
-...... 
{') 

z 

w 
U1 

1 O-jC.t;-. UNITED STATES DEPAPTJ\~ENT OF THE IiHERIOR STATE: 

(~1!I'V, 6·72) NA IIONAL PJ,RK SE RVleE North Carolina 
" 

COuNTY, 

NATl l'-I L R I OF HI 0 Ie p AC Nash 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM I----

FOR NPS USE OlillY 
E:NTP,'t DATE 

, (Type all entrie~ , cDmplete applicable sections) c 

lL .' ~,~:\.t:;::, " 
' :: , . 

" 

f,2. 

r3 '-

c;: OI\~'t!ON: 

Generai Joseph 1I.rring ton House 
1----
ANDiO? HISTORIC:' 

LOCAT~ON 
.. 

, , , 

! 51 RFE-T AND NUMBER: 

Ie North side of S.R .. 1500, 0.1 mi. lv-est of .i"I.L.Y}ction with S. R. 1310 
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CU;';OI Tlm'~ 
(C'hoe/( On",) 

Fai r 

(Cil·j.~k One) 

C] l).e:Hiorat·~d 

PHYSICAL APPE"c,\Ri,NCE 

[] :~LJins 

n Moven [SJ Original Si t~ 

Tho':) Ge:neI>al House is a fra:n.e structure appare 
hpilt in parts and on a brick cellar. 'Both are covered 
tIi th g3.ble roofs and h~i. 'le handsome molded l>Te atherboard liTi th an unu.sually 
c profile Together they-present a five facade) so 
The wast section, pr older, is one story high} bJO bays wide and two 

., and has simple Georgian interiors. This section may 
fJast originally; the Tear roofline ha,s tHO an 
engaged porch The larger east section is tHo-stories , three 
and tTJ,JQ deep and has elaborate, vernacular Federal interiors. The sn13.11 
section has a box cornice ~rith pattern boa.rc1s and the has a molded 
cornice; a 1936 photograph shat1TS a dentil course Dat'T concealed (;11':1 roof 
O'll3 At the rear of the large section is a one-s shed extension) 
apparently original A later shed addition has been constructed at the 
2ear of the smaller section, its roofline continuing the slope of the nm,T'­
enclosed porch 

I ·~ On the north1j1Test side of the house occur two double -shoulder, brick 
exterior end chirnl1e ys laid in Flemish bond, '\i,Ti th tumbling at the smoo th 
:shoulders and molded caps One is located at the 1" and th3 smaller 
Second chirrmey on the shed extension~ The larger chi.mney displays 2. mouse L' 

to()th band in· its cap and) an ul"lusual feature., on the sides of thC' i 
as \'T>3 11. (The chimney tre a tInen t is like tha si.ngle -shoulder Ol1ClS at IS: 

Tavern [burned] in southern Nash C01inty, but at the latter the mOlJ.se-tooth I 
C3Trie 5 across the shoulder ;as I>Tell) The smaller chimney is double - I 
shouldered:l 'Hi th the upper shoulder occurring above t.he roofline Originally 

I ;~:: ~e f :~:d:) :~ ~~~;r t~~d o~~!~"\: ~r ~n t(~,~Pi ~~~ ts end of th: h ~~~ s ~ t ( ~:~ t~;: I 

I 
bricl;: laid in Fleli1ish bond, and ldas quite deep, 1i'Jith smoo steep :st101..11d:3J:".3 

, and a freestanding stack Hi th molded cap.) This chiml1ey \iTas rernoved to ! 

11

', provide for a docn>lj'Jay T,vhich nm'T leads to an adjacent frame struc tur8 blJ.il t I 

.sinGS 19J6. 'L~-':""'GL.""'~I""~~10~ ... :I, 
I 

Nine-over-nine sash occurs at the first level ,:lnd six-over-si.x - - _ . 
second The no:!.~thT,'Test facade has narrOH 1j,Tindo~'Ts the r 
I>Ti.th six-aver-six sash on the fi~cst floor and four-olJer-four on the second I 

I . In the gable ends of each section are of small caS8me t. 

.1 :~~~ ~~s . The lnnd OH S urr 0 lmd s cons is t of ill 0 1 de d arc hi tI' 8.78 8 ".nel ·cel lmd e d I 

The front facade (north8a.st) 11::1S a sirnple :coof entrance 9Cfcch.) I 
acl.clad since 1936) shel the 20ntheaste of ttl,:] tMO-3 sectio:l', 
The entrance contains a doubl(3 door ');'rith threp rais:3d papsls O~l. e,3.,~;h l_~'3 I 
stl.rrno1}.nted by a tra.nsom and frJ.mscl a Ill.cldecl 3.l'chi trav? i 

The interior of the house l'e'\T'3als it~:c., .. ro-.~~·T.OL~;\L.~.J')""'11.,:: L.l .... ~"con·:l',·".i·l:~~.!.'u·~ .. LJ'~li.(t:.[!:l.i'1" ',. ,.c::Tll(~1 '1".'1'1 I 
l~F' 38;::: tion follm'F3 a s ide hall v ~ ~.. -.~ ~ •. , ~ , . I 
elai:oY'o.tever'nacul.J.T F:3cl(31~o.l ) TJ\Thile tho:; smaller ~',ion C()lTtctin::~ I 

T'l' 1 II d L 1 -" • •. ,. ,I rooms ~ l1lS na~_ an . 'line irO~l-'::: ll1 par+J.,(':::lJ.L,:l.:c COYlT,,:LLll. 1>1000 i 
of apparently cha.TC:l.ctOJT :j~'i.th Ada.m83cll·18 mati TdJ.'lC1ered in l 

distinctly 'i?a:cnacular fclShionj Hith a lT93.1th ougai,Tcl.c1< in o.:"no[,';.. 
The l1 all :i S 'GTe: :~dje d~\i' .it.h ':1 ,'Le' C ~J ~ '- k 

of unadorne d' 
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and rcad garland motif and 

COUI'I T Y 

Nash 

1;I~lin')cots in the hEl,ll and aI"3 similar each of a 
rOH of rec"Gangula,r raisad panels tlTi th indented corn-31'S" Ihs tr"TO cJifCer j 

in that t.he chair rail in the hall has in e qltally space d group3 0 [ 

four vertical line s in t1:Lree rmvs, [,'Thile the chair rail in the h2.0 
gouged garland strung bet,Teen each gr01xp Door and T"rindm,T arcb.itr','1ves c3-r'3 

also similar in the hall and p'-1..rlor lj,Ti th the exception of the fr!Jnt and 
:-C8d.:C' doors at either end of the h3.11., the hall door :3urrounc1s cOr!.sist of 
syml~l'::3 trically molded flanking pilasters a semi-ci:c'cnla.r molded 
overdoor arch "livith pierced and g01..tgecl , '!ernacular dentils) and ~ 

molded decorative key~3ton8. The arch contains 'flush ;=)he Hhich 
is unadorned i!l the hall bu-c is embellIshed t'vith a gouged garl,:=mci-ancl-tass81 
moti in the parlor Also in the parlor the arche s are further adorned TN-:i th 
t)I[O ba.nds of cable molding" The doors themselves (except the frcnt ancl rear 
double doors) consist of .six raised panels ~,ri_ th :~_rlc1ent8d corners 

1.1'18 I,rindov.r ,surround,s in the north1i'fest and the front and re;-u' d(/j[, 
su~crounds in the hall are te similar utilize the sames 3S 

·used on the doors) but support an entablature instead of the arch" The over·-
doors have a continuation of the pilasters the transom) and e;],ch 0 

th3 S8 has a flat pane 1 1;,Ti th a lrertical rOH of gouge d line sand rce d Clnd 
gougGd Hork at the capital The entablature breaks out in end blocks and b)~-L:=j 

,'1~=,y((lm8 trically molded archi tre,va) a three ~p=L:.-'t fri'8 ze surmc)llntec1 .3. tnn) 
of d and gouged motif J and a corniCt), 'I'ia r'l-l nd rM::-1..LY·r'-')l'i'rL~ 
in t~13 parlor lack the gouged pilcLster extension ancl have s1~;;bu~'~t~ ~ ~n-' th~ '- ~l "-I' 
eo:::1 hlocks and cenb3r frieze panel. I 

Th3 or has a highly unusual mantel--,rall tre a tmentl,rho1'ein the Hinrio',\s 
are handled as part of the mantel composition. The mantel proper' has Ct· I 

fire and plas ter surround; fla.DJcsd sjtrn.fr1.e mOldElcll1 

h:Jr::~ ~,)tth conV,3.:X center that the sE:ion of (~Jlonn~tt,::;sJ 

e[n"\--"~;11ish8c:l "lili th continuous bands of vertical i::l. i:.J--

. paI't C:Jntablature sJJllilar to the overli,rindmJs The frieZ8 i 
lc,';J8:c b3.Dc.l of circular cut-outs anet upper b::lnd of a.ll-srnclti verti'''':.,::11 gou,s:':;:::3 
and gc)ugec1 sym .. 'Tletrical cro~38a:3., Sn.nburs t"s OCelli." on 1,1-le 8D8 l~lo(:'-s Cl.c!i1 ,::; 
panel Th3 cornice fe,Cl"tttI'es a conr:Je of reed vertic:3.1 lo~::e ::;" The 

I 
0':1 

fICJ.nl<:ecl lj'TindcJ~..rs -' ["rhich ::.,h3I'8 3. 

sp9,ce OV3r the mantel Sunbur,s b occur en 
and on a central 1,3.bl'3t oVerl~118 mc:.~ltel) 

~~ll~d ~tcvJsel be) DtJ :3.tll ,:1 tL:1 ,').vy mold:::: d 
'::'11\'3 ov(~r th:':l man~,el its'~3If is 

The rear nortJli;ro st room is 
pan~, 1::; c1 uainsc 
bnrs0.s 8.nd re8 

An enclo8t:':lcJ. stair ;J fiT11icf1 (~fJ_ll 

at' n e'L' t.hS;3 :3 t :c C) om, h Ci.S Cl. 

c Oj~n~_ ce 

cnrecl -' 

arehi 

be :?l1ce 

---_ .. -------------

(,',8 Cl 

common 8 n t,,:1.l-:LI. ture 1,11 'J. -l~ 

eland I 
1~CL(~J I 

vel 

I 
i 

I 
______ J 
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fleor in a single run. The second floor has two rooms with a sr.1all center 
hClll~ A molded chair rail and beaded baseboard is used throughout, and 
Hindm,r &'1d door archi trave are sim~ly molded; the doors cO!lsist of six flat 
panels. The mantels in both rooms are identic2.1 and of C-eorgian form. Each 
has a square opening "l-Ti th plastered surround and a wide, simple, molded archi 
travs surmounted by a simple molded shelf. 

The older section has been extensi vsly retforke d on the first floor TtTi th 
both original mantels removed.. They are stored in the barn and both are in 
the Georgian style but feature Federal moldings.. The larger of the tTrJo has 
a segmental-arched opening surmounted by two flat panels and a molded dentil 
cornice. The smaller mantel is similar; however, it has a rectangular opanin 
and lac!{s a cornice shelf, being contained Hi thin a simple, molded archi traiTs 
The main room in the older part has a simple v.Tainscot composed of flat 
sheathing boards and a simple molded cha.ir rail. ~"'indmvs and doors havo flat 
board-architraV8s.' fu1 enclosed stair with flush wainscot and v.rinders ascends 
to th9 upper level. This single room appears to retain its original interior 

'having a high flush shea thed wainscot Hi th a v-Tide, simple, molded chair rail 
and simple molded architrav-es. There are cutouts in the wall (northeast) 
v.rhere dormers Here once mounted.. These, however, have been removed cmd the 
opening covered OV8r from the outside. . . • 

GPO 921-71'; 
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o 1St;' Cent'HY 

Ap\)(opti!~ta) 

U 16th C1nlury 

SfC-' IFiC DATE(s) (/( lipp1icatJle f3ndKnown) 

Abor iginol 

o P rehi storie 

o Historic 

o Agriculture 

gg Archi ?ectura 

DArt 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

E ducoti on 

Engineering 

Indu5try 

Invention 

Landscope 

Archi lecture 

17 th Ccn 1'IJ(y 

o Politicol 

Cl Rei igion/Phi-

IO:5ophy 

[J Science 

o Sculpture 

o 20rb 

o U.ban I-'Iunning 

o Other (S,02cify) 

CJ Socia I/Humon-
------------~ o Commerc!'? 0 Li leralure itorian 

o Communications o Military Cl Theater 

o Conservation o Music o Tran3portation 

->·~t,TEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The GeD'3:::'3..1 Jo.s9ph Arrington House is composed of a small Geor 
ctHelling and a larger late Federal period addi.tion c 
vernacular interiors of extraordinary richne ss and indi It is 
of local historical importancg as one of the fm,! surviving plantation 
houses of the .Ar~ington family) ~vlLo were arnong -bhe most irn.por-tan-t, ci·bizens 
of Nash County@ 

About 1760 -L'ITthur Arrington and his sons moved from Isle of 
COtl.nty" Virginia, to ~vest8rn Edgecombe County) North C3=-~01ina. 

~'Ta3 among the commission8rs Hho laid out the line tbj_s s9ction 
into Nash Co·unty., 1j\Tas appointe d first sheriff of the n81,T county; and Ij,TaS 
ODa of the first justices. He and his 80n:3., ~rthuT) Jr., anct 
obtained extensive land holdings in the aTea of northeI'D 'N:J,sh Count:/.'3rou:cld 
SMift Creek" Arthur, J1' , had t~'J81ve children, .:3Dc1 tT hac1 many 
of ~Thom were equally prolific so that by the g t~L2 

area 1'Tas populated by Arringtons \i,Tho li\T8re and COClsis 
intermarried 3lld exchanged lend The chain of title for the Arrington 
Ron.se is thus uncertain 

General Joseph Arrington, Jr 0) son of Joseph (abov~3) 'L,Tas the 
builder of the large Federal period addi tion. (He li,r,:1S a generg.l in the 
mtli tia) In the early nine tsenth century, he m,Tlled large tra,cts of la:nd 
in the neighborhood) part of "'Thich had beeD forme o~,\m::?d 

Joseph) and part of 'i'Thich had beeD ()T"mec1 by General 11illiam the 
fa ther of J oSE=tph, Jr 1:3 ~'Tife, Jackson 
appear to have been contigu011s sma}.l 
pa~t of the present house was that which ived from his 
father, but dee c1 re search indicate s that it TN'as on 
fonnerly oHned 'Hilliam (,Joseph) Sr.. t,2.tion 
~\T8nt after his de i-l th in 1818 to his HiLe )1YLarth ~'Tho LL ve d tLL''-~f-J as a 
~idow until af~r Joseph, Jr.) left tha state.) 

In 183l~ 
in August) Sep 
Nash County) 

iLrrington;J J£., a::::1v8C'tis(3r:1 in 
and October, his desire to 

cl::; te rmins d to rmnOV8 to tll::} S 

to Surater Coun ,Alah'1lo;::l) moved 
186Lt) His de s tion of his home tract ,:,tl1d hOUSE: 38:=:ms tu j.clenti 
clea.:cly and reveal his pride in-··-and suggss-t hi3 li:(8 lJuilo 
OI'r1 :;ion of--the Federal sec t,j em: 

. , 
lG 
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The TRACT 1;,;-hareon I nm-7 live, lying on the no:r'th side of Svlift C~"e8k, 

and within one a~d a h~lf miles of Hilliardston, i~~ediat8ly on The 
road from Hearn Y s meeting house to Warrenton.. This Tract contains 

900 or 1,000 ACRES, 

and is not inferior to any in this neighbC)rhood in point of quality 
of land and improvements, it having there on a very commodious DT/~LLI~fG 
HOUSE, 62, feet long, 32 feet Hide, ~Tith 5 rooms belo:J and a pass3.ge 
running across the house 10 feet wide, ~nd two pair of stairs--the 
inside work of a part of this house is- inferior to none in this section-
4 chimnies, ~Tith an excellent cellar, 32 by 18, the balance of the 
house closely bricked underneath, "V-Ti th all other necessary out house s, 
amongst which is an excellent B.J:TCHEN, 28 by 18, built of brick 'Hith 
two chimneys. There is attached to this building an excellent well 
of pure "V-Ta ter wi thin 20 steps of the door, and a ne ver failing spri. ng 
Hi thin 150 yards of the house ~ As to health I belie va this is or.e of 
the most heal thy se ttlements in this county. 

On November 24, 1836, Joseph, Jr .. , deeded to Arthur Arrington his fatherls 
land, Ilwhereon Martha itrrington how lives, and also my right ... to th"3 
Land and plantation ,\;\Thereon I fonnally lived; II Arthur Has to sell the pro­
parties if needed to payoff Joseph's debts. The same.year, Joseph and his 
tlife 11ary sold to Thomas Irvin 'the 'Ttract on the nort,h sica of s:'v-ift Creek 
containing 300 acres more or less ...... whereon the sd Joseph now lives,ll 
adjoining Nartha Arrington I s place, and being lIa part of the land draH!l by 

,the said Joseph in right of his wife I~y J. as one of the heirs of General 
1rJilliam Arrington deceased. II Irvin, v.Jho was married to Leah C. k'rington, 
General Joseph 1 s niece and Arthur Arrington' s_.da1.lghter, bought the other 
tract (above) from Arthur Arrington, Joseph's trustee in 1838: thus putting 
hiw031f in possessior. of much of Joseph's former holdings. He sold 300 acres 
oht2.i!led from Josep~1. Arrington to John Dancy in lSl.tO) no other d3eds or wills 
frem Irvin were found G The tract passed in quick succe ssi OE through se veral 
0;';n8r3, with Jorm F. Sp-sight of Edg3combe COlL.11ty purchasing it in 1857. 

The radical SGci2.1 and economic changes of 9ivil 1'i=LC' and Reconstr-LlctioE 
are epitomized in the nezt transfer, in Hhich Speight's heirs sold .2.8'~Ut 

320 acres of the pro-:Jerty for 38 bales of cotton to f'~.Jillia.m Arrington 
(colored)" in 1873. - (A Hilliam Arrington, farmer, mulatto 3ged 45, Has 1'e-
cOl'llsd. in the 1870 census, mming ra3.l estate valued at $240 and per30n~1 
prc1IJ"3:cty worth $600; his Hife 'Has Caroline.) \AJilliaP1 also bought 100 acres 
uf the Speight tract via Kimball and D. E. Sumner for $500. Over the nax~ 
hrenty YSd.rS, Hilliam executed a number of crop-lien deeds, mo:::-'tgaginoS his 
l2.nd tc) T. 1d. Battle agains t his crop. In 1893 VJilli2m' s 12ncJ, i ncl1ldin§:; 
his h~m8 tract, Has suld at auct'ic,n to satisfy a $.2,400 debt tC) Batt.le::. CJD~ 

'parcel, about 300 acres, Has divided among Hslvin, Solomon" and Burrell I 
Arrin:-=:ton, each to pay o'/eT a 38ven-year peTied, wj th BattlE:: holding ti tIe I 

---=~til. fully paid, Hi th a. similar crop-lien a.rrang8me~t (A Bl]:!.TSll k:.'r~ n~:t('IPI 

G.PO 921·7?r: 
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i\ln Car (:1 
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\,)J,3 listed in the 70 census a,s a mulatto aged 25, f::trme Hithout al 
83ta'Ge; the 1880 census list a E@ L" ag,3d 37 mu1Dtto, i'a-=n'118c J 

illiterate) tvith D<Jrsey hj_s l;vife and children inc N8lvin [~g8d in 
lS(30, possibly the Melvin ~'Thl) shared the 1893 above) 
n?me Hhareas Burrell di,d notL and Birl Lou aged 2) BUY'rell 

bought vTidely in the plantation laIlds in the a.rea. 
from John P ,Arrington for 00 a tract as the I If 

located in the S3.lTIe neighborhood and adjoining the lands of 1,\Til1i::un Jtrri ton 
2,nd D, E Sumner" (This land has bean d98cribed as that tnclud tha hOU8:;:3 
of Joseph Arrington) but it can be tentati va tr2_cec1 back to John P 

ton I s grandfather, Peter -' T"rho Has roughly contemporary loTi tIl 
Jr ; no ~ink to Joseph Arrington can be fou~d.) Burrell 

E: vidently ~vas able to hold on to his I ail 0., for the c1ivis:Lon of the Burr8ll 
IJou Arrington farm (probably th3 son) -' recorded arld plat-tad in MaI'ch_~ 
sho~\rs cle2.rly the house at its proper location (labeled f10ld Home 11) Tha 
property is nOH oTiTn8d by heirs; it is d Ar ton ;~,nd l:.is 

);,rho farm the land 

I 

_~ .-~. ____ .. J 
GPO 92J ,/2", 
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se'::'..-:.""ch by Catherine F Cockshutt, survey superv""i sor; archi te c tural 'i • 

d~scription by Neil Pearson, consul tanto 
Buodi:=) ) John Benne tt. Southside Virginia Families, Vol II. Redl'TOod Ci ty, 

Calif ornia Pacific Coast P1...lblish9rs, 1956 
Na0h COUTlty Eacords, Nash COlU1ty Courthouse, Nashville, Harth Cal"olina, 

Of.fice of the Register of Deeds (Subgroups: Deeds, tvills, Es~ate 
Papers" Neli.Jspapers) • 

, ~,:a3h CO~Lty Records, Division of Archives and History, Rcrteigh, North C:?-I'olir 
(Subgroups: Deeds, Wills, Estate Papers, NeVTspapsrs) . 

[~HJ, CEOGRAPH1CAL DATA - , " 

I .'~ 

LA TITUDE AND L ()NGiTUDE COORDINATES LI\T1TU['"IE A"lC L0"JGIT'JDt::. r:OOPDINATES 

A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PRooERTY 0 DEFINING The.:. I..I::.,'.;T:;:'R POIN I OF A ?rlOPERTY DEFINING 

R OF LESS TH AN TFN ACRES - f---. --
CORNEP LATITUDE 
~. 

LONGI TUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE 
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General Joseph Arrington House 
Hilliardston vicinity 
North Carolina 

USGS Map, Red Oak Quadrangle 
Scale 1: 24,000 
Date : 1963 
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