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i. Name of Property

nistoric name William Bdward Mattocks House

other names/site number

2. Location
street & number 109 Front Street N/A i Jnot for publication

N/A [ vicinity

city, town  Swansheoro A
state North Caroling code No county gnslow code 133 zip code 28584
3. Classification :
Ownership of Property Category of Property " Number of Resources within Property
private building(s) . Contributing Nonconiributing
[ Jpublic-local ‘ [ ] district 2 1 buildings
1 public-State ’ [ Isite ___sites
D public-Federal . - : [:] structure e ___ structures
. [_—_] object - ____ objects
2 B G Total
Name i refated muliiple: property lising: ruriber of con'“butir, resclirces previously
none listed in the National Register __ YV

4, State/Federa! Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
[_Xjnommau:m [:J request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the

National F{eqmler f Historic Pla nd rnee the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my opﬁﬁ prope % es not meet the National Register criteria. DSee continuation sheet.
Ay la

[-30-€F
Sngnature of cerufymg offtctal

Date
tate Historic Preserva ion Officer
Slate or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property [ Jmeets [ Jdoes not meet the National Register criteria. [ see continuation shest.

Signature of commenting or other official Date

5 State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification ' A

i, hereby, cerlify that this propeny is:

_j entered in the National Regisicr.
DSee continuation sheet.

Ddetermined eligible for the National
Register. DSee continuation sheet.

Ddelermined not eligible for the
National Register,

Dremoved from the Naticnal Register.
E__lother, (explain:) ___

Signature of the Xeeper Date of Action



6. Function or Use
Historic Functions {enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Domestic: single-family Work in Progress

_Commerce; restaurant

7. Description
Architectura! Classification Materiais (enter categories from instructions)
(enter categories {rom instructions)

foundation _bricl.

Aﬂﬂuan;iﬁnnaQulax_ﬂhlanial_Bﬁxixal. walls _wood

roof _agphalt
other _conecrete

Describe present and historic physical appearancs.

‘The William Edward Mattocks House stands above the White Oak River
on Front Street in downtown Swansboro, North Carolina. The one- ~and-a=half-
story, double pile, frame, board-and-batten sided house was begun in 1901
and finished during the 1910s. In plan the house 1is rectangular, with a
center stalr hall flanked by pairs of rooms. Stylistically the house may
be considered Colonlial Revival, since 1t was built to resemble an early
eastern North Carolina house type, the coastal plain cottsge. A steeply-
pltched gebled roof, dormers, an engaged porch, and a full basement
contribute to the bullderts consclous evocation of local architectural
tradition.

' The nouse slte slopes abruptly from Front Street, which bounds 1t 2n
the north side, before leveling off in s large back ysrd. Originally the
house stood within fifty feet of the water, but in the 19 40s the lot was
extended approximately one-hundred feet with spoil dredged from Swans-
boro's harbor. The house  perches on the sloping portilon of the lot,
resulting in a2 one-story street front and a two-story river elevstion.
The original brick pler and frame basement under the street side of the
house, which contained the kitchen and dining room, was replaced with a
concrete-block basement in the middle of the twentieth century. At that
time the basement was also expanded into the formerly open spasce under
the river half of the house.

The steeply-pitched house roof is enlivened by two gabled dormers
on its north slope and three on its south slope. The dormer gables are
sheathed in decorative scslloped wood shingles; the sides are sheathed
in plain, square-edged shingles. Rived shingles thst formerly covered
the entlre rocf now survive only at the esves under the bsck porch roof.
Above the roof rise the corbelled cap of a brick interlor chimney and
the mid-twentieth century replacement upper stack and cap of an Interior
brick flve. The roof engages 2 two-tier porch facing the river, with
turned posts and balusters. The second tiler of this porch formerly
wrapped around the west gable end. . S

The board-and batten siding of the house 15 peinted white [(as it
was originally) The .east. gable end of the house 1s weatherproofed by
a doubBle thickness of vertical boards rather then board-and-batten. In
the apex of the gable on this side is a small wooden plsque in the form
of o five-pointed star. Another plaque in the west gable no longer
survives. These plaques mzy have had Masonic significance. Windows in

See continuation sheet
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the gables and dormers are six-over-six sash whereas the tall windows of
the first floor are four-over-four sash. The front windows and possibly
others were formerly fitted with louvered wooden shutters painted dark

reen, The street entry is provided with a transom and sidelights.
Concrete steps dating to the middle of the twentleth oentury replace
original wooden steps.

The well-preserved interior of the Willlam Edward Mattocks House
displays late Victorian styling similar to that found in contemporary
Swansboro houses. Walls and ceilings are sheathed in beaded tongue-
and-groove and flush board. Reentrant corners in the rooms and hallways
are trimmed with narrow chamfered strips. Doors sre hung on a varlety
of decorative machine-made hinges., In an upstalrs bedroom is a hand-
made peg rall. The mantel in the southwest flrst-floor room has g
decorative chamfered frlezebosrd and a dbrick hearth. The two stalrs in
the center hall are the most crnamental features of the interior. The
stair to the upper floor has a chamfered newel post, balusters with
square OTOSS-QeCuiOHQ, and = molded stringer. The stair to the basement
hzs a chamfered newel post, molded railing, and turned balusters 1den-
tical to those of- *he back porch balustrade (the stair woodwork dates
tc the 1910s). In addition to its circulatory function, the center hsll
of the hnouse 2lso originally served as 2 summer llving sres.

Standing beside the William Edward Mattocks House on 1ts east 1s a
diminultive one-and-a-half-story frame house buillt clrcs 1931 by
Mattocks's daughter, Dorothy Sanders, and operated as a cafe. The house
mimics the form and detalling of the Willlam Edward Mattocks House,
with board-and-batten siding, a steeply-pltched gabled roof, and gsbled
dormers., Originally only a lean-to room (now a bathroom) extended off
the back of the house; later another lean-to was bullt beside-it, fully
enclosing the back side of the house., Probably at the same time as this
additlon (which may have been made in the early 1940s) the upper story
cf the structure was finlshed, an exterior stalr and kltchen were added
on the west gable end, and the structure was made into apartments. The
only other structure presently standing on the property 1s s mid-twen-
tieth century frazme shed.

A number of structures that formerly stood on the Mattocks prop-
erty are now gone., A long one-story board-and-batten sided frame struc-
ture with servants' quasrters and William Edward Mattccks's woodworking
shop stcod in place of the clrca 1931 cafe structure. A combinstion
privy and dressing room for bathers projected over the water behind the
house and a narrow pler extended into the river. A high plcket fence
bounded the property on its east side, shielding the backyard from
ad Jacent industrisl sctivity. RBoses were tralned on an arched trellis
passageway through this fence. The property was originally bordered
by blrch trees on its west and north sides. Two blrches (probably
volunteers or replzcements rather than original stock) stand on the

west property line,



8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

[ Inationally [ Istatewide [x_Jlocally

Applicable National Register Criteria [:]A [:]B C DD

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [JA []J8 [Jc [Jo [Je [JF [a

Areas of Significance (enter. categories from instructions) Perind of Significance S'ignificant Dates -
Architecdture : _ - 1901 - cires 1910s 1901
) : : cirea 1931 circa 1931

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Significant Person ‘ Architect/Builder
N /A ‘ Mattocks, William Edward

Smith, Robert ILee

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria-considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

SUMMARY ¢

The 1901 William Edward Mattocks House is locally significant under
Criterlion C of the Natlonal Reglister, as a conscious architecturzl evo-
catlon of a much older local house form, relating it to the contempor-
aneous Colonlal Revival movement. The house is also gignificsnt vnder
Criterion C ss en exsmple of the late Victorlan craftsmenship produced
in Swansboro (a proposed National Register district) during the last
decade of the nineteenth century and the first two decades of the
twentleth century. The William Edwerd Mattocks House acqulired its gig-
nificence during the protracted period of house construction from 1901
into the 19i0s. The adjacent cafe structure, bullt to resemble the main
house, acquired its significance for the year of its construction .
circa 1931,

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND:

Willlem Edward Mattocks (1859-1955) was the son of Edward ¥illiam

Mattocks (b. 1833), a Swansboro and New Bern merchant, teacher, and
ivery owner. According to family tradition, William spent his chilg-

hood and school years in Swansboro, New Bern, and rursl Duplin County,
North Carolina. As a young maen he went to sea and eventuslly served as
a ship captain in the Easstern Sesboard coasting trsde. Incidentsl evi-
dence suggests thet he had ties with a shipyard in Boston. Mattocks.
gave hls occupation as "marine engineer" in the 1900 census of ponula~
tion. o

“In the mid-18%0s Mattocks settled in Swensboro where he 1lived
permanently except for a brief veriod in the 1920s when he worked as a
sawmill operator in South Carolina. William snd his wife Molly Findelsen
Mettocks (b. 1859) 1lived in hils father's house in town until his own
house was ready for occupancy after 1901. Mattocks bought the property
(a former water lot, or landing) upon which he built his house, on

See continuation sheset
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Janvary 1, 1901 (Onslow County Deed Book 74, page 442).

According to family tradition, Mattocks performed some of the carpen-
try in buillding his house but the majority of the work was performed by
prolific Swansboro carpenter Robert Lee Smith (1872-1942). The two are
‘also credited with the construction of Swansboro's filrst graded school,
a twc-story frame structure that stood on the northern outsklrts of
town. Mattocks also built small boats and furniture and probably worked
for one of several sawmills located in Swansboro. Although there is no
evidence that he recelved a college educatlon, Mattocks 1s said to have
been profleient In Latln and in general well-read. He had drafting
-ablillities, as demonstrated by his copy of Swansboro's original 1772 town
plat, which he executed in 1914. Mattocks was a high-ranking member of
the local Masonlc lodge; his wife Molly was a member of the order of the
FKastzrn Star, affillated wlth the Masons.

By 1931 wWilliam snd Molly‘*s daughter Dorothy Sanders had taken on
the respongibility of running the Mattocks household. In sbout 1931
Dorothy bullt the one-~znd-a-half-story cafe stiructure immedlstely adja-

S cent to her father's nouse. This cafe 2lso stood next to a service
atation which fronted on the newly-constructed North Carolina Hignway

4, =znd Dorothy may have hoped to attract some of the trsde brought into
he town by the new highway. Also during this perled the Swsasnsboro

arbor was linked to the Intracosstal Waterwsy, snd Willism, Molly, and
Dorcthy supplemented thelr income by renting out some of the numerous
bedrooms in the maln house to ssilors and others. Upon Dorothy's death
in 1973 the house passed to her slster Zelms Merrell, who owned it until

her death in 1986.

2
o<
&
%
h

ARCHITECTURAL CONTEXT:

. Pamlly tradition holds that William Edward Mattocks modelled his
home on an early Mattocks famlly house. Although this esrlier house has
not been 1ldentified, the form of the 1901 house sugzgests that 1ts model
was an early representative of a common local house type, the coastal
plaln cottage. The defining chsrscteristics of a coastal plain cottage
are .z one- or one-and-a-half-story main house block with a2 front vorch
and rear shed rooms engesged under 2z single house roof. A good example
of the form is the late elghteenth century Jonethsn Gresen Housz (ON 812},
whnich stands on Main Street in Swansboro acrcss from the site of Willian
Edward Mattocks's childhood home. The coastal plain cottage form 1is
largely conflilned to the tidewater areas of the southeastern United
Stetes,

The Willlam Edward Mattocks House 1s unlike the one- and two-story
center-hall and two-room plan houses built during Swansboro's lumber
boom in the last decade of the nineteenth century and the first quarter
of the twentieth century. The coastal vlain cottage form that Mattocks
chose probably characterized Swansboro's earlliest houses, those built
during the decades following the town's founding in 1770. No coastal
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plain cottages are known to have been built in Swansboro after 1865, and
the form persisted as a viable house type only for small landholders and
tenant farmers in rural areas of Onslow County at the time Mattocks bullt
his version. The Willism Edward Mattocks -House is therefore clearly a
revival and not a late product of a continuous vernacular tradition.

The questlon remains whether Mattocks chose to redve a local
Colonial/Federal house form for purely personal reasons, or whether he
was influenced in hls decision by the then-current Colonial Revival
movement. Mattocks's scholarship and his contacts with the Boston area
(a seedbed of the movement) suggests that the latter was the case. The
William Edward Mattocks House is still idlosyncratic. Mattocks departed
from typlcal Colorial Revival practlice in choosing an eastern North
Carolina protcoctype for his deslign, and he relled on local expertise,
materisls, end detalling in the construction of his house. The William
Edward Mattocks House 1s therefore significant for i1ts vosition between
several distinct culiurzl phencmena: the nationwide academic movement
of the Cnlonial Revival, the iate Victorlan styling of a2 coastsal lunber
town, and the vernacular dbullding traditlons of the Carolina cosast,



9. Major Bibliographical References

@See sontinualion sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

-prellmmary determination of individuat listing (36 CFR 67) Primary locatior of additional data:
has been requested. S B ‘ [(X]state historic preservation office
Dprewouc!y listed in the Nationai Register ) DOther State agency
Dpreviously determined eligible by the National Register DFederal agency
Ddesignated a Naticnai Historic Landmark DLocaI government
Drecorded by Historic American Buildings DUniversity
Survey # DOther
Brem:ded by Historic Americar Engineering . Specify repositery:

Record # - , —

18, Geo ranh cal Daia
ACfedge af properly ___ M0 _sore o - - —

i g

M Referencas

ARS L BI0SE 601 38K 02 LQ]| Bl b b e
Zone Easung Northing Zone  Easting Northing
cloa U v be v bbb o oI I N B T R N T L

__1See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

Beginning at the southesst corner of Front and Moore streets in Swansbero,
the boundary lines are as follows: North 63 degrees East 89.48 feet,

South 27 degrees East 190.12 feet, South 56.57 degrees West 39.938 feet,
North 27 degrees 199.61 feet to the Beginning. See enclosed Survey Mep of

o - ] . .
December 15, 1387. L_)See continuation sheet

Beundary Justification

The boundaries corres pond to the histeric boundaries of the lot with
the addition of £ill alcong the river front.

[ ] see continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By
nameftitte _Dan Pezzonl, Preservation Consultsnt

organization date __11.2.88
street & number __ 304 Trappers Bun Drive telephone __(_9_1_)_&81‘.007_3._.__‘___.
city or town _Cary state _NC zip code _ 27513
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SUPPLEMENTARY LISTING RECORD

NRIS Reference Number: 89000166 Date Listed: 03/22/89
Mattocks, William Edward, House - Onslow NC
Property Name County Stace
N/A

Multiple Name

> G S e e e 2 T D D S G R S D D D D G S D S D D D D ) S D e S ] ) ) Y D D N GO D ) (O D ) D R e D o R D A D D D R S D D S <

This property is listed in the National Register of Historic Places

~in accordance with the attached nomination documentation subject to
the following exceptions, exclusions, or amendments, notwithstanding
the National Park Service certification included in the nomination
documentation.

Signature of the” Keeper Date of Action

Amended Items in Nomination:

The foundation material listed at the top of Section 7 should be
concrete block, the foundation material of the building today.

Discussed and concurred in by North Carolina SHPO.

DISTRIZUTION:
National Register property file
Nominating Authority (without nomination attachment)
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