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E. 1. GENERAL DISCUSSION OF ONSLOV COUNTY 
TOPOGRAPHY AND DEVELOPl>I1lllT 

Onslow County covers an area of 763 square miles 
on the southeastern coast of North Carolina, and falls 
entirely within the Coastal Plain province of the 
southeastern United States, The counties of Pender, 
Duplin, Jones, and Carteret lie adjacent to Onslow 
County. The estuary of the New River winds through the 
center' of the county, and the smaller- estuary and 
freshwater course 0"£ the Vhite Oak River forms the 
county's northeast boundal'Y. Separating the sl ightly 
elevated county mainland from the sea is a rim of barrier 
islands and salt marshes punctuated by inlets. The 
topography of the county itself is aptly described in a 
nineteenth-century gazetteer: liThe surface is level) and 
extensively coveeed by marshes and pine forests" (Ed wa!~ds). 

SETTLEMENT: 

On:;lo\\' County's initial European settler-s v/ere 
pr'c,bably attracted by the abundant forest and marine 
r2E.oU~(·ce~ of the area. Little is knO'hTl about these e8Tly 
settlers, but presumably enough had come to the area to 
Narrant the for·mat.ion of the county from New Hanovee 
County in 1734.. 

In 1754 the county had a population of 695 taxable 
inhabitants of whom 448 were adult white ffidle tithables 
and 147 wel'e male and female black slaves (Clark, v.5: 
320). In 1767 t.he number of taxable inhabitants ,,·8.S 

1,~161 including five-hundred black slaves (Clark, v.7: 
541). Tbese statistics suggest the e&:-ly impor'tance of 
slavery in the county, probably as a component of nascent 
tar and turpentine plantations, for in 1820, 40 percent 
of Onslow County's slave population of 3,604 \Vorked in 
"manufacturing" <turpentine production). This percentage 
Has \'lell above: the national average of 5 per'cent ot 
slaves h'ith JllZtHufacturing' or..::cupatlons (Bellamy: 343). 

The ethnic composition of 
citizens 'tidE apparl2ntly mixed, 
;':'-(jlne from adjacent settlements 

the COUEty'5 other early 
PrDbab~~i ttl€: maJor-it,Y 

on the K,Jrt'i Carolina' 

oue~'/010 It'-.(1O" 
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E, 1. GEfJERAL D J SCUSS ION OF ONSLOV COUNTY 
IOPO'~RAPHY Alm DEVELOPltllHT 

Onslow County covers an area of 763 square miles 
on the southeastern coast of North Car-olina, and falls 
entirely within the Coastal Plain province of the 
southeastern United States. The counties of Pender, 
Duplin, Jones, and Carteret lie adjacent to Onslow 
County, The estuary of the New Rivel' winds through the 
CI~nter of the county, and the 81I!B.ller estuary and 
freshwater course o'f the Vhite Oak River forms the 
c:ounty's nor·theast boundary. SeparatinQ" the sliqhtly 
elevated county mainland f1'om the sea i;-; a rim of barrier 
islands and salt marshes punctuated by inlets, The 
topography of the county itself is aptly described in a 
nineteenth-century gazetteer: liThe surface is level, and 
extensively covered by marsbes and pine forestsl! (Ed v,'a:cds). 

SETTLEJ.!EJH: 

Onslo\·} County' E: i nl t 181 European sett lers wer'e 
probably attracted by the abundant forest and marine 
:f2E·OU:f·ces of the area, Little is known about theSE: earlv 
:;:;ettlers, but presumably enough had come to the area to "." 
Har"rant the formation of the county from H2H Hanover 
County in 1734, 

In 1754 the county had a population of 695 taxable 
inhabitants of Vlhom 448 v/ere adult \'lhite IT=:11e tithables 
aMl 147 were male and female black slaves (Clark, v,5: 
320), In 1767 the number of taxable inhabitants "las 
1,216, including five-hundred black slaves (Clark, v,7: 
541). These statistics suggest the ea;ly impor·tance of 
.slavery in the county, probably as a component of nascent 
tar and turpentine plantations, for in 1820, 40 percent 
of Onglo\;' County's slave popUlation of 3,604 vlOrked in 
"manufacturingll

' (turpentiI1e production). This percentage 
Has H.:::11 above the nationa.l average of 5 per·cent of 
slaves \'t'ith manufac:turing oc·c~lJpations (Bellamy: .343). 

T£le etlndc composi tion of 
cltJzens WitS apparently mixed, 
(;i:llne from adjacent settlements 

the cou~ty's otber early 
Probably t!:ie majority 

on the }~Qrtl1 Carolina-
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seaboard, fr"om the Lov/er Cape Fear, and from the environs 
of He "1 Bel'n, Others probably arrived more or less 
directly fr·olr! "'estern Europe, from IfeH England, and from 
the West Indies, as suggested by county and genealogical 
records and census r"eturns. Several leading farmers and 
turpentiners of the late nineteenth century l'esettled to 
the area from inland North Carolina counties after the 
Civil War (survey intel'vie\'ls), By the early nineteenth 
century, the Brock, Franck, and Huffman families had 
settled in the section of the county northeast of 
Richlands, an area referred to in the nineteenth century 
as "Ue\'! GernBny" (Cain), 

The Tiatul~e of Onslow County I s resources and its 
proximity to the ocean connected it to an extensive 
network of Atlantic trade. The resource-poor West Indies 
"'/el~e an early market for OnS10\'1 naval stores and lumber 
(PerrYl 1983: 11), On810\'1 County mer-chants and 
turpenti ne planters mai ntained trade c:ontacts :i n maj or 
Eastern Seaboard centers such as Baltimore and New York 
(Avi.rett; 69). These varied ethnic and trade 
relationships probably helped to mold the county's 
culture, including its architecture. 

J OHN:=':T01J : 

The fir'st platted tOHrt in Onslow County \-las the 
courthouse to'dn of J ohnstaD esta bl ished at Xi ttam' s Poi nt 
on the Nt-:w River- in 1741. The establishment of a to\>m 
with regularly laid out streets and half-acre lots at 
such an early naint in the county's develoDment sugq-ests 
conSiderable' e~onoJnic optimism Orl the part~ of tte U 

county's elit(~, Colonial governor Samuel Johnsto:l, for 
Hhmll the to\-m \·tas named} served as one of its first 
cOlmnissioner~3 <Clark, v. 23: 170), County records 
referred to several houses and a storehouse built in the 
to\'/li, and the oct of establishment called for a public 
house!, a fel-'ry, and county buildings, In 1752 the tOldn 
was destroyed by a storm and the site was not reoccupied 
(Loftfield' and Littleton: 54-57), 

8W A J[;3BDRO: 

TtHO' fir;::-,t suc:cessful to.,./n to be established in the 
c:ounty was Swansboro! laid out in 1'17~: at the mouth of the 
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White Oak River opposite the navigable Bogue Inlet. The 
site of settlement since the 1750s, 8"ansboro grew rapidly 
in the 1770s; by the end of the decade over tlienty build~ 
ings stood in the to\'ffi (Tucker L1 ttleton papers). In 1'783 
the tmm was officially recognized by the General Assembly 
(Clark, v. 24: 534~5). The to\'1ri flourished into the middle 
of the nineteenth century.Vlith an economy based on fishing, 
piloting, ship building, and naval stores production. After 
the Civil War, the to\','n exper-ienced a decline. Population 
dropped from over 150 in 1860 to 128 in 18BO and remained 
depressed until the 1890s Vlhen the establishment of the 
first of a succession of lumbel' mills brought a return of 
prosperity to the tm,n. 

J ACKSOIIV I LIE; 

The county courthouse had in the meantime been relocated 
after 1753 to a mo!~e sheltered location upstream on the Ne\·, 
River at Vantland's Ferry, the crossing of one branch or the 
Boston to Charleston post road. Even after it was incorpo~ 
rated as the town of Jacksonville in 1842, the county seat 
attracted little mor'e than a tavern, a store, and a feH 
houses and Horkshops. Substantial g·rowth did not occur' 
until the 18908 'tIith the arrival of the vlilmington, [ln81o~';i 
and East Carcilina Railroad, the first to pass through the county. 

RICHLAIWS, 

The third town to figure in the county's historic 
development was Ric;hlands in the northern agricultural heart 
of the c01Jnty. Located on the Wilmington and Neli Bern road, 
Richlands :functioned as a crossroad cpmllluni ty during the 
late a-nte-bellum period, with a store, several houses, and 
an academy. As the economic focus of the county shifted to 
agricultural production after the Civil Vial', Richlands greH 
and achieved incorporation in 1880. 

The towns of Jacksonville and Richlands generated 
employmen' for Onslow's black population, freed from compul~ 
sory labor on plantations and in the turpentine I'/Oods by 
Emancipation. Many of the county's blacks in fact left ~he 
area immediately after- freedom. The over-all county popula­
tion dropped from 8,856 in 1860 to 7,569 in 1870, in large 
part due to the exodus of blacks, 
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Less-affluent .,hites also experienced a change of status 
in the aftermath of the Civil War. Most of these non-slave 
holders (rep,'esent ing 72 percent of "hite household heads in 
18'30) lived on income Q'enerated by small-scale naval stores 
production and crop and livestock production (Bellamy: 341). 
Several Hhite families lived as tenants on the Avirett 
plantation, charged Hith the responsibility of protecting 
the pine reserves from fire but otherHise apparently left to 
themselves (Avirett: 70). It Has probably these families 
Vlho bought farms of fifty to a hundred acres from John 
Avirett Hhen he \'las forced to sell off his lcoldings in the 
mid-1850s <OnsloVl County deed records). The collapse of 
plantation agl'iculture led to greater prosperity for OnsloVl 
County's swall-scale Vlhite landholders. Th" profusion of 
late nineteenth and early tHelltieth century housing left by 
these farmers testifies to that change. 
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E. NAVAL RTORES AND LUMBER PRODUCTION IN ONSLOW COUNTY 
1734-1938 

DE8CRIPTION OF FOPEST RESOURCES: 

In its original state, the On810\'-1 County landscape was 
a patchwork of diverse habitats ranging from open savanna to 
dense forest, Drainage determined the distribution of" these 
habitats. }[uch of the county was covered by poorly-drained, 
un forested swamp land known as pocosin. 

In his 1894 survey of the forests of eastern North 
Carolina, W. 'II. Ashe classified nearly a quarter of Onslovi 
County's 4.60,000 acre land area as sHamp. ]~ost SHamp land 
\'/dS concentrated in the 'l;7hite Oa.k f'ocosin :i.n th(.:; northern 
ser:-t, 1.01'1 of the c:oun l~_y a.lid the Gr-ea t :=~a.nd:v Run Pocos i 1J in the 
southeastern section~ Ashe noted that, flat least one-third 
of these swamps is Igladey', being covered Vlith gallberry 
bushes, or cane l)rakes and a scrubby growth of saV8.nlla 
pin0s, and has a soil of sand that is exceedingly barren of 
fert.ility and forests." Cypress and juniper grew ir: small 
~:tands a long thl;;' st-reams runni ng through the::;e poco''::: i n:3 
(A:~-.>lH~ : ;?C») , 

LONGLEAF PI 1!E: 

The rest.of the county, drained by the 'Ihite Oa}: and 
Nl~\,l river-s , supported the extensive pil-lE:! for;~sts that for:rfi2d 
the basis of the Onslow economy from early settlement into 
the twentieth century. Initially, the dominant pine in the 
forests \'la:3 the longleaf pine (Pinus palustris). The 
pl-imeval range of the longleaf pine occupied the coastal 
plain from Virginia to Texas, and average pines attained a 
height of seventv feGt and a lov/er trunk diameter 0-: fifteen 
to twentv incb{~.s" (AE.he: 132), Virgin long'leaf pine ,:::eveloped 

" '-' '-' 
a virtually indestructible heartwood that was prized as a 
building TTl3teri .... :tl, but prior to tran~::;portation impI'C"lements. 
in the 1890::;;';1 the principal value of Onsloh,I S longlE-.=tf pilH:'-~:::. 

was in naval stores productiun, 

Tltf--' SZtFI't/oc)d Ol t.he longleaf ptrle \','.38 rtr-::ll 
ths-t p)~otected ·thE tJ-ee from insect dnmage and 
gathf?r ~bf?;-:>I~ gun] !-~sjnsJ the turpcnl i.l1(~ f8CH!e;r 

In QUHl resi n5 
'-' 

di.s2.=..::::·e, To 
Jllade 3. seric:s 
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of V-shaped cuts into the outermost layers of the sapwood at 
the base of the trunk. Below the cuts a "box" \'IBS mad,~, a 
deep notch that collected the gum that trickled from the 
cuts during the caur"5e of the growing season. The turpen~ 
tine farmer dipped the gum from many boxes into barrels and 
transported the product either directly to a distillery or 
to a landing for shipment to a distillery where the gum wa~ 
boiled dO\"ln into Ilspirits of turpentirJl?:" with uses in 
shipping, in industry, as an illuminant, and as an ingredi­
ent in paint (Perry, 1967: 6). According to informants.! 
turpentine was us.ed locally as a wood preservative I hair 
remover at hog ki11ings, and medicine. 

Box cutting normally cau::3ed the death of a 1ongle:::-~i 

pine in four to five years, but a dead pinE:' still had va.lue. 
The heartwood could be harvested as lUJnte)-J or, as "light­
y/ood" J it could be burned 1n a ki] n to produce tar, Ta.r 
could also bE-~ {lroclucE-~<1 from nat.ura 11 'I occ:urr i TlQ:' dead\</Qod 8.r:. j 
;'rlllcn 1. imbs .. - Unt i 1 t.he market for t ur-pent i n(~ \J expanded in 
the second quarter of the nineteenth century, tar and its 
derivative pitch 'derl~ the loost highly valued products of the 
longl(~af pine. Tar production \'fas the major component in. 
tte naval stores industry tha"t constituted ·the economic 
nla i Ti",tay of eastern Horth Carol ina into the nineteenth 
century (Perry, 19fi7) , 

The production of tar and turpentine and later lumber 
ul timately led to the decimation of On510\.., County's vi:cgin 
longleaf ~imber. In addition to the direct affe~ts of box 
cutting and lumbering, forest fires increased in frequency 
owing to the abundance of deadwood and exposed, hlghiy- . 
flammable gum and gum drippings, The cutting of boxes 
weakened tr·(?e~ .. leaving- the pine plantations susc~::?ptj1)le tc 
h'holes ale destruction by hurricanes (Sharrer: 255-56). Th!.::: 
longleaf pines of the sand ridges along the coast were the 
first. to vanish, owing to their proximity to h'ater trans-
port. In the 1.'390s, stands still f:!:xisted in the northHest-
el-n section of the county and, to a lesser extent. along the 
lov/e.r White::! Oak River. By tl1("~ 19~:.'O~~, large interstate and 
local J.Ulllll81- companies had efficiently hal-vested these last 
stands of J.ongleaf pine. 

LOBLOLL Y P I HE: 

Tbl~ Q'tlJer l":"!2.tjD: :~peci{.:.::.-':. of pin(~ in CJn,,:,_,lo'tl Count V VIa;:::, 
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the loblolly pine (Pinus taeda). The hardy loblolly 
colonized exhausted agricultural land, a fact \>Ihich may have 
accounted for its late nineteenth century concentration in 
the central areas of the county, the early-settled low(:;:r- Netrl 
River drainage. Lobolly also succeeded longleaf pine \>Ihere 
the latter had been exploited. In 1894 loblolly pine forest 
VIELE: estin1ated to cover 58,000 acres, or rouq-hly 13 pl?rcent 
of the county's land area (Ashe:26). Loblo~ly' pine did not 
produce tUl'pentine, and except for its proportionally small 
heartwood it \>las not as durable as longleaf pine in exposed 
consteuction (MacLeod). ROHever, as the longleaf pine gl'ew 
scarce, lumbering operations theoughout the southeast turned 
to the plentiful loblolly. Techniques \>Iere introduced for 
driving- the per-ishable sap from the wood, rendering it. more 
durable. Loblolly lumber \'las ideally suited for interior 
woodwork such ~s flooring and ceiling (Ashe: 107), 

Other spe'.:.:iE';3 of trees made up the rema:i.nder of Onsl­
ow's forests. Several of these \'lere highly valued as lum­
ber. Red ce1ar grew near the coast. Juniper occurred in 
pockets throughout the county. Cypress, holly, v"hi te oak, 
red oak, and beech also occurred. The live oak that gre~l in 
the county in the eighteenth century was prized for t.he 
naturally-curving- ship's timbers that could be cut from its 
boughs (Sharrer: 242-43). 

NAVAL STORES PRODUCTION: 

Tar and turpentine Here vital to shipping as 
protectants of Hood and rigging. In the early 1700s policy­
lmkers in England realized that the dependence on Baltic tar 
and turpentine for the maintenance of the British navy left 
the nation vulnerable. Through a series of bounty laHS 
beginning in 1°04, England encouraged its American colonies 
to produce nav31 store!::., and American merchants and lando\'ln­
erG \'lere qlJ:Lck to 1~0sFlond (Sharrer: 242). It may be that 
the expansion of the naval stores industry during this 
period led tD --:}te initial set.tlement of OnSlO\'1 County. 

CHARACTERISTICS OF EARLY NAVAL STORES PRODUCTION: 

Naval st~res production constituted the single most 
in~ortan-t eccn~mic acti.vity in DnsloH County up until the 
mid-nineteenth century. Tar and turpentine are mentioned in 
county records dating to the 17308. During the eighteenth 
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century naval stores pr'oduction formed the principle liveli­
hood of sma 11 and large landov/ners, and it contributed to 
the developmen·t of Swansboro, the county's earli~st town. 
In the second quarter of the nineteenth century, as the 
focus of production shifted from tar and pitch to turpen­
tine, it prompted the fOl'rnation of large pine plantations 
resulting in concentrations of wealth, although smaller 
pl-oducers prospered as well. 

The proximity.of Onslow County to the ocean, and its 
own network of in:terior water~lays, enhanced its potential 
for profitable naval stores production. Settlement prog­
ressed in the county in a fashion analogous to the incipient 
settlement of Tidevlater Virginia a century earliel~, with the 
economy focused on the production of a single cash cr'op and 
small and large landOl·mers establishing plantations with 
di rect access to water transport. Large lando\'lners nat ural­
ly profited. more from the arrangement., sinc~ they could 
conunand their O\'1n flotilla::::.: of coastal BeOvlS and ocean~ 
going vessels, alld thereby ship directly to processing 
c.:enters, or'- if they o\'lued a disti llery as vie 11 ~ to 
Jp.:::q--kets in the northeastern United States, England, and the 
West Indies. It \'las not UnCOllnllOn fOl~ NeY! England and l~orth 
Carolinian entrepreneurs to buy turpentine orchards up and 
dO\'ln the North Carolina coast (Perry, 1983: 11,26). 

In 1751 the North Carolina Assembly designated loca­
tion::::; at Bear Inlet, Bogue Inlet (Swansboro), and the NeYl 
Pi-ver Inlet as naval stores inspection points. In 1770 three additionaJ 
On~.lo\-1 C.:ounty inspect ion poi nts were named, and in 1791 
locations \-lere nanled as far inland as Tar Landing at the 
head of naviga.tion on the New River (Perry, 1983: 13). 

EARL Y COJOtERC J AL ACT I V I TY: 

Naval stores production gave rise to the earliest com­
mercial acti.vity in the county. Tar and turpentine were 
used in lieu of curl~ency, and merchants conducted a brisk 
trade by selling staples and merchandise to producers in 
ex.:;hange for nava I stores. Wi 1 mi ngton~ based merchant Robert. 
Hoyq was one of the fj,l~st to enQage in this trade fr01D his 
st~~e on the New River in the 1~75s and Wit~'his associate Samuel 
Campbel~ Hogg operated a store in Swansboro in the 17708 
'Tucker Littleton Papers), 
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William P. Ferrand's store (circa 1839; ON 762) in 
S\'Iansboro is a mernorial to this local forlll of commer·ce. 
Three generations of Ferrands operated in Swansboro .:from the 
1790s until 1847, The second Ferrand, William Pugh, estab-
1 ished a dist i llery in SwanE;boro or its vic! ni ty by 1820 ar~d 
shipped distilled turpentine to the West Indies and to 
commission merchant Henry Ruggle in New York, His imposing 
brick stor'e on Front Street served as his headquarters and 
also as a fire-proof storehouse for the merchandise he sold 
to his suppliers in exchange for crude turpentine. One and 
possibly two other merchants or merchant firms operated in 
S'.'lansboro concurrent with Ferrand, and competition was 
fierce. Another indication of the vitality of the turpen­
-r.1ne trade at ante-bellum S'r'lansboro was the number of 
turpentine-barrel coopers located there: five in 1850 and 
again in 1860. In the 18508, dj.stl11eries operated at 
Catherine Lake, Jacksonville, and the Nine Mile vicinity, 
and some or all of these probably operated in conjunction 
wi"th stores <Perry: 25-30; u.s. census), 

EARL Y NINETEENTH CDITURY N A VAL STORES PRODUCT ION: 

The first statistics for naval stores production in the 
county come from the 1.320 census, Hhich lists eiq"ht tur-pen­
tine ~istilleries with a product output valued a~ $16,6~5. 
In 1840 Onslow County ranked fourth in the state in naval 
stores production, accounting for B percent of the total 
state uutput. Craven County ranked first, accounting for 0~ 
percent of the total ,,,tate output, folloNed by Beaufm-t (18 
percent) and Pitt (9 percent) (lB40 census of manufactures)_ 

The 1850 census lists six turpentine distilleries and 
t~'/entY-'four tar and c:r'ude turpentine ntanufactories in tte 
county. The largest distilleries were those of David Vl. 
Sanders at Palo Alto on the White Oak River, Cyrus B. G!over 
near Stdansboro, and '(lard, 1I1ont fort and Company: probabl y i ~.~ 
the Jacksonville vicinity on the New Rivel~. Each of these 
operations produced rosin and spirits of turpentine valued 
in the range of $50,000. John Avirett's distillery at 
Cather"ine Lake gener'ated $35,000 in product in 1850. The 
distilleries reqUired few laborers to keep them operating, 
but the larger turpentine plantations reqUired large wo]-k-
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forces. Avirett employed a vlOrkforce of fifty in 1850; in 
1855 the majority of his 125 slaves \'Iorked in the pine \'Ioods 
(Bellamy: 342). However, most turpentine cre\"lS were much 
smaller. Of the t\'lenty-four ·tar and crude turpentine 
manufactories listed for 1850, seventeen employed three or 
fel'ler hands. The total value of product of the distilleries 
V/aS $219,800. The total value of product of the turpentine 
plantations was approximately $240,000. 

The census schedules of industry for 1860 are the most 
revealing account of the dimensions of naval stores produc­
tion in the county during the late antebellum period. T\'Io 
unidentified manufactor'ies produced crude turpentine valued 
at $101,681 and employed a total of 170 hands. One uniden-
tified distillery generated $.;;3,32,460 worth of product and ,.c.\ .. tI~'·(!i 
employed one hundred hands. I.}'hls m..ammoth distiller..'l. was ---. _, "j/f, 

probably John Avirett's oper'ation at Catherine Lake.J The ()!}(>/\<!/,!.u:','c! \) 

Avirett distillery drew crude turpentine from a pine planta- ~\~VIJI(I vL)(,. 
tion of 22,000 acres. Water for cooling the "'orm of the {,,, It', l, 
still 1'/aS draHli by vtindmill from Catherine Lake (Avirett: 
65) . 

ARCHITECTURAL RESOURCES: 

'fhe development of new uses for turpentine dllring the 
an-te-bellum period was largely responsible for the expansion 
in tlH:! market, and the subsequent expansion in pl-oduction in 
North Carolina counties including OnsloH (Perry, 1967: 6). 
Conceivably every landowner with longleaf pine on his 
property benefited from the expansion, ,-d.th large landowners 
benefitting the most. A number of stylish residences ,"ere 
erected from the 18308 through the 1850s, in part from the 
proceeds of turpentine sales. The owner of the busy Tar 
Landing shipping point on the upper New River, Isaac B. 
lfcorton, built himself a fine tHo-story hall-parlor dwelling 
(ON 403). Bl~yant Shine Koonce, \'''ho docked a schooner- at Tar 
Landing, built a tNo--story house vlith decorative chimneys 
near Richlands in the late 1830s (ON 139). John A. Avirett, 
set up in the turpentine business by his father John Avirett 
by 1850, built a fine Italianate style house at Catherine 
Lake in the 1850s (ON 357). Bince no structures directly 
associated with turpentine production survive to the pres­
e.nt, these high-status d\'/e11ing8 represent some of the feH 
architectural resources associated with the industry. 
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The majority of those involved in turpentine production 
- the slaves and v,hite tenants I·/ho did the 1'lOrk - lived in 
far simpler d\'lellings. In A Journey in the Seaboard Slave 
States (1856), Frederick La\'l Olmsted described a typical 
abode of an eastern North Carolina turpentine plantation 
slave: Iia little log cabin, so made: tha-t it is only a 
shelter from rain, the sides not being chinked, and having 
no more furniture or pretension to comfort than is cOJrnnonly 
pl'ovided a criminal in the cell of a prison." The houses of 
the "turpentine farmers", the \'Ihi te tenants OJ' small land­
O\'mers engaged principally in turpentine production, v,ere 
little better. According to Olmsted, these houses were "log 
cabi n8 I COmlnon ly J sometimes chinked, oftener not - Vii thout 
windo'iilS of glass" adj oined by a collard plot and a clearing 
for maize. Understandably, structures of the impermanence 
Olmsted described have not survived to the present. The 
only surviving structure that (probably) served as a slave 
dvlelllng is the Eli Cox House (ON 77») which is frame, and 
\'Ihich is believed to have been a bunl<house for single male 
slaves \<{bo \'Iouid have been engaged in agriculture as well as 
turpentine gathering. 

LATE IHNETEENTH CENTURY NAVAL STORES PRODUCTION: 

The economic and demographic upheavals of the Civil War 
and Reconstruction contributed to a steep decline in Onslow 
County na'-1al stores production bl~t\'leen the years 1860 and 
1870. In 1.870 four distilleries produced only $38,700 worth 
of tar- and turpent i ne and employed bet\'leen ten and twenty 
hztl)ds. Si.mon B. Taylor's distillery at Catherine Lake was 
one of the larger of four distilleries active in 1870, and 
it operated into the early twentieth century. During the 
Civil \var, Taylor had destroyed several thousand barrels of 
turpentine at the approach of Sherman's army. He was able 
t.o reblJi ld his d1.stillery and mer-cantlIe business after the 
war by draining Catherin~ Lake and reclaiming the rosin that 
had been dumped ther'e during the ante-bellum years as Idaate 
(Ford). Jay Franklin Boggs and O. B. Cox also operated 
distilleries and stores (no longer in existence) at Cather­
ine Lake during the late nineteenth century (Branson). 

Between the 1870s and the early tl1entieth century the 
number of distiller-ies in the county remained more of less 
constant, numbering between six and eight for any given year 
(U. 8. c'ensuses; Branson ' s business directories). The small 
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landowners of the post-bellum period did not rely as heavily 
on turpentine-derived income. I nstead they cut the ir t imbe,­
(or permitted it to be cut) and engaged increasingly in 
agricultural production. In 1925, one commentator remarked 
of the Onslow County area: "Dp to ten years ago, the 
production of naval stores was one of the chief industries 
of this section. In recent years, however, this has given 
way to general farming and lumber manufacture as the chief 
industries." (Onslow County) This decline VlaS a result of 
the depletion of -the'areEi's long leaf pine stands. One of 
the last distilleries in the county was the Pine Products 
Company Turpentine Distillery, which operated a large plant 
on the New River near Jacksonville in 1925 (Sanborn). 

LUMBER PRODUCTION: 

SHIPBUILDING: 

The first major use of Onslow County's timber resources 
v/ac; Shipbuilding. Onslow had abundant virgin timber in 
close proximity to \'later transportation, and it had stands 
of live oak, prized fm' curved ship timbe,-·s. Evidence 
accUlnulated by historian Dr. William N. Still points tO\'lards 
vigorous shipbUilding at several locations in the county 
during the eighteenth century. In 1807, one commentator 
remar-ked of Swansboro: "the town seems to be chiefly em­
ployed in shipbuilding for the West India and coasting 
trade. " No leSE; than twenty-three ocean-going vessels ar"e 
knOlvn to have been built in Onslo'l County during the period 
1783·-1812. Thirty-eIght ocean-going vessels we,'" built 
be-t\·;een 1312 and 1861. Shipyards in Swansboro accounted for 
the majority of these vessels. It Has at S\'lansboro that the 
enterpr 1:3i ng O"tv/ay Burns had the Pr-011!etl}..§_u~. constructed in 
1818, the first steamboat built in North Carolina (Still: 2-
5). The building of smaller vessels predominated after the 
Civil 'lIar. The North Carolina Ye",}::J2Qok. of 1905 lists four 
boat builders in the town: Edwin Foster, Van \Villis, C. R. 
Webb, and Robert Lee Smith. In the mid--t\'lentieth century, a 
handful of shipbuildc!rs operatf.;:;d at S\-'/ansbor-o, specializing 
in the COTlstruction of pleasure craft (Still: 2-5; inter­
Vif~\'1S with long-time residents of Swansboro). 

EARLY LUMBER INDUSTRY: 
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The construction of the Wilmington, Onslow, and East 
Carolina Railroad precipitated the expansion of the commer­
cial lumber industry in Onslow County, which began in 
earnest in the early 1890s. Prior to that time, the '~'atel' 

was the only avenue by which Onslow lumber could be e:,:­
ported. Consequently, lumbering occurred first along the 
coast and up the estuaries of the White Oak and New rivers. 
Few statistics ex:lst for Onslow County lumber production 
before the latter part of the nineteenth century, but it may 
be assumed that the lumber cut in the county during the 
eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries was shipped 
directly or via Wilmington to markets in Nely England and the 
Mid-Atlantic states, the West Indies, and England (Ashe: 
106). Swansboro may have served as a shipping point, since 
it probably had steam sawmills in its vicinity from the 
18508 oTH'lard. Although poor roads and distant .warket"=.· lIBY 
have depressl?d l.he production of large dimension lumber ill 
t.he interior sections of the county, there was apparer-~tl:·[ a 
brisk production of hand-drawn cypress shingles, exported 
from Wilmington and New Bern t.o foreign and domestic nEtrkets 
(Astle: 114). For small landowners with unimproved acre­
ages, shingle production represented one of the few scurces 
of steady income available. In addition to the increasingly 
rare cypress J juniper and longleaf heartwood were mad-= into 
shingles (Frank Swinson, personal communication). Ancther 
widelY-'practiced, small-scale woods products industry \1aS 

the making of turpentine barrels, a craft continued ",.to the 
twentieth century (Frank Swinson, Arthenia Futrell, Raymond 
Odham, personal communications). 

For most of the nineteenth century, Onslow County 
sawmills were SJTl."3.11 operations producing for local co~.:.su:np-­
tion. Oftentimes gr-ist mills doubled as sawmills, an,-2.\ like 
grist mills, usually operated on a custom basis. For the 
year::; 1850 and 1860, no OnSlO\AI County sawmill produce.::' t!le 
ndnimum .$500 \'/orth of product qualifying it to appear in the 
decennIal censuses. In the 1870 census, two sawmills are 
listed. The more inclusive Branson business director~: C! 
1872 lists twelve carrl and saw mills, The two OnSlow' County 
sawmills to appear in the (incomplete) 1880 industria: 
census gene.ra-ted products of considerably less value -:.h8.n 
the product generated by the majOl-ity of turpentine d:still­
eries listed for that year. 
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LATE NINETEENTH CENTURY LUMBER INDUSTRY: 

The lumber boom that transformed Onslow County in the 
1890s, 1900s, and 1910s was the brainchild of New York 
financier Thomas A. ]ofcIntyre. McIntyre probably became 
acquainted with the regiot, as a sportsman; in 1889 he 
purchased 1,600 acres of game land near Holly Ridge. By 
1890 McIntyre and other investors had acquired the Wilming­
ton, New Bern and Norfolk Railroad, which had been chartered 
In 1885 but unrealized. They renamed the venture the 
Wilmington, Onslow, and East Carolina Railroad. The first 
section was completed from Wilmington to Jacksonville by the 
winter of 1890/91. Several years later the line reached New 
Bern (Hathaway Price, personal communication). 

J ACKSONV I LLE: 

The Wilmington, Onslow, and East Ca~olina Railroad 
facil.itated the exploitation of Onsl0'''' County's timber 
lands. Among the first incorporated lumber companies to 
lease timber lands in the county \.,a8 the Onslow Lumber 
Company, created by HClntyre and Jacksonville businessman 
Dr. Richard I'lard in 1889 (Cross: 1'5). McIntyre and Ward 
built a mill adjacent to Jacksonville, wbich in 1893 
McIntyre sold to the Parmele Eccleston Lumbe,- Company of New 
J er-sey. Bei':'\'leen 1.393 and 1897 J Parm£: le Eccleston made 139 
separate leases of timber lands in On510H County (Onslow 
County deed record,,,). 

Parmele Eccleston V/aS the first large lumber company to 
establish itself in the county, but it 'das soon followed by 
even larger operations. The Virginia-based John L. Roper 
Lumber Company bui 1 t an extensi ve mi 11 c· :Jmplex on the Ne\'/ 
River one mj.le south of .Jacksonville in 1906-07. The Roper 
Hi 11 concent,-ated on loblolly pine, and ::nade 654 separate 
leases of timber lands between 1906 and 1921 (Stern), 

The cOlning. of the railroad and the establishment of two 
large mills caused the growth of Jacksonville. In 1890 the 
population of the small courthouse to'm ".,as 170; in 1900 
that figure had increased to 309. By 1910, with both mills 
In op0'ration , the population of the tOh'Cl had g,'m'm to 505. 

The influx of laborel~·s and managel--:::; resulted in the 
expansion of ldcksonville l s commercial a~!d domestic:.: building 
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stock. The blocks adjoining the courthouse square continued 
as the focus of commercial development, \-/1 th an extension 
along Court Street towards the depot to the south of tovm. 
Initially, frame cOlllnercial bUildings \<Ier-e built. Beginning 
with the stylish Hinton and Koonce Store of 1901 (On 492), 
briel, bUildings gradually came to replace the frame struc­
tures erected in the 1890s. 

Residential neighborhoods wel'e laid out to the south of 
town along the roads leading to the sawmills. The Mill 
Avenue neighborhood, established in the 1890s, attracted the 
large houses of mer-charJts and professionals and smaller 
working-class houses. The one-story houses of mill workers 
were built in the slightly later South Court Street neigh­
borhood, established between the downtown and the Roper 
Mill. The most genteel houses of the period \'lere built on 
lIew Bridge Street to the east of town, the neighborhood 
!urthest from the mills. 

::C'VANSBORO, 

SVvansboro also participated in the lumber boom of the 
turn of the century, even though it was not served by 
railroad. The early industrial census returns for Swansboro 
:ndicate that t,here' 'das no lumbering activit,y in th(~ tov/n 
proper for the years 1850, 1860, 1870, and 1880 (schedules 
co no survive for the 1890 census). In 1893, John Pl'i ttyman 
c:of Penn;o.ylvania established a small mill on the waterfront 
to thE! \'/est. D.e town (Cross: 15). Prittyman' s ~Iill Ckno\·/n a~: 
the S",an8boro Lumber Company after 1895) employed only ten 
\'/orkers in 1900. The economic focus of Swansboro remained 
predominately maritime (U. census) . 

In 1900 the Sv/ansboro Lumber Company \'las reorganized as 
~:-le Swansboro Land and Lumber Company (Onslow County deed 
l'e(:.:ords) . Over the next four years the Swansboro Land and 
L'Jmber Company expanded operations, installing a band saw 
a"d leasing forty timber tracts. In 1910 the company 
employed 43 percent of the tovln' S \'lork force and was rece i v­
illg logs by tramway and water CU. S. census, intervie",s with 
~ong-time Swansboro residents>. 

Other mills located at Swansboro and on the adjoining 
\·,raterfront. W. S. Swindell operated a sa\,l1uil1 in town from 
1911 until at least 1916 (1911-1916 North Carolina Year 
Book.s) . The Wel~ks Mi 11 at the east end of Front Street 
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operated from the 1910s until about 1940. The Deer Island 
Sawmill, operated in the twentieth century by the Interstate 
Cooperage Company, made fish cases and tobacco stlcks (Adolf 
Phillips, per"Sonal cCllmnunication). John Riggs moved his 
sawmill from a location between Swansboro and Hubert to the 
waterfront on the west side of Deer Island in the 1910s 
(Aleetha Baucom, personal corrununication). 

As in Jacksonville, lumbering activity boosted 
S\'Iansbor-o IS populatJon and led t·o an increase in its bui Id~­
iug s·toclt. The 1880 population of 128 rose to 233 in 18£10, 
265 in 1900, and 390 in 1910. According to the 1Q16 North 
Carolina Year Book, Swansboro's population stooel at 575 in 
1916. New houses h'er-e built throughout the expansive 1772 
tONIl grid, and the Walnut Street tier of house lots was laid 
out on the r-idge above town. The one~ and tv..,ro-story houses 
of the period were built by a small coterie of carpenters 
Vlho used dimension lumber and stock mOldings pl~ocluced at the 
Swansboro Land and Lumber Company ]'1ft 11. Several new commer­
cial bUildings Here built on Front Street, the town's 
central business district. On HaNkins Creek to the north of 
the Swansboro Land and Lumber Company pI111 temporary one­
story frame dwellings were erected for mill laborers 
(Aleetha Baucom, personal conununication). 

Large-scale lumbering also occurred in the rest of the 
county during the ea.l:~·ly twentieth cent.ury. Blades Lumber 
Company of Nelol Bern built a lumber railroad spur into the 
central part of the county and leased 514 timber tracts 
betNeen 1899 and 1929 (Onslow County deed records). By 1910 
the GoldsbOl~O Lumber Company had built a line knOl'/n as the 
Dover and Southbound Railroad from its 10i11 at Dover in 
Craven County to Richlands in nOl~thern OnslOl'/ County (191Q 
Nor~~_CaroliJ~ .. ~. __ X.~~1=--.B90~; Peter Sandbeck, personal communi­
cation), 

TWENTIETH CENTURY LUMBER INDUSTRY: 

In addition to these larger operations, many small, 
family owned and operated sawmills flourished. One anony­
mous commentator wrote in 1925: "The lumbering inclustry[ ... 1 
is nOl'/ very largely carried on by the small movable types of 
saw mills that use imp,'oved road facilities as a means of 
reaching various shipping points." (On§.19-",-~_c;ounj;'y). By the 
1920s, these smaller mills operated on the leaving-s of trlf'::: 
large lumber companies, since, as the above commentator 
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noted, jJmost of the virg"in forests have been cut away." 
Small) highly-mobile led115 continue to operate to the 
present day and have reverted to serving farmers in their 
immedia-te vic ini ty. One example is the HOlland Sawmi 11 in 
the Silverdale vicinity ION 696). 
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E. 3. AGRICULTURE IN ONSLOW COUNTY, 1'134-1938 

In his travelogue, A Journey in the Seaboard Slave 
States (1856), Frederick La" Olmsted described the economy 
~f - inland southeastenl North Carolina as dominated by the' 
production of turpentine. The only agriculture Olmsted 
obsel~ved among the "turpentine farmers" \'fere some clearings 
planted in corn, collards, and s,"eet potatoes, and s"ine 
,-Doting a,'ound· in the ubiquitous forest (Olmsted: 348-50). 
In short, it ,"as a subsistence agriculture geared to sup­
porting the turpentine farmer and his labor force as they 
~'/ent about their principal \'JorkJ the production of naval 
stores. 

Olmsted's assessment appl ies equally Hell to the 
£t2"ric;ulture of ante-bellum coaE.:tal Onslow County, an area 
d~voted to naval stores production. The forests of the 
county were a boon -::0 the tu:cpentine farmer" but a hindr'anc:e 
to the 3QTicultur'al:'st. In addition) the sandy loam3 which 
suppm-ted the longLeaf pine, and the poorly-drained muck of 
the extensive pocos:rls, Vlere not v/ell suited to the g-r-oHing 
of most crops. Dur~ng the period 1850 to 1920) cultivated 
acr"eage in OnSlO\'1 C:Junty nevel.~ exceeded 20 percent of the 
total land area, an"i in the aftermath of the Civil vlar in 
1870 it dipped belo''; 10 percent (U.S. census). As late as 
1921 it Vias noted t!:iat Onslow County's corn production 
whic:h vias at an all-time high of 277, 210 bushels - was not 
enough to satisfy local demand (Soil Survey: 104). An 
exception to this, gene.ral poverty of Onslow County soils was 
the Richlands area, so named in the colonial period when 
<presumably) its Be.: ,1.0, wel'e judged to be some of the best 
along the southeastern North Carolina coast. To this day 
the Richlands area supports extensive agriculture. " 

L lVE8TOCK: 

The one form c: agriculture that was best suited to 
Onslow County' S ~eavily-fur-ested lands \'las s\'/ine and 
cattle production, During the eighteenth century and the 
early unte-belluJo ~~riod the COUllty raised swine and cattle 
for export, as it ":d in the post-bellum period ",hen live­
stock "aE herded tc market in FayetteVille and Wilmington, 
or, after 1891, to ~ny of several sidings on the neHly­
completed \llilmingtc::-;, Onslow, and East Carolina Railroad, 
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The presence of numerous tanneries in the censuses of 1810 
and 1840 and in post-bellum business directories also 
attests to the importance of livestock production. The 1850 
census reports over 17,000 s\·rine and over 8,000 head of 
cattle in the county. Livestock ranged free, necessitating 
the fencing in of crops and gardens. Cattlemen along the 
coast customarily pastured their cattle inland during the 
summer and along the sounds and barrier islands during the 
winter, where marsh grasses and sedges Here available 
(Avirett: 74; Bellamy: 343). 

MID-II IlIETEEIITH CEIITURY AGR I CULTURE: 

Large-scale agriculture 11a8 not unknown in ante-bellum 
Onslow County. In fact, one of the state's most prosperous 
plantel~S resided in the county. David W. Sanders estab-
1 ished the Palo Alto Plantation (011 1) on the "hite Oak 
River in the 1840s, devoting much of his 9,500 acres to 
cotton production, but also i:-·aising livestock and grains 
(Cross, National Register llomination: 2). Ante-bellum 
agricul tura 1 censuses show that fanners e lse\'lhere in the 
county practiced diversified agriculture. 

LATE IHNETEENTH CEIITURY AGRICULTURE: 

The Civil War and Reconstruction disrupted Onslow 
County agriculture. Although direct destruction from the 
\'131' 11as minimal, dIsruptions of the labO!' supply and of 
market and distribution netHorks proved disastrous. The 
Southern 'dar t~ffort consumed the product of farms and 
depleted cattle and swine st.ock. OnsloY! County nUIIlbered 
25,628 sViine and 6,103 cattle in 1860, but only 8,786 swine 
and 2,525 catt Ie in 1870 0860 and 1870 censuses of agricul­
ture). OnsloH County cattle numbers never again attained 
ante-bellum levels, and the production of corn for feed did 
not fully rebound until the early tvlentieth century. 

Local naval stores production entered a nevi phase after 
the Civil lia,'. The VIaI' and Reconstruction Vle,'e in part 
responsible for a decline in p,'oduction, but the cumulative 
effects of exploitive practices during the ante-bellum 
turpeni;ine boom 11ere also to blame. Turpentine farmers 
incr-easingly turned to other income sources, In the late 
nineteenth century cotton production was favored l to be 
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eclipsed by tobacco production in the early hlentieth 
century. 

COTTON AND TOBACCO PRODUCTION: 

The 1870 census of industry lists four tUl'pentine 
distillel'ies with a combined value of product of $38,700. 
The same year, ten cotton g-tns generated a combined value of 
product of over $97,000. Cotton production rose steadily 
from 881 four-hundred pound bales in 1870 to 5,775 bales in 
1920. Tobacco production was negligible until the decade of 
the 1890s. Between 1890 and 1900 production rose dral~ti­
cally from forty-six pounds to 508,500 pounds. In 1920, 
2,323,701 pounds of tobacco Nere produced. Tradition 
differs as to Nhich farmer Nas the first to begin wholesale 
t.obacco production in the county, but it appears likely that 
a feN farmers introduced tobacco and others witnessed their 
success and followed suit. 

OTHER CROPS: 

Onslow County farmers experimented with other crops 
dUl'ing the late nineteenth and early tHentieth centuries. 
Rice, vlhich Has grmm in the ante-bellum period, was still 
popular in 1880, Hhen 92,565 pounds of it Here grown <1880 
U. S. census), Thereafter rice production went into a steep 
decline. In 1890 Onslow County ranked third in the state in 
peanut production (1890 U. B. census). Peanuts ''fere used to 
fatten hogs, a practice "hich continues to the present 
<Melvin SHinsoli, personal communication). 

CHARACTERISTICS OF FARMS: 

A number of trends characterize the size and make-up of 
Onslo'if County farms for the fifty year period 1870 to 1920, 
as indicated by the agricultural censuses. The amount of 
lalld in farms, artificially ION ill 1870, peaked in 1890 at 
277,219 acres, and le'lelled off in 1900 and 1910 at around 
260,000 acres. In 1920 the amount dropped precipitously to 
193,176 acres as farmers divested themselves of unimproved 
(,<aDded) acreage. The amount of improved (cultivated) 
acreage decreased less, from 77,220 acres in 1890 to 54,196 
acres in 1920. At the same time, the number of farms 
increased from 551 in 1870 to 2,179 in 1920. This caused a 
decrease in the average size of fanI;S from 357 acres in 1870 
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to eighty-nine acres in 1920. Although the farms of 1920 
were smaller, they contained proportionally more impr'oved 
farm land. As noted above, corn l cotton, and tobacco 
production were at all-ti"", highs in 1920, suggesting the 
adoption of more intensive and productive farming tech­
niques. 

TENANCY: 

As I.as the case throughout the rest of the South, 
tenancy "laS animpDl'tant element in post-bellum Onslow 
County agriculture. The system of tenancy, which usually 
took the for'ID of share cropping', \'laS fraught \'lith abuses, 
but it pr·ovided a ,'ough solution to the dilemma of landown­
ers left without labor by Emancipa.tion l and labor - both 
white and black - without land. The first statistics for 
tenancy were gathered in the census of 1880, at 11hich time 
35 percent of Onslow County farms were cultivated by rent­
ers. In 1890 that figure stood at 2'7 percent, but the 
r·ental rate slowly increased over the next several decades 
until it stood at nearly 41 percent in 1920. <U. S. census). 

By 1920 the development of agriculture in Onslow County 
had reached a stage simi lar to its present condition. A 
highly mobile population largely devoted to the production 
of naval stores had converted to a stable society of agri­
culturalists. The last large-scale lumbering had opened up 
the last uncultivated acreages, and the pioneer stage of 
agriculture had come to a close. In conjunction with the 
break-up of the ante-be 11 '1m plantations and the late nine­
teenth centUl7 arrival of the railroad, agriculture had 
spurred the development of large towns such as Richlands and 
slnaller' conununi ties such a.s Hubert and Belgrade. Onslo\'l 
County farmers had developed a diversified agriculture 
suited to the area's soils and adaptable to chang-ing mar­
kets. 
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",E"-, _-"4,-,. __ 1'",:",,Ec=Ll G ION AND EDUCA T I ON I N ONSLOW COUNTY, 1734 -1938 

'lELIGION: 

Organized reI igion came late to Onslow County. Osten­
sibly the county belonged to the st. John Parish of the 
Anglican Church during the colonial period; however, the 
scattered and sparse population, separated by formidable 
natural barriers, could not organize permanent congrega­
tions, raise church bUildings, and hire full-time ministers. 
Apparently the county also did not have the financial means 
':0 support clergy. In a report compiled for Governor Tryon 
in 1767, the anonymous author states: "[The parishoners of 
Dnslow County are) willing to receive tho' hardly capable of 
making provision for [a] Minister" (Clark) v. 7: 54). 
'::!n~lO\~ County's early irreligiosity may have stemmed as well 
~r'::,m the composition of the population. 

The first inhabitants wer'e sojourners \<lho exhausted the 
~a"!id of its wealth in naval stores, and moved on. Fishing, 
;:'3"'''''"igation, shipbuilding, and occasional privateer-ing' were 
·:·t'cer pursuits, The }!ethodist Bishop Francis Asbury~ 
~assing through the area in 1785, described the citizens of 
2~'/6Tl-sboro as a II Vl icked people. JI Eighteen years later, on 
3nc1ther visit, Asbury '.'/rote in his journal that: "The 
:oeople of Onslow seem to resemble the ancient Jews they 
?lease not God and are contrar'y to all lUen " (Johnson: 28). 
Asbury's first-hand (albeit biased) account of the religious 
:ernperalnent of Onslow County's early citizenry is probably 
:no:-e accurate than the official account of 176'1, which may 
~a~e been designed to elicit support from the crown or 
~hurch officials in England. 

"A"'L Y rORHS OF WORSH r p: 

It was in the agricultural areas of Onslow County that 
~rzanized religion first took hold. According to tradition, 
~ chapel had been built in the Richlands area as early as 
-: he- 17305 (Ware). Asbury ment ioned this church - Union 
=-h6.pel ,- and one other in his journal. As the name of Union 
-=:hapel indicates, these churches were open to preachers and 
worshippers of all denominations. The non-denominational 
~haracter of eighteenth and early nineteenth century 
·::hl.11"ches vias in part a reflection of the isolation and 
~r:mltiveness of the area. Onslow's citizenry relied on 
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itinerant preachers for its spiritual instruction, and was 
probably eager to hear preaching regardless of the fine 
distinctions of sectarianism. 

SECTARIANISlt,:, 

Sectarianism was an inevitable outcome of the growth 
and development of the area. The religious fel'vor that 
sv/ept the rest of the southeastern United States also 
affected Onslow County. An 1806 revival in the II'hite Oak 
Eiver area is directly credited for the formation of Taber­
nacle Methodist Church (ON 595) and indirectly fO!' a height­
ened spirituality in other sections of the county (Johnson: 
28). Another important early church established during this 
period was the Southwest Primitive Baptist Church (ON 644'. 
The census of 1850 lists t.,velve churches in the county, 
five Bapt.ist, five ]';:ethodist, and t.wo free or union . 
churches. The 1860 census lists seven Baptist churches j 

five l';:et.hodist churches, and one Episcopal church. 

The religious make-up of the population formulated ie, 
the early nineteenth century characterizes Onslow County 
today, with the addition of a few lat.er sects such as the 
Disciples of Christ and the Pentecostals. During the ante­
bellum period, blacks normally worshipped with whites in ~h", 

same chur'ch buildings, although segregated according to 
seat.ing. After the Civil War, a numbel' of black congrega­
tions for'med, the Afrjc:an Methodist Episcopal sect predom:­
nating. 

EDUCATION, 

Formal education in OnsloN County 'Ila:3 at first avail­
able only to the children of wealthy landol'/Ilel's. The mos, 
common arrangement appears to have been the resident tutor 
teachin-s the children either in the landov,rner's homf.?' or i~-_ a 
separate schoolhous{~ on the estate. Neighboring landowners 
probably availed themselves of the opportunity to educate 
their children at another's estate, and it may be that 
landowners pooled their resources to hire a teacher for 
their dist.rict. A private schoolhouse on the Avirett­
Stephens farm (ON :356) BE.""!ar Richlands was in use in the 13.tE:­
nineteenth century, and 1 remodelled as a tenant house, stoo~ 

on the farlD well illto the twentieth century (Lottie Kesler, 
personal communi~·ation). 
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ACADEMIES: 

In 
Act f·or 
01'1510 .... ', 
located 

1783 North Carol ina's Genel'al Assembly passed" An 
establishing two public schools in the county of 
and for other purposes", The schools were to be 
at Swansboro and "at or near the Rich Lands of NeH 

River ll (Clar-k, v, 24~ 534--5). It 1.8 not clear fr-om the 
records whether these schools actually opened, but shortly 
thereafter an OnsloN Academy opened at an unspecified 
location in the county, and in 1810 a Swansboro Academy was 
chartered (Brown: 146). 

The most successful academy established in the ante­
bellum period was Richlands Academy. Richlands Academy 'das 
the brain-child of the Richlands Methodist congregation and 
promi nent area lando\'{ner Br-yant Shine Koonce J and :. t served 
as a preparatory school to Randolph-Macon College. The 
first headmaster Ylas Leona.rd G. WOOd\1ard H1'1o later 'dent on 
to become the first superintendent of the county schools in 
1881 (Brown: 147--9). 

PUBLIC EDUCATION: 

With the introduction of public education in :881, the 
number- of children attending school and the numbe:c of school 
but Idi ngs 1 ncrea:3ed. In 1885, the number of whi te chi Idren 
attending school was 1,197, or roughly half of the county's 
population of white children of school age. A totsl of 
forty--seven schoolhouses operated in the county, ten of 
which were for black children. Academies in Richlands and 
Swansboro offered secondary education in lieu of high 
sc:hools (BroHn: 151~2). 

RICHLANDS HIGH SCHOOL: 

Richlands took the lead in offering secondary public 
education to its childr-en. In 1904. the to'lIT! levie':=: an 
education tax, and in 190'1 a high school VIas built (Cross, 
Onslow County: 21). The establishment of the high school 
had a galvanizing effect on Richland:3. A number of farmers 
in the surrounding countryside relocated to town sc that 
their cl1ildren could attend the school. The coming of a 
railroad branch line to the town and increasinR a~ricultural 
produ(:::-tlon in the al~ea combined Nl-th the eE.:tablish.IT£:'nt of 
the high sc-hool to create a small boom in the comm1...lnity, 
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High schools appeared in Swansboro and Jacksonville 
slightly later in the early twentieth century. In the 1920s 
the Unitarian Emmerton School (ON 761) was established in 
Swansboro! but local opposition to the liberalism of the 
Unitarians is said to have forced the school to close in 
1931 (Lit-tIeton), The first and only institution of higher 
learning to be established in Onslow County was Coastal 
Carolina Community COllege, a vocational school which opened 
in the late 19408 in a former prison building on the western 
outskirts of Jack~onville (ON 672). 
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E. 5. 11] L IT ARY ! NSTAL T.AT I O~S I N ONSLOW COUHTY, 12.60-
PRE::oEHT 

(The following discussion provides a preliminary context 
for architectural resources that were generally excluded 
frDm the architectural survey. Hany of these resources are 
associated \'/ith Camp Lejeune and \'1111 not satisfy the flfty-
.'.Jear aae eliqibilitv criterion until the mid-1990s.) . I '...J ,_, "," 

In 1749 North Carolina's colonial government put up 
monies for the construction of a fort at the Bear Creek 
Inlet 811d of Bear Island on the Onslow County Coast. The 
fOI~t would have served to protect the area from the depreda­
tions of Spani:::;b privateers (Fuller: :]). Presumably: all 
architectural evidence of this fort has been Dblite~a'ted by 
the seal if ill fact the fort VIaE; built. ' 

In Lhe latter part of 1861 Confederate 811thorities CQn­
sty·ucted a fort at the southern tip of Huggins (Russell) 
Island, guarding the access channel to Sw~~sboro from Bogue 
llllet. The Huggins Island Fort" cOllsir:;.ted of an earth\-lor-k~" 
underground 1l1..."'tg-azine l and barracks. The fort '.'las garrisoned 
only brtefJy during: the early part of lBf':i2 and its \'looden 
str~ctures ~ere de~troyed inVAugust 1862 by Union troops. 
AI'though ObSC1Jred by vegetation, the fort's ea!-thworks are 
j.n good condition, 

The largest military installation to be Established in 
Onslo\·/ C:ounty \'las Camp Lejeune l wh)·:'·r'Jj in conjunction Hith the For't 
Bragg Army B~se at Fayetteville, was intended for the 
defence of the entire southeastern section of the nation. 
The camp occupies 85,000 square acres (land dl'ea) in the 
SUllth centl-al section of the county (roughly one fifth to 
one sixth of the countyls total land area). Dividing the 
base is the estuary of the New River, which with its numel'-
DUS tributaries renders the location ideal for amphibious 
landJng traininv (BroVln: 12.4,), U ,_, 

1he area acquired by the base in 1941 and 1942 was also 
U[le uf tlle eaJ-li~st settjed sections of tlle cG~nty, Govern­
ment policy forbade the removal of standing st!-uctures ff'om 
its C~:llOp Lejeune a<_'quisitions. Existing buildi!18::::' t,.,r • .?re 
demolished and a wealth of the county's earli~st architec-­
tUl"e \'IBS l(:.,~t at thj,s time. Fortunai.::ely, [,he government 
photograplH::(l mCJst of the~;(.=! stcuc-tlJre:::;: pl-icn tc thl?:jr demoli--
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tion. These photographs are on file at the base Public 
Works Office and provide an invaluable documentation of 
structures that might not otherwise have survived in any 
form to the present. In addition to photo-documentary 
resources, relatively light development in most areas of the 
base has probably helped to preserve numerous prehistoric 
and colonial archaeological sites. Many of these sites were 
located and documented by archaeologist Thomas C. Loftfield 
and historian Tucker R. Littleton in 1981 (see bibliogra­
phy) . 

The majority of construction associated with the base 
i'ocused on the main headquarters complex on the west bank of 
the New River: an extensive grid-iron complex of barracks 
and other housing, shops, storage, and service facilities 
built in the early 1940s. These structures are utilitarian 
in appeal~ance and are constructed of \'lood, brick, and 
concrete. Other development nodes scattel-ed through the 
base include the Air Station, located sDuthhfest of Jackson­
ville, and landscaped residential areas such as Tarawa 
Terrace and JUd"lay Park. Another complex at Hospital Point 
is operated by the United States Navy. In 1987, a preserva­
tion plan for the camp was prepal-ed by consultants Lucy B. 
Wayne and Martin F. Dickinson. They concluded that "Camp 
Lejeune constitutes a district of potential significance to 
modern military and national history" (Wayne: 5.19). 

Camp Lejeune cl-eated a population boom in OnsloVi 
County. In 1940 the population of the county stood at 
17,939. In 1960 the county's population numbered 8:3,494. 
In 1987 the population of the county was estimated at 
125,000, Vlith 52,000 residing Vlithin the city limits of 
Jacksonville <Linda Ross, former Assistant County Planner, 
personal communication). Jacksonville became the principal 
focus of residential and COlUlnercial development associated 
with the base. Low-rise commercial development spread along 
Hew Bridge Street (,"hich connects the downtovill to the base) 
during the 19405 and 19505. Today nearly continuous strip 
development extends for over ten miles along the major 
thoroughfares bounding the northern half of the base re-
E:er ve. Scattered commercia land :3ubul--ban deve lopment 
extends fr01D Jacksonville to the -town limits of Richlands! 
thiy"teell mj.les to the north. Several significant structures 
associated with Camp Lejeune and resultant residential and 
c:ommer-cial development include the U.S.O. BUilding (ON 538») 
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the !wo Jima Theater (ON 508.>, and the Ash Pool Room (ON 
474), all dating to the 1940s. 

Onslow County hosted another, lesser-knOl'/D military 
installation during the World War II years. Camp Davis was 
established at Holly Ridge in the southeastern section of 
the county as an anti-aircraft training base during the 
Spring of 1941 (Powell: 201). By the end of the war, 
approximately one-hundred frame structures, many several 
stories in height, had been built on the three-mile by one­
half-mile base gr·id-iron. After the war the base was 
discontinued and its structures dismantled and sold (much of 
the material was used in the constl'uction of beach houses on 
nearby Topsail Island - Daryl Ottal'l3Y, personal communica­
tion). COlllloercial bUildings and several boarding houses at 
IIolly Ridge are among the few architectural resources 
associated \'lith Camp Davi.s -to s'Jrvive (ON 85.3, Olr 859, ON 
861, and ON 867). 

From 1941 to 1948, Camp Davis and Topsail Island we1'e 
the site of a missile testing F~-ogra]n conducted by the 
United States N·avy. During- the latel- years of this program 
the Navy COllstructed seven three-story reinforced concrete 
observation towers along the beach on Topsail Island (ON 
867) whicb were used to monitor rocket tests (all three of 
the towers built on the Onslow Sounty end of the island 
survive). The missile program moved to "Ue\'l Mexico in 1948 
<Powell: 201). These towers are visually impressive local 
landmarks potentially of nation",l Nat.ional Register signifi­
cance for their association wit~ the early developlnent of 
the nation's missile and space ?rograms. 



F. Associated Property Types 

I. Name of Property Type _________________________ _ 

II. Description 

III. Significance 

IV. Reglslration Requirements 

lliJ See continuation sheet 

o See continuation sheet for addilional property types 
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OUTLINE OF PROPERTY TYPES 

1. Vernacular DI',ellings 

2. Stylish DHelling-s 

3, Domestic and Agricultural Outbuildings 

4. Religious and Educational Buildings 

5. COllnner-cial BUildings 
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F. 1. VERNACULAR DWELLINGS 

DEFINITIOlI OF PROPERTY TYPE: 

Vernacular dwellings constitute the majority of Onslow 
Countyls historic architectural re8QUrces: approxiII1":3.tely 
400 of the 533 rural houses surveyed. These dwellings have 
been defined as a separate property type due to their number 
and their general lack of stylistic characteristics. They 
exh i bit similar it ies in building techniques and plan forms 
from early settlement into the twentieth century. The lack 
of stylistic characteristics and the persistence of form and 
b'Ji Iding techn iques render these structures di ff ieul t to 
date. Statements made in the Vernacular Dwellings Desc~l~ip­
tic:.m sectj.on con(:e!'ning form and building technique may be 
assumed to apply to dwellings constructed from the eigh­
t,t:2nt~'t ':..e:(;,t!.p'y inJ~.o thl::; t3ar-ly -cYi2ntieth cen.JLury, ;ln1es:=;. 
other\'list::! noted. 

DESCll I PrJ ON: 

Onslow County's ver-nacular builders ma.de extensiVE use 
of longleaf pine heartl<ood in traditional construction. 
They specifically pref l?rT2d the heartvlOod of trees killed by 
turpentine gathering, the resin~riGh substance locally known 
as "fat lightHood ll

, The nineteenth century agriculturalist 
Edmund Ruffin declared that the heCl.rt\'IOOd i"r'om tre.es tapped 
for their turpentine 1'/aS less durable than that of untapped 
trees (Ruffin: 255). However, since the county's inhabit­
ants no doubt needed the :i ncmne produced by their- 1 i vi ng 
trees, it J~y be that they preferred to wait until their 
longleaf pines \·tere dead before using them as lumber. 
Crystallized resin prevented the penetration of I'cater into 
fat 1 ightvlDod and served as a natural chemical defense 
against termites and other insects. 

FDUHDP.TIOH SlJPPORTS: 

A:~ posi: supports and in the form of \-.'ood blc>.:-ks :r~s:::in8 

direct.ly on the ground) fat Ijght~"'D(Jd 1rlEtde durab~e founc.a­
tions for Onslo\'1 Coun-ty structures) both frame o.r.d log. The 
butt uf the hear-lv/Dod made the best pastE. and blo::::·k:=., :;:.ince 
!t WilS th~ thickest section of the trunk and had the hlQhest 
r(!::)in conteJlt. Po~:.:,t supports extended eight or r:ore :f2~t 
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under8Tound, and in sandy soi 1 they lP..ay have provided a 
measure of stability that h'ould have been lacking \,lith a 
slia 11 a 11e 1" f oundat ion, The top of the post norllBlly extended 
one to two feet out of the ground and often received a crude 
decorative tr'eatment, 

Wood block.s could be qUite massive, They ,;ere often 
given a quaddlatel'al prismatic form, "ith the gl'ain l'unning 
parallel to the. ground, as observed at the Futrell Family 
House <ON 334), Nassive sleepers \'lith this quadrilateral 
prismat ic form \'Iere employed for the foundat ion of the 
)lorton Mill in the Hal;s Run vicinity (demolished), One of 
these sleepers survives at the Thomas Jefferson l~orton House 
(OJ/ 623) and may be portrayed in situ in a photograph from 
the Thomas Mclyntyre collection. Sometimes unmodified 
beartwood trunk seg!I<2nts Her-e used, with the grain perpen­
dicular to the g-r-ound. Greater subsidence ma,y have occur-red 
wit.h \'load blocks! but the Droblel11 \'lUS easily corrected bv 
t:he insertion of \·mod slab~ betHeen block arld sill, thereby 
leveling the super::::.tructure above, Earth--fast posts l.'lere 
used at the beginning of settlement in Tide\iater Virginia, 
and ';lOoden block foundations 'der'e common as early as the 
late. seventeenth century (Noel Humej Carson et al: 1::,3)_ 
Brick \'las used fDr foundation piers (and, less often, 
continuous foundations) throughout the county's history_ 

BU! LD J llG TECHll J QUES: J.fASONRY: 

A number of factors ac:count for the r-elative scarcity 
of stone and brick in Onslow Count V vernac:ular c:onstrl.lction. 
H1Qh-quali ty bui Idinf'. stonc; vias not indig'enou2. to the county 
Ol-'-'to adjoiiling counties. Several outcr~ppings of 10''';'- '­
quality limest.one Qccur along the upper New River and its 
tributaries, Bouldel~s from these outcroppings Here occa­
siollally used a5 footers for houses and outbtiildings as at 
the Heritage House (ON 384) and the Jerome Frazelle House 
(on 437), 

(~uality br~'='k \olO..S occasionally made in the county on a 
C'u~;tQm basis f sp,.?ctflcal1y for t[H~ fOlwdation piers 8.;~d 

chiJnl,eys of high-:::-~tatus residences. Virtually all surviving 
ht.;[h-statu:::, lesi,.:lE:::T!c-es from all periods Here built \·;ith 
br'I":'k fourlddt1()lEo, and chimneys. Brick ma.v also have beer. 
imported tu the ':':'ounty 83 salable ballast- in fuer-c·hant 
ves'O::e1 'C:.. S'.artlng In''- th,.:! 1,S90s, bric:k was brought into the 
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area by rail. G. E. Brooks manufactured brick in Richlands 
in 1907 <1907 Not-th Carolina Year Book). 

For less substantial dwellings, there are numerous 
instances of poor-quality custom-made brick. The clay at a 
given construction site was probably not always suitable for' 
bdck making. Also, the poorer the homebuilder, the less 
likely he was able to afford imported or local well-made 
brick. The majority of Onslow County's pre- lIorld liar II 
l'ural housing ~I3S built without the use of brick, except in 
the construction of chimneys and flues. During the course 
of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, only one brick 
dwelling is reported to have been built in the county (a 
Koonce family house in the Huffmantown vicinity). Less than 
half a dozen brick residences were built before the l'llQ­

blentietb century (however, brick was fairly common in 
c:oI!llne!'cial consti-uctioTl after 1900). 

KUD-AlID-STlCK CH; KNEYS, 

A particularly fascinating and significant aspect of 
Onslow County vernacular architecture which survived well 
into the tiventieth century was the construction of mud-and­
stick chimneys. The cost' and relative unavailability of 
br-ick fo:r"ced the county's poorer· inhab1 tants to r-ely on the 
vener"able I f laIfilT.B ble J and 801 uble IDud-and-stic:k chimney! 
locally known as the "clay chimney". ' 

Photo-documentary and architectural evidence and 
descriptions provided-by the builders and maintainers of 
fllud-and-stick chimneys point to a consistency of hasic for-1fj 
and construction with a val-iety of secondary features 
(McIntyre CollectioTlj Hathai'/ay Pr-ice CollectioYlj Marenda 
Padgett, Frank S>linson, personal communication). All Onslow 
County mud-and-stick chimneys observed in historic photo­
graphs were constructed of sticks split from boards to the 
thi(;kness of tobai":'CO st.icks, and laid so as to form a 
rectangular crib. Sticks of decreasing length were laid to 
form the shoulders and stack. The construction was daubed 
with mud inside alld out and hardened with use. One infor­
mant notes that salt was mixed into the clay because it >las 
be 1 ieved to strep.gthen it <Frank Swi nson, personal communi­
cation) . 
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Kud-and-stick chimneys \'Iere suscept i ble to two aQ'ents 
of destruct.ion: the elem~nts and fire. To counteract the 
cOl~r·osive action of rain) the gable eaves of the house were 
extended to shelter the chimney. Gable eave extensions and 
the corresponding extension of the plate ends are the most 
commonly encountered archi tectUl'al modifications indicating 
the forme!-· presence of a mud--and-stick chimney. Gable eave 
and/or plate extensions were observed on t\'lelve houses in 
the county. In some instances the structure supporting 
gable eave extensions \'las quite elaborate. The eaz-Iy 
nineteenth century Hardy Horn House (ON 385) bears double-' 
bracketed plate e~{tensions and formerly had a second set of 
single-bracketed eave supports higher on the gable. Bridg­
ing between the plate e:<tensions and eave supports of the 
Hardy Horn House Vlere exposed cross beams that \'Iould have 
passed outside the face of the chimney stack. These cross 
beams survive on other houses such as the Steve Batchelor 
House (ON 319) and the George King House (ON 619). Their 
function may have been to reinfor-ce the eave extensions 
against storms and high Hinds. Similar- cross beams also 
appear- on the gable overhangs of outbuildings in the region, 
\'There the_y probably served a reinforcing function. 

Local bui Iders eIllnloyed several other methods for 
protecting mud-and-sti~k chimneys from the \'leather. Corner 
posts were sometimes erected outside the chimney. These 
posts may have served SOE..£: structural purpose, but they also 
provided the annature for boards that shielded the firebox 
-r-rolfl falling and splashing- water. Sometimes a slna.ll pent 
roof \'las bui 1 t over the shoulders. 

The 1783 act establ i:~·h i ng Swansboro proht bi ted the 
construction of /lV/ooden" chimneys in the town, and directed 
that any such chimneys a!r-eady built in the town be removed. 
These stipulations (common :'n tm'ln acts of the period) were 
intended "to prevent danger by fire ll (Clark, v,24: 5:35), 
Despite inherent hazards, the llBnner in Hhich local builders 
built mud-and-stic.k chimne.ys su·;rqest that firE! VIaE.· not of 
overriding concern. EIse"here i~ the southeastern United 
States, mud-and-stick chimneys were sometimes built \'lith 
their stacks leaning away from the house, supported by a 
prop O!cDaniel: 52-53). If the chimney caught fire, the 
prop Vias removed and the chimney quickly fell aHay from the 
house. In Onsiovi County the stack \'las built flush or nearly 
flush with the gable and projected through the roof at the 
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ridge. The cross beam passing on the outside of the stack 
t'lOuld have hindered the quick dismantl ing- of the chimney, 

Tl1e hazar-cis and maintenance requirements of mud-and-­
stick c.himneys luade them a nuisance, and ho:meo\'mers peplaced 
them as soon as they Here able. The replacement of mud-and­
stick chimneys ,lith bt-ick chimneys or flues could happen in 
a Nholesale fashion in a particular area. When Arthur Cox 
opened a brickNork in the HuffmantoNn vicinity in the 19105, 
a number of local homeoHners took advantage of the opportu­
nity to rebuild their chimneys in brick (Woodrml Wilson Cox, 
personal communication). In the 1920s, inhabitants of the 
Padgett vicinity took their ,;agons to Burgal" (in Pender 
County) to scavenge bricks from a demolished building. 
These scavenged bricks vlere used to replace mud-and-stick 
Chimneys ()[arenda Padgett, personal communication). Mud-
&nd-stick chJ.1fll"leys vlere last built in the county In the 
1920E:;) and none were found dUl~ing the course of the sUl~vey) 
al though some were repol~ted to have. surv i VGd Hut i 1 rscent 
years. Architectural evidence for fonner mud-and-stick 
chimneys Has discovered on thicteen houses. An additional 
six houses i'lere r2Dor-ted to have had mud-and-stick chimneys 
originally I but th~ a.rchi teet ural evidence \'1a5 obscured. ' 

Clay had a variety of uses in Ons101'1 County vernacular 
architect.ure in addition to r.::.:h1mney construr.::.:t1on. Kitchens 
were sometimes buil t with hard-packed clay floors which 
could exceed a foot in thickness. Packed clay surfaces have 
been observed under ante-bellum and late nineteenth century 
structures such as the Pelletier House (oil 527) and the 
L loyd Humphrey House (oil 124). These floor-l ike surfaces 
may have deterred vegetation and insects and facilitated the 
removal of debris. In these respects they may be considered 
extensions of the formet-ly prevalent dirt yards of the 
region. Clay was also used to form tobacco barn fireboxes 
(ag'8.in, as a substitute for br'ick) (Frank SHinson, personai 
communication) . 

TABBY CONSTRUCTION: 

One form of alternative chimney has survived to the 
pn·~seflt.. The antebellum he\'ln-log Everett House (ON 821) 
near Holly Ridge has a large chimney Hith a firebox of liill'? 
and oyster shell cement (tabby) and shoulders and stack oi 
b:cick, The firebox was apparently poured in successive 
layers :in a form, and the oyster shells vlere probably added 
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as an aggregate, since they are concentrated at the divi~ 
sions betvleen layers. Other tabby chimneys were builtin 
the area, lihich lies Iii thi n two miles of sa It water (Fred 
Hardison, personal communication). Three other uses of lime 
in building have been documented for Onslow County. The 
Ennett~Hill House <ON 833) near Sneads Ferry, dating to the 
1860s, originally had a small tabby outbuilding. The 
basement floor of the Peter Ringware House <ON 813) in 
S\'lansboro was poured in lime in the early nineteenth century 
(South: 9). The Spicer Family Cemetery <ON 868) near Holly 
Ridge is bounded by a low tabby wa 11 wi th cement outer 
sm-face scored in imitation of masonry. This wall probably 
dates to the second half of the nineteenth century. 

LOG CONSTRUCTION: 

The superstructures of Onsiovi County dwell ings and 
outbuildings were generally made of lighhlood. Light\'lood 
log construction. appears to have been cO)mnon for vernacular 
dwellings up until the late nineteenth century, and was 
occasionally U8f!d f[J}- lov[-status d\'lellings up u"!1til the 
1~Y30s (Camp Leje1Jne file), 

Ten houses surveyed \'Jere of lO:I or· plank construction. 
An additional sixteen" log houses no·Jlonger in existence were 
mentioned in oral interviews. Others appear in photo­
documentary sources (Camp Lejeune file; Hclntyre Collection; 
The Heritage of Onslml County). The Ol-igins of log con~ 
struc'cion in OnslOl-l County are highly problematic. There is 
little similarity between regional log construction tech­
nlques and those of the Upland South. For instance, in 
Onslo\'l County round log construction viaS used, \'lhereas in 
the Upland South logs Here usually be\'m on the tHO vertical 
faces. Also, saddle-notching '(las the most comrnon method of 
corner notching, followed (in order of lessening occurrence) 
by squa"r'e notching, diamond notching, and semilunate notch­
ing. In the Upland South, v-notching and balf~ and full­
dovetij i 1 notchin'z \'lere more commonly used \·,1 th saddle­
notching being r~stricted almost entirely to outbuildings. 
Only one instance cf crude v-notching has been documented 
for' OnE;low C:ounty. 

On81cH~! County log houses \,'ere g-ener-ally left unsheathed 
011 the ext£>rior. The spaces between log:::; were chinked with 
clay alone or clay mi:.{ed \'lith brick fr-agments or- a binder 
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such as Spanish moss (William M. Bell, personal communica­
tion). Neal' coastal and estuarine oyster gardens, lime 
cement was sometimes used as chinking. "Stripping", the 
placing of battens over the spaces between logs, was another 
method of sealing- log st.:ructures J especially smokehouses. 
Occasionally the exposed log ends at the corners of houses 
and outbuildings were sheathed by upright boards, as in the 
four-crib log barn on the Justice Family Farm (Oll 618). 
When the entire exterior of a log house" was sheathed, 
weatherboard siding may have been the most common method, 
although only one extant log house is reported to have been 
11eatherboarded - the 1840s Braddock Hanslev House (ON 842). 
In the southliestern section of the county, a log house no 
longer in existence is reported to have had "ood shingle 
siding (Floyd Hewi tt, personal communication). Only one 
l'IOod-shing-le-sided log stl'ucture - a saddle-notched chicken 
house probably dating to the beg-inning of the twentieth 
century - is knovlfl to exist in the county .at the present 
time (ON 815). The earliest log structure documented for 
the county was the county jail at Wantland Ferry (Jackson­
ville), completed in 1791 (Kammerer). The :irst Methodist 
church building at Richlands, also dating t:> 1'191, may have 
been log (Heritage of Onslo" _(;ount1.: 46). 

PLANK COHSTRUCT JON: 

Another class of log structures "ere plank houses, 
three of which Here identified by the survey: the Ever-ett 
House (ON 821), the Braddock Hansley House (ON 842), and the 
Morton Family House (ON 565). Plank houses are constructed 
of tightly-fitted logs hewn do"n to a five- or six-inch 
thickness and joined at the corners by finely crafted 
notching. 1\'10 of OnsloH County's surviving plank houses are 
ante-bellum - the Ever-ett and Hansley bouE.-€:s - \'lhereas the 
Morton House is said to have been bui i t in the decades after 
the C1 vil War. The Hansley and Morton hous.es have full­
dovetail corner notching, and the Everett H':luse probably has 
such notching as well. These houses are si",ilar in con­
struction to eighteenth century plank houses that survive in 
the northeastern sE!c:tion of North C:ar·olina (Dr-ueilla York, 
personal communication), The Hansley and X:.:)rton houses have 
later frame rear shed rooms and engaged fro,;t porches that 
give them the coastal plain cottage form, a~d all three 
houses have simple one- m' tv/O-room plans" Although the 
socia-economic context of the Everett House remains conj ec-
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tural, the Hansley House was the seat of a cattleman and the 
Morton House was occupied by a farmer who probably also 
gathered turpentine. James Battle Avirett described what 
may have been plank slave houses on his father's Richlands 
plantation (ON 356): "Some [logs werel closely joined 
together and made perfectly tight with mortar, with hog or 
cow hair worked in it to make it stick in the crevices" 
(Avirett: 46). 

FRAME CONSTRUCTION: 

The majority of Onslow County's surviving ante-bellum 
building stock is of frame construction with mortise-and-
tenon joints pegged together. In the mid-nineteenth 
century, nails and iron spikes began to supplant pegs as 
fasteners as seen in the Ul'iah Canady House (ON 831), 
althougb mortise-and-tenon .j oints continued in use unti 1 tbe 
ea~cly twentieth century for the joining of lar-ge members 
such as sills. 

In general, houses with hewn structural members may be 
assumed to pre-date houses using milled lumber. In tbe 
absence of stylistic clues and oral or documentary evidence 
(as is often the case with Onslow County vernacular archi­
tecture), this relative chronology can be relied on. 
However, there are a number of qual ifying circumstances. 
The socio-economic status of the bomebuilders was one such 
circumstance. When turpentine mogul John Avirett built an 
imposing ltalianate house at Catherine Lake in the 1350s (ON 
35'1), he used milled lumbel' throughout, \'Ibel'eas nearly a 
hundred years later a small farmer in the isolated Angola 
vicinity hewed the sills fal' an addition to his house (the 
Major L: Rochelle House - ON 601). In the more densely 
settled and prosperous agricultural sections of the county, 
those areas around Richlands, Jacksonville, and Swansboro 
\'Ihere large mills had located by the late nineteenth centu­
r-y, milled lumber had almost completely replaced hewn lumber 
by 1900, even for the houses of the less affluent. In tbe 
poorer and more isolated ",estern periphery of tbe county, 
the hevFing of stl~uctural members and other traditional 
building techniques persisted into the early t\'lentieth 
century. 

Frame houses were usually sided wi th Heatherboards. 
Short clapboards appear on one early nineteentb century 
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house - the first house on the Hardy Horn Farm (ON 385). 
PresuTaably such c:lapboards \'lere more common at an earlier 
date. Beaded weatherboard siding was restricted to mid­
nineteenth century and earlier' houses, although one anachro­
nistic instance of its use on the Simpson Family House (ON 
349) datces to the 18808. Boal'd-and-batten siding V!aS used 
extensi ve ly, from at least the mid-ninetecenth century, ,·,hen 
examples of it survive, up into the twentieth century. Fat 
1 ightwood "!as the material of choice for the siding of 
Onslow County houses. Because it V!aS saturated .with resin, 
fat lightwood siding did not take paint well, and it was 
often left unpainted. 

Longleaf pine heal'twood was also used as roofing. A 
board roof held in place by weight poles sheltered the first 
John A. Ervin House (ON 86), which was probably built during 
the mid-nineteenth century. More common were wood shingle 
roofs. Occasionally made from cypress or juniper instead of 
pine, wood shingle roofing covered almost all Onslow County 
houses built in the nineteenth century, and many rural 
houses built up until the 1930s. 

IlHER lOR F Illl SHES: 

Vernaculal' interiors ,"ere generally plain. For reasons 
of economy, many small log and frame houses were built 
,d thout intedor finishes, leaving the structure exposed. 
As homeo\'mers acquired more money, or as houses passed to 
sUbsequent owners, the inter'iors were often upgr·aded. 

The earliest surviving interiors Here plastered, as in 
the late-eighteenth century Peter Ringware House (ON 813), 
or sheathed in flushboards, as in the early nineteenth 
centUl-Y Benjamin C. Smith House (ON 304). Ceilings were 
often left exposed, sometimes with beading on the joists and 
inside edge of the plate, as in the Taylor Tenant House (ON 
174). Above exposed ceiling joists vlere the floor boards of 
the attic or upper story. In at least one instance, the 
1870s log Blake-Swinson House (ON 322), the convex trilmnings 
of milled logs known as IIsa\'Illlill slabs" \'/ere used as a 
removable ceiling above exposed joists. Several mid-nine­
teenth century houses exhibit interior sheathing that is 
more commonly encountered on the exterior. The 1845 Peanut 
Post Office (ON 862) near Holly Ridge is a good example. An 
early side addition to the structure (which has a coastal 
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plain cottage form and served originally as a house) has a 
board-and-batten ceiling painted robin's egg blue. The 
recesses between battens do not run the whole length of the 
ceiling but are interrupted by cross battens, rendering a 
coffered effect. The shed rooms to the rear of both the 
original structure and the addition have board-and-batten 
walls and ceilings, some painted blue, some left unpainted 
and unstained. One shed rOOID has clapboarding on the inside 
surface of an end wall. Interior clapboarding V/aS observed 
in two log houses, most significantly in the nov/-demolished 
ante-bellum William Basden House <ON 56). 

In the late nineteenth and early hlentieth centuries, 
tongue--and-groove ceiling was produced locally and in large 
quantity at mills in Jacksonville and Swansbm'o. The latent 
decorat i ve properties of "beadEd ceil ing" \;ere exploited to 
the full in a numbel' of houses. The ceilings of the El ij ah 
Parkin House (ON 786) in Swansboro, built circa 1893, have 
lozenge and star designs DutliI!ed by molding strips and set 
off by radiating tongue-and-groove boards. The contemporary 
Fennison House (On 687) nea~ S'n'ansbar-o j the George Robert 
Venters House <ON 465) and the 1896 Wayne Brinson Venters 
House (Oli 2) J both near Richlands, also have decorative 
tongue-and-groove ceil ings. Many houses of the period have 
decorative \'fall treatlnents \-litt diaq-onal or- vertical tonx"ue­
and-groove Vlalnscots, diagonal, hor-izontal or vertical '­
tongue-and-groDve walls above the wainscot, and occasionally 
a frieze Hith another contrasting tongue-and-groove pattern. 
Interior tongue-and-groove Has generally painted a pale 
color (white or pastel pink or green) but often it was 
stained a dar"k natural wood shade. 

Mantels are the one feature of vernacular interiors 
that characteristically received a stylistic treatment. The 
unembellished shelf mantel was probably the earliest form of 
mantel (a good ante-bellum eX3.:1Iple is found in the back 
kitchen of the Scott Family Hoese -- ON 675). Sometimes 
supported by brackets at eithe, end, the shelf mantel 
persisted into the mid-tHentie:h century. Pilastered 
mantels, with plain or decorat::. ve milled friezes, were 
employed from the mid-nineteen,h century onward. The 
decorative vet'sions >!ere assembled at mills, but despite 
their manufactured origins they display considerable variety 
and fancy. Econorl1!cal ver-sion~- of pilastered mantels were 
executed for late nineteenth dLd early t\,lentieth century 
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lO\'I-status d\'lellings, consisting merely of beaded tongue­
and-groove strips and a shelf, 

The t'tlO basic divisions of stairs - enclosed and open 
- appear in the earliest houses in the county. The Jonathan 
Green House <ON 812), which may date to the late eighteenth 
century, has an enclosed stair with winders rising from the 
rear shed rooms of the house. The nearby Peter Ringware 
House <ON 813), .I1hich also dates to the late eighteenth 
century, has an original open stair with turned balusters 
and newel posts. The earlier open stairs were generally 
provided with simple balusters and simple or turned newel 
posts; later open stairs nearly always had turned balus­
ters, whic:h Ner-e produced at the SNansboro Land and Lumber 
Compan)r Mill and probably at other local mills. Some 
houses, such as the Fennison House <ON 687) mentioned above, 
employed decoratively sa\·m slats in their banisters. En­
closed stairs \'Iere still being built in the early t>lentieth 
century. 

FLOOR PLA liS: 

Xany house plans that appear elsewhere in the south­
eastern United States are represented in the ante-bellum 
houses of Onslow County. The one-room plan is the simplest, 
and presuIIBbly it was employed for most of the county's 
eady dwellings, although few examples have survived to the 
present. Xost surviving early Onslow County bouses exhibit 
a two-room or hall-parlor plan. Practically without excep­
tion, the two-room plan was used in the houses of sIIBll 
farmers, and also occasionally in the houses of more promi­
nent planters. A larger and smaller room (the hall and the 
parlor) usually comprised the two rooms of the plan, al­
though in some instances the two rooms were of equal size 
and the arrangement was expressed in a four-bay facade, as 
is tbe case in the Daniel L, Grant House (ON 838) and the 
Thompson-Smi th House <ON 178). A third, more refined plan 
type was the center-hall plan. The finest ante-bellum 
houses, such as the Palo Alto Plantation <ON 1) and the two 
Avirett houses <ON 356 and ON 357) exhibit this plan. In 
addition to these thr"ee principal plan types, there are (or 
were) examples of more exotic plans such as a three-room 
center-hall plan and the dog trot. 
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COASTAL PLAIN COTTAGE: 

Although not a plan per se, the coastal plain cottage 
house form cannot be excluded from a discussion of domestic 
architectural morphology in Onslo>l County. The coastal 
plain cottage form was the cOl1llllon denominator of local 
domestic architecture. The evidence suggests that it >las 
the house form preferred by middle and upper income groups 
during the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries. 
It served as the· housing form for most rural landholders 
until the early hlentieth century. 

The defining feature of the coastal plain cottage form 
is a single gable r·oof vlhich engages a one- or one-and-a­
half story principal house block, a porch across the front, 
and shed rooms across the rear. In the local parlance the 
form is referred to as Ila house \·,1 th a shed." The form has 
a distinctive, spr·eading, vaguely bungalo>l appearance. The 
earliest coastal plain cottages l'lere raised high off the 
gr·ound on wood, brick or stone piel's, possibly as a measure 
against damp and vermin. The main house block usually had a 
hall-parlor or two-room plan, although center-hall plans 
also occurred, as in the early nineteenth century Hardy Horn 
House (ON 385). The rear shed rooms functioned as bedrooms 
or kitchens, although this last use appears to have been 
provisional, since coastal plain cottages normally acquired 
detached or semi -detached kitchens. Often the rear shed 
featured a small inset porch. The roof line of coastal 
plain cottages >las ot'dinadly broken, ie. the roof was 
double-sloped. 

The coastal plain cottage form probably existed at the 
beginning of settlement in OnslO\'I County. The 1741 act of 
establishment fot' the to\'/n of Johnston, Onslow's first 
county seat, calls for" each lot purchaser to build a llframed 
House, not of less Dimensions than TVlenty Four Feet in 
Length, and Sixteen Feet wide, besides Sheds or Leantos ... " 
The reference to "Sheds or Leantos" suggests that lot 
purchasers 11ere expected to build coastal plain cottage-like 
houses. Sloop Point, in adjoining Pender County, is a 
coastal plain cottage dating (in its final form) to the 
middle of the eighteenth century. In OnslO\'I County the 
oldest coastal plain cottage to survive is the Jonathan 
Green House (ON 812), l'lhieh may date to the 1770s. Other 
early (nO\'I demol ished) SNansbo;'o houses such as the Pi tts-
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Heady House and the Lambertson House also exhibited the 
coastal plain cottage form Clucke,' Littleton Collection). 

HI" coastal plain cottage was "Iell-suited to the sub­
tropical climate of the Carolina coast. The deep porch 
slL5.ded the front of the house and also provided shady 
outdoor livlng space. The form-is prevalent through much of 
the southeastern United States tidewatel'. Cultural influ­
ences may have played a role in the geographic distribution 
of the form. Considering the degree of interaction between 
the Carolina coast and the West Indies into the nineteenth 
centur-y J it may be that the form \'las developed in those 
tropical islands, settled many years before the southernmost 
lnainland colonies (Little-Stokes: 105). The ear-ly frame 
domestic architecture of the West Indies does not" survive, 
but the common oc~c:ur:r-ence of front porches and enc:ircl i TlQ" 

verandas in later West Indies houses suggests porches U 

developed there early on l and may have been expo!"'ted t.o the 
sGutheastern United States tidewater (Dunn). Coastal Caroli­
na also had trade and settlement connections with NeW 
England. The ,'ear shed of the coastal plain cottage is not 
unlike that of the New England IIsalt box!! house. The 
colonial whaling. Village of Siasconset on Nantu(::ket is 
thr'onged vlith small houses that are accretions of a main 
house block and multiple front and rear shed additions knO\'lJ1 
as !!ofi~shots!l but sometimes referred to as "porches!! 
(Forman: 95~96). The economic orientation and social make~ 
up of a community such as Siasconset \'las not far removed 
from conditions on the Korth Carolina coast. 

The coastal plain cottage, the houses of Siasconset, 
and the vanished frame houses of the tn'est Indies m&y repre~ 
sent local expl'essions of common Bri t ish progenitors. More 
evidence is provided by seventeenth~century Virginia, Nhere 
recent al'chaeological explorations brought to light 
earthfast f.r-am€: dHellings vlith shed or porch attach!L'2nts. 
One of these d\-;ellings, the so-called "Domestic Unit" at the 
vlolstenholme Toy;ne site on the James River, dating to circa 
1619, had an appendage '.-Ih1ch may have been a shed~roofed porch 
fronting un the settlemenVs principal street (Noel Ht11ile: 
240), However) sizable front porches are rare iL Virginia 
houses t.llat survive iroll! the eighteenth and early Elneteenth 
cerlturies, 
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Ther-e may also be non-climatic practical considerations 
to the pr"evalence of the coastal plain cottage form in 
Onslol'l County. The coastal plain cottage Vias an accretive 
form that allmled the bui IdeI' to erect the one- 01' one-and­
a-balf story main house block and later add a porch and rear 
shed rDoms to achieve the: final form. This \'laS the case: h'i th 
the early nineteenth century Benjamin C. Smith House (011 
304) which received its rear shed after initial construc­
tion. The one-and-a-half-story Bell Family House, Vlbich 
also dates to the early nineteenth century, apparently never 
recei ved an engaged front porch and rear shed. I n both its 
completed and incomplete f01'm, the coastal plain cottage had 
the appearance of a completed house. 

In OnsloVi County, up until the late nineteenth century, 
t.he eoastal plain cotta'.tE: fl11-2d the same niche that the I 
house filled in the rest of the nat.ion. It was the pre­
ferred type for the broad middle band of the socia-economic 
spectrum. In popula.rit.y it \"laS probably at its zenith in 
the eighteenth century and the first half of the nineteenth 
century. Of forty-foUl' sUl'viving OnsloVi County houses that 
pre~date the Civil "tlar\ fifteenJ m:· 34 percent, 2}~rdbit the 
coastal plain cottage form. t&en the more elaborate t"'l0~ 

story hOU:3es are eKcluded from the count, the raTio of 
survlvirHt one~ and one-and-a-half-story ante-bellulii houses 
~"li tll th(~'-'cDastal plain cottage fonn (~llrnbs to 53 percent. 
Of the 5:32 r·ural houses sur-veyed in the county, 90 (if],9 
percent) had the form. An additional nine (early hlentieth 
century> coastal plain cottages were observed but not 
sur-veyed. These, plus three examples in the towns of 
S\'/ansboro anti Richlands, r-aise the total to 102. 

K I TCHEU AND DIn I lIG R001~ PLACEMENT: 

Another Jrnport&nt characteristic of OnsloYl County 
houses is the re 1.3. t i on ot the ki tehen to the house. A·~ ','las 
typical in Eastern North Carolina, the kitchen \'las a sepa­
l-ate structure linked to the house by a porch or breezev13Y 
or entirely detached and at so:u;e remove, One reason for 
this \'litE· that it ke;::ll lJn\·lanted heat out of the house, Al-==-.ci j 

Lhe sepurate k1 tchel'l - ~";hE::rE: cooking fLees i'lere kept go 1;-:.;2-

dlmost contlnuou~lv - lessened Ihe likelihood of a confla: 
sration that <.:.:C>1J2.d :=.pr-t.:::ad to "':ht:: main hOUSE. C:onver:::::.ely, :i 
the house burned, the separate kitchen occasionally serve~ 
as temporary lodgifig~., ::::inc·e C)nslow Count V strljcture:~. ',-:--::-~--= 
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bui It of highly-flammable 1 ighhlOod lumber, precaution 
against fire .I3S especially important. 

The detached kitchen was probably the most cOlDJUon 
arrangement 1"01-- the earliest houses of the county. Few­
detached kitchens survive to the present. I nformat ion is 
too sketchy to state where these kitchens stood in relation 
to the house, although in at least three known nineteenth 
century examples (such as the Futrell Family House - ON 334) 
the kitchen stood in front of the house. 

Semi-detached kitchens ordinarily stood behind the 
house. This arrangement approximates the kitchen ell, the 
attached and usually integral rear kitchen wing COlDJUon to 
other' r-eg1ons of the south and most freouently encountered 
locally in the late nineteenth and early tl-Ientieth CentUl'Y 
l'esidei-.tial neighborhoods of Onslow Coul·,ty's three tmtns.' 
~[any Onslow County houses that formerly had semi-detached 
rear kitchens have had the breezeway space between house and 
kitchen filled, converting the rear detached or semi-de­
tached kitchen into an ell. 

3e)"01 -detached ki tchens \'/ere often bui 1 t to the side of 
Onslow County houses, and occasionally they were built to 
the front. In Onslo\'l County, fifty-six side kitchens vlere 
observed, Side ki tchens 801netilnes' appear as one-story \'lings 
to t\'IO-story side-hall plan houses, as is the case \'lith the 
early hlentieth century Gerock House (Olf 291), but the 
majority of houses IVith side kitchens are coastal plain 
cottages. The reasons for side kitchens are not readily 
apparent. I n some instances it is knolVll that the kitchen 
Vias built first to serve as a dwelling until the main house 
could be bui It. In fOl'm these semi -detached side ki tchens 
are like coastal plain cottages in miniature, \'lith engaged 
front porches and l'ear shed rooms. The side kitchen, 
because it sometimes served as a house for part of its 
existence, vlQuld be oriented as a house to a road or water­
course. vlhen the time came, the main house \'lOuld be built 
to one side of the kitchen in order to face in the same 
direction as the kitchen. 

Side-ki tchens ordinarily had a front porch that can" 
nected to the front porch of the main house via a breezeway, 
as observed in examples such as the circa 1866 Uriah Canady 
House (ON 831) and the 1885 Futrell Family House (ON 334). 
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In Onsl0l1 County houses, especially the coastal plain 
cottages, the front pot>ch was an important living space, and 
it makes sense that the kitchen should be entered from it, 
rather than from the little-used rear shed rooms. The 
possible role of the front porch in side-kitchen placement 
may explain the rare front kitchen arrangement, in t'lhieh the 
ki tclten extends fonlard from one of the front corners of the 
house, or from one of the corners of the front porch. In 
Onslow County, nine semi -detached front kitchens were 
observed. Several of these front kitchens were built in 
rural locations as late as the 1930s. One late example is 
to be found at the Aaron Davis House (ON ). The persist­
ence of semi-detached kitchens and side and front kitchen 
placement testifies to the strength of the local vernacular 
tradition, and of the idiosyncratic characteristics of that 
tradition. The unashamed functional i ty of the front of 
Onslml County houses contrasts vividly' with the formality of 
vernacular house fronts in other regtons of the United . 
States. 

DVlELLI NG OR lENT A II ON : 

Other- aspec:ts of Onslow Countylg domestic vernaculaY' 
archi tec:ture- have to do not with house fopm but wi ttt the 
O)'ientation of houses to their sUlToundings and the charac­
ter of those surroundings, The majority of "ural houses 
surveyed were located on we II-established roads when they 
Here built, and, for the most part, they faced those roads. 
Some houses Ner'e not located on :coads J and these houses 
tended to face soutln·lard. Of forty-four houses located off 
roads (other than their mm approach drives), seventeen, or 
39 percentJ faced \·lithin 45 degrees east or west of south. 
For all houses that pre-date the Civil War (forty-four in 
number), eleven are located off roads facing south. 

One possible functiona.l rationale for south-facing 
houses may have involTled the heating- and lighting- of interi­
or and front porch living and working spaces. One informant 
notes that country folk often left their front doors open 
even on very cold winter days in order to light the interi­
aI's of their houses (Frank SWinson, personal communication). 
The flatness of the coastal topography, and the traditional 
absence of roadi'-lays other than loeallY-ll1E1intained cart 
paths, left Onslo,; County houses wi th' few natural or mnn­
made features that nlay have influenced orientation. The 
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house, alone in its clearing, faced the only prominent 
natural feature - the noon-day sun. 

DIRT YARDS: 

Vernacular houses in Onslow County and even some of the 
more stylish houses of the nineteenth century were sur­
rounded by fenced-in dirt yards. Dirt yards were kept free 
of vegetation and debris and were known locally as "swept 
yards", since they were regularly swept with yard brooms. 
Dirt yards served to protect the house and the inhabitants 
of the house from termites, malaria-bearing mosquitos, and 
snakes. They also reflected the utilitarian charactel' of 
the immediate surroundings of the house, \~here cooking, 
"ashing, and other household tasks were performed. In 
Onslow County, where JilBn~induced and naturally occurring 
brush fires ~Iere frequent, the dirt yard also probably 
served as a fire barr ier. 

SIG1HFICA1ICE: 

Vernaculal' dwell ings are significant for the simple 
fact that they represent the vast majority of Onslow 
County's domestic architecture from the eighteenth century 
into the twentieth century. Their construction and form 
r·eflect the natural resources and climate of the area. The 
county's houses often preserve featur'es and evidence of 
features such as 1TIud-and-stick chimneys which only survive 
in documentary sources fO!' othel' sections of the country. 
''hen placed in a broader context, Onslow County's vernacular 
d\,lellings lllay provide evidence on the origins of similar 
architecture elsewhere in the southeastern United States 
tidewater- and may c:lar-ify c.ultuT-al relationships bet\'leen 
coastal Carolina and England, New England, the West Indies, 
and possibly even Africa. Onslo\'l County's vernacular 
dHell ings are therefore significant under National Register 
Criterion A as the principal illustrative record of the 
lifeHays of the county's population - as a valuable source 
of information on the social history of the area. As the 
products of a building tradition well-suited to the re­
sources and climate of the area, and embodying conservative 
and perSistent cultural traits and occasionally archaic 
c·onstructlon features, Onslo'll County's vernacular dwellings 
fir·e also significant under national Register Criterion C. 



United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Historic and Architectural Resources of Onslow County, North Carolina 

Section number _Pl:--_ Page _l,-°L/_ 

REG I STRA II 011 REQU I RE}!ENTS: 

Houses \'lith pronounced vernacular features of plan, 
form j material, construction, and detai 1 account for roug"hly 
400 of the 532 rural houses identified by the survey. Of 
these 400 houses, only fourteen were determined eliqible for 
individual inclusion 'in the National Register, and ~nly an 
addi tional fi ve houses in proposed rural districts \·,i II 
qualify as contributing stl"uctures. 

The reasons for Onslovl County's extremely 1m,' rate of 
eligibility lies principally in'the fact that tbe majority 
of On810l' County's vernacular dliellings are abandoned and 
dete:ciorating. Of the lesser" number of vernacular houses 
st.i II CJccupiecl, many have been altered to accommrxiate 
t'tJerd:.if.:!th century t.astes and lifestyles, thereby cJlUpromis­
ing tbeir architectural integrity. Even of the fcurteen 
pDtentially eligible properties. four are at present unoccu­
pi-ed, and t\'lU occupied c.l\'/ellings are suffel-ing deterioratiun 
through oliner neglect. One of the county's most 'illportant 
vernacular dwellings, the main house on the Hardy Horn Farm 
(:JU (85), ~'las found to be eliQ'ible due to its earl~; date l 

architectural features, and adjacen_t outbuildinq~.,· even 
though the interior- has been m~dernizedJ a mode~n 5ddition 
has been made to the rear} and most of the origi:;.c:' roofing 
and Siding have been replaced. In OnsloH County -:~i!"teen 

vernacular dwellings bear architectural evidence ct- former 
1flud-und-stick c:himneys! YI.::;t all but two (the Hardy Hor-n 
House - ON 385 - and the Futrell Family House - OU 3:34) are 
disqualified from eligibility due to one or a comt,ination of 
the following factors: major moderrtizatiofl, deterlor-ation, 
abandonmentJ lac:l\: of other- outstanding architectu::-51 fea­
tures, intrusive sllrrollndings. 

The sti,;.:-matization of these strlJctul~es as lo,.;-income 
u 

housinq works aqainst their' nreservation. Et,.ten f::.r..e ea.rlv 
vernac~la:( dwellings have de~cended through the =:c:ial . 
:::.pec:trum to the status of tenant housing, and -t:be:'.~· pn:cs2nt 
O'rmerE place little value on them. The fact that :}ost of 
tlie county population has no ties to the arEa b~~ :ts 
!-l i s-tO:C'/1 '-.::ouplE'l.-! h'i th er.:::.:cmomic cond i t ions i the::. :·u ty. 
!naltl~:~ it Qxtrelu(~ly unltkely that locally-in tiatE.": a temp-l:s 
\·;ill be- IP..:l.de to preserve enda.ngered vernacu ar d.'dE-~l ngs or 
to list the!" ill the Na-tjonal Register. 
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F. 2. STYLISH DWELLINGS 

DEFINITIOlI OF PROPERTY TYPE: 

Onslml County's class of small farmers built the 
majority of the county's surviving housing stock. This 
ethnically-homogenous socio-economic group remained isolated 
throughout the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. As 
a result, the majority of Onslow County's rural housing is 
vernacular in form, plan, material, and detail, and displays 
little evidence of the styles that swept the more prosperous 
mainstream sections of the nation during the period. When 
stylistic l'eferences occur, they have a home-made appear­
ance, evocative of the high-style prototype but clearly a 
product of the vernacular mind and local ski 11. 

Not all of Onslow County's inhabitants 11ere isolated. 
Turpentine planation O\1nerS, large farmers, and merchants 
maintained ties with the nation's urban centers and famil­
iari ty with the latest (or next-to-latest) archi tectur'al 
styles. The Georgian, Federal, transitional Federal/Greek 
Revival, Greek Revival, Italianate, Gothic Revival, Victori­
an, Shingle, and Bungalovi styles embellish the houses of 
these cosmopolitan men. These styles permeate the exterior· 
and interior architectural fabric of some high-status 
dwellings; in other houses their influence is limited to 
such architectural focal points as front porches, mantels, 
and stairs. It should be noted that even Onslow County 
dViellings that could be considered stylish also display 
pronounced vernacular characteristics of plan, form, and 
finish, 

GEORGIAN STYLE: 

Only one existing Onslow County dwelling exhibits 
charactei'istics of the Georgian style. The Peter Ring-ware 
House (OU ) in Swansboro, dating to the late eighteenth 
century (possibly to circa 1778), has a mantel in the style. 
Another example was the Bob White House <demolished) '.1hich 
stood in the Half }!oon vicinity and l'lhieh was built during 
the last quarter of the eighteenth century. The Bob White 
House had mantels with single and paired panels in theil' 
friezes and panelled Hainscots in the Georgian style. Both 
the Peter Ringware House and the Bob White House are other-
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\'lise vernacular in plan and exterior detailing. The same is 
tl'ue of most of Onslow County's other early styl ish dwell­
ings, in which Federal and transi t.ional Federal/Greek 
Revival characteristics are confined -to the interior. 

FEDERAL STYLE: 

The Federal Style characterizes the interiors of Onslow 
County's eadiest surviving houses, but is not evident on 
the exterior of. surviving examples. Two Federal Style 
coastal plain cottages - the Jonathan Green House (ON 812) 
in Swansboro and the Benjamin C. Smith House (On 304) at the 
head of the \:lhite Oak River - share striking similarit.ies in 
the design of their par"lor mantels, which have simply 
detailed archltraves, plain friezes ~lith concave sides} and 
delicate dentil mOldings under the shelves. The Benjamin C. 
Smith House dates to the early nineteenth centurYi documen­
tDX·Y e'lidence Sl;h"·~ests a 1 'l70s diite of construction for the 
Jonathan Green H'[;~se, which ma.y have received its interior 
detailing in an early nineteenth century reworking 
(L:t h, let-on) , De:]!"i.: i 1 moldilH!"'S appear on later m.antels, aloTtQ"­
\-lith other" Federal details ~uch as delicately lftolded archi- U 

traves and panelled. friezes. In several hou~es of the late 
ante-bellum period, these characteristics appear with the 
pilm;t,ors and heavy moldings of the Greek Revival Style - a 
transitional style knmm a:3 the Federal/Greek Revival. Some 
of the finer examples of the transitional Federal/Greek 
Revival Style include the Thompson-Smith House (OJ{ 178), the 
Thomas Jefferson Jarman House (011 1,55), and the Isaac B. 
Morton House (OJ{ 403). The Greek Revival Mattocks Family 
House ([lIT 5(4) contains a Humber of Feder--al/Or-eek Revival 
mantels reused from an earlier Mattocks house, 

GREEK REVIVAL STYLE: 

Onslow County examples of the Greek Revival Style are 
generally late, dating to the decades after the Civil War. 
Exceptions (limited to interior detailing) are pJ-ovided by 
the Palo Alto Plantation House of circa 1840 (ON 1), and the 
late ante-bell UTI Scott Family House <ON 075) - bo':h of \-Ihich 
l1ave eared architrave lI!antel~ outlined by siruf,le Greek 
Revit;al moldings - and the trdO 1850s Avirett houses (ON 356 
and ON 35'1) J Hhic:h have pilastered mantels and Greek Revival 
trillL The}~e are a number of one-story hip~r-oofed Greek 
Revival houses dating to the 18705: the David John 8ander:=. 
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House (ON 726), the W. D. Hargett House (ON 692), the 
Mattocks Family House (ON 584), and the Jay Franklin Boggs 
House (011 360). Nominally Gl'eek Revival details such as 
pilastered mantels perSisted into the early twentieth 
century, 

ITALIAlIATE STYLE: 

Perhaps the most stylistically sophisticated house in 
the county is the John Alfred Avirett House (011 357) at 
Catherine' Lake, built in the 1850s on a grand scale as the 
summer home of turpentine mogul John Avirett and occupied by 
his son, John Alfred Avir-ett. The Catherine Lake House has 
a T-shaped plan and a one-story vel'anda ",hich wraps entirely 
around the front center-hall section. Bracketed eaves, tall 
louvered shutters, and an original exterior paint scheme of 
bro\·m and pink serve to classify t.he exterior of this house 
in the Italianate Style. The intedor has battered \'!indO\~ 

sUI'rounds in the Egyptian mode and large Greek Revival 
mantels, one of \'Ihioh is lDaI'bleized. The first-floor front 
rooms are ornamented with foliated plaster medall ions and 
cornices, the most elaborate in the county. A painted 
simulation of a paneled wooden lYainscot ascends the center-­
hall stair, and vibrant paint colors and graining are found 
throughout the house. John Avir-ett had financial dealings 
vlith commission merchants in New York, and he imported SOlJ]f; 

of his building materials from the NelY York City area, such 
as fireplace bricks manufactured in Perth Amboy (Avirett: 
69). The detailing of the Catherine Lake house is far 
superior to that found in other nineteenth century Onslow 
County houses, and suggests that Avirett brought craftsmen 
in from outside, and/or that he ordered stock elements fr-om 
elselYhere, possibly lIelY York City or, closer to home, 
Wilmington, \'Ihere similar Italianate 'IOrk \.as produced 
during the late ante-bellum period <Davyd Foard Hood, 
personal communication). The grand scale of the house 
resembles mid-nineteenth century plantation houses in such 
southeastern }lorth Carolina counties as Wayne l Lenoh-' J and 
Duplin (Ruth Little, personal communication). -

Another Italianate OnslolY County house is the Ennett­
Hi 11 House <ON 833), bui 1 t in the late 1860s. This side­
hall plan house has a two-tier fl'ont porch engaged under the 
hipped roof of the principal house block, and a bracketed 
cornice with decorative pendants. The side-hall plan HaS 
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comlllon in Onslow County from the mid-nineteenth century 
until the early twentieth century, and side-hall plan houses 
acquir-ed whatever stylistic trappings Here current at the 
date of house construction. The Murrill House (OJ{ 469) at 
Oum Br-anch origin.ally had detailing more typical of the 
Greek :Revival Stylej the Henry HO\'lard Sandlin House (ON 1(4) 
has Victorian ornament characteristic of the 1880s; and 
early tHentieth century side-hall plan houses such as 
Wi 11 iam David Sanders House (OJI 727) and the Isaac lleHton 
Henderson House" (ON 693) have late Victorian ornament. 

GOTHIC REVIVAL STYLE: 

As Hith the Greek Revival Style, the Gothic Revival 
Style appeared late and infrequently in Onslow County. The 
best surviving example is the 18805 Cavanaugh House (On 42,5) 
c;.t GUlii Branch, whic:h has a roofline punctuated by mull:iple 
gatlE:s ar~d bo~dt3:red by d(~co~'at~ve bargeboarcis, T.be VI, L. 
Tyson House, which stood on the Camp Lejeune property and is 
nO'd demolished, appears to have been an exaggerated late 
n;r.eteentb century example of the Gothic Revival, \'lith 
tC.I\'1er-ing st.eeply pitched gables, gabled dormers, and over­
sized bar"geboards (Camp Lejeune file). 

V! CTOR I AN AND EARLY TWEIITI ETH CElITURY STYLES: 

THO events of the late nineteenth century br·ought 
On810\; County closer to the mainstream of national stylistic 
c_e!J21opment, The coming- of the railroad in the early 1890:::::. 
reduced the area's isol~tion a.nd generated economic growth, 
specU'icall,Y in the county seat of Jacksonville, At the 
same time, increasing agricultural development in the 
narther-n and eastern sec·tions of the count\' creat.ed fie\-.' 
i·;ealtb distr"ibuted more evenly among farlI:'€l~s and stimulat.ing 
the development of rural centers. Turpent ine produc:tion 
continued, and turpentine producers of the early twentieth 
century erected houses such as the Sampson A. Starling 
House iOll 730) and the Elijah Walton House (ON 64'1). 

Ne\'! York financier ThoIll2ts Mc:lntyre built thQ v,1illDin~T-

tOl'!! Onslow and East Carolina raiiroad through the co~nty 
in tIte E!itrly 1890s. McIntyre ,:::"hose: Town Point on the Ueh' 
River- as the location for his impressive Shingle Style 
vlinter home, Onslo\~' Hall. No~ .. demolished, the 1890s house 
had a gr"and arched porte cochere, decorative chimney stacks, 
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and battlemented eaves (McIntyre Collection). In Jackson­
ville, raill-oad and lumber money created entire blocks of 
one- and two-story f,-ame Victorian houses. Simi lar houses, 
including one queen Anne example (the Ike Koonce House - ON 
238) were built in Richlands, which experienced growth owing 
to the greater agricultural prosperity of its hinterland. 
In coastal Swansboro, where lumbering flourished beginning 
around 1900, a distinctive Victorian style appeared. The 
"Swansboro Style" was characterized by exuberant 10ca11y­
produced scrollwork and wood shingling, and delicate mold­
ings reminiscent of the long-extinct Federal Style which 
appear on corner board caps, porch post caps and neckings, 
sidelight panels, and interior mantels. 

The 1901 Villiam Edv/ard Mattocks House (ON 779) in 
SHansbor·o may be considered an idiosyncrat i 'Ie example of the 
Colonial Revival Style, since it Has apparently built in the 
likeness of the area's early coastal plain cottag"es, In all 
three OnsloH County to\~ns bimgalol'ls and four-squ~re plan 
houses appeared in the 1920s and 19'30s, althoug·h their· 
relatj ve scal~ci ty attests to the less-vigoroDB economic 
g-r-owth fol1owi!lg the boom times of the turn-of-century. In 
Jacksonville) ttle 19208 saw the construction of the county's 
foremost stylistic oddity - the Masonic Building (ON 519), 
a three-story Tudor RevIval brick comme,'cial building ;lith 
facade sculptu:-e, crenellated parapet, and banks of quarrel 
paned lancet w:. ndo\'ls. 

PROFESSIONAL BU ILDERS: 

Al though professional builders operated in Onslow 
County dur-ing "the nineteenth centu:r-y, 1 i ttle documentary 
evidence survives to link them to specific buildings. 
Swansboro mercbant and customs collector John McCullough 
also worked as a carpenter during the period of the to\'lll'S 
initial growth in the 1770s and 1780s (Littleton). New Bern 
bui Ider- Asa Ki Eg performed 1:1ork for Swansboro merchant 
William Pugh Ferrand in the early 1830s, but it is uncertain 
"Ihether he played a role in the construction of Ferrand's 
surviving br iet store building of circa 1839 (ON 762) 
(Catherine Bis:Cir·, personal cOlUlnunication). Another New 
Ben) bUilder, noward Roberson, constructed a large timber 
bridQ2 at Jack"::,Dnville in 1843 (Joseph L Roberson Collec­
tion). Local cradition asserts that Richlands farmer and 
turpentllier Bryant 8hln(~ Koonce emplo.yed 8. UeN York archi-
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tect to design his circa 1840 house (Oll 139), .. hich combines 
vernacular features .. ith an unusual three-room plan (A. K. 
R. Boggs, personal communication). More is kno .. n of the 
deSigners of Onslo .. County's large early tvlentieth century 
houses. One of the finest of these, the Georgian Revival 
Jim Taylor House (ON 172) near Richlands, viaS designed by 
accomplished Wilmington architect Lesl ie Boney in 1931. 

SIGNIFICANCE: 

Stylistic dwellings are the tangible legacy of Onslow 
County's small socia-economic elite) the class that super­
vised the production of the area's forest and agricultural 
wealth during the ante-bellum period, and, to a lesser 
extent, oversaw the more di versif ied development of the 
post~'bellum period. Stylish houses evince the relative 
worldliness of the el ite, their appreciation for ideas and 
fashions originating outside the immediate community. The 
houses of the elite also serve as examples of the finest 
craftsmanship produced in the area, or imported into it. 
For these reasons, Onslow County's stylistic dl'lellings 
demonstrate significance under· na.tional Register Criterion 
A, for their association with the area's economic develop­
ment and social history, and under Criterion C, for their 
architectlJral :cefinement. Stylish d~',ellings are more likely 
to be assoc:iated with important per8onage8~ 3S is the case -
with the Cyrus B. Thompson House (OI! 537) in Jacksonville, 
the home of a former North Carolina Secretary of State. 
Stylish dwellings are therefore occasionally significant 
under· l/ational Register Criterion B. 

REG ISTRATIOlI REQU I REloffiNTS: 

ApprOXimately one hundred of Onslow County's 532 rural 
houses bear sufficient evidence of stylistic influences to 
.. arrant the ir classificat ion as styl ish dwe 11 i ngs. Approxi­
wiltely t\·teTlty of the county's individually eligible houses 
and conty·ibuting- houses in potential r-ul~al districts can be 
classified as stylish d"e11ings. The majority of contribut­
ing dwellings in proposed Jacksonville, Richlands, and 
Swansboro llational Register districts may be considered 
stylish dwellings. 

The style of these dwellings is manifested in ornament; 
therefore J i nteg-ri ty of design 1s the Ifiost important stan-
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dard by Ylhich these dYiellings should be measured concerning 
their ~ligibility. 

They must also retain integrity of location, setting, 
materials, ,"orkmanship, feeling, and association. On the 
I'lhole, these houses have fared bettel' than their' more 
numerous vernacular contemporaries, in part because they 
have functioned continuously as the seats of prosperous 
farming families, or because they Ylere built in the high­
status residential areas of the county's three maj or tmms, 
neighborhoods which remain desirable places to live. Modern 
millers have been more appreciative of the qualities of these 
houses, and in some instances have saved eligible examples 
from ruin. 
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F. 

DfJ)llE::::T I C OUTBU I LD I NGE:: 

DAI1UES: 

Ttv?: dOlTIr?stic: outbuildillQ' th"=-il: :;:.tood neEi:ces't thr.::: house 
\'las the da:tr.VI a stl'ucture f~:c the safe-ke8ptng- and cooling-
of dairy pro{juC:i;s and baked goods. In Onslovl Coun-ty the 
dairy usually took the form of a cabinet-like fraloe struc­
ture" with a ~hed or gabled roof, '~orn0r pasts sunk dire~tly 
into the ground, and ventilation in the form of windows, 
screens, or pierced openings. The dai~v usualJ.y stood 
!)ehind the house adja~ellt ~o the kjtche~. Late" nineteenth 
':"ent'}rv or ea.rJ.v t\-/entte-l:h ,:entlJr"tl fr::uoe cl,3.iries '31Jrviv~ 5.+:. 
-I:h£, JU~3tice Fam"lly Farm (ON (:18), --' tli(~ Ig-na~,i_1JS tTL L, Bro(:.:k 
Farm (ON (6), and the EdJ!lc:ld Xort on F8.rnJ (ON 5,'36), A 
fanciful brick da_'ll-Y 'Y/lth dE:":-::-:Jra+ iVE :;»-::1bJJ~-::~ ::;u-cvivEJ::::; ;~t tl'!<~" 
i-13ttock:::; Family Hou.~,e (OY 5':::·4), I~ brI:·}:- \'lC-},J. 11,:]1.1-5(': t:ha-l:: ma',' 
havt'-_' dCllblE.,d a·'::, B rla.iry -:;-;1J!-V.i~.:<::'.::~ E,_t t.bE.- G'?Qj"~~,::::> Hi'J'i:I.3.rd HClU:::::I::-
CenT :--::"),,:) On tll'? 1_l'Cll)0r vnliti~ Oak R::_v~[ 

t~-;{~ cu:cirl:~ [)1~ ':":lL)~-k, 'Th,:= ~~r~ol-t'-~l-:ci"::._'':''_., --:-!f ,.'O\.[-"::-:::l t l:~ __ alJ'. 
h.:1V':.- (or :5.-.':!c1) CJvc:chc,ngir:E, :!-ont .S:=tblc:~., '~~l i.nt(,'r.i_o!-' h,0.&.:-'(· 
DC '_Ji::hc-,!r (;un~_,3..trt(:::r for 2rfib<o::ro::, .. ,:'d:d, drj'jac:;2-nt., .;'t ~3"~-'affQlcl :u, 
.~!f :"'~-::jn8 (~":')·:--:,=1.·'=;:--'->_::'3. ~r-Ct,li-":-::Qn,:,~] \' f:l'lt:?'=:I':: ,:.·t:!'ll.-:::tlJre,C \A!er(~· ,:1£ 

';'.' '-J1" :f,';-'1li1;:':- ,':·on'::::.tr-'LV-_··tiC:;~·l. III "\\l'l~firl::~ ':jri":';-::l·~:c. (')1' -t:he· '::::-OD'fl'tV. 

{~T011:1~lj H':'J1Y:,(:' (ON r:::l''l,~'.'' =<,. .. :::a' l~: 

-rr"U !U?--,~ 'Y/L-!-.ft :-:::[(}"-.' \-I-;,:-:d"h'=::: all':' 
i'''·/;:.rl l. ~,~.f:l-~ '-.0Tl'~1)ry '~ra_mf:' 

~ '=~nu~ l~~'jck ,~h!!nn~v ai' 

11 
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Water stlonl.v was a perennial PC'flt,leln ill coastal Onslow 
COUIlty, In E;~Jine--' placE's liv(:stCl(~'k f.lnd draft animals had to 
be wa"tered with we].l water. Winch arrangements were in3de­
Quatl.:?: :fDr t.hl';-' t.:a.t'?;k; in::;tead. SOW€; ChiS.lCH-< C::Dun-tv fEtrwc:r::::. 
~rected sweeps over their weJ.ls. A sweep"was 3 devic~ 
C011sist;lng of a post with a fulcrum at the top 011 whIch 
balanced a beam. A weight hung from one elld of the beam; 
from the other f~angled a long polE~ (the 1!5~·.feepH it-=;elf) 
which was lowered in-to -the well vlith n buckQt at the end and 
11ft,eel out witb the. aid of -the weigbt ?Jt t.}I1~ otber end of 
the br,:;am. Th~ bucltet 1,,1aS I::!mpt,led intD a slul.c~? whi.-::b 
c()nnr~ci::E~cl to a "vat.ering trDugh in the barn yard

l 
\·;i th a. 

fence intervening between the animals aJld the water SOU~~C8. 
Tlle ar'chi~ec~ural survey idelltified Ol11y two intac~ sweeps 
(i.fjr:·11..1d.ins:· t~l~ "t~(~!l"!.al~k.'i.blf::! ~:;:~)f~(;im'~n.:1t 1:1:"1C> H.31-dv Hor:) F5:::-r'!-
Dl'J ::;,':~ri) 1-111t; 1: l-il:;''': t','i'::'Y',o:, t"cn-··rrli.=::::r -1 V 1110r'(::! '.-:'D:~n~1CY(1. The -':::.;..2{'::'·C:I::-;="~cJr 

1:0 ·=-·h'~'i:::JY=--. d,':, r;.:·hE.''?' ::-inc} hand pumps th,:c: f:ll"::ct_r:L(:" -e,l..l:n:::, 
:;~, a common f'::o.'-:llr;:; i,n thl~~ \licinity Df ~';::-Ju.,"=:.-e"=,,, and i-aTom lDt5-., 
and :t::::" 1J~;1.}::3.·~ J.'l hDll'=;f~cl i"I' a bricl\: Dr cOr!':'i-1:-:t,::- l").1.oc-k :)um~:: 
hnu"..-;,-:; 

F(;'H -'-,'arlo? :::-.gcicult'.!:r-a~ D;_~I __ -hui}(l~nD'-' Sl!~-v __ i-ve :i~': C.\n<='~r:J·, .. · 
CO!lf!-I:.V· The' r[~(--1';"::'Dn::=c fur t}-;i-=,. :-tl-(-~ in ':~::il!~" i.;-l~·,-t'Elnc·i·:·;O:: idc~l"ll-:i--

·~:al tD t:!"te l·I::.'iSCJn~· e}~plainin:,,'. ':1!i? ·::::-.c,::'\r'·!~':"I CJf .,::;nt.2-l-:.H.=cl_-.-u1T: 
dCJI[J!,,~=-t i·::- E\ r<' h i t.0>,:-t ur c~: des t ru,".::t iOll !.lV fir ,=-= 0 ncl '_-_'':' --,-m.::, T:E~, Cincl 
imp!~i'-Jl)(-;\n'~ni: ,-·~-I:)n':,;,t.rll(-:'t:i(Jn. To +:11("':-":" D!-":--ty :""~: ,~,d(j(-::,j f::,~~',.-::~' 

':;n,:::cifi,-:-: to t-h!::; dl=vc~lDDmf-"n-1':' 2nd Dr-d-_.1.i;·c:~ of a.~:1'i.r'L'~1UL'~ ';n 
01'10::-, ~_O'd CC]l:.:n·t ';7. 1105 l; 1 a.ndDh'Tlf.!r,=-.. ~=J i d nC)T I~H::~.~'- ~_ n ur C1G'~:::: i Ih" 

<::rOL'~·:. i:"! ~tl.la!ltit·,! fOl C\~(1=-\Ol·t unt,iJ t:l'ji.:; ::::.(:·,_:~c-!nd ha.lf Df "!'j'"'_ 

n-tn(:::-I',f::>E'nl~ ,:'·.-:::'nt.nr-'/. therl3by ,")l-.'vi./=~ting tl·."~ n,~'~d fl.-)[- J.~1!-:~--?r 

/tnd more perJll,~neni'. -~::.l::.IJras(:-' bl.lildilJ~·":- ULI:il latr--> ir~ ~-t"i.::> 
(-:'Cluntv"~, dev':'l(}F':lk:~nt. Th.;? mai.') '--r()F' uJ -l~he "::-~I:!'~:D1F~ h.~l:- ::)"1' 
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F:~':-~!i (ON j50) nE:;~"Jr R-ic:hlands, vlhich hc),::::> door jalll"Y" P0:3ge ,j tD 
~l)~ log erlcis. 01:her Jllid-nineteenth centuI-Y J,D3 agricultll~al 
st~~ctures include a large saddle--notched double-crib barn 
wi 1:"':-1 pa.rJ. y post-i1nd-"beoJII Fn:)r.i.metpr sh(~ds on the Anthony 
}{a~:h Rhodes Farm (ON 413), 2lnd a four-crib stables ~/ith 
':'C;l-:~f~r bu;:'tl-d::::::. '-}.nd rl-al!lf'::' loft abClvf:' on the Jll:·::;"tir:'·e FBmi_ly 
Far::rl (ON GiS). The i3_bov~?-na.1l1(~d strllctures \'/ere proba.bly 
1ar'z0:c and bett.er ':·on.strucb~d than the lna'!ol~ity of' t.he 
ar~~'~, agrJ.cultural struc·tures, but their~exis~ence suggests 
th:'J. t 10.1"::;"(=:' blH:l c"Ompl£"~z lop' ::::c;truct.UI'E:S 1 ike thoE;''::: Df the 
F'i,::: .J.mont ~.Jahd lflountai ns \'/e~I;:" a. t 1(~a;3t pos::;i ble on tl1E-; CQast. 
Not. of log CClnE,truction, but~ 3Gi early as or '::::i3.rli2r ~hEtn tl"u~ 
ol~2st surviving log outbuilding,s i8'a structur0 on the L' . ...J '--

"/r;·l:. ... -E!··-;{Oh'ol-d Farm (ON" 4.(7), l'"he ta] 1 gablc!d E,t}~uctu:r-E: t~. of" 
'JP"sn~-dOW1) SBwn fl~amc~ construction mortise'-and-te~o11ed and 
'-·::·'~-.;;,::..:·d tLJg(:~tlv~r and I1];;}\' hav<::~ !3(~rv"'~d a::;::. ,St Zir:. hc.lu'.:,::'-~. 

~!'~I;'., -:'a t,e.! \1 iu",:t :c:;:":'r:.~::h .:inc1 C!Fi i'l \' r. ~'ren t:i c' t b ':'~!-I-'~ '~_;:: i,~'~: 
-:"':::,.<:, T( :t d·~::-.. ti;·'.·{'i']\~' i:Jgl'i,~:ul-Lu·!-.-:.,! :'.JT"Jl! ~:.. " "_-,!':'-l.~.},' 

;",~ ':li~'0 i..}l·c'!..1~.!,I!l.~' ... ': !-L',~ ~:'l,atc') Ct~'·· Ci !!:'lack lJCJu:::~:,(':tt. :::~n'.:.'''~ 

\ '.- .-.' '1: :-:, c-, , 

~ ~~~ ~lld bD,:';r. P~~l~ }ln 1 ]S0S Hre ])cJrn011y fra!l~. Jt f,~w 
:,-,.-- ~l"r":~::i(Jn"; ~'l{':::;I-(' 1-11..1:1.11:, :~:uc:h a,::, th,? Oile c..'n tbe P N. 
I~:l"~-=:l:!: farm (otT ~\21) nec:,r FOl.rnta,in, d;-1.·~:i!"!:;;~ I-,'~ j:h'-:,~ ~'~:·~;'r~. 
/:1·:~'_c.:1.~Q'h ·_·~tlr'.Tiv"it;::! '-'~':3n!))1',;''-~ of thE.' form date.., +n '~lf.f:'~'J 1<::'1(\("' 

'r- .=J:':l:,~'-·b,;:J.~ '.!!T! ?,~<::'t;·..:.~ Fdrn (~.JN L50) de:=::::'ri'hed .:=:-~1:,CI'l= ::'·;1_:o;r'7f~'::;!:_. 
f:-:'O' 'I.. o,:ic r"d'~I-:: hCJu:~-(": fr':r-m m;:iy al:=~;(J hdVE b<-:'('11 <:CJ1!j~~'~n <?-3.rl':":.'r. 
T.'~,:~-:- 1, =--,U~""'",{?:::: .':."1.1--':::0 .;.~ -:--..::y'",d ': '::i-:n. \':cd:tc"":~'~, i.'-'"lr"?n i;llF~{:::n;,:.':',..(...';. 3,:'_'-~ 

'-"),,' thf:~!: !.c~i:J;-!--I_.-'- '::t-af'\ ani.!JJi'J.l.::=:. ::-:"!(! r::z:Jc·}l.i:' . ..::'!-'/. 

-. ~ 
',: - , 

'~ .-

-'<:i'-"_ -·nl~· j 'J-.... ,. '~;' D.~~!1)'='~'~.r-c, .. :1 l? ~;:'; in t ;.,,~. :~'-"" ':::':;!.: .. :_; 
:_:tJi'V, ',r·d ·f] ,',,=.. "'.;r-F.:·j tr]1·'.1;:;"u-.<':n l.::'a;·-n'.::: ':;-'.r"" ~ a~','-7-! '." 

. : ~ +. '. r- .':i 1 
~', !J::nbc r 

_·r· 
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OTIlEP AGRICULTUPAL QUTf<UILDINGS: 

Othel~ traditional Onslow County agr1cultur-al outbuild­
in~~ include corn crjbs, stables, chicken houses, stora~e 
sll~ds, \-lagon hnll~:;es, SNl~et potato houses, and fertilizC'l~ 
hOlJ'::'~':::=;' THD Sh1eei.:, PO-l~'dto hou;::;..,?;:;::: 1tle:CI~ ol)se1:-·vcd: 8. SmE-1.l. J 
gabl~~~-roofed l)ric:k structllrf~ on the John HeIlry Justice farm 
(ON 616), and the lO'der leve1 of the James Grani: Commissary 
(ON 840) ""hich has wooden bins on either side of a cent.er­
aisle. Cotton gins (although quasi-industrial and not 
purely agricultural in nature) survive at the Ignatius M. L, 
BrDck farm (ON 66), the Chal~lj?s Co:{ farm (ON 76) J and 
po£=;,,:;ibly at t_hf~ \'7bi tL~--Ho~'lard Farm (ON 4·('j7). The B:cock ;3.rl1-::1 
Cox gin"hoDses are two-level frame structures with ~abl~ ,--I ,--1'- -

roof::-;, Fe \'1 far-mE. Dre'3erVe their full ,,~omplf?mE.!nt of C"ta'r=-c-ul­
tural outbuildings: with 1~he 0xGepti_on of the _Justi,~eWFamily 
F,:t!"m (ON 612,), I,·,hi_·':-:h has m;3.ny r.Jf tl1e above named ~,;-tr11c!~-":J:-;.?~, 

(tnc·ll.1clinft 8. ~.hed·--:coo-£ed I"ra1U{:' "o;,{1.1ano h01J_Sf.:::-'; ') f:.l-l-al1',:;·'c~d .:::-tlc)n'.:'~ 

a fal-m la~0 e~terld~ng cas·tway-d £~O!C the 1865 f~;-ln ~~llS~. . u -

The ,.?arlv tldf?~lt1;.:=:-1:}·; ,:-c;·,nt1}r·v P. J. C.ost:on Far'i)l {fJN 31Ci) ha·.:;:~ 

···,c.'vor,;)l ~!utl)ulldin~:<~ in< ___ 'luding a 'dDUd--:3hiI!g-led bat-~~ -1:11,:-:>":: ·;':I._C'--:' 
interconnected and e!}clus~~ a }-ectangular farm l_ot. AnG~ller 

RHADE GROVES AND ORCHARDS: 

It} th()Uf,'~"i nO'I: 1_.~l~_',l.12.J,jil :~.';; r,~!-'!:r- ,;0,-0. \l(:-getc'::i;:icJn Cf1,f=(i 

playi:::d,-3. Jul.; in t!"!(; l}!)i~'ld-t:.LCJ!l tlf {'drIll::::· .. Kany t:caditic.<fd.l 
hou'::;:.c'-:,~. and c)1.1+,t;Di_l(~j,n,<;~ '-:::DHfDle.::-;:-.?::::., d~-e '--~:.urr-oundl~'.:l -:)'-1 ;-:::.:,..,:t:i::;r,=-"i·v~;?_' 

g1~oVI~::;;. c'f pecans , Idi't-,ll in,:l-ivtdual tree:::. pl;:tn-t0d -j_TI '·~;!'rEi":'?}!r_ 
ro~,,:-::;. The.:"; :::"hade o!' tbe:-,:,e trl:;:I--~S prote,:'ted an 1. llL'J l:s ,'J.nd f (~, !-m 
\'lor ltE'r2, fron: i-.h.::' fi~::rcr.· ~,ummer heEtt, an'.::: in thr:::· fal] tc:,(o'y 
orclvided a harves i : of nuts, Some of the large~~ Sl-OV0·~ ~re 

found at the Juc-.;t.l'=-,::! ?aT!~il? Farm (ON 6]8), vlhF-:rE" Et:?rj_"~lJ~-t:ur-­
a) r)11t-.b1~5_1d-jnz·;::· 1:-I:'>)":-:a1n, -3.!1(_~ th(~ ThompsCJn-::=:.:mit!l ~',3.~-}-n fO:N ]7,'3) 
and tIlt=:' 'Zf"d~_J.-~-k K.inz 11 C)l_lE(::' (ON 6:~~O), WherE! thE' ['-'_it-b'Ji'nir:'.:·-;:, 
no longer survive. O!-chards, grRpe ville arl)ol-'~. 8Ld vjne­
Y,'-1rri::;:, a1·:::,0 ,=:-:i·::.,tE-~d in cDnj un('-~.:iDn \o;:!. t-tl far~mst_f~'a'~l,;---;-, Thf.? 
Charle'3 Ge!-o~k House (ON 576) near Belgrade had a ~argQ 

;ipplc', pE'Ci.r! ,~-'tnd '.:::)~·3,f:h ol-,--:'l:ard set out in 1903 ~:()~- \·,bi·::": a 
}:llan surviv~s (tll2 1:!-ee'~ hav~ fared J_ess we~J. ~~~lv G~~'~ 

bl")·~--,!·.",,j p,~a.1:' r]:-I._-'':': 1-i::-~:rL:'i::l,n'::=,). 
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;-~ r GN I F I CANC',E 

Onslow County's a~ri(:ultlJral stl-~ct~l-es attest to the 
rise of a diveJ~si{ied ~rld adaptable agriculture from the 
mid--ninete0utl1 century into the tw~ntieth ':0ntllry. Out­
l)ullding ~oll101exes often provide a ccmnlete pict~re of the 
daily t~sks ~ndertakell in the running ~f ; farm. Such -
fea t ur-es as E\·,reep:-3 and pecan grove:'::.; 3.2:-e 10:23 1 r-esponsf~S to 
the rig;o:cs of t-qpo,graphy and cliw..ate. F01- these rea~;ons, 
Onslow County's traditional agricultural structures are 
significant ~nder National Re~ister Criterion A . 

. Stl:·1.JCtUl·(:?~; ;::-;uch aG; the fe l,-, E;urvi v:i n8 lflid-ni neteenth 

~;~;i~'~'~f l~gn.~·~~;~:~:a ~~~ ~;~~'~!'~'~~:l~ j ~"~~:.~ ~.~:~C,:~ Q~,{~ ;np~~s Df 
E!arly 3nd ]-·t~re types 0Ven ]-arer i~ +'~: ,~~a~~dl. area:3-of the 
:;::,'t,:'!tc;, Lat(-"1" ()ul~bllildlng~, havf}: l.i;-:jj.ted ·:.;i;x~liJicanc-e indi-
vtdua.lly, but .:-'5f:_- ':"'-CJlnDlc~xe~. t2!'~"f illu-:::---::co.t":: thfO' shift in 
f(Jr1!I'~; o~.7(~r tIme' a.nd 1..::iIE' var-it~;t.y of" rna-':eri,':i}:~: and m(..-thod~-=;. of 
constl~uction tllHt (:dD exj_~t 0.1: a s1n~~e c~~_._ 

-j rldividudl ;:-'.'d,r-::":".;l-+_ura.::' "::.ctrl.J·---"'---,£--=-::.._ :';.:(~c: :Cdl ~::-1\; 1.;:-1 i.~-:.j.t, ~"'--'-
ill 3Tl,-:l of tli,::·rn-_:_.f;-~l<.]("c:::.:: .. '-='h'iL.~-=:- --::0 -!:"_h0::'.t· _3('", __ lI b.i~"to:ci(': 
a -..-:,-:;,DC 1. Ct t -i ~_J 1"1' -~ .~llV.l ,~!(: !)i,' -:' .'<-11_:-1 --"_1 -!>-:~ :~'::(::'l='-~'_ t ,:: :-_5_ 1 ~,!" ,~: 1-1 it E'C -f~ U r a 1 
fE:~ .. ),-tl1l:-(.::':::~. 01:11.:" ';;::-{C-0p-t~jOTJ tC) J::hi,~_ -:_:::- t~l''O": l::'trgi? t:h'(]--·,::::"(·l.}.::\ J.CJ,f;.' 

barn DE -t.h,:;:- Ar,-t:hQrtv H,:-o-+:':.:h R}~'.:)r-11:'-':: Fc-}rr,: (C~,; 413), '--;hic:h i_:::. 
lfHJrl~' ,:-:.12fl L j'jcan 1' t1i:?!"l 2-t: a.c--=:-':::'-::::{::::~ia+:;o:-':! ;._ -::'YC'::---±. ~p.r?o fD"t-m hC)u'="_~!. 
LZtr:~:c-> gl-OlJ:)irl:~';:=:' of Clu--t~b1Jil(li::lz.s ,..=:·::-:i'::,:_-t:i:',,;- ":CJ!'l--=_:':::'~:l"abl,'_~ 
a r-r~ 1'1 i +: ,":::-l:---:. U~- ,,:),1 ~ nt I'':>g!- :. L ''/ .:; t 2o~: -::. ~. !),~~ i ,-j -', i 1" . -{. ion 1,>,'1 t:h Et bo !.j~.I:" 
lHil,/ 1.:.\i~ '-='un~1d,::!"'~'::d -·1~".·~;)1<::, ':'t·::;' i":._ ~h~.:;, ,-0:,..:: . .'11: t~h,? Ju::1".t,:-:.(: 
5'a~!li l~/ r;--"'-Irw {cn~ ("1,~;) :~.Ld '~}'iL :;{U:fiD:_~-,,~·y-}L-o,L:_i:·l~} F.1.rm (D'n '39:'=-.', 
C)u":b'~i1·~in<~~~:':.. 1J!Jl.JI. 'd;"'_~',;n ;:~-,.=- 1Y~!-'~':Ll =-:- '::.:i_~rlifjca.!lC(~ of an 

SiglliflCdtlt o\ltbui](li[I~S ~ot]~~_ 3~ 
b01J'=:"~ h:-~·~_. bl?,~~:t ,_t?~':3't:!-!:·-}'?'1. 

-; +.- ~'f + hI? :hDu~.::,e a'lil.:l 
A ~~!-3e '~rQUOin0 o~ 
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F. 4. RELIGIOUS AND EDUCATIONAL BUILDINGS 

DEFINITION OF PROPERTY TYPES: 

Religious and educational buildings are considered 
together since traditionally they shared similar plan types 
and architectur:al features. TI'lenty-nine religious struc­
tures I<ere surveyed in Onslow County. 

DESCR I PTION: 

Church stl'uctures were rare in early Onslol< County. 
Open-air preaching was especially popular during the first 
half of the nineteenth century, the period known as the 
Grea t AI<akening. Occasionally temporary post structures 
covered over in limbs and foliage known as "brush arbors" 
provided some shelter at these meetings. A brush arbor that 
preceded Springfield Primitive Free Will Baptist Church (Of{ 
350) near Fountain was erected during the early twentieth 
century. The Han-iso)) Chapel A. j.{. E. Church (ON 221> 
congregation worshipped first in a brush arbor during the 
years immediately follDY/ing the Civil Vial' (Calvin L. Sand­
ers, personal communication). 

The earl iest known church building in Onslow County was 
the Union Chapel church near Richlands, possibly erected as 
early as the 1730s and definitely in existence by the end of 
the eighteenth century (Brown: 233). No description of this 
chm'ell survives, although it was probably a small building 
of frame or log construction 1 ike its contemporaries across 
the South. The earliest surviving church in the county is 
the Southwest PI' imi ti ve Baptist Church <ON 644) probably 
erected in the second quarter of the nineteenth century as a 
!-eplacement for a late eighteenth century structure <Brown: 
246) _ In its original form the three-bay nave plan church 
!~y have had a meetinghouse plan witb both side and front 
entries, although later it received the typical arrangement 
of double front entries flanking a central rostrum and 
corresponding to a nave plan with unidirectional seating. 
Finishes are simple but elegant. Beaded weatherboard siding 
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appears on the exterior and beaded board-and-batten 
sheathes the l1alls and ceilings of the interior. At the 
begi nni ng of the tvlentieth century the black members of the 
congregation sat in the southVlest front corner of the 
church, perhaps preserving a seating arrangement from slave 
times (Ellen Dixon, personal communication). Another early 
church with the nave plan form was the first Stump Sound 
Primitive Baptist Church (ON 864), probably built in the 
1830s and replaced in the 1910s by another nave-plan struc­
ture (Gertrude ·Sanders, personal communication). 

The nave plan rerilained in use for area churches into 
the blentieth century, and in modified form it has survived 
until today. Fifteen rural churches dating to the decades 
around 1900 sUl'vi ve. In general, these churches have 
austere 11eatherboarded exteriors, but their interiors are 
often quite flaJOboyant. Beaded tongue-and-groove sheathing 
was employed to maximum decorative effect in such structures 
as the 1896 (Former) SI1ansboro Baptist Church (ON 801) and 
the 1900 (Former) Tar Landing Baptist Church (011 462), and 
ceilings were g"iven complex and varied architectural treat~ 
l~nts. The (Former) Catherine Lake Baptist Church (ON 600) 
of 1890 has one of these decorative tongue-and-groove 
inter-iors, but it also has an unc:haracterlstically decora­
tive exterior, .Iith deep cornice returns, scalloped ,dnd0l1 
and door lintels, molded corner pilasters, and stained and 
textured glass \'/indowB. 

Departures from the simple designs of Onsl0l1' s churches 
appeared fairly late in the county's history. Sophisticated 
popular and academically inspired architectural features 
such as central or- corner towers and lancet windows distin­
guished these chur"ches, which were initially built in the 
towns during the prosperous years of the 1880s and 1890s, 
and in rural areas by the 19305. One good example of these 
100re elaborate churches is the Harrison Chapel A. M. E. 
Church (ON 221) near Richlands, 

CEh'ETER I ES: 

Congregations or·dinarily establ ished burial grounds 
adjacent to their churches. The cemeteries at Yoppt s Chur"c:h 
and the stump Sound Primitive Baptist Church (ON 864) have 
sizable collections of \'looden grave markers. Some of these 
wooden markers are small and simple. Others stand from two 
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to three feet in height and have slab-like bodies surmounted 
by round heads, lending them a vn--aith-like appear-ance. tlone 
of- the examples sur-veyed showed any surviving evidence of 
incised or painted names, initials, or dates, and informants 
have affirmed that the markers were left unembellished. The 
earliest ylooden markers are believed to have been erected 
around 1800, although presumably they were in use at the 
beginning of settlement (Floyd Hewitt, personal communica­
tion). The latest documented wood markers date to the 1930s 
<Gertrude Sande-rs, personal communication). 

Wooden grave markers reflect several aspects of Onslow 
County's natural resources and historic development. Stone 
suitable for carving was nonexistent in the county. There 
is, however, one example of a l::'ough boulder of the indige­
nous limestone used as a grave marker. The county's wealth­
ier inhabitants imported stones from the colonial period 
onward, and Neyl England death's-head and cherubim stones (in 
the Montford Point Cemetery near Jacksonville), Classical 
obelisks (in the Sanders Family Cemetery in the Bear Creek 
vicini ty - ON 72(3) J and Woodsmen of the World tree trunks 
are found <in numerous cemeteries). Poorer and more tran­
sient inhabitants could not afford or did not desire to 
impor-t stones for their deceased. Instead they selected 
durable fornlS of Nood, such as cedar, for their' markers. 
The persistence of Vlood markers into the 1930s may testify 
as much to the tenacity of folk traditions in the area as to 
the prevalence of povel-ty and isolation. Anothel' signifi­
cant cemetery unassociated liith a church is the isolated 
Coston Celllet~ry (ON 817), lihich has over fifty ~lDoden 
markers. ' , 

SCHOOLS: 

TNenty-one educational buildings Vlere surveyed 
in Onslow County. Schoolhouses did not appear as early tl'.:::. 

churches, owing to the undeveloped state of education in 
the county during the eighteenth and early nineteenth 
centuries. The fll-st schools Vlere probably small structures 
OIl the larger plantations, where the children of the neigh­
borhood gentry were taught by itinerant tutors. Academies 
began to appear in the 17908·, The form of one ante-bellum 
OnsloVi County academy is knmm from photo-documentary 
evidence. The Richlands Academy, built circa 1850, Vias a 
one-story two-room frame structure vl1 th an entry in the 
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center of the three-bay front (long side) elevation and a 
small belfry on the roof. 

'lith the establishment of public education in the 
period after the Civil War, schoolhouses began to appear in 
numbers. For the most part these first public schools vlere 
one-room structures, of frame Dr log cDnstruction. The only 
intact schoolhouse to sut'vive from this period is the Adams 
School (ON 48) neat' Richlands, "hich has a one-bay gable­
fronted facade,". thl~ee-ba'y side elevations, cornice returns, 
a belfry, and a peaked lOolded lintel over the ft'Dnt entry. 
n,e Adams School probably dates to the 1880s. 

The first generation Df public schools "as gradually 
replaced by bui ldings Hith more complex plans. such as the 
Southwest School (ON 645), although the basic gable-fronted 
one-rODm fonu Has still usc,d Hell into the tvlentieth centu­
ry, as "xemplified by the Springfield School <ON 351) bui It 
in the 1920s. In the towns, which experienced rapid grol'lth 
during the late nineteenth and eat'ly twentieth centut'ies, 
t'l/o-story multi-room frame high school buildings Here 
erected, In the 19205 and 1930s architect­
designed brick school buildings such as the Tabernacle 
School (ON 596) began to appear in tmms and alsD in rural 
locations. 

S!Gl{JFICANCE: 

Chur-ch buildings l~eflect the development of religion in 
Onslot·, County. The perSistence of the nave plan and the 
simplicity of exterior treatments are evidence of the 
cOllservatism of the county's rural conqr-ezations, Llke\'lise, 
the occurrence of 'ilOoden grave markers U i n '-'church cemeter ies 
prOVides evidence of the tenacity of folk traditions in the 
area, as \'le11 as of the thl~iftiness imnosed on the folk by 
the ec.:onomics of poverty and isolation~ Early schoolhouses 
exhibit similarities to church form and features! in part 
due to the silnilarity of function and in part due to the 
thrjft of communities and early school boards. For thes9 
reasons j Onslo~l County's early church and school buildings 
are significant under National Register' critel-ia A and C 
through their association with the historic development of 
Dn::;lo'tl County, and as significant architectural ldorks 
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individually and - in the case of the churches - in 
conj unction~ wi th cemeteries. 

REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS: 

Twenty-nine religious buildings were surveyed in Onslow 
County. Of these, six rural churches ~Iere deemed individu­
ally eligible for- the National Register. Three churches 
one in Swansboro and two in Richlands - ~lOuld qualify as 
contr-ibuting structures in potential National Register 
districts. Of the twenty-one educational bUildings sur­
veyed, two rural schools and four in-town educational 
buildings qualify for the National Register individually or 
as contributing structures in districts. 

For many of Onsl0l1 County's rural churches, the thrift 
and conser-vat iSla of the congregat ions has prevented maj or 
alterations to the architectural fabric of individual church 
buildings. Several church-related cemeteries retain many 
T,'louden grave markers, a1 though these are threatened by 
neglect. Many Onslow County churches therefore exhibit the 
integri ty of original or early arch! tectural form, featul"'es, 
and finishes reqUired for National Register listing. 
Archi tectural integrity has not been preserved for as many 
of the county's early schoolhouses, but when it has l se­
lected stl'uctm'es are also eligible for listing. 
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F. 5. CmL'IERCIAL BUILDI)lGS 

DESCRIPTION: 

STORES: 

In Onslo\'l County! the most basic form of cOfllJuercial 
architecture to survive is the commissary, a stor'e rOOID for­
goods to be sold to a limited clientele, such as the \'lork­
force of a large farm, and opened infr'equently, as \'lhen a 
consignment of goods arrives or \'I1\en a customer desires to 
IlBke a pUl~chase, Only two tr'ue commissaries were discovered 
during the course of the architectural survey one being 
the first Ignatius M. L. Brock Store (ON (6) near- Richlands, 
a diminutive gable-fronted frame structure dating- to the 
late nineteenth century. Other small rural retail estab­
lishments operated virtually as commissaries, since they 
Here normally patronized by a limited local community, but 
in size, in their placement on a public thoroughfare, and in 
their rellular business hours these structures clear-l y 
func-t ion~d as storES and not as commissaries. One- part icu­
larly fin{--:! exa.mple of this class of country stor-es is the 
second Ignatius H. L. Brock Store (early twentieth century) 
"hich is considerably lat'ger than the first stOl'e but shares 
its gable-fronted entry facade. 

SUl~viving Onslow County commercial architecture is 
indistinguishable from that built else\1here in small town 
America_ Star-e bulldinl1-s are one or tltlO stories in hellI-ht, 
of frame 01' brick const~uction, and they are entered th~ough 
their shorter sides -- nOl~mally their gable ends - Hilieh 2r-?:! 
invariably oriented to a street or road. The two oldest 
cOlnmercial structures in the county, the -"'il-
liam P. Ferrand Store 0)1 762) and the Robert Spence McLean 
Store (0)1 780), both built circa 1839 on Front Street in 
S\'lansboro, are not unlike later store buildings in their 
basic gable-fr"onted form, The Fc>r r Ci.nd Stor"(~ is unusual in 
that it is the only sUl~viving nineteenth century brick 
building (excluding outbuildings) i;-j the county, and it 1s 
one of only three brick bUildings knovm to have been built 
in the COlJllty durjflp" the nineteenth cl?ntury. fllliliam P. 
Ferrand probably ch~se to build in brick as a precaution 
agai_Tlst fire, since his first store building on the site was 
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destr"oyed by fire in 1838. Brick Jll3.y also have served as an 
advert'tseruerlt and assurance of the permanence and respect­
ability of Ferrand's business activities. Both the Ferrand 
Store and the neighboring Robert Spence McLean Stol~e have 
beaded ceilinQ joists. The l1c:Lean :::tore also has mid-­
nineteent.h ce~tury machine-made wallpaper on its flushboard 
walls. 

The main commercial streets of the three principal 
Onslow County "towns ",ere bui 1 t up Hi th one- and hlO-stOl'Y 
frame store bUildings during the boom years of the late 
nineteenth century. Multiple fires devastated the dmmtmms 
of Jacksonville and Richlands, and merchants rebuilt in 
brick. The Hinton and Koolice Store (On 492) on Court Street 
in Jacksonville, built in 1901, displays a fanciful parapet 
,.,ith arched central windo\'l, flanking round grills, and a 
pr-essed metal cornice topped by urn-like finials. Less 
E labQrate Ol"!-J31fl'2ntation \·/·:ts .st.t~.:TJptf:d f,-:J~· most. b!~ick ·':OlIlJue:r~ 

cia1 bUildings of the period! consisting usually of cor-
bel hJd brick courses, arched windm;s, and (although it does 
Lot survive) painted or applied signage. 

The largest cOJnmercial bUildings wer~ the 
'tlholesale/retail outlets bui 1 t in the three principal towns 
and Verona. The Humphrey Retail arrd vlholesale COlupany 
Building (ON 667) of 1912 at Verona is one of the better­
preserved of these str'uctures, \'Ii tt two-t ier por-ches on 
iTont! sides, and rear and ::;:.econd-i loor ~:. '.Jing qU6rters. 
The second floors of mD':::i:"- C'-I ""'::h·? 0t;;er ~.-:.'.-:-K'::' cc.muw::-cjal 
building';:,. ~fler2 devoted 1:C t.uL~ S1_ordge. Several of these 
"t·ui Idin'ds have their o:cigl:n.8.1 elev2i±::ors, and four- the J1. B. 
Steed St'ore (ON 266) andJthe Richl::::-~d!::; SU~'ply Company 
Building (ON 264) in Rir.:::::hlaY.ujs) an'~ the wa.tson-Parkin Store 
([l1~ 309) and the Harry Moore Store (ON 783) in S\'lansboro-­
have extensive ori'.2"inal shelving vlith turned counter and 

'.J '----' 

shelf supports. 

BAnKS; 

As t'he county grei-'l in population and finances became 
!L'Ore complicdted , banks Here estab~ished :'n JacksoIlville and 
~ichlands. Operatln~ at first from ordinary commercial 
~od8ings! by the 192'05 these banks raised ti'lO-story brick 
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headquartel'S buildings. The Bank of OnslOl, Building (Ol! 
475) and Bank of Richlands Building (ON 258) "ere 
the most sophisticated bUildings of their time in the 
county, \,/i th colossal pi lastered facades and Beaux Arts and 
Art Deco detailing. 

OFFICES: 

Professionals such as doctors and lawyers normally 
located their .offices in tmms, convenient to their clien­
tele. Profess1onal offices often bor-e a close resemblance 
to stor'e buildings, and they usually stood in the yard 
beside the residence of t.he professiona 1. In J acksonv i lIe 
these offices \'/ere one-story~ end-entry frame structur"es 
sited directly on the street. One early example of this 
type 8ur-viw::s, - t.he mid-nineteenth century Pelletier House 
(em 527). This one-story offie:e had a back r"oom used as 
living quarters. . 

S I G11J F I CAfICE: 

Downtoh'Yl commercial bui Idings provide evidence of the 
econ01uic forces that frave rise to Onslo\'l County to'dns, be 
tbey the turpentining; shipping, and lumber-ing'that forrr:ed 
the basis of Swansboro's early and later prosperity, or the 
:fal1roading, lumbering, and agriculture that spurred the 
development of Jacksonville and Richlands in the late 
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Country store 
buildiTl\lE:, and those in the small railroad c~Olmnunities alone 
the Wil~ington, Onslow, and East Carolina Railroad (later U 

knol--m as the Seaboard Line) are evidence of the same econom­
ic forces at work in rural areas. They are also evidence of 
the fOrlna.tion and function of collection and distribution 
centers outside the princ"ipal to~·ms. For these reasons, 
Ulanv 01" Onslow C:ounty's commercial buildin:;;s have lor.::~al 

sig~ificance ll11der N~tional Register Crite~ioll A. 

A number of Onslo'd County's commercial bUildings Eire 
also locally sig:llficant under Criterion C, as embodying 
distinctive characteristics of a type, period, and method of 
c"onstruction, and ~ occasionally - as examples of quality 
\'lorkmanshlp, Such charac"teristic~s as the ear-Iy occ-urrenC:E 
and persistence of the gable front, t.he adoption of brick as 
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the standard building matedal at the beginning of the 
twentieth century, and the presence of decorative facade and 
interior features all contribute to the architectural 
character- of Onslo~ ... County's cOll'luercial bui Iding-s. 

REG J STRA TI ON REQIJ I RENENTS: 

Seventy-one commercial bUildings I'lere surveyed in 
OnslOYI County. Nearly half of these are located in proposed 
National Register districts I'Ihe1"e a majodty Hill be classi­
fied as contributing structures. Five commel'cial buildinQ's 
outside of districts have been determined eligible for th~ 
National. Register. 

EligIble cc'mmercial proper·ties should possess most of 
the physic::tl characteristics outlined auove in IISignift-­
cBrtceH , An exception Jooy be taken into aCCllunt in determin­
i.ng the 8ligt bill ty of some altered commercIal buildings. 
S:ince cwne:rship uHd function of COlHILQ! .... ::i.al bl;i!d.ings cf-"Lea 
changed frequently, some lDodifications to the entry, display 
\'lindo~·JS, and :!.nterior- should be alloNable for contributing 
buildings ill distrit.::-ts when the upper portion of the facade 
retains original or early architectural features and con­
tributes to the overall character of the streetscape," This 
exception would not apply to individually e 1 igi ble bui ld~~ 
ings. )lost commercial bUildings in SHansboro and Richlands 
ar-e located at the heart of potential ITatlonal Register 
distr-ic:ts and form cammer-cdal blocks with comparatively h:i.g"h 
overall architectural and historic integrity. 
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G. ~UM_}[ARY _OF I DElH I F I CAT I ON AND EVALUA TI Oft METHODS 

The 1987-88 Onslow County (North Carolina) Architectur­
al Servey vias conducted by Dan Pezzoni for the Onslo\'! County 
Museum and the Survey and Planning Branch of the North . 
Carolina Division of' Archives and~History. Dan Pezzoni 
holds a bachelor of architecture degree from Virginia 
Polytechnic Institute and State University and a masters of 
archi tecture degr'.ee with an emphasis in pl-eservation from 
the same institution. Prior to the Onslow County survey, 
Dan Pezzoni participated in architectural surveys in Virgin­
ia and preservation work in Virginia and vlashington state. 
Ont-;lc\'1 County }luseum st-aff and volunteers \Vho assisted wj.th 
tlJ!;;: E-l.'T'ley jj-lclu'Clc-.;d Wanda Cole, Lori Hanis, Presha Merritt., 
al)~ Alber~ ~otts. 

The OJlslow County Architectl1ral Survey began in Octcb~r 
1987 ar~d cuneI uded Gctober 1988. The Survey documen t.ed 870 
properties and groups of properties. Every property appear­
inQ: 1::1-1 USGS maps and dating to the mid-t\'lentieth centui-·v Dl~ 
ea?Ji?'c vlas examined, and many histol~ically and archite;;tur­
ally sig!1ifi(::ant pruperties omitted f"rom USGS maps were 
survEyed. Every pre-Civil War property and most properties 
datiL>' to before World War II were surveyed. Properties 
from ~he latter group that were surveyed'included'all large 
houses, all smaller and relativelv unaltered vernacular 
houses, all small popular house types such as bungalows in 
pote"t.ial National Register districts, some popular house 
types outside potential districts, all large groupings of 
agricultural structures with or without associated signifi­
c·ant houses, and all religious, educational, commercial, 
industrial, and transportation-related properties. Proper­
ties dating to before World War II (and almost entirely 
after 1900) that were not surveyed include smaller vernacu­
lar r.:.::Ju:=.es lacking architectural integrity, most small 
popular house types outside potential districts, and indi­
vidual, unprepossessing agricultural structures or small 
grouFings of such structures unassociated with significant 
hOijSe~ .• 

A number of properties dating from the post-World War 
II pE!-iod wel-e also surveyed. These included structures 
sUr:"h .~s small country stores that represented a continuation 
of e3.::-11er forms into the post-war era, industl~ial complexes 
:::-uch '=:'8 rDll~-.'r lnills al1d sa\·;mills, and important sites such 
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as churches and large commercial structures in -the down-
tov-/ns. A large number of mili·tary, domestic} and commercLs.l 
structures associated with Camp Lejeune and Camp Davis and 
dating from the 19408 remain to be surveyed. A survey of 
these structures is v/arranted for the 19908 1 when many of 
them will achieve potential National Register status. 

The persistence of Onslow County's vernacular building 
tradition into the middle of the twentieth century gave rise 
to an inclusive survey design. The usual chronological cut­
off dates that are applied in other county surveys IVer·e 
found to be inappropriate for Onslow County, where archaic 
building traits such as log construction and mud-and-stic'k 
chimney raising continued well after 1900, and deserved 
examination. The l-apid expansion of the domestic and 
commercial infrastructure of Camp Lejeune, centered on 
Jacksonv1,1],e, and its adverse affects on the county's 
a,rebi tectur3.1 resources dating to befo:t'e vlorlct \Ilal-- I I, 
argued for a survey that would include even quite recel1t 
elidangered Etructures. 

Tl-le rE":posltory for r:1B.terials g-erH~rated by th£"-: s:ur',;-l:C:"~ ~s 

the S~lrvey aIld Planning Br'anch of the North Carolina D1'!~­
:;::;ion of, Ai'chives and History, in F~aleigh, North Carolina. 
Files for each of the .:37(1 sites include COlliputerized dat--'i 
sheets bearing sketch plans, architectural notation, an0 
note~s of oral interviews, additional information fronl 
secondary source rnat-erials, black. and Hhi te photographic 
couta,ct ~..;h2ets, and nacrative architectural and historic 
descriptions. The Ilarr'ative descriptions, some accompan~e~ 
by photographsJ and pal'tial data sheets constitute a. le<::::.:;::. 
ex·tensive site file located at the Onslow County Museum in 
Onslow COUTlty, Nortll Carolina. The Survey and Plannin~ 
Branch is also the reposi tOl~Y for USGS maps lndicat ing'-----'tn.e 
location of surveyed sites, approximately six hundred cc:"or­
slides of surveyed sites, and reports and correspondence 
relating to the survey. 

The id2ntification of sites eligible for the NatioLal 
R~gi~.tE::l· of H.istor ic Places Has an important B:=:.pect. of t:-:e 
surVEy. Sites were deEmed eligible if they satisfied tl!e 
NDt.ional Register Critel~i5. of Significance, i:f lhev d1s-· 
played sufficient architectural integrity, and if ~hey ~ere 
ill good physical condition and were assured, at least i~ t~~ 

.short run, C'ontinu~d maintenance. In some cases, sites --:-.n3-: 
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were deficient in some areas were considered eligible if 
they had outstanding qualities under any of the three 
headings of significance, 

The total number of OnsloVi County sites placed on the 
State Study List for nomination to the National Register at 
the July 21, 1988, meeting of the North Carolina Profession­
al RevieVi Cmmnitt"ee Vias thirty-eight individual sites, siz 
rura 1 d istr"icts, and three large resident ia 1 and commercia 1 
districts in the tOVins of Jacksonville, Richlands, and 
ISwansboro. T}Irt~e additional sites \'1111 be presented to the 
Revi",", Committ"e in January 1989. The majority of poten­
tially eligible individual and district sites axe dmTI'estic 
in chan::t<:::i;er, fo11o\\'ed in lessening frequency by comrnersia] J 

religious, an~ educational sites. At this w~iting there 3!"e 

1.)J.an~:; Y() nrJmi.nai:e these gites in &. t'do"-nhase proiec·~·. SP3!":­

;ing the year"s 1983-1990, concentratingAfirst-oll~districts 
and individual sites in town, and later on rural districts 
and indi'lid1Jal :cur-a} sites. Due to the thoroughn(~:3s of the 
architectur.':.tl :=;urveYt it is not antjcipated ~,hat a s";l1bsta'cl­
tial number o~ additional sites dating to before 1941 will 
be found eligible ill the near future. 
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