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CONDITION

OESCRIDE THE PRESENT AMND ORIG!NAL (Hlmown) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

‘and with two-over-two sash in the gable. The rear facade is similar %to the

elaborately treated than is the rest of the facade. The door is flarked by
- fluted pilasters and topped by a pediment. The ramped entablaturs is adorned

“the other into the hall. The south parlor is quite plain with a flat-panals:
walnscot and horizontally sheathed walld, ewxcept over the mantel where tha

" opening and a small cornice shelf. The north parlor is more elaboratel

from the floor to the ceiling. The east and west walls are horizontally

while the walls in the south room are horizontally sheathed above a flat-

The Alston. House, . built about 1772, is a two-story framp dwelling with
a pabla roof, exterior ond chimnoys, and a foundation of brick and stona
picrs. The houso is covared wilh roplacomont lapped wonlherboards axcopnt
under the porches where the original flush siding remains. The wain (west)
facade is five bays wide and features a shed porch with chamfered wooden
supports and square balusters. The central entrance is quite well-exscutad,
with rather elaborate decorative detail that contrasts with the plaivness of
the rest of the facade. The six-panel door is flanked by flutad p]labto“s
and surmounted by a fanllght which,contains geometric tracery and is framed
by a molded architrave with keystone. There is also a doorway to the righb
of the central entrance which leads into the south parlor and appears to bz
a later alteration. To the left of the main entrance both bays are maried
by larpge windows with nine-over-nine gash. At the second lavel the windows
are nmch smaller, containing six-over-gix sash. Tach gable end is dominabad

by. a large double-shouldered Flemish bond brick chimney with a T-stack. Iach

chimney is flanked by windows with nine-over-nine sash in the first story

froat with all bubt the central bay under the shed porch marked by large
windows. The rear central entrance, like that on the (ront facade, is mors

by a.band of incised geometric designs below a row of déntils which is
repeabed in the pediment.

" The interior of the Alston House has a center hall plan. The narrow
hall has a flush-sided ceiling and walls above a f{lat-pansled wainscot. The
enclosed stalr is not located in the hall but ascends from the front of tha i
sonth parlor, and is reached by two doors, one opening into the parler and %

boards are vertically set. The mantel has a molded architrave around LL

finished with plaster walls above a flabt-paneled wainscot with an incﬂﬁnd
georetic design resembling a Greek key pabtern. The montel 1s especially

fine with the opening flanked by fluted pilasters which support a [ull ‘
entablature including a ramped architrave adorned b]’plerced,marrow gpoor and

fMoral designs below a narrow cushion frieze. The wolded shelf features an
inecised design similar to that on the wainscot. TIraming the [lush-panelad

which carries around the room and brealks over the pilasters.

The second level presents a gimilar floor plan but with the stair ascends

ing to the center hall. The newel consists of a slender turned column on a
flat-pineled pedestal in contrast to the heavy turned balustrade. The wmost
noticeable feature on lho socond floor is the variety of wall types. 'The
sbair well and north wall of the hall have long vertical flab panels reaching

sheathed. The north room has completlely plastered walls with no wainccob

pannlod wainscot. The mantnl in tho south voom hag an archoad oponing hnlow

covermantel are fluted pilasters and a cornica ornamonbted wibh pierced dentils

a crudaly moldad ghell. The oponing in' bhe north roow 1o roctangulae and i
framed by a wide architrave with no shall.
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died in 1752 and willed 7,000 acres inc hso.Lnff the h
John and Sawmuel: Johnshon. ‘

to hi
and 8
The hougse was probably built u,;,r Alston about 1772 or

brothar-in-law, Ceovge Blair, in 1763, The

_,

ol the peace, and
ties, He wag twice

ramoved asg

which remain.

In 1790 Algbon left the stats, selling the hous
Themas H. Perkins of Orange County. Peridns was a
tha placa (hamad "Reﬁ;m’aat") until his Aéatn dn 10104,

hovao s ool A llusteions owner, being a enlonal unde
1elo proas Lupryt' ol tha Cirst Board or Trustoes ol

governor of North Carolina.

‘.uﬂi soon a2fterward with the land and house going to
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fmm the s AY leash one wmino wag oponod neor the e
bt 1itbio coal was ever takon. Anderson Jones tool:
tenant of the syudicate in 1852 anil bought the plac
1905, and the home was sold in 1910 te H. 1. Tarley
Farley destroyed several of the outbhaildings and Lo

The Alston Honbm, or Houss in-the -Horseshoe, derives iis
Bon‘dhwn in a horseshoe bend of the Dsep River. In 1747 the b

originally granted to Edward Griffith, secrelary to Gowernor G
(rrd iffith transferrad the lond to Jolnston soon afterward, bub

cuse site
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vas distinguishad as a lieutenant Qolon‘ei. i the state
carear was marvied by ne

Commons and Moore County's largest slaveholder in . 1790
In 1798 Perkins sold the plantsion bo Covernor Denjamin Willi

I

Moy J.e Willlams. She remarriced De. Charles Chalimers,
unbil 1853, when the house and Land wera sold

5"\1mw‘1 Johnstor, a lawyer and later ffmremlor, conveved his
5 property wa
old to several different par Lzms, but was bought in 1772
1773, Altho
nilitia, a

Justice

and ubpmuml from the (mnpr 1 fs met Z,jf for a varieby of recgons. i
.'duruw his ownership, a grouwp of Tories lad by David Fanning abinciked
and some of his men at the house. After s
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in whose family it remained until 19L6 when it was trensforred to B
Hancock of Chatham County. In 1955 the home was acquired by the st
i now under the supervision of the Mcore County Hisvoricsl Soclely
purposes of operation.
The house, which remaing muich as it stood in the latm eiehtesrth
century, is of interest both as a Tory batbtleground and as the home ol
saveral of North Carolina's wmost important political fjnwrpw, Aﬂwhlﬁmcnakaj

it is a typical eighteenth century plantation houss wirl ich iz distinguizhe
the strikingly elaborate anc well-execubed detall of the doorways .and some
eof the interior woodwork.
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