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NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION 

Carolina Heights Historic District 
(Boundary Increase) 
New Hanover County, N.C. 

This boundary increase to the Carolina Heights Historic District 
contains twelve houses and two outbuildings located in the 100 and 200 
blocks on the west side of North Thirteenth Street between Grace Street and 
Princess Street and two commercial buldings located in the north side of 
the 1200 block of Market Street. The amended area is located on the 
western boundary of the original district nomination. The Carolina Heights 
Historic District, listed in early 1999, contains approximately 410 
historic houses, several churches, and several commercial buildings. The 
district is made up of two distinct developments, Carolina Heights and 
Winoca Terrace, whose similar architectural character results from the 
overlapping period of their development. These neighborhoods were 
considered fashionable residential areas as Wilmington began to expand into 
the suburbs in the early twentieth century. This nomination of the west 
side of North Thirteenth Street includes houses which were part of the 
original Winoca Terrace development, and which were inadvertently excluded 
from the Carolina Heights Historic District nomination. The two commercial 
buildings in the 1200 block of Market Street, a service station and a 
funeral home, while not part of the original development, were an integral 
part of the neighborhood from the 1930s until the 1980s. These two 

properties mark the western limits of intact property historically 
considered as an integral part of the neighborhood. 

The houses along North Thirteenth Street were among the first to be 
built in the Winoca Terrace neighborhood. They tend to be somewhat grander 
than the remainder of the development, which consists mainly of bungalows. 
The houses vary in style from a late Queen Anne influenced (H. Houston 
Merritt House, #1) to Colonial Revival dwellings (Samuel Berger House, #8) to 
more modest bungalows (Mrs. Carrie VanBuren House, #3). The houses, all with 
nicely landscaped front yards, are set back from the road an equal distance 
creating a uniform streetscape. Several houses include small garages along 
their back alleys. 

The c. 1936 Sinclair Service Station (#13) is a typical one-story 
service station with Mission Revival details, including a tiled pent roof and 
porte-cochere with peaked parapet. The c. 1936 Yopp Funeral Home (#14) was 
built in the Colonial Revival style. The two-story, hipped-roof building 
features a centered cross gable and a five-bay fa~ade with a typical Colonial 
Revival door surround with sidelights and a transom. 
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Section 7 Page 2 New Hanover County, N.C. 

INVENTORY LIST 

The inventory list includes all the houses in the 100 and 200 blocks of the 
west side of North Thirteenth Street moving from south to north. It also 
includes 1201 and 1207 Market Street. Deeds and city directories were 
utilized to determine the original date and owners of the buildings. 

C = Contributing resource 
N Noncontributing resource 
B Building 
OB = Outbuilding 

List C/N Street Date Height Description/original owner­
occupant 

West side of North Thirteenth Street (100 block) 

1 C/B 101 

2 N/B 103 

c. 1914 2 

c. 1916 1 

H. Houston Merritt House; 
Queen Anne style with 
weatherboard siding; hipped 
(pyramidal) slate roof; four 
bays wide; two-story, three­
sided front bay topped by 
front pedimented gable with a 
semi-circular vent; single­
light transom over front door; 
1/1 sash windows; wrap-around 
front porch with front gable 
supported by square posts; 
interior chimney; chain link 
fence surrounds property. 

Eugene P. Brock House; 
bungalow with hipped 
(pyramidal) roof with exposed 
rafters; gable-front dormer; 
combination of shingles and 
weatherboard siding; 
asymmetrical facade; full­
width front porch has been 
partially enclosed; porch 
supported by chamfered posts 
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3 C/B 105 c. 1916 

4 C/B 107 c. 1921 

4A NC/OB 107 c. 1940 

5 C/B 109 c. 1916 

Carolina Heights Historic District 
(Boundary Increase) 
New Hanover County, N.C. 

1 

2 

2 

2 

resting on shingled piers; 
south side addition; brick 
wall runs along front of 
property. 

Mrs. Carrie VanBuren House; 
bungalow with weatherboard 
siding; gable-end with 
overhanging eaves and 
supporting brackets; three 
bays wide with central front 
door flanked by 12/1 sash 
windows; gable-front porch 
supported by square posts and 
enclosed by picket balustrade; 
interior chimney. 

Burton K. Myers House; 
Craftsman style with Colonial 
Revival features; weatherboard 
siding; gable end with 
overhanging eaves and 
supporting brackets; double­
tier, partial-width wrap­
around porch supported by 
columns on the first level and 
square posts on the second 
level; second-level porch 
enclosed with solid balustrade 
and screens; interior chimney. 

Garage/apartment; gable-end 
frame building with asbestos 
shingle siding; two-car garage 
on first level; apartment on 
second level; 6/6 sash windows 
in apartment. 

Edwin T. Burton House; 
foursquare with weatherboard 
siding; hipped (pyramidal) 
roof with overhanging eaves; 
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6 C/B 119 c. 192 5 

Carolina Heights Historic District 
(Boundary Increase) 
New Hanover County, N.C. 

2 

hipped-roof dormer with two 
front windows; two bays wide 
with 2/2 sash windows; transom 
over front door; full-width 
front porch supported by 
columns; porch enclosed on 
south side. 

Robert W. Farmer House; 
foursquare with Colonial 
Revival features; weatherboard 
siding; hipped (pyramidal) 
roof; two bays wide with 6/1 
sash windows; paired window 
south of door; wrap-around 
porch supported by columns and 
enclosed by picket balustrade; 
two-story bay addition on 
south side; interior chimney. 

West side of North Thirteenth Street (200 block) 

7 C/B 201 

8 C/B 203 

c. 1914 2 

c. 1930 2 

Loudolf C. Muegge House; Dutch 
Colonial Revival with vinyl 
siding; three-bay dormer with 
a paired 6/1 sash window 
flanked by single 6/1 sash 
windows; three bays wide; 
central front door with 
sidelights and transom; 8/1 
sash windows on first level; 
entry porch with flat roof 
supported by fluted columns; 
south-side piazza supported by 
fluted columns; two interior 
chimneys. 

Samuel Berger House; brick 
Colonial Revival; gable-end 
slate roof; two gabled dormers 
with decorative sash windows; 
modillion cornice; three bays 
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9 C/B 205 

10 C/B 207 

11 C/B 209 

c. 1916 

c. 192 5 

c. 1916 

Carolina Heights Historic District 
(Boundary Increase) 

New Hanover County, N.C. 

1 1/2 

1 1/2 

2 

wide with 1/1 sash windows; 
side-hall entrance with semi­
elliptical transom; gable­
front portico with curved roof 
supported by slender 
Corinthian columns; interior 
chimney; south-side piazza 
supported by slender 
Corinthian columns. 

James B. Huntington House; 
bungalow with overhanging 
eaves; gable-end with 
oversized gable-front dormer 
with triple-hung 4/1-6/1-4/1 
sash window; wrap-around front 
porch has been partially 
enclosed on both the south and 
north ends; central front door 
with multi-light transom 
flanked by 6/1 sash windows; 
porch supported by pair posts; 
two interior chimneys. 

John C. Evans House; brick 
bungalow with Colonial Revival 
features; gable end with twin 
shingled gable-front, pedi­
mented dormers, each with a 
4/1 sash bungaloid window; 
three bays wide; central front 
door flanked by paired 4/1 
sash bungaloid windows; gable­
front portico supported by 
columns; wrought-iron 
balustrade; exterior chimney 
on south gable end; south-side 
piazza supported by columns. 

Dennis H. Lee House; Queen 
Anne influenced; aluminum 
siding; hipped roof with 
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11A NC/OB 209 c. 194 5 

12 C/B 211 c. 1921 

Carolina Heights Historic District 
(Boundary Increase) 

New Hanover County, N.C. 

1 

1 

multiple gables; two bays 
wide; side-hall entrance; 
triple window with honey-comb 
upper panes south of door; 2/2 
sash windows in remainder of 
house; wrap-around porch 
supported by brick piers; 
picket balustrade, exterior 
chimney on south side of 
house. 

Garage; single-car gable-front 
cinder block garage. 

Edison L. Watkins House; 
bungalow with clapboard 
siding; gable end with 
overhanging eaves; exposed 
rafters and supporting 
brackets; front porch has been 
entirely enclosed and 
principal entrance changed to 
face Grace Street; exterior 
chimney on north side; 4/4 
sash windows. 

North side of Market Street (1200 block) 

13 C/B 1207 c. 193 6 1 (for.mer) Sinclair Service 
Station; one-story stuccoed 
brick service station with 
Mission Revival details 
including a tiled pent roof 
over two service bays and a 
large front porte-cochere with 
a peaked parapet supported by 
massive brick columns; 
building is currently 
undergoing renovation. 
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14 C/B 1209 c. 1936 

Carolina Heights Historic District 
(Boundary Increase) 

New Hanover County, N.C. 

2 (for.mer) Yopp Funeral Home; 
Colonial Revival style with a 
hipped roof with centered 
cross gable; five bays wide 
with central door flanked by 
double 6/1 and single 6/1 sash 
windows; Colonial Revival door 
surround includes sidelights 
and transom. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

s '(TI.1MAR y 

Carolina Heights Historic District 
(Boundary Increase) 

New Hanover County, N.C. 

The Carolina Heights District Boundary Increase is a small residential 
area containing twelve houses and two outbuildings located on the west side 
of the 100 and 200 blocks of North Thirteenth Street and two commercial 
buildings on the north side of the 1200 block of Market Street. The 
boundary increase completes the boundaries of the Carolina Heights Historic 
District (NR 1999) by adding the stylish houses on North Thirteenth Street 
which formed the western boundary of the Winoca Terrace subdivision. The 
boundary increase reinforces the significance of the district in the areas 
of community planning and development and architecture in that the two­
block area contains a collection of styles popular in the early twentieth 
century, including the late Queen Anne, the Colonial Revival, as well as 
the popular Craftsman bungalow. As with the remainder of Winoca Terrace, 
the houses were built for Wilmington's white collar workers desiring a 
residential location which was removed from the dirt, noise, and crowded 
conditions of the city, yet within an easy commute by street car. All but 
one of the twelve houses retain architectural integrity and contribute to 
the overall significance of the original Winoca Terrace neighborhood which 
was made up of middle-class early-twentieth-century houses and their many 
outbuildings situated on nicely landscaped lots. The service station and 
funeral home, located on Market Street, were an integral part of the 
neighborhood from the 1930s to the 1980s and mark the western limits of 
intact property historically considered as part of the neighborhood. 

Historical Background and Community Planning/Development Context: 

The Carolina Heights Historic District (NR 1999) encompasses two of 
Wilmington's early residential neighborhoods which developed adjacent to 
each other at approximately the same time: Carolina Heights, whose 
earliest houses date to 1908, and Winoca Terrace which began construction 
in 1911. The extension of the city's trolley lines to the neighborhood 
ensured its success by giving residents easy access to the workplace, the 
commercial downtown, entertainment, schools, and churches. The Carolina 
Heights Historic District is significant in the area of community planning 
and development as a local reflection of the growth of suburban 
neighborhoods in the early twentieth century. The District also holds 
significance in the area of architecture for the intact collection of early 
twentieth century domestic styles. 
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Carolina Heights Historic District 
(Boundary Increase) 
New Hanover County, N.C. 

The Carolina Heights District Boundary Increase includes twelve houses 
and two outbuildings which are located along the western boundary of the 
original Winoca Terrace neighborhood. The original deeds included the same 
restrictions as those outlined on deeds for the remainder of the 
neighborhood. These deeds prohibited the sale of liquors or ardent spirits 
upon the properties for twenty-one years; established $2,000 as the minimum 
cost of any house erected on any of the lots; required that the lay-out of 
the lots shown on the plan of Winoca Terrace be adhered to; and restricted 
the orientation of dwellings and required that houses not be built less 
than twenty feet from the street line (Winoca Terrace deeds). 

Development of Winoca Terrace did not begin in earnest until 1911 when 
the real estate and development firm of J. G. Wright and Son began grading 
the land and laying sidewalks. By June of 1913, the Morning St~r reported 
that Winoca Terrace contained paved streets, sewerage, water, gas, 
electricity, police and fire protection, and was accessible to churches and 
schools. By 1915, Winoca Terrace was becoming a popular and fashionable 
Wilmington address (the Evening Dispatch, October 26, 1912, p. 3). 

Historic Architecture Context: 

Initial development of Winoca Terrace was concentrated along North 
Thirteenth Street. The twelve houses along the west side of North 
Thirteenth are similar to other houses within the Carolina Heights 
district. The two-block area contains dwellings designed in nationally 
popular styles including the Colonial Revival, foursquare, bungalow, as 
well as the late-Queen Anne-influenced. 

Probably the earliest house in the Winoca Terrace neighborhood, the c. 
1914 H. Houston Merritt House (1), located on the corner of Princess and 
North Thirteenth Street, is a two-story frame Queen Anne-influenced house. 
The multi-gabled house retains a steep slate roof, multiple bays and a wide 
wrap-around porch. Like many other residents of Winoca Terrace, Merritt 
was employed by the Atlantic Coast Line Railroad (ACLRR) . Another early 
house, the c. 1914 Loudolf C. Muegge House (7), located on the corner of 
Chestnut and North Thirteenth Streets, is a Dutch Colonial Revival. Muegge 
was also employed by the ACLRR. James B. Lynch, a well-known Wilmington 
architect active in the construction of Winoca Terrace and Carolina Heights 
houses, also resided for several years at this address (Wilmington City 
Directories, 1914-1917). 
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Interior 

Carolina Heights Historic District 
(Boundary Increase) 
New Hanover County, N.C. 

The c. 1916 Dennis H. Lee House (11) is another Queen Anne-influenced 
house. Along with a steeply-pitched hipped roof and multiple gables, the 
house retains a triple window with honey-comb panes and a wide wrap-around 
porch with a picket balustrade. Lee was the chief clerk auditor for 
receipts with the ACLRR (Wilmington City Directory, 1916). 

Foursquares on the street include the c. 1916 Edwin T. Burton House 
(5) and the c. 1925 Robert W. Farmer House (6). They both exhibit steeply 
pitched hipped roofs with overhanging eaves, are two bays wide, and include 
full-width porches and south side sunroofs. Burton was an attorney and 
county solicitor for New Hanover County; Farmer was employed as a train 
master with the ACLRR (Wilmington City Directory, 1916, 1925). 

The c. 1930 Samuel Berger House (8), located at 203 North Thirteenth 
Street, is a classic brick Colonial Revival dwelling with a gable-end slate 
roof and a modillion cornice. The gable-frpnt portico is supported by 
slender Corinthian columns, as is the south-side piazza. 

Bungalows are well represented in the two blocks contained in Carolina 
Heights Historic District boundary amendment. The c. 1916 Mrs. Carrie 
VanBuren House (3), at 105 North Thirteenth is a good example of a typical 
bungalow. Characterized by broad overhangs with exposed rafter tails at 
the eaves and wide front porches, bungalows make up a significant portion 
of the Winoca Terrace neighborhood. 

The c. 1936 Sinclair Service Station (#13) is typical of many early­
twentieth-century service stations. It includes a two-bay service area 
surmounted by a pent tile roof, while a peaked parapeted porte-cochere 
protects the entrance to the office section. Adjacent to the service 
station is a c. 1936 Colonial Revival-style funeral home (#14). Built by 
the Yopp family, the funeral home remained in business until 1982. 

This group of stylish early-twentieth-century houses contribute to the 
significance to the Carolina Heights Historic District and were included in 
the original Winoca Terrace development. The two-block area continues the 
rhythm of architectural style, layout, and setback established in the 
Carolina Heights Historic District. The addition of the two commercial 
buildings on Market Street, adjacent to the New Hanover County High School, 
completes the 1200/1300 block of Market Street. 
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

Verbal Boundary Description 

Carolina Heights Historic District 
(Boundary Increase) 
New Hanover County, N.C. 

The boundaries of the district addition are shown by a black line on 
the accompanying map. It includes the lots in the 100 and 200 blocks of 
the western side of North Thirteenth Street and the 1200 block of Market 
Street. 

Boundary Justification 

The boundary is drawn to include the lots in the 100 and 200 blocks of 
the western side of North Thirteenth Street which were part of the original 
layout of the Winoca Terrace development which is included in the Carolina 
Heights Historic District, as well as two commercial buildings facing 
Market Street which were integral parts of the neighborhood. 
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