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Name of Properly
historic name ticKinnev, John Washington, Hcuse

other names/site number

2. Location

street & number /332 PLOV1GENCEe =0=2 WEST 3SX U207 S¥ A not for publication
city, town Charlotte [ M vicinity
slateNorth Carolina code NC counly €CX_Eenpurc code ) 2ip code 28226
3. Classification
Ownership of Propenly Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
E:l private @ building(s) Contributing Noncontrnbuhng
D pubiic-loca! C cistrict i * __ buildings
{_]public-State [ site sites
D public-Federal D structure 2 L structures
i D object objects
3 2 Total

Number of contributling resources 8revuous|y

Name of related multple prap
listed in the National Register

arl : N
Fistorilc an Archlteé *al Resources O:
Rural 1ec&lenourq CoO T xor=-- Carolina
4. State/Federal Agency Certif vcat:on

As lhe oesu;naled authorily under the National Hisloric Preservaticn Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby cerlify thal this

[_XJ nommahon {__irequest for determination of eligibility meets the cocumentalion standards for registering properies in the

Nanonal Reglster of H' Ptacés and meets the procedural and crofessional requwaments sel forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

In nlon l sels L_,dces not meel the Nationai Register crileria. L___JSOG continuation sheet.
@ AL 3 [2:21-90
/ Dale

Signature 01 cemfyma oﬁncnal

Slale or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property D meels Ddoes nol meet the National Register criteria. DSee continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official Oale

Stale or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby, cerity that this property is:
Denlered in the National Register.
DSee continuation sheet.
Dde!ermined sligible for the National
Register. DSee continuation sheet.
Ddelermined not eligible for the
National Register.

Dremoved from the National Regisler.
==
L_jolher, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date ol Action’



John Washington McKinney House, Mecklenburg Co., NC

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)
DOMESTIC: single dwelling

AGRICULTURE SUBSISTENCE:agricultural

outbuilding

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
DOMESTIC:single dwelling

vacant/not in use

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)

Colonial Revival

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

foundation __brick

walls weatherboard

log
roof Slate
other __Mmetal

wood

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

@ See continuation shest



John Washington McKinney House, Mecklenburg Co., NC

8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

D nationally D statewide locally -

Applicable National Register Criteria [ _JA [_JB [Xc [_]JD

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [ JA [ 18 [Jc [Jo [Je [IJF [le

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Signiticance Significant Dates
Architecture ca. 1916 ca. 1916

Cultural Affiliation

N/A
Significant Person Architect/Builder
N/A Unknown

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria consideratians, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

ESee continuation sheet



John Washington McKinney House, Mecklenburg Co., NC - - - -—--

9. Major Bibllographical References

See conlinuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

Dpreliminary determination of individual lisling (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:
has been requested [:\]Slale historic preservation office
Dpreviously listed in the Nalional Register DOlher State agency
[_—_]prevxously determined eligible by the National Register DFederal agency
Ddesngnated a National Historic Landmark [:]Local government
Drecorded by Historic American Buildings ] Universily
Survay # DOther
I:jrecorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository:
Record # N.C. Division of Archives and Historv;

Survev and PLanning =Zranch, Raleigh.

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of properly

approx. 3.25 acres

UTM References

AL/ A L7810 3,817,960 | el Ll b e by by
Zone  Easting Northing Zone  Easling - Northing
cloJ Ll by v L by v SN RN B AU R B

[:] See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
The boundary of the John Washington McKinney House is incicated on

;;e accompanying copy of page 36 of Mecklenburg County Tax Map Book
D

D See continuation sheel

Boundary Justification

The boundary of the John Washington McKinney House comprises the clearing
that is the setting for the house and associated outbuildings. The bouncary
thus includes all the resources of architectural significance, as well as
two noncontributing outbuildings associated with the ca. 1870 Zarmhouse,

which was overbuilt as the John Washington McKinney House in 1°16.
See continuation sheel

11. Form Prepared By
Richard Mattson and William Huffman

name/title
organizalion
street & numbher
city or town

dale JUly, 1990
422 Rensselaer ‘elephone 70“]“_)3 236
Charlotte statle N.C. ZiD code

2820=
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Charlotte Observer, December 24, 1956.

Cherry, Martha. Daughter of John Washington McKinney. Provided
approximate dates of outbuildings and specific information about the
house. Interview by Richard Mattson, 1989.

Matthews, Louise Barber. A History of Providence Presbyterian Church.
Charlotte: Providence Presbyterian Church, 1967.

McKinney, Emma. Daughter of John Washington McKinney and present
occupant of McKinney House. Interview by William H. Huffman, 1989.

Mecklenburg County. Deed Books.

--------------------- . Will Books.
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IDENTIFICATION OF PHOTOGRAPHS
John Washington McKinney House
7332 Providence Road West (SR 3626)
Mecklenburg County, North Carolina

Photographer: Richard Mattson

August 10, 1989
North Carolina Division of Archives and History, Raleigh

1. Front facade, looking north

2. Front entrance and porch,looking north

3. Rear (south) facade, looking south

4. Interior, mantel in east front room, looking north

5. TInterior, looking west from east front room, through stair hall,
to west front room

6. Log corncrib, front facade and south gable end, looking northeast
7. Wellhouse/Dairy, west elevation, looking east
8. Smokehouse, front facade, looking north

9. Log Workshop/Storage Building, front facade, looking north
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Surrounded by residential subdivisions which are rapidly
changing the historical and ohysical character of the southern
Mecklenburg County landscape, the John Washington McKinnev House
represents one of the countv's finest Colonial Revival farmhouses.
Facing south and shaded by mature oaks and magnolia trees, the
house commands a gentle rise of land zbout .1 mile north of
Providence Road West (SR 362€6). The McKinney House tract today
comprises about 19 acres which contains the house and a scatterina
of four log and frame outbuildings. According to one of the
current owners, a daughter of J. W. McKinney, the propertv once
included two frame mule barns to the east of the house and a
frame cotton gin house to the south {Mrs. Martha Cherry Interview
1989). No above-ground traces of these farm buildings survive.
However, the other remaining outbuildings as well as the McKinney

_ House survive in good condition. The residence and farm buildings
stand in a clearing of about six acres Surrounding this area
on the McKinney vroperty are wocds c¢f orimarily z2sh and cak and
2

svcamore trees, covering what was in the late 19th and ezriy 20th
centuries largely cultivated fields and pa lice of ths
original tract to the west of the housz was pdi >d- in. the 1%7Cz.
and a ranch-style house stands on this approximately one-acre- tracc

John Washinaton McKinnev House

In its form and elements of s3tyle, the two-storv, dcouble-pile,
frame McKinney House vivicdly represents a popular Colonizl Revival
hiouse design of the early 20th cantury It 2lso represents th
stylish expansion and remodelling of an 1870s I-nouse in _.916.

A documentarv photogravh in pvossessicn of the currant owners dedic:ts=
the original farmhouse on this site around the turn of the centurv
The house, owned by Washington Mills, was a frame gz2ble-roofed I-
house. It was three bavs wide with a central hall, and featurec z
shed-rcofed porch with chamfered posts and decorative zawn bracke=o:=.

In 1915, John Washington McKinney had this wvernacular
Victorian I-house substantially remocelled both inside anc out.
McKinnev's new remodell=d and expanded home reflected the

“nationally popular Coleonial Revival style. The dwelling survives
today essentially as it appeared foliowing the 1916 enlarcement.

No visual evidence of the earlier house can ke seen on the exterior
or interior of the present dwelling, except for the low hip roof

on the Kkitchen ell.

On the exterior, the McXinney Housz2 is a cubic, double-pile
as two front rooms and a central hall were added to the
na'l form. The massing 1is capped bv 2 high hip roof with

orm,
i
erned slate shingles and a slate-roofed, nipped dormer

i~
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o) t
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centered over the main three-bay facade. The brick chimney
stacks, signifying interior chimneys, are replacements.

The eaves of the main hip roof, dormer, and hip-roofed
wraparound porch are treated with heavy dentil cornices.

The sash windows 'in the upper story are paired and have two
panes in each sash, while the first-floor windows in the main
block have large single fixed panes. The window surrounds have
simple mouldings. The main entrance, located in the center

of the main facade, features sidelights above recessed wood
panels, and fluted pilasters. The heavy square porch posts

are fluted as well, and have moulded square caps. The center
of the porch is topped by z pediment with unusually long dentiis
and ocard-and-batten sheathing. The rear of the house hasa
one-story kitchen wing with a very shallow hip roof, as well

as one-story, one-room, shed and hip-roofed additions. Located
on the east side of the rear facade, the kitchen wing dates
from the 1870s farmhouse, while the other wings reflect the
1916 remodelling and subsecuent enclosure of the Xxitchen's
porch. While the 1870s kitchen Dortion is said to be of
mortise-and-tenon construction, the 1916 section is of pilatficrm
framing.

eflects the Colonial Reviwval
floor of the main double-»ile

The interior of the dwelli
and dates from 1916. On the fi
block, two rooms-are located ‘on ch side of the central hall.

One-story bedroom and kitchen wings extend to the rear. The

upstairs includes four bedrooms arranged around a hallvay.

The main central hall has tongue-znd-groove wainscot, and :the

1916 staircase rises from the back half of the hallway. The
open-strinag staircase has a handsome square newel with recessed

panels. Classical mantels with curved volutes and thick shelves survive
throughout. The parlor mantel {east front room) has mirrored overmante:
while the first-floor bedroom mantel (east back room) has Zree-
standing colonettes. Doors consist of six horizontal panels,
both doors and windows throughout the residence have simple
moulded surrounds. The parior and kitchen walls “ave been sheet-
rocked. No traces of the origina) 1870s interior finish remain.
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outbuildings (keyed to site map) C-contributing; NC-noncontributing

B Wellhouse/Dairy ca.

C Log Corncrib ca.
D Smokehouze ca.
E Log Workshop/ ca.

Storage Building

1916

1875

1916

1875

C

NC

Frame, one-story structure
consisting of two free-standing
units about eight feet on a side
that are connected by a side-gable
metal roof. The south section
contains the well, while the north
half was used to store primarily
dairy products. Good condition.

Log two-unit corncrib with central
passage and half-dovetail notching
Stands oh stone piers and capped
by side-gable metal roof. Good
condition.

Frame, one-story, gable-front
smokehouse with aluminum siding.
Contains dirt floor. Measures
2about 20 feet on a side. Good
condition.

Log, half-dovetail notched, single
pen building with side-gable roof.
Measures about 12 by 18 feet and
stands on stone piers. Partially
weatherboarded. The building is
said to have been used to repair
farm equipment as well as for
all-purpose storage. Fair
condition.
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SUMMARY

As one of Mecklenburg County's finest early 20th-century
farmhouses, the John Washington McKinney House is architecturally
significant under National Register Criterion C (see Associated
Property Type l--Early 20th-Century Small-Town Dwellings and
Farmhouses) . In its basic hip-roofed form and well-exXecuted
elements of style, it is an excellent local example of
Colonial Revival farmhouse architecture. Set around the McKinney House
are two contributing outbuildings which date with the present
residence. These frame outhbuildings--a smokehouse and a w=llhouse/
dairy--are also architecturally significant uncer Criterion C
(see Associated Property Type 2--Outbuildings). These outbuildings
represent traditional forms and construction technigues, as well
as locally unusual designs--specifically the two-unit wellhouse/
dairy. This two-unit configuration for sheltering the well and
keeping dairy products and other foodstuffs fresh and cool is the
only one of its kind identified in Mecklenburg County.
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HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

The McKinney House was originally part of a 900-acre plantation
owned by Washington M. Mills (d. 1889). Mills had assembled about 350
acres in the 1850s, and added 539 acres in 1871.1 Probably in the 1870s,
after the latter purchase, he built a Victorian-style house on his large
plantation.2 In his will, he gave the plantation to his great nephew and
niece, John Washington McKinney (1869-1956) and his sister, Adelaide
McKinney Pearce, who were the children of John Wesley McKinney and Jane
Irvin McKinney.3 In the division of the property between the two, which
took place in 1895, J. W. McKinney received 516-1/4 acres (which included
the house and “outbuildings immediately connected therewith, such as barns,
gin house and other buildings”),4 and he subsequently added another 427
acres to his holdings from 1902 to 1909.5

The year after he received his share of the Mills inheritance, 1896, ].
W. McKinney was married to Laura Elizabeth “Lizzie"” Ross (1879-1970), the
daughter of William C. Ross and Martha E. Rea Ross.6 They had seven
children, six daughters and one son.” By 1916, McKinney's large plantation
presumably prospered, and he remodeled and expanded his house to better
accommodate his family and reflect his economic status. Although specific
figures are not available, one would expect his plantation at that time to
have raised considerable cotton as a cash crop, and corn, wheat, and oats as
cereal crops. In livestock, one would expect him to have hogs, horses, some
dairy cattle and mules. Most of the labor would have been done by black
tenant farmers or sharecroppers (See Context Statement - Post-Bellum
Agriculture).

In rural Mecklenburg, many of the descendents of the Scotch-Irish
pioneer settlers still found the church to be the center of their lives beyond
the farm. ]. W. McKinney was an active member of the Providence
Presbyterian Church. He became a deacon in 1904, and was ordained an
elder in April, 1933. In 1960, the Session Room was enlarged and furnished
by the McKinney family as a memorial to J. W. McKinney. He and his wife
Elizabeth are buried in the church cemetery.8

At J. W. McKinney's death in 1956, the plantation still comprised 720.2
acres.? In the subsequent years, most of the land surrounding the house was
sold for suburban development, so that only a 19.2-acre parcel remains for
the McKinney House, which is lived in by one of the children, Emma
McKinney. In 1970, following the death of Elizabeth McKinney, the heirs
sold a one-acre lot on Providence Road West from the remaining home place
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parcel to one of the daughters and her husband, Clara and Carl Harper, on

which they built a house.!0
The McKinney House remains as a distinct reflection of a former way
of life in once-rural Providence Township, one that encroaching development

has all but eclipsed.

IMecklenburg County Deed Books 3, p. 259; 3, p. 265, 3, p. 712; 3, p. 708; 3, p. 757, 7, p. 285;
and 24, p. 190.

25ee Section 7.

3Mecklenburg County Will Book L, p. 353; Mecklenburg County Certificate of Death,
Book 51, p. 1817; interview with Emma McKinney, present accupant, by William
H. Huffman, 1989.

41bid.; Mecklenburg County Deed Book 104, p. 305, 21 March 1895.

5Mecklenburg County Deed Books 108, p. 223; 182, p. 43; 200, p. 13; 256, p. 78.

6Mecklenburg County Marriage Register, 1889-1898; Mecklenburg County Certificate
of Death, Book 126, p. 2508.

“Charlotte Observer, December 24, 1956, p. 12B.

8L ouise Barber Matthews, A History of Providence Presbyterian Church (Charlotte:
Providence Presbyterian Church, 1967), pp. 136 et passim.

IMecklenburg County Map Book 8, p. 109.

10Mecklenburg County Deed Book 3235, p. 261.
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