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rrwo of Bigg' s sons, William and , served in the Confederate Q and Henry 
was killed near Appornattox in the final days of the war. When news of his death came, 
his father later remembered "that awful truth sunk our hearts, threw a gloom over the 
household, plunged us into the deepest grief, and night and day has his dear mother 
mourned, the loss of her absent boy with broken lamentations."17 

Following the war Biggs moved to Tarboro to practice law In 1869 he and several 
other North Carolina lavryers signed a document protesting what they conceived as the 
state Court's interference in politi.cal affairs. Rather than face comtempt 
charges or apologize to the court for his action he left the state and went to Norfolk, 
Virginia, where he continued to practice law until his death in 1878.18 

Following the demise of Biggs, the executors of his will sold his land on the corner 
of Church and Smithwick streets in Williamston to his daughter, Martha E. Biggs in 1879.] 
In 1885 she left the property to her daughter, Martha Cotton Crawford, who in 1913 left 
the lot containing the Biggs house and office to her son Asa T. Crawford.20 He sold the 
property to Anna M. Crawford in 1919, and she sold the lot consisting at that time of 
1/3 acre to Mrs Susie Fowden in 1928.21 Mrs Fowden transferred the property 
to the Martin County Historical Society which presently owns it.. No remains of the 
law office or fence are visible on the Biggs lot today; only the house of Asa Biggs stil­
stands 22 
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(New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 20 

supplements), II, 262, hereinafter cited as 

PAGE 5 

2 Asa Biggs, IIAutobiography of Asa Biggs, 1865, Including a Journal of a Trip 
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4. II, 262. 

5. "Autobiography of Asa Biggs," 6. 
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20. Martin will Books 3, P 272; p. 132 
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From its construction in 1835 until the family evacuated Williamston during the Civil 
War, the house at the northeast corner of Church and Smithwick stre~ts was the home 
of , one of Carolina's best known jurists and 
(1811-1878) began his of law in 1831 and his political career in 1835 He 
was twice elected to the North Carolina House of Commons and served in the State 
Senate and United States Before being chosen for the United States Senate 
in 1854, he helped to prepare the North Carolina Revised Code of 1854. A defender 
of states' and earned for and 
to compromise on public issues. Appointed a united States District Court judge by 
President Buchanan in 1858, Biggs position in 1861 to back the Confederacy 
and serve as a Confederate District Court judge. After the Civil War, U refusal 
to conlpromise on issues of public importance forced him into self-exile from North 
Carolina when he refused to to the State Court for what 
he considered the court's interference in political matters. 

The lot on which the Asa Biggs house is built was purchased in 1830 and served as the 
site for his law office, house, and outbuildings The original house, begun in 1835, 
was a typical, side-hall, late Federal structure 
the dwelling with several additions over the years, to produce a complex floor plan 
and irregular exterior The original Federal style interiors survive as well as 
the vernacular Greek Revival detail of the later additions The house therefore 
fairly representative of many houses in northeastern North Carolina which underwent 
enlargements through time and incorporated vernacular adaptations of the then popular 
building styles to produce a regionally recognizable form. Biggs's diary references 
recalling consb:'uctJ,,!~ and additions are notable and rare documentation Archaeologica: 
excavations on the site have uncovered an brick sidewalk and could produce 
evidence of the outbuildings and other associated artifacts which would provide a 
better understanding of the use of the building within its surroundings. 

Criteria Assessment 

B.. For 
was 

decades of the mid-nineteenth , the Asa Biggs House 
home of Asa (1811-1878) and is the site most 

associated with the activities of his adult life and career as one of North 
Carolina Us l?est known jurists and 

C. The Asa Biggs House is a representative 
the of local vernacular 

of regional building habits and 
of Federal and Greek Revival elements, 

revealing the sequence of additions to accommodate a growing family. 
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Nartin County Records (microfilm), Archives, N.C. Division of Archives and History, 
Raleigh. (Subgroups deeds, wills.) 

North Carolina Volumes IV, V, and VI of -------------------------" by 
R. D. W. Connor, K. Boyd, Jo G. de Roulhac, 

Chicago: Lewis Publishing Company, 6 volmnes, 
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