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Ayr Mounbt, an early nineteenth century house built of brick laid in
Flemish bond, consiste of a two-story main block flanked by single-story
wings. Both the three-bay main block and the two-bay wings have steep
gable roofs and high molded water tables bensath which are small eight-panced
bagenent windows.

The cenbral entrance of the north (front) facade is protected by a
single-story porch with a hip roof supported by chamfered posts. Thisg
porch, which extends across the three bays of the main block, wag builtb
about 189), replacing o smaller wooden portico which covered only the
central sntrance bay. The windows on the front of the main block and the
wings are all alike, having nine-over-nine sash and stone lintels surmounted
by flat arches. The windows on the sides and rear of the house are alsgo
topped by flat arches bub lack the stone lintels. A fine modillion cormice
extends across the facade of the central block and the wings.

The rear of the main block has five windows on the first level and
three on the second with a projecting brick entrance W the cellar in the
Jeft bay wnder the wabter table. Hach gable end contains two small windows
with gix~over-six sash. An off-center interior end chimney rises from the
rear slope of each gable. The gable of each wing is similarly treated,
having two swall windows and a chimneoy rising behind the ridge of the roof.

The interior of the-main block feabures a transverse hall with two
wnegual roomns beyond. The wings are entered through doorways al elther end
of the hall. The interior of Ayr Mount exhibitbs consistent handling of
decorative elements throughout the house. ALL rooms have plaster wallg
above a paneled walnscot. This paneling usually consists of a range of
small horizontal raised panels above a range of larger vertical ones. 'Th
windows and doors have paneled reveals and soffits. The mantels on projechH-
ing chimney bresstg are more or less elaborate vardations on a basic design
which combines panels with variously fashioned pilasters and moldings. The
fine detail of the woodwork, hogether with the subtle relationdip of the
repetition and variety, is largely responsible for the beauty of the interior

=

The largest room is the soupthwest parlor, which contains the most
alaborate nantel in the honse. This mantel features a reeded cushion frieze
and bands of dnelsed geomebric deslgns supported by reeded pilasters. The
panelead overmantel reaches to the ceiling and is topped by a corbel cornice
congistbing of polnted pendants, which carries around the entire room. The
room in the west wing contains a mantel which has a paneled overmantel
glmilar to that in the large parlor but not as ornate. A molded shelf is
supported by a pair of swall congoles above reeded pilasters. The cornice
ig similar to that in the southwest parlor.

The southeast parlor featurss a less elaborate mantel without an over-
mantel. Tt has two cornice shelves, the lower resting on reeded pllasters;
the second, which provides the mantel shelf, is supported by shorter reeded
pilasters. To the right of the {ireplace is a ceiling~high cupboard with
golid paneled doors. At the top of the cupboard is a row of pilorced dentils

3 28

i

11
i
A

S

P13 n¢d

N O

S



HETRRFLN GMETED STATES DEPARTMER 0 M Hrioriur STATE
(Sul 40 RIK SERVICE 5
{Suly 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVIC North Carolina

MATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES |counTy
' Orange
IHVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM &
. FOR NPS USE ONLY
’ ENTRY NUMBEB DATE

(Continuation Sheet)

(Numbay all entrles)

T

surmounted by a molded cornice which carries around the room. The room
in the east wing has the same arrangement with a similar mantel and a
cupboard which lacks the row of dentils.

The second floor is approached by an open-string stair rising in
three flights from the left side of the hall. The stair has wave design
brackets, balusters square in section, and an unmolded rail which terminates
in a scrolled newel. The paneled wainscot continues up the stair but is
flat-paneled rather than raised as in the hall.

The plan of the second level is the same as the first. The interiors,
although not as elaborate, are quite similar to those on the first floor.
Tach mantel has panels and reeded pilasters. Doors at esach end of the hall
open into the finished attics of the wings, neither of which contains a
fireplace. An open string stair rises in two flights from the right side
of the second floor hall to a finished attic. The treatment of this stair
is in the same manner as the main stair with flat paneled wainscot, sjuare
balusters, and scrolled newel. It is unusual to find such an elaborate
secondary stair. The upper flight has been enclosed recently to conserve
heat, There are two simple mantels on the third floor, each having a
molded shelf abows wvertical flat panels. The wainscot is of plain horizontal

flush sheathing.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

William Kirkland is thought to have arrived in Hillsborough between
1780 and 1790. By 1810 he had built a brick house on a large tract of
land formerly owned by William Courtney. The house, called "Ayr Mount,"
apparently derived its name from the town of Ayr, Scotland, the Kirkland
family home.

Kirkland died in 1836, leaving his estate to his wife, Margamt Scott
Kirkland. Subsequently their son, John Umstead Kirkland, acquired Ayr
Mount from the settlement of his mother's estate. John lived in the house
until his death in 1879, whereupon the property descended to his wife,
Elizabeth A. Simpson Kirkland. On July 16, 1883, Samuel S. Kirkland, son
of John and Flizabeth Kirkland, acting as trustee for Mrs. Hattie McLaren
Kirkland (widow of John Kirkland, Jr.) and her children, purchased from
Elizabeth's estate 360 acres near Hillsborough "known as Kirkland Home
Tract and including Ayr Mount." In 1895 Hattie Kirkland made improvements
to the house which included the present porch on the main facade. In 1908
Mrs. Kirkland died intestate, and Ayr Mount passed to her six children.
Samuel Simpson Kirkland, her only surviving child, now owns and lives
in Ayr Mount.

Ayr Mount, one of the finest early houses in the Hillsborough area,
is especlally notable for its superlative woodwork and unusual floor plan.
It is rare today to find a house which retains so much of its original
fabric, has been so sympathetically adapted to modern life, and has been
lived in throughout its history by the descendants of its builder.
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