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Cl Moved Original Site 

Black Jack is a well-preserved late Georgian plantation house, with an 
unpretentious dignity provided by its good proportions and the consistent 
use of simple, well-executed details throughout Most of the original 
fabric apparently survives, though some dates from 1935 renovation. Detail 
of construction provide evidence that it may originally have been a smaller 
(one-and-one-half-story) house, enlarged in the Federal era o The main 
block is a two-story frame structure, three bays wide and two deep, covered 
with beaded weatherboard and having a gable roof with a molded box cornice 
The surround is the same as used on the windowso A large, double-shoulder 
brick chimney laid in one-to-eight cornmon bond occurs at each end; each has 
a molded cap Fenestration is consistent, displaying diminution from nine­
over-nine to six-over-nine sash on the front (west) and rear facades. The 
ends have four-over-four sash at both levels and in the gables. Most of 
the windows have simple molded frames Both a single-story shed extension 
and gable additions have been added to the rear facade, terminating in a 
full-length screened-in porcho The front facade has a single-story pedi­
mented center bay entrance porch \.;rhich "~1as reconstructed on the foundations 
of the original porch. The front door consists of eight raised panels and 
still retains its wooden box lock. The surround is the same as used on the 
windows 

The interior of Black Jack follows a traditional hall-and-parlor plan 
and has handsome late Georgian finish The parlor is treated with a wains­
cot consisting of two ranges of raised panels and a simple molded chair rai 
The walls are plastered~ and a wide, deeply molded cornice carries around 
the room. There are simple, wide molded door architraves and narrower 
window architraves. The large mantel has an arched opening with plaster 
surround and beaded architrave surmounted by three raised panels and a 
heavy, molded shelfm The back band is deeply moldedo 
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The parlor has a flush-sheathed wainscot with a narrow molded chair z 

rail, and the same door and window architraves used in the hall o It appear ~ 

that the original cornice has been replaced with a narrower one and the 
mantel is not original, but Very similar in, design to the mantel in the hal" 
The doors in both rooms contain six panels, raised on one side, flat on the 
other and hung on HL hingeso A small door with six raised panels provides 
access to a closet beneath the stair" 

The enclosed stair with winders ascends from the hall to the second 
floor, which maintains the same floor plane The two rooms are treated 
identically with simple molded door and window architraves~ and beaded 
chair rails and baseboards The mantels are very simple, consisting of a 
square opening with a plaster surround, and a wide molded architraveo Smal 
chamfered, flat board shelves have been added to them~ resting directly on 
the architraves, supported by simple, unadorned curvilinear bracketso The 
doors on the second floor are the same as on the first. An enclosed stair 
with winders and diagonal sheathing leads from the northerly room to the 
attic, which is fully sheathed. 

The rear additions are all far more recent than the original construc-

tion and serve as cooking and added There are also 
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Black Jack is among the earliest and best-preserved plantation houses 
in Nash County Apparently built for planter John Hilliard about 1BOO, the 
simple two-story dwelling exemplifies the retardataire use of Georgian 
stylistic elements and the fine traditional craftsmanship characteristic of 
the area. The house is one of a few plantation houses surviving from the 
early nineteenth century when nearby Hilliardston flourished as the center 
of a notable plantation social and economic system; the area around 
Hilliardston was the first settled and long the wealthiest part of Nash 
County 0 

The house now called "Black Jack,H after the oaks in the yard, was 
probably built by John Hilliard on land he had inherited from his father, 
Isaac, in 1790. The building date is uncertain but the house is stylisti­
cally similar to the nearby "Meadows," built by John's brother, Robert 
Carter Hilliard, probably about 18000 

John Hilliard was born in 1773 in Nash County, attended the University 
of North Carolina in l79B and served two terms in the state House of 
Commons of lB02 and lB030 On January 5, lB07, he married Elizabeth Barker 
Tunstall and their son, Robert Carter Hilliard, was born at his fatherVs 
plantation, in l80B. Robert C. Hilliard studied medicine at Baltimore I 
Medical College in Baltimore, Maryland, and represented Nash County in the 
1830 session of the House of Commons. He married Mary Rebecca Harrison 
Walker 0 

Dro Hilliard received the house in the final settlement of his father's 
estate in lB30. John Hilliard died in lB14, leaving minor children. (His 
widow remarried Dro Joseph Arrington, and lived at his plantationo) After 
financial reverses, Dr9 Hilliard was forced to sell his plantation in a 
sheriff's sale of lB40, and moved his family to New Iberia, Louisiana, where 
he died in lB670 Joshua Watson purchased the plantation from Hilliard in 
lB40 Sl and in lB75 the property passed into the Tucker family who ,in 1883 
sold it by deed of mortgage to To Po Braswello He in turn left the property 
to his granddaughter, Mamie Braswell, who married Hyman Battle. Her sons~ 
Hyman and Thomas Battle, now own Black Jack9 
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