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J\:J Ullollcred [J Moved Ori(Jir:.cd Silo 

DESCRIOE THE PHESENT AND Or'IGINAL. PHY.'JICAL /l.PPEI\RAt~GE 

lViount." an. early nineteo.n:th centUJ:'Y house built, of brick la.id in 
bond, corwil3ts of a. two"~story main block fl"mked by 
Both the tb.ree-bay :main bloek and_ t.b.s w::Lngs have [fLee]? 

gable roofs and. high 1l'101ded w-ater table[:J beneatJ:l l'\fbich are ·small eight-paJ1Gd 
baS8Iuent 'Vlr.indows 

'j~he centr:-ll entranee of the no:cth (front) fa.eade is pI'otected by a 
single-f3to:r'y porch 1,\I":i-l:ih a hip roof EJU}){)ortod. by chamfE:lrod posts ',rhis 
porch, \'\f.hich extiends across t.b.e threo bays of the m.aj.rt bloek, I"Tas bui1t 
about 189L~, rep1acing a srnaller 1J\fooden portico which covered o.nly t.he 
central (::mtraneG bay. ~:he \nrindol~Ts OIl the front, of t.he main block and the 
livings (u'e ':111 alike, having nine-ovor-ni.no sash and stone lintels sUT'mounted 
by flat, arches The wi.ndOVfs on t.tt'c) sid8S and roar of ·the hO'use are also 
topped by flat. c1I'choG but lack tl.lf) storlG lintels A fine Inodillion cornice 
extends across the facade of the central block and the "wings 

The rea.r of the 1I1ain bloek has fi ,re 1...ri.ndows OIl t.ho fir~3t level and 
throe on the second with a pro;jecting brick entrance '(D -tJle collcu~ in t,hE3 
left bay under the water' table" Each ga.ble er1<1 contains tlliTO' EJlT12.11 
vii th fJix-over-six saf3.h .An off-cE:3.nter interior end chimney risef3 from the 
x'ear- slope of each gable. The gable of each wing is similarly treated., 
llav:ing two moall window'S and a chimnoy behind the of t,he roof 

The interior of the' main b10ck features a tran.sverse ha.ll vvit,h t;\rJO 

unequal rooms beyond The wings arE) entered t1:1.:r'ough door*1v'ays a.t 01 ther' end 
of t.lle hall '1'b.8 :Lntorior of lAyr JVJoLl.nt e:xtdbits consist.ent .handling of 
decorC:lti'vt) elements t.hrou.ghout thE) house All roo:ms have plaster w'allf3 
ahove a p,lne1ed, wainscot Th.:ls pew_oling usua.l1y consists of 8. ran.ge of 
sma.ll hor.:i.zont.r11 raised panels above a rem.ge of li:J.rger ver'Lic8.l on(:)s. f.r.bo 
Ttf.indows and. doors have pa.neled revea.ls and soffits 1'he 1nant01s on pro,ject-
:Lng chi:mney b:ceasts are more or less elaborate Vi':lI'iations on a. basic design 
~·J.b.iGh eo:m.bi:ne~3 pan.els 'wj:Lh variously far;b.:LorLed pilac-rters and moldj_ngs The 
f:Lno dotail of tho w'oodwork) togot.her lid.th the m.ibtle rela:tion~lJLp ()f t.he 
X'E)peti t.:Lon and variety, is la.rgely reElponsiblE) for the beauty of the 

The largest. room is the sou.t.h(,;/'ost p<lx'1.or" which cont.a.ins the most 
ol8,bora.te marrtel in the houBe Thii:J :mantol feat;u.f'8S a r'eedod cushion frieze 
and baxlds of incised geom.ot.ric designs Hupportc;ld by reeded pilasters 0 The 
pELneled overnw.nt.el reaCh(-3S to the ce:i.ljJJ.g a.nd is topped by <3. corbel cornice 
cons:i;-3ting of pointed :pend':-lnts, 1rIThich carrie~3 aroufld the entire room The 
room in the liJ8St wing contia.ins a 111.2,)1t.e1 which has a pcmeled overmantE31 
stmila:t:' to that in the large pa.:c1o:l'" but, not as ornate A llto1ded shelf is 
s1J~ppor'ted by CJ. pair of sm.all COJ1.fwlos abovo reeded pilasters. 1he eornice 
is SillLila.r t,o that in the southlArest parlor 

The sou t.heast parlor featut't) s a Ie ss elabora to mant,el 'wi thout an over­
It has two co:t'nice shelvet3, t.he 10vvor resting on reeded pilast.ers.; 

second, \riihich provides the ma,rl'Lel ~3holf"~ i[~l GUppo:cted by shorter rEJecied 
To tho riglrt of tJw f:ireplaco if) a ce:Ll .. :ing~·rligh clJpbotl.rd lIJ:i .. Lb. 

panellod doo:r'D" AI::, tJ18 top of th.o cupboard :i s a roW' of 

rn 
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surmoill1ted by a molded cornice which carries around the room The room 
in the east wing has the same arrangement with a similar mantel and a 
cupboard which lacks the row of dentils 

The second floor is approached by an open-string stair rising in 
three flights from the left side of the hall The stair has wave design 
brackets, balusters square in section, and an unmolded rail which terminates 
in a scrolled newel The paneled wainscot continues up the 'stair but is 
flat-paneled rather than raised as in the hall 

The plan of the second level is the same as the first The interiors, 
although not as elaborate, are quite similar to those on the first floor 
Each mantel has panels and reeded pilasters Doors at each end of the hall 
open into the finished attics of the wings, neither of which contains a 
fireplace An open string stair rises in two flights from the right side 
of the second floor hall to a finished attic The treatment of this stair 
is in the same manner as the main stair wi th flat paneled wainscot, ::quare 
balusters, and scrolled newel It is unusual to find such an elaborate 
secondary stair. The upper flight has been enclosed recently to conserve 
heat. There are two simple mantels on the third floor, each having a 
molded shelf above vertical flat panels The wainscot is of plain horizontal 
flush sheathing" 
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Abor iginol 0 E ducoti on 0 Political" 0 Urban Planning 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

William Kirkland is thought to have arrived in Hillsborough between 
1780 w1d 1790 By 1810 he had built a brick house on a large tract of 
land formerly owned· by William Courtney .. The house, called "Ayr Mount, 11 

apparently derived its name from the town of Ayr, Scotland, the Kirkland 
family home .. 

Kirkland died in 1836, leaving his estate to his wife; MargaJeG Scott 
Kirkland" Subsequently their son, John Umstead Kirkland, acquired Ayr 
Mount from the settlement of his mother's estate Jolm lived in the house 
until his death in 1879, whereupon the property descended to his wife, 
Elizabeth A~ Simpson Kirkland. On July 16, 1883, Samuel S. Kirkland, son 
of John and Elizabeth Kirkland, acting as trustee for Mrs. Hattie McLaren 
Kirkland (widow of John Kirkland, Jr .. ) and her children, purchased from 
Elizabeth I S estate 360 acres near Hillsborough "1rnown as Kirkland Home 
Tract and including Ayr Mount II In 1895 Hattie Kirkland made improvements 
to the house which included the present porch' on the main facade In 1908 
Mrs Kirkland died intestate and Ayr Mount passed to her six children .. 

W Samuel Simpson Kirkland, her only surviving child, now owns and lives' 
w in Ayr Mount 

Ayr Mount, one of the finest early houses in the Hillsborough area, 
is especially notable for its superlative woodwork and unusual floor plan 
It is rare today to find a house which retains so much of its original 
fabric, has been so sympathetically adapted to modern life, and has been 
lived in throughout its history by the descendants of its builder .. 
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