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o Original 

AND ORIOINAI- (41 knoWn) PHYSIC 

The Carson House a two-story-plus-attic 
rectangular plan There is a full-length, -bay, two-story' 
varandah along the front of the house. It features tapered wooden 
pillars rectangular in section and simple wooden grill 
elevations are marked by massive pediments which extend over the 

'verandah. There are two exterior chimneys on either end 'The one 
the room on each side in the center of the pedimented 

and stands near the rear corner. 

plan there "'a,;'central stair hall with two rooms of unequal 
on either side The two front rooms are larger than the two rear ones 
There are relatively modern one-story shed rooms the 'rear of the 
house 

The Carson House reached its present form as the result of several 
expansions The earliest section of the building was a single-room log 
dHclling To this section another one-room unit was added with an open 
passage or "dog-run" between the two. Probably at a later date the two 
rear rooms were added and the "dog-run" extended. On the other hand, 
is possible that the three later rooms were contemp~raneous. In any 
case, is clear that the building reached what essentially its 
present form near the middle of the 'nineteenth century. Most of the 

, interior trim dates from period. 

One interesting feature is the marbleizing on,the sheathed walls 
the dining room. supposed to have been executed later in the 
nineteenth century The blue-

color 
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The Carson I-louse w~s begun about 1810 by Colonel John Carson, 
Irish immigrant and pioneer of the upper Catawba Valley. Colonel 
Carson was a representative to the Fayetteville Convention' of 1789, 
in which the United States Constitution was ratified by North Carolina 
He also served in the North Carolina House of COIDnlOnS from 1805 to 1806 

Colonel Carson's son, Samuel Price Carson, was a member of the 
State Senate for three terms and of the United States House of 
Representatives from 1825 to 1833. In 1835 he represented Burke 
County in the State Constitutional Convention. 

Joseph McDowell Carson and William Carson, two other sons of 
Colonel Carson, were state legislators A fourth son, Jonathan Logan 
Carson, inherited the homeplace where, 1843, McDowell County was 
organized Until a courthouse was constructed, the Carson home served 
as the seat of county government 

During the War Between the States a small school for girls was 
conducted in the house Near the end of the War General Stoneman's 
raiders, while on operations western North, Carolina, 
looted it. 

On the death of Jonathan Logan 
property were sold to John S. Brown 
1963, the house was bought from YArS 

Carson House Restoration Corporation 
by the Carson House 

Carson 1887 the house and 
subsequent owners. On August 

Leona Cuthbe:rtson Moore by the 
The house now jointly 

the McDowell 
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Cnrbitt, D L 
Department of 

McDowell-Carson Papers the Greenlee Genealogy Room, 
, North Carolina. 
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APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 

OEF1NING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROP'.ERTV 
OF LEsS THAN Tr=:N "'CRES 

Oegrelul Minwh'ji SiiJcDnd iii 

',' 82° 03 

ILIST ALL ATE!! AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING 5TATE OR' COUNTY BOUNDARIES, 

51' ATEI CODE COUNTY CODE 

TEl COOE COUNTYI CO 0 r::: 

STATEI COOr::: COUNTY: CODE 

5TA1'EI CODE COUNTYI CODE 

.11. FORM P 
NAME AND TITLE: 

State De artment of Archives and Histo o 
:STREET AND NUMBER; 

o East Jones Street 
CITY OR TOWN, STATE 
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12. STATE LIAISON OFFICERC£:Rf, '>NAiIONAL,R,EGISfERVERIFICATION 

As the des ignated State Liaison Officer (or the Na~ 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property (or inclusion 

in the No tiona I Regis ter and certify that it ho 8 been 

evaluated accord ing to the criteria ,end procedu ree set 

eorth by the No liona 1 Park Service. 'i'he recommended 

level of rlignlficance o( this nomination is: 

National State Local 

June , 1970 
'Dat.o 

----------------------------------------

I hereby certHy tha~ this property iBinc1uded in the 

National Register. 

"t I' 
Chief, OWee of Archeo/o~y and HIstoric Preservation 

Dole ______________________________________ _ 

ATTEST: 

Doie ____________________________________ __ 
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Carson House 

u.s. 70 west of "Marion 
Pleasant Gardens, McDowell County 
North Carolina 

Highway "'lap of HcDowell County 
State Highway Commission 
Scale 1"/2 miles 
January ly 1968 
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