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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGII\L~L (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Darden Hotel facing the main street of the small tm;'ffi of Hamilton, is a t-.;vo 
story frame te.mple-form building distinguished by its vernacular Ionic double portico 
The building, three bays wide and fou~ deep, is covered with weatherboards and rests on 
a brick foundation over a full basement The eaves are boxed beneath a molded cornice .. 
The gable roof is pierced by a heavy central chimney with a molded cap 

The main (-';'7est) facade features a superimposed portico Appea:-ing at both levels 
are pillars set on pedestals, both being square in section.. The faces of each pillar 
are sYIT~etrically molded The pedestals are deeply paneled The exaggerated Ionic 
capitals are quite massive and extend well beyond the sides of the pillars The volutes 
are deeply incised into the front and rear faces of the capital; otherwise the capitals 
are unadorned A thin abacus occurs beneath the plain, wide frieze (It is interesting 
t'J note that essentially identical pillars exist on the porch of the Sherrod House, just 
south of Hamilton) Betw'een the posts runs a latticel,vork balustrade The \Jall under 
the porch is covered with flush siding, as is the tympanum of the pediment, \17hich is 
pierced by a small lunette, now 

The first level of the main fac9-cte~1:tas \vindo~\lS~in~ tlt_~~~~QJ!g_~tb:.J?ays and a ;:;ingle 
door in the south one The upper half of the door has a single large pane of glass; 
th'2 Im,7er half has panels outlined by [L101dings Above the door is a fanlight ',lith 
delicate wooden members, set in a rectangular transom, 'ilith foliated scrollwork in the 
spandrels The windows in the north bays contain six-over-six sash of unusual con-

The muntins are spaced so that the panes are not of equal size the 
central pane is a large square the curner ones smaller squares and the r~illining panes 
elongated rectangles--vertical ones on the sides, horizontal on top and bottom At the 
second level of this facade a single central door is flanked by windo\,7s containing 
conventional six-aver-six sash 

The north side of the house has1;,lindmvs I,d.th DOrIDal siX-~o\ler-six sas·h. in all four 
at both levels Direct access tO,the full basement is from a covered entrance on 

l:his side~ The south side of the building has the same fenestration as the north, but 
a latticework addition with a gable roof and an open lancet~arched entrance covers the 
two central bays at the first level It shelters a side entrance approached by steps 
that have a chamfered post supporting a molded handrail; no balusters are present. 

The rear facade is pedimented, ~vith a plain flush-sided tympanum. The side bays 
at both levels have windows with six-aver-six sash" at the center of the first level are 
t r"w:::dLl2;le doors immediately next to each other. At the second level, above the south 
door there is a door, but the space beside it is blank. Only the outline visible on 
the ,,-JaIl suggests the porch that formerly served the doors at both the first and second 
1 e\/:::1:3 

1'1:1e first 00.':- o,c tiLe int>~rio rol1mls a 1 oms d 
Tile sIde hall (coni:3.ining the front stair T,lrhich rises rear-to~front along the south 
wall) is interrupted by a partition across the middle of the house; to the reat of the 
p2 titian tha hall becomes a w~der room. A pa enclosed service stair ri82& along 
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the.. rear Hall of this room The front and rear rooms on the north side both have heavy, 
plain Greek. Revival mantels \vi tIL flat pilasters supporting a wide frieze. The vIide 
baseboards are bounded by moldings that create the effect of one long panel on each wall 
Beneath each window is a horizontal panel of similar design At this level the central 
chimney is evident on three sides one side serves the normally-placed mantel on the 
eaSl: wall of the \'7est room; another side serves the corner fireplace in the southTNest 
angle of the.. east room, and the third side, with no opening, fills the northwest corner 
of the rear hall (southeast) room. 

The plan of the second floor is quite different from the firs t, I"lith maximum use 
of the center chimney apparently having been the organizing factor Here the chimney 
has four sides set diagonally, and there are four rooms each with a plain Greek 
Revival mantel on the corner fireplace Extending across the front of the house is a 
narrmv hall approached by the main Sl;?:!.F on the sou~h __ 'Jhis_J_r~gt helll provides acc::es s 
to the front po"cch, and terminates to the north in a small, unheated room.. Rising 
along the front wall of the hall is an astonishingly narrow attic stair, completely 
open, without a balustrade or spandrel enclosure. The attic is lit only by the lunette 
or the pedim'2nt 

The basement has brid-::: I-lalls and a dirt floor 
pcLC ti tion 'Halls The 1;\7alls bear traces of plas ter 
on both sides, and on the east side there is still 
ornamental molded round arch over the fire opening. 
used as a kitchen and sometimes as a d room" 

as well as some wooden and brick 
The central chimney has openings 

some plaster, including part of an 
It is said that the basement \'v'as 
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The Darden Hotel, probably built in the l840s or l850s as a commercial building, 
is a prominent landmark of the small river town of Hamilton. The temple-form building 
'~\lith its highly vernacular Ionic t~"o-tier portico exemplifies the vigor and individuality 
of a loca1craftsman's interpretation of the·Greek Revival style 

The Darden Hotel is located in Hamilton a small tmlTTt situated n'2.ar the Roanoke 
River in northwestern Hartin County The tm'Tn I;lTas known as "Hilton" until 1804 when 
it "las incorporated under its p~esent name) probably in honor of Alexander Hamilton, 
~'Tho lost his life that year in a duel vl~fth Aaron-Bu:-rr-----Its--c~~t~al1_;cation in the 
2-g-:::-iculturally rich Roanoke River valley, as Hell as its close proximity to the river 

1:821f made the tmvn an early center of COITlIilerce" 

1h2 earliest identifiable transfer of the land upon which the Darden Hotel was 
late erected occurred in 1823, \;'/hen the executors of the e.3tate of John corrveyed 
the [H"Operty to ~villiam Hilson of Ner,,( ~\Tho purchased IlLots 50 51, 52, and 53 11 for 

) 000. Taylor was a prosperous planter '\v'hose >;,7111 enumerated seventy-four slaves 
Before the date of this conveyance the land comprising these lots apparently was 
of a larger tract and thus virtually ssible to ident 

T'JO ye.ars later v,Tilliam ~-Ti1son sold the four half-acre lots to Horace Colloman and 
William Churchill, Boston merchants, for $~ 500 According to the deed, the lots then 
included a "Th,'Telling house store Ha House Kitchen and Smolce Honse fI as 1,'7ell as a. 
3~al1 I;varehouse i)situated at the Public Landing. IIL 1836 Colloman and Churchill conveyed 
the lots to John Gloman, another prosperous Martin Co planter for $700 Nothing 
in t:h~ "'lOrding of the deed accounts for the lower selling price In 1842 "Haldo & 

(probably a bu.siness firm) purchased the property from Cloman. Only a receipt 
~2'cords this transaction, and C10man lS hOl1se and lot in Hamilton and ~\7arehouse lion 

I-L:;n:il,':on Landing" are Illentioned Hhile no amount of money is speciried, the reference 
to :=1:'12 -svhctrf \17arehouse suggests continued use of the property in connection \;-1ith the 
iVec trade 

The year S 1 made out his half-interest in the tract to J 
Ido for 1,');11(10") ,':l !J t J C 

11350 and as a tor ll in Lne 1860 census. He i;,Tas an active Hamilton merchant 
was in the J business in pactnership with J. N. Bell and in a mercantile 

~'C1 I~ in pa"rtnership \lith L* L, Clements for at least a time during 1856-1857 He 
an lIauthorized agentll for Benton and Brother commission merchants 

~) .~ this tiJ.-ne ~ 
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In 1855 Waldo sold the property, then comprising only 1 7/10 acres,. to J H. Sebrell 
for $6,000 (This deed included the first and only available plat map of the tract.) 
The marked increase in price, as well as the architectural style of the building, 
suggests that the. structure was built during the period of Joseph ~valdo v s mvnership 
bet-:veen 1843 and 1855 J H Sebrell remained m,mer of the building from 1855 to 1867 

Local tradition has it that the building which later housed the Darden Hotel was 
in use as a hotel during the Civil War, and that its basement served for a time as a 
hospitalw Although several minor ·skirmishes were fought in or near Hamilton, and the 
tm,m I;vas occupied by Federal troops on tHO separa te occasions in 1862 no evidence could 
be found which positively identified the structure or revealed its use during the Civil 
Ha}-: era 

In December, 1867, absentee owner. __ ,L .. _. HSebrell-c.o.nvg..Y·€Ml--t-l:tB-futB.re Boyle-Darden 
property to Virginius C Sebrell for $3,000 In February, 1870, the latter Sebrell, 
I of Northampton County Virginia,lI sold the 1 7/l0-acre tract to Hrs Angenetta A .. 
Boyle for $3 100, I,Tho two years later conveyed it to Hrs Nary A Boyle, a native of 
England who paid $3,000 for the property 

The forerunner of the Darden Hotel opened its doors sometime between 1871 and 1878 
as the North Carolina Business Directory for 1877-.. ·1878 includes the name of "Nrs N .. A 
Boyle" as pro~rietor of a hotel in Hamilton. This is the first recorded reference to a 
ho tel on the property. The hotel was apparently a s1JC:('.essful venture and it remained 
the only such facility in the to'f711 £o:c at least six y(~ars A brief sketch of Hamilton 
appearing in the Raleigh Register in 1884 mentions "a most excellent hotel kept Mrs 
Boyle, one of the best women on earth II No other issue of the North Carolina Business 

is available before 1890, and that issue reflects the change in proprietorship 
Boyle to her daughter Ann Darden 

Hrs~ Boyle died intestate Hay 11 1887 Legal title to the hotel property apparently 
passed under the laws of inheritance to her son Francis A. Boyle of Washington County 
After a series of transfers among members of the family Nary A .. Darden obtained full 
title to the property by 1892 

At least as early as July) 1888, hmvever ,the hotel formerly operat'ed by lYIrs Boyle 
had become popularly known as the nConoho House II and ,,'TaS being actively managed by Nary 
Darden Apparently Nrs. Darden began her proprietorship ",lith at least some prior 
c:'::perience: the I'Jartin County CenSllS for 1870 V:?S her occ.upation as rrIer; 11 no 

(: evidence c'~;uld £ound~l :Lnd ILl in faci~ a 
boarding hOllse at this early date. The North Carolina Business Direc for 1890 con-
t::,3..ins a r,eference to the rrConoho House, as ,,"ell as to boarding facilities operate.d in 
fTcl8ilton by S. L, Hyman and Nrs Jane Jarvis respectively By 1896 the listings in the 

!.lsir.ess Direc included only the "Conoho House ll and the boarding house operated by 
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Mary A Darden died December 10, 1900 at the age of fifty-six Her husband Thomas 
E4 Darden apparently then beca@e the manager of the hotel and continued to operate it 
until his death on November 5, 1911 The annual North Carolina Year Books for 1902 ' 
through 1907 include, under the heading llHOTELS AND BOARDING HOUSES," the listings "T 
E. Da.'rden" and "Nrs J B Cloman" The Year Book for 1910 contains the first specific 
reference to the "Darden Hotel, If as v-lell as to Mrs Cloman' s establishment These 
lis tings remained unchanged in each annual edition of this publication until 1916, 1vhen 
Hamil ton s hotel and boarding facilities "l;vere lis ted as the "Pippen Hotel" and "coleman 
L~-i~7 Hrs J B.," respec tively 

The 1916 listing reflec ts albeit in tardy fashion, the change in mmership 1;vhich 
had occurred in 1913 conveyed the property to R A. Edmondson and his wife Sarah E. 
Edmondson of Martin County, for $1 500. 

R A. and Sarah E Edmondson,the-ner,v O1;vneTEJ o-fthe-pruverry-,- conveyed the tract 
to J T.L Davenport of Hartin County in December, 1913, after having mImed it for only 
oae month. The selling price was $1,500 After 1913 the Darden Hotel site exchanged 
hands six times before being acquired by the Historic Darden Hotel Foundation, Inc , 
in February 1911 
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