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nracmur_ THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If knoWn) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Iocberior: The Hezmekiah Alexander House was constructed of native Picdmons
stone in a random pabttern with oystershell mortar. The walls are two feob
thick. The structure is two full stories over a high opasament. The firond
end rear Tfacades are each of three bays with center doors. The attic is
1t by a pair of small windows in the west gable and one in the norbneast
corner of the east gable. Shafts for each of the interior end chimneys
rise from the gables. The windows are six-over-six in configuration, all
having batben shulters. Segmental arches were originally constructed over
all windows and doorways. Those on the front and rear facades have keysitoncs.
bome of these arches were climinaved during alterabions to the house, Hhuoab¢j
ol somevime durdng the nineteenth cenbury. In'the west gable there is aa
interesting blind round window. The rool is now covered with asbestos
thuﬁlcf“ originally it was coveruq with cypress shakes. The wide overnang |
1. !

tie caves is not original. The exterior dimensions of the house arc
Longth 365" and width 35759

x.)

The preseat interior plan has one long room across the front of
ohe housce with an open stalr in onc cnd and o corner Tireplace in the
other.  Originally thore was o wooden parvibion dividing tho stair hall Doom

CBeling this room are two smaller rooms, o kitchen and bedroom, divided by o

~are corner fireplaces in both rear rooms. The chimney breasts were originally

the parlor. The present stalr ls a rcpl“ccmont of the original enclosed one.

ciiall passage leading to the rear door. The right-hand wall is of a later
date, Originally there were two rooms of unequal sige on the rear. Therc

plastered. There is a warming cupboard over the fireplace in the right-hond
woar rooi.  This room must have been uscd as the kitchen.

On the sccond floor there arc three roows and o stalr hall, The wall botwecn
bho stoair hall and bhe roow behind it is’ of dublous forim and may not be
original, There are no fireplaces on the second floor. The basement i
divided into two rooms of unequal size by a transverse stone wall. Therc is
0 svair o the second floor and an exberior entiance in the southeast coincw
> bhe cast room. AlL ceilings show the exposed structural members. ALL of
the stone walls are plastercd on the interior. Theo Ouhor intorior parbiltions
re composed of umeLG vertical wooden sheablilng.
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TATEMENT OF SIGMIFICANCE

Hewelciah Aloxander was born January 13, J/ 5, din Cecil County, ¥
Ho was the son of James Alexander and Margret Meinitt. His ouaac‘
Jogeph Alexander, had emizrated Lo mauylaha in the early years o ;
ULbﬂubv“uﬂ antu sy. Somovime dfter L754 Hezmekiah, as well as his Loother,

John Melni uup (,uuf'xu, cd bo Noprun CLLKO,LJ,LAO..

! .

The Alexonders quickly established vhemselves in thelr new home,
burg County. Although Hezckiah bhad come to North Carolina as o ol
it was as a favmer that he made his fortune. On Aprdil 1, 1767, |
purchased, Ipom his brovher John, a trect of land containing over ohire
nuiidred acres located on a branch of Sugar Creek. It was here than
L7 he bullt a stone house Lo accoumodate his wifle, Mary Sanple, cnd
their growing femily. The housc was to remain Hezeliiah's residence wntil
nis death in 1801, and becane the center of his expanding farminq e XTCP A VARRReT e
Both ieuzekiali and John McKnitt Alexander were active in the alilairvs of thoils
couniy. John was a crown surveyor and county manguraLQ, Hezokion 2
an active role in tho church, being oo elder in the Supar Creck Poosbiy-
terian Church., Ho was also o brusvee of Quecens College, chartered o

1L, vencmed Ldberty Holl in 1974. Bobvh brothers numbored among wholy
friends and associates the promineit COmmuﬂlEy leaders of Mecklenburg
amomg wnesc wore Thomas Polic, Williom Sample, Ephraim Drovard, the haiflers,
the Averys, and Jemmiah McCafforty.

b e

With the approach of the Revoluvion, both of the Alexander brothcrs becane
increasingly involved in The events waich wald cubninave in indeponacico
Trom Great Britain., In 1775 bobh men were members of the Meclclenbur:
County Commitbtee of Safcty. Un August 21, 1775, Hemekdah was anpoinied
by the Provinecial Congress meeting at Hillsborough to the Salisbury
District Comnitiee of Salevy which was Lo serve as the local gover:
body for a mulbi-county area. In kOVGMOuf, 1776, Hezekiah joined oLbur
stabe delegates at Halifax to fomm the Fifth Provincial Congress which

was charged with the task of wrilting the first state COﬂSElLuDlOﬂ& After
the Halifax Congress, Hezeklah joined the Fourth Regiment of North Corolina
Troops as Paymaster. :

Hezelciah Alexander's stone house l& possibly the only extant SufUCuh4
belonging to a fwémer of the svate's Lfirst consnltutlon.

N ¢




(Juiy 1V07)

\ v LY 7 IR
Morth Carolina
MATIONAL REGISTER OF RISTORIC PLACES (oounTy
g e o Y “‘v’:':) '\1 ~ T e Ak
INVENTORY - NOMINATIGN FORM Locklenbups
: . FOR NPS USE ONLY
. s “ ENTRY NUMBER DATE
(Continuation Sheet)
(Numbor all enfrics)
&,  Architecturally, the Hezeliiah Alexander louse reflects tho influence of

the German colgrants who came wo North Carolina from Pennsylvania in -
the 17505 and 60s. During that period several thousand families setiled
in Hecklenpurs and the adjoining counties. Many of these setilers
constructed houses of nabive stone similar to that of Alewanders.

Thoy were quite similar in form Lo houses bullt by the Germans in
Pennsylvania and the Dutch in the Hudson Valley. The Hezckiah Alcxander
liouse is one of tho few surviving examplos of this architectural Lype

in Norvh Carolina. ' ' '
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United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service
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CONTINUATION SHEET

Section 2,3,4,5 Page _1_ Hezekiah Alexander House, additional documentation
name of property
Mecklenburg County, North Carolina
county and state

Section2  Location

Street and number 3500 Shamrock Drive

City or town Charlotte
County Mecklenburg
County code 11

Zip code 28215

Section 5: Current function
Recreation and Culture: Museum
The Alexander House is in use, and it is open and accessible to the public as a museum. It is owned

and operated by the Hezekiah Alexander Foundation, Inc. as The Charlotte Museum of History &
Hezekiah Alexander Homesite. Their website is www.charlottemuseum.org

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this X
nomination [] request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set for in 36 CFR Part 60. In
my opmlon the property X meets [ does notmeet the National Register criteria. | recommend that this property be
consjdéred signific @ natlonally X statewide [ locally. (See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

vl S SHED 458 97

Sidaétirk 'f iAg official/Title - . Date

North Carolina Department of Cultural Resources
State or Federal agency and bureau
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United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service :
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Hezekiah Alexander House, additional documentation
' name of property

Mecklenburg County, North Carolina
county and state

Section 2,3,4,5 Page 2

4, National Park Service Certification

| hereby certify that the property is: Signature of the Keeper Date of Action
[ entered in the National Register. ’
[J See continuation sheet

[ determined eligible for the
National Register.
[ See continuation sheet

[ determined not eligible for the
National Register.

[ removed from the National

Register.

[ other,
(explain:)
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