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DUSCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {{f known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE : ,

bascnent and is construct cd of stuccoed brlck. An old photonranh of %ho
stiructure taken in the 1880%s indicates that the presont light crean colored
stuccoe may possibly not be oripilual and that the wallis, may have been lormor-
ly rusticated. The exterior shows an interesting cowbinabion of restrsined
ﬂ@OwClaSGlCul desi.gn with flamboyant Victorian detaillo. The five bay iacade
" Gity Hall facing Third Street features a tetra-style Corinihian Portico.
'Tho columns are rlubed and the capltals are very delicately eiecuted and
lightly proporiioneds A full entablature which carrics around the whole
outlding is eiwployed and is quite freely foshioned with a minimun ol
decoration. The cornice is supportcd by sidely spaced acanthus con~o3csu,
The cenber bay of this facade fecatures a soml=circular archzd doomiay be
neath o pair of clongated arched windows. This double window iz fremed oy
oa arcied hood which has a fonclful key-stono and rests on consoles. Tho
Sympanua of thz arch featursc a uinmﬂo blind roundel, The bays fiondng
Yhe cenbral one have the same second loow windows with simple double
rechangular oneg below, The end bays of this facade, which {lank the Uort’ J.
are marked on e gecond floor level by coupled pilasters oa the cads of uha
cade. Oa the Princess Sitreed (south) sicdo essentially bthe sanie schoae ol
zaestrablon and decoration is employed, The wiridew treaticnt is thoe sans &
thaﬁ on the mala Tacade except thal the second {loor WanON arches ors les
‘elaborately finilshed and lack keystones. ALL second floor bays are divided
by pllasters, with coupled pilasters marking each end oi the facadz. Thoe
contrance %o Thalian Hall is off center being flanked by threc bays to the
lefs and Tour o the right. The inside cntrance bay has a ong-story porch
with Coriathiaw coluwmnsg oupportl1 a full eantablaturs. The original buius-
trade around the top of the porch has becn removed. Therc are three double
coors on Whe first floor level., Above the powch is a stylized Palladicn
WLHUULQ The center secilon retains i4s glaszing, the outer sccilons have
bect filleds The glaszing has also been removed from the windows to the wight
06 the entrance. Tne overall dimensions of the theatro wing is 60! by
1101, : :
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IJUCTL 2 On the interior Thalianm Hall retains most of its oripinal fobiic,
T vne auditorivm uLCblOﬂJNﬂlCh measures 15! by 57', the two balconies ara
supported on Glwmlauvive. columns of Ifonciful design decorauuu with spiral
Tfestoons of grapes and foilage. The seating area was originally augmuntuu
by Lloge galleries on the s gides, the lopes havo been removed, The hondsons
proscenivm galleries survive. Irom trowm rise fluted engaped colunng and
pllasiers. Bach of their major entrances is marked by a richly ornamcnted
arch with a shell motif in the tympanwn. The minor cntrances are below
semileclreular niches with repeat the shell motif and house wrns. The proscen.
iwa is richly enframed in decoratlve plaster with a series of alterm ting
Rococo cartouches and panels. Most of the interior decoration is exccubod
in plaster, The original wall paintings have been lost, but the drop curtain
painted with an ldeallzed Greek scene has survived,
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of the great theabters of the world, Thalian Hall was adaircd and voalsod

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

quarter of the Dighteenth Century. Tho ciby was Livst enteria
number of ravellng companics which aclted on an improviscd s
the twra of the centwry, treveling theatrical companics, as
Thalian Association, a well-lown local amatews group orlgivally rowvisd
in 1788, were able to perform on the stage of the Innes fcacemy. Jio
avallable for performances were the Mozar$ Holl and the Masonlc Hall,
Desplite these early begimnlag, however, it was not uniil the old Iunco
Acadery Building was demolished in 1855 and a now Thalica Hall vos consiructs
cd on the somz site, which ogened on October 12, 1858, ®ihat profesiionsl
legitimate drame" that had flourished earlier in New York, Pniladulohia,
Pichimond, Charleston, and New Orieans began in Wilwuingion., The now tlzoirs
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had been concelved early in the 1850's by the Wilmington cliy fathers, The
North Carolina General Asseably of 1851-55 authorized the Sown aubnowitics
oo

\.

io igsue clty bonds of up to fifty-thousand dollars for tho consiruction

of a new, combined City Hall and thcobre. The plans for the rathicr unigue
combination of structures were drown by Trimble of New Yook and tuzy collcd
for a bullding pwimavily of Corlwihion desipgn. The theabie wos desioned to
hold a capacity audicnce of 950 people and the interior was illuiingbed

by 188 gas burners. Mre. Jances Fo Post of Wilmington, supervised tho
construcilon of the building, Conforming in architecturel desimn to sowe
frow tho day of its opening.  The interior design, with its biers of
balconies greatly imnpressed tho cliilzens of Wiliwingbon. Tho corrcopondent
of the Wilwingbton Daily Journal wrotc bthat: "merely asc a vork of art She
ncw and beaviiiul deop curiain, ccenery, and decorabions will fon: a spectacla
vorih paying admission to seeo" Henwy Bacon, tho noted Wilmingbon archivec
pialacd the coachruction of the Sheatre, observing that the bullding Wwao:
nionned Vo be used by muny generations. It was bullt wilih sueh Judncnzab and
care and honest workemansiipe e.o" The fivrst full seasoa, 1556-1809, wao a
contiinuwing success for the new theatire, A wide varioby of proseulaiicis,
including classical works by Shakespsare, as well az, contemporary drana,
vero enjoyed by the public, The success of tho theatre was exewplary of the'
prosperity enjoyed by the towm, By 1858, Wilminplon was served by thiwoe
railroads, was an active port, and was the brading center for the Caps IFoar
Valley ond beyond. As o resuld of the prosperity enjoyed during the yoars
altor 1858, Wilmingbon could afford %o support a theatro program ol high

ualily. With the coming of tho Cilvil War, tho activities at Tholioa Moll
Liere somowhat curtailed, Despito tho tensions of tho War and the sorio
%ellow fover epidemic, public intercst in theatre did not dic. By 1863,
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8e increased trading brought about by blockade running, the theatre wos
"booming" once again, The scason of 1863-186L provcd %0 be one of the
fullest in the history of Thalian Hall, Subsequent to the capture of
Fort Fisher in 1805, which had guarded the entrance to the Caps Fear
River, and the Federal occupation of Wilmington, & decline in theatie
activity occured, a decline which continued until the end of the decade.
"During the years after 1870 a steady rise in Wilmington's. prosperity
occuired. Trade through the port, including commodiitles as cotion,
ltmbvx, turpentine, increased sfeadlly. During the same period, the wuwibey
of theatrical offerings increascd gradually. By the 1899-1900 scason,
Wilmington audiences enjoyed 108 performances in Thalian Hall, Tho
professional enbertainment offered was of the highest quality, A rommrle
able variety of plays, oporas, and variety shows were presented, including
Gilbert and Sullivan Operettas, grand opera, classical COﬂCLTUo,
Shakespera, and smateur performances. The period 1870-19C0 wituecced a
succession of famous actors and actresses perfovming in Thalian Hall,
Duriang 1870 Edwin Forest plsyed in Richelicu, Dawmon and Pythias and
King Lear, In 1878, the noted Luropean scuress Loy dancuschek pliyed
in LaLhOFLﬂC of Russmw and Iacboun. Duyiag the previous year Bufialo
Bill (W.l'.Cody) had appeared ou tae Thalian Hall stage with real lndlans,
etween 1900 and 1928, the year of the last regular 5EABON, audicuces
continued to cnjoy a constant séring of famous actors and acireoios
as James O'Nelll, Otis Skinvier, Lillian Russell, Job Griffith, ruuds
Adams, and Harxj Lauder, Although the Thalian Ezll theatre ccasecd to
provide a sbage for professional shows after 1928, it did provide a
placo Tor the reorganized Thalion Assoclation to con@;num 165 soaoong
of cntertolining productions. Thalien Hall remains, teday, the Bubu
example of Winslteenth Century theatre architecture in North Carolina,
Over itus years of service Tholion Hall has undergonz & number of _b‘u.:s
and renovations, bul none of these have seriovsly alterad the original
~1lines of &tho structure, A full scole program of praservallon and
rostoraiion sponsored by e Thal;an Hall Restoration Comnitiee wa
begun in 1968, ‘ ‘ , ; ~ . '
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