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1. Name of Property 
nistoric name Wj lli~E.dward Mattooks ROlJse 
other names/site number 

2. Location 
----------------------------------------------------------------------~~~~---,----------------
street & numb~ Front street 
~..Ltown 3W.ctnRr'J01"'() ______________ _ ___ -L-__ ==--_~ 

state NJ~rth Cs;t:oltna code NC county~_ . __ ....::...co.::_d--=e~=_..t.___'__ ___ ........ zi..L..p code -28584 

3. Classific.ation 
Ownnrship of Property 

~ private 

o public-local 

D public-State 

o public-Federal 

Category of Property 

~ bUilding(s)­

Ddist-rict 

o site 

D structure 

Dobject 

NurilG of rB/ated multiple pr.operty lisUng: 
none 

4. State/Fe~eral Agency Certification 

Number of Resources within Property 

Contributing Noncontributing 

_L_ ~ __ buildings 

___ sites 

___ structures 

____ objocts 

2 -----1-- T otcH 
,~JurilbGr of contibutir.q rG-SOI.iIC8G pievio:..:s:y 

listed in the National Register __ 0 ___ _ 

[-As ~e deslgnateci authority under the National Historic Preservatioll A~~of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify tha;-t~-­
I liJ n~mina.tbn [] request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 

I National 2rf(Q!f Historic Pia. nd meeJ the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
In my opi.· , e prope m t tes not meet the National Register criteria. 0 See continuation sheet 
_____ \ • r ~ • ______ _LsO,.C(f . __ 

I Signature of certifying official Date 

L- State Historic Preserva ion Officer __ _ 
State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property LJ meets D does not meet the Nat;onFl.i Register criteria. D See continuation shest. 

Signature of commenting or other otiicial 

~ State or Federal agensy and_~_ur_8_a_u ________________ _ 

5. National Park Service Certification 
i, hereby, certify that thi:. property is: 

CJ entered ill tho National RegistG~_ 
o See continuation sheet. o determined eligible for the National 

Register. 0 See continL.iation she€t. 

LJ determin8d not f:;ligible Tor ale 

National Register, 

[J removed from the- Nation31 Register. o other, (explain:) ___________ _ 

Signatdre of the L<:oepe r 

----------
Date 

------------------

---------------.------------------

Date of Action 



Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

Domestic: sjngle-fam1Jy 
Commerce; restsllrant 

Architectura! Classification 
(enter categories from lnstructions) 

other; verna.n.ulBr Col ani 81 Rey1 val 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

Materiais (enter categories from instructions) 

foundation -b~r-.l.·1.-->,.ck......a.-·-------­
walls wood 

roof a sph6l.1t 
other concre t e 

·The William EdWard Mattocks House stands above the Whi~e Oak River 
on Front street in downtown Swansboro, North Carolina. Th'e ':one~and-a";'half­
story, double pile, frame, board-and-batten sid'ed h~use wa,s begun in 1901 
and finished during the 1910s. In plan the house is rectangular, with a 
center stair hall flanked by pairs of rooms. stylistically the house may 
be considered Colonial Revival, since it was built to resemble an early 
eastern North C~rolina house type, the coastal plain cottage. A steeply­
pitched gabled roof, dormers, an engaged porch, and a full basement 
contribute t6 the builder's conscious evocation of local architectural 
tradition. 

The hO'0_se ~:3tte s.lo.pes 8,brnptly frC)ill Front stre,et" wh.:'L(;h bDunds, tt ').n 
the north side, before leveling off in a, large back yard .. Originally the 
house stood within fifty feet of the water, but in the 1940s the lot was 
extended approximately one-hundred feet with spoil dredged from Swans'­
boro's harbor. The house' perohes on the sloping portion of the lot, 
resulting in a one-story street front and a two-story river elevation. 
The original brick pier and frame basement under the street side of the 
house, which contained the ki tchen and dining room, wa,s replaced wi th a 
concrete-block basement in the middle of the twentieth centtiry. At that 
time the basement Wa,s also expanded into the formerly open spa,ce und.er 
the river half of the house .. 

The steeply-pitched house roof is enlivened by two gabled dormers 
on its north slope and three on its south slope. The dormer gables are 
sheathed in decorative scalloped wood shingles; the sides are sheathed 
in plain, square-edged shingles. Rived shingles that formerly covered 
the entire roof now survive only at the eaves under the back porch roof. 
Above the roof rise the corbelled cap of a brick interior chimney and 
the mid-twentieth century replacement upper stack and cap of an interior 
brick flue. The roof engages a two-tier porch fa.cing the river, with 
turned posts a~d balu8Lersb The second tier of this porch formerly 
wrapped around the west gable end~ , 

The_ board-:-and batten siding of the house ls' P8,intea wh i te ( 8,S it 
1-'18.S originally) .. The ·east. g8.ble end of the house is weatherproofed by 
a double thickness of vertical board.s rather then boa.rd-and-batten. In 
the apex of the gable on this side is 8 small wooden plaque in the form 
of a five-pointed star. Another plaque in the west gable no longer 
survives. These plaques may have had Masonic significance. Windows in 

[%J See continuation sheet 
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the gables and dormers are six-over-six sash whereas. the tall windows of 
the first floor are four-over-four sash. The front windows and possibly 
others were formerly fitted with' louvered wooden shutters painted dark 
green. The street entry is provided with a transom and sidelights. 
Concrete steps dating to the middle of the twentieth century replace 
original wooden steps. 

The well-preserved interior of the William Edward Mattocks House 
displays late Victorian styling similar to that found in contemporary 
Swansboro houses. Walls and ceilings 8.re sheathed in beaded tongue­
and-groove and flush board. Reentrant corners in the rooms and hallways 
are trimmed 11fi th narrow chamfered strips" Doors B.re hung on a variety 
of decorative machine-made hinges. In 8~ upstairs bedroom is a hand­
made peg rail. The mantel in the southwest first-floor room has a 
decorative chamfered friezeboard and a brick hearth~ The two stairs in 
the center h'all are the most crnanrental features of the interior. The 
stair to the upper floor has a chamfered newel post, balusters with 
sq~are cross-sections, and a molded stringer~ The st8ir to thA basement 
hG;.S··8 oh<3.mf'ered 1181'131 pest) :llolded l'ailing,and tur'ned 'balusters icle:n'­
tical to those of-the back porch balustrade (the stair woodwork dates 
to the 1910~) .. In addition to its circ'),latory function, the center h811 
of the house also originally served as a summer living area .. 

Standing beside the ~il11am Edward Mattocks House on its east is a 
dlminuitive one-and-a-half-story frame house built circa 1931 by 
Ma.ttocks's daughter, Dorothy Sanders, and operated as 8. cafe. The house 
mimics the form and detailing of the Willia.m Edward M8.ttocks House, 
with board-and-batten siding, a steeply-pitched gabled roof, and g8bled 
dormers .. Originally only a lean-to room (now a be.throom) extended off 
the back of the hous~; later another lean-to was built beside-it, fully 
enolosing the baok side of the house. Probably at the same time as this 
addition (which may have been made in the early 1940s) the upper story 
cf the structure WEtS finished, an exterior stair and kitchen were added 
on the west gable end_, and the struoture \'las m8de into 8partments" The 
only other structure presently standing on the property is a mid-twen­
tieth century frame shed .. 

A number of structures that formerly stood on the Mattocks prop­
erty are now gone. A long one-story board-8nd-batten sided frRme struc­
ture ,\,li.{.:h servants' qU8rters and Willi8.m Edw,qrd Ma.ttocks' s woodHorking 
shop stood in plE3.ce of the circa 1931 o8.fe structure~ A oombinAtion 
privy and dressing room for bathers projected over the water behind the 
house and a narrow pier extended into the river. A high picket fence 
bounded the property on its east side, shielding the backyard from 
adjacent industrial activity. Roses were trained on an arched trellis 
passageway through this fenoe. ThA property was originslly bordered 
by blrch trees on its west and north sides. Two birches (probably 
volunteers or replacements rather thAn original stock) stand on the 
west property line. 
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Applicable National Register Criteria DAD B [X] C D D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) 0 A DB Dc D D DE 0 F D G 

Areas of Significance (enter. categories from instructions) 
Architecture ____________ . ______ _ 

Significant Person 
N / A 

j 

Peri0d of Significance 

1901 - clJ:.Q.EL-1910s 
"oj r"C8 1 93 1 

Cultural Affiliation 
NIA 

Architect/Builder 

Sigllificant Dates 

-DJ)~-­
~C1L1911 

Mattocks, WilJiam Edward 
Smith, Robert Lee 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria" considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

SUMMARY: 

'rhe 1901 't!illiam Edward JYIattocks House is locally significant under 
Criterion C of the National Register, as a conscious architectural evo­
cation of a much older local house form, relating it to the contempor­
aneous Colonial Revival movement. The house is also significant under 
Criterio~ C as en example of the lat~ Victorian criftsmansh~p-prod~ced 
in Swansboro (a proposed National Register district) during the last 
decade of the nineteenth century and the first two decades of the 
twentieth centary~ The William EdWard Mattocks House acquired its sig­
nifieanc.e during the protracted period of house construction from 1901 
into the 1910s. The adjacent cafe structure, built to resemble the main 
house~ acquired its significance for the year of its construction _ 
circa 1931. 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND: 

William EdWard Mittocks (1859-1955) was the son of EdWard William 
I'1attocks(b .. 1-83.3)~· a Swansboro and New Bern merchant, teacher, "2.nd· 
livery owner .. According to family tradition, William spent his child­
hood and school years in Swansboro, New Bern, and rur8l Dtlplin County, 
North Carolina. As a young man he went to sea and eventually served as 
a ship captain in the Eastern Seaboard coasting trade .. Incidental evt­
dence suggests thet he had ties with 8 shipyard in Boston. Mattocks 
gave his occup8.tion as "marine engineer" in the 1900 census of pOTJula­
tion" 

"In the ml d.-1890s Hat tocks, 8 et tled in SW8nsboro wh~ere he 1 i ved 
permanently except for 8 brief period in the 19208 when he worked as a 
sawmill operator in South Carolina. William and his wife Molly Findeisen 
M8"ttocks (b~ 1859) lived in his father's house in town until his own 
house was ready for occupancy after 1901. Mattocks bought the property 
(a former water lot, or landing) upon which he built his house, on 

[i] See continuation shoot 
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Aocording to family tradition, Mattocks performed some of the carpen­
try in building his house but the majority of th~ work was performed by 
prolific Swansboro carpenter Robert Lee Smith (1872-1942) .. The two are 
'also credited with the construction of Swansboro~s first graded school, 
a two-story frame structure that stood on the northern outskirts of. 
tohrn. Mattocks also built small boats and furniture and probably worked 
for oY!e of several sa:vvmills located in Swansboro .. Al though there is no. 
evidence that he received a college education, Mattocks is said to have 
been proficient in Latin and in general well-read .. He he.d drafting 
abilities, as demonstrated by his copy of Swansboro's original 1772 town 
plat,. which he executed in 1914«1 Mattocks was a high-ranking member of 
the 16cal Masonic lodge; his wife Molly was a member of the order of the 
Eastern star, affiliated with the Masons$ 

B~y 1931 Wi,lliam and l1011y t s daughter Dorothy SR.nders had tEl.ken on 
the :r.'8sponstbil1ty of running the j'rjs.ttock.s household. In 8,bout. 1931 
n)rothy butlt the one-8.nd-8,-half-story cafe s~/ruct'J.re iP'Lmeciiately 8dja­
C811"C to her fathe:r' s ~10US8 .. r:1hlS u'afG e .. lso stoo.i next to a sG-rvi.ce 
station which fronted on the newly-constructed North CSTolina Highway 
24 ,?:...nd Dorothy mB.Y have hoped to :;ttre.ct some of the tr8de brought into 
th e 'I.:; OliTn c'; y the n e 1"1 high W' a y.. A Is 0 d u!' in g: t h i 8 per i 0 d t h eS w an s b 0 r 0 

harbor was lipked to the Intracoastal ·w8 .. terway, and William, Molly, and 
Dorothy supplemented their income by renting out some of the numerous 
bedrooms in the main house to seilors and others. Upon Dorothy's death 
in 19'73 the house passed to her sister Zelma ~lerrell, who 01"rned it until 
her death in 1986. 

ARCHI'rECTURAL CONTEXT: 

Famlly tradition holds that William Edward Mattooks modelled his 
home on an early Mattocks family house. Although this earlier house has 
not,been identified, the form of the 1901 house suggests that its model 
was an early representative of a common local house type, the coastal 
plain cottage. The defining characteristics of a ooastal plain cottage 
are ,a one- or one-and-a-hs.lf - story ms, in house block w1.th a front -porch 
and rear shed rooms engaged under 8 single house roof. A good example 
of the form is the late eighteen th century Jonathan G'J':'een Hous e (ON 812), 
which stands on Main street in Swansboro acrossfr~m the site of William 
Edward Mattocks's childhood home. The coastal plain oottage form is 
largely confined to the tidewater areas of the southeRstern United 
S t2.tes. 

The William Edward Mattocks House is unlike the one- ~nd two-story 
center-hall and two-room plan houses built during Swansboro's lumber 
boom in the lsst decade of the nineteenth century and the first quarter 
of the twentieth century. The coastal plain cottage form that Mattocks 
chose probably characterized Swansboro's earliest houses, those bllilt 
during the decades following the town's founding in 1770. No co~.stal 
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plain cottages are knOVi'11 to have been built in Swansboro after 1865, and 
the form persisted as a viable house type only for small landholders and 
tenant farmers in rur~lareas of Onslow County at the time Mattocks built 
his version., TheWill1am, Edward Mattooks -Rouse is therefore clearly a,' 

revival and not a late produot of a contirtuous vernacular tradition. 
The question remains whether Mattooks chose to r8llive a local 

Colonial/Federal house form for purely personal reasons, or whether he 
Was influenced in his decision by th~ then-current Colonial Revival 
movement. Mattocks's sqholarship 'and his contacts. 'wi th the Boston area 
(a seedbed of the movement) suggests that the latter was the case. The 
William Edward Mattocks House is still idiosyncratic. Mattocks departed 
from typioal Color..1al Revival practice in ohoosing an eastern North 
Carolina prototype for his design, and he relied on local expertise~ 
roaterie.ls, B,nd d.etail ing in the construction of his house" The Tt~111i8.m 
EdWard. 'Hattoc~s House 1,s therefore significant for its position between 
severe.l distinct cu.lture,l phenomenA.: the nationwide academic moyement 
of ;thE'. Colonial Rev:i.v::l.l, th8 18.te Victorian styling of a ooastal lumber 
town, and. the vernacula:c building 'tr8<dltions of the CaroliYi8. C08.st .. 
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~ Sel3 8ontinuation shecit 

Primary location 01 additio,nal_dflta: 
[iJ State historic presHfvation office 
D Other Stat~ -agency -'- --

o Federal agency 
D Local government 
D University 
DOther 
Specify repository: 
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Zone En~;ting 
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Verbal Boundary Description 
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Nonhing 

l_..l_.l __ L._L...LLJ 

8 L-.l_J L_LLL . .J._LJ 
Zone Easting 

o L_.LJ I ! I 1 1 1 I 

D See continuation sheet 

Beginni·ng at the sou.theG,st corner of Front and Moore streets in SW911sboro, 
the buundarylines are as follows: North 63 degrees East 89~48. feet, 
South 27 deg~ees East 190.12 feet, South 56~57 degrees West 39.98 feet, 
North 2,( degrees 199.61 feet to the Beginning. See enc::'OSed Survey r'!E.:.p of 
Decem~er 15, 193J, o See continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification 

The boundar-ies correspond to the hist0Ttc boundarles of the lot with 
the addition of fill along the riVer front. 

o See continuation sheet 
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Intervie"ws wi th Daisy Moore (long-time Swansboro resident; and Mattocks 
.family aoquaintance), and J111 Simpson and Jacquelin Moss (William 
Edw8.rd Mattooks descendants) 0 

Li.tt~eton, Tucker. Along the Path of History: A Self-guided Tour of the 
Old Eort Town of Swansboro, with an Introduction to Its Maritime 
IDstory. Swansboro', NC: Swansboro t s 200th Anni vers8TY Celebration 
Commlttee, 1983. 

• Colleotion, inoluding photographs of the William --,..,..,....-...,---
Edward Mat~ocks House. Located at the Search Room of the North 
Carolina state Library, Department of Archives and History~ 
Raleigh, North Carolina. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY LISTING RECORD 

NRIS Reference Number: 89000166 Date Listed: 03 
Mattocks 11 Onslow --~~--- NC 

StaLe County 

N/A 
Multiple Name 

This property is listed in the National Register of Historic Places 
in accordance with the attached nomination documentation subject to 
the following exceptions, exclusions, or amendments, notwithstanding 
the National Park Service certification included in the nomination 
documentation. 

Dat'e of Action 

================================================================== 
Amended Items in Nomination: 

The foundation material listed at the top of section 7 should be 
concrete block, the foundation material of the building today. 

Discussed and concurred in by North Carolina SHPO. 

~ational Register property file 
Nominating Authority (without nomination attachment) 
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