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1. The principal sources on the life of Daniel Edward Hudgins are three 
obituaries which appeared in local or regional newspapers at his death: 
clippings of these survived among the family papers and photocopies were 
made available to the author. One of the three was the obituary which 
appeared in the MARION PROGRESS 11 July 1929: the place of publication for 
the other two and a biographical sketch headed "Folks Worth While in 
W. N. C." is unknown. See also the biographical sketch of the Hudgins 
family by Mildred Hudgins Cooper which appears in Joanne S. Johnston, ed., 
MC DOWELL COUNTY HERITAGE: NORTH CAROLINA (Marceline, Missouri: Walsworth 
Publishing Company, 1992), 326. Hereinafter cited as MC DOWELL COUNTY 
HERITAGE. The facts of his parentage were obtained from his death 
certificate. 

2. Frank Hampton Watson, telephone interview with author, 24 January 1995. 
Frank Hampton Watson (born 1914) is the son of John A. Watson and the 
nephew of Elbert Franklin Watson. 

3. MARION PROGRESS, 11 July 1929. 

4. THE MESSENGER (Marion, North Carolina), 30 September 1898. 

5. John and Harriet Carson to Daniel Edward Hudgins, 8 February 1898, Book 26, 
p. 347; E L. Greenlee, commmissioner, to Daniel Edward Hudgins, 12 May 
1898, Book 26, p. 417; J. E and Annie Conley to Daniel Edward Hudgins, 4 
September 1899, Book 27, p. 564, McDowell County Deeds, Office of the 
Register of Deeds, McDowell County Court House, Marion, North Carolina. 
The Greenlee property was purchased at public auction at the court house on 
4 April 1898. The acreage of the Greenlee property was not cited in the 
deed conveying the property to Hudgins. 

6. Frank Hampton Watson interview. 

7. MARION PROGRESS, 20 January 1910. Dr. and Mrs. Joseph Gillespie Reid were 
among the guests at the party: their house was also illustrated in the 
special "Booster Number" of the MARION PROGRESS. 

8. The proposed dates of ca. 1912 for the enlargement of the original Lone 
Beech to the existing Classical Revival house and ca. 1915 for the addition 
of the bedrooms and second story bathroom are approximations based on 
existing knowledge and the list of family members who made their home there 
for periods of time. Until the author's discovery of the photograph of the 
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one-and-a-half-story house identified as the "Residence of D .. E. Hudgins" 
in the MARION PROGRESS on 11 November 1909, there was no knowledge of an 
earlier "Lone Beech" among surviving members of the Hudgins family. An 
interview with Mildred Hudgins Cooper, born in 1909, failed to provide 
further clarification of the matter. Copies of the weekly MARION PROGRESS 
through 30 June 1910 were read by the author in search of documentation: in 
a column of local news, "Local and Personal," there were various mentions 
of building projects by the town's leading citizens. 

9. The quote is taken from a long obituary and account of Hudgins's funeral 
which was made available to the author: the identify of the newspaper is 
unknown at present; however, the article, by internal references can be 
dated to 12 July 1929. 

10. Carter and Clara F. Hudgins to Daniel Carter Hudgins, 13 April 1982, Book 
309, p. 685; Mary Hudgins to Daniel Carter Hudgins, 13 April 1982, Book 
309, p. 686; Carter and Clara Hudgins to Daniel Carter Hudgins, 13 April 
1982, Book 309, p. 688; McDowell County Deeds. In 1983 a second pair of 
deeds conveying the same property was made to Daniel Carter Hudgins. 

Oddly, the acreage of the residual tract was not cited in any of these 
deeds or in the subsequent deed by which Daniel Carter Hudgins conveyed the 
tract to Timber Ridge Investments. 

11. Daniel C. and Michelle S. Hudgins to Timber Ridge Investments, 16 April 
1984, Book 330, p. 139, McDowell County Deeds. 

12. Sarah W. Buchanan, interviews with author, Marion, North Carolina, 15 July 
1994 and 16 January 1995. 

13. MC DOWELL COUNTY HERITAGE, p. 26. 

14. MARION PROGRESS, 25 July 1929. 

15. The information in this paragraph is gleaned from various articles and 
scattered references in MC DOWELL COUNTY HERITAGE. For the Hotel Marion 
see the MC DOWELL DEMOCRAT (Marion, North Carolilna), 20 May 1909. 

16. MC DOWELL DEMOCRAT, 14 January 1909. 

17. Ermine Camilla Neal, interview with author, Marion, North Carolina, 16 
January 1995. Mis Neal (born 1910) is the nice of Dr. Reid (1870-1918) and 
his wife Luna Ernestine Neal (1873-1928). Dr. Reid was a dentist. 

18. Ermine Camilla Neal interview. For George Dewitt Shepardson see his 
obituary in the MARION PROGRESS, 17 October 1929. The son of Ezra Thayer 
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and Cynthia A. (Potter) Shephardson, he was born in Gibson, Pennsylvania 
and came to Marion in 1898. His obituary described him as n •• m a skilled 
carpenter and for a number of years has been connected with the firm of 
Payne & Decker." 
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The property included in this nomination is an approximately two-acre generally 
rectangular parcel of land, being a part of the 13.65-acre parcel, 
#1701.07-58-3 71 on McDowell County Tax Map 1701.07, which is outlined on the 
enclosed map. 

Verbal Boundary Justification 

The property included in this nomination is the acreage which comprises the 
site of Lone Beech and its five frame outbuildings, and the immediately 
surrounding house grounds including the lawn which stretches southward to 
Hillcrest Drive. The house currently sites on a residual 13.65-acre tract and 
that acreage, intact since 1898, would have been included, as otherwise 
appropriate, in this nomination had not a two-story brick veneer and frame 
apartment house been erected in 1983-1984 to the northeast at the edge of Lone 
Beech's front lawn. As shown on the enclosed map, the boundaries of the 
nominated property are drawn to use the existing legal property line along 
Hillcrest Drive and the shared property lines with the lots to each side. The 
other sides of the boundary are drawn along the edge of the apartment building 
parking and in a straight-line fashion through the woodland to enclose the 
setting of the house and its outbuildings: there are no legal or physical 
features in the woodland to otherwise, appropriately anchor these lines. 
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Photographs 

Lone Beech: Schedule of Photographs 

The following information applies to all of the photographs. 

Name of property: Lone Beech 
206 Hillcrest Drive 
Marion 
McDowell County 
North Carolina 

Photographer: Davyd Foard Hood 

Date of photographs: 22 October 1994 

Location of original negatives: Division of Archives and History 
109 East Jones Street 
Raleigh, NC 27601-2807 

1. Lone Beech: Overall view showing northeast (front) and southeast side 
elevations, looking northwest. 

2. Lone Beech: Front door and porch, looking southwest. 

3. Lone Beech: Entrance/stair hall, looking southwest. 

4. Lone Beech: Fireplace wall in the dining room, looking north. 

5. Lone Beech: Fireplace wall in the library, looking south. 

6. Lone Beech: Fireplace wall in the north front bedroom, looking southwest. 

7. Lone Beech: Servant's cottage, looking northwest. 
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