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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The oldest portion of the Burwell School was a two-story frame dwelling
having a hall and parlor plan built early in the nineteenth century. It
measured approximately 18 feet by 24 feet. In 1848 the Reverend Robert
Burwell employed Captain John Berry to enlarge the house. Berry was the
architect of the Orange County Courthouse in Hillsborough and is known to
have enlarged and embellished many houses in the region. His work was
heavily influenced by nineteenth century architectural books. His personal
copy of The Young Carpenter's Asgsistant by Owen Biddle is preserved in the
Art Library of the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. Many of his
mantels in the area, particularly ones still in place in the Burwell School,
can be traced to designs found in Asher Benjamin's The Practical House Carpen

Ler

and Practice of Architecture. Under Berry the house was given its present
central hall plan, the two older rooms lying on one side of the hall and two
new ones on the other. This created a new east-west orientation for the
building. The resulting principal five-bay facade facing east featured a
one-gtory shed porch running the full 52 feet. With its moulded weather-
boards, green blinds and shed porch the building was far more closely related
to older structures than to the then popular Greek Revival mode typified by
Berry's Courthouse nearby.

In the late nineteenth century the house was remodeled by Jule Gilmer
Korner of Kernersville, a noted local artist and designer of the period.
Some of Korner's modifications included a bracket cornice, "gingerbread"
porch, a new stair in the hall and several mantels including a marble one

in the parlor.

The Burwell School sits on a large sloping lot in a beautiful grove of
hardwood trees. BHspecially notable is the immense linden near the southeast
corner of the house. At the rear of the house is a picturesque two-room
brick kitchen. In the garden an early brick privy has survived.

The work carried out by the Historic Hillsborough Commission since 1965
has consisted of the maintenance of the grounds and dependencies, the
restoration of the exterior of the house to its midnineteenth century appear-
ance and the preservation of the best features of the various periods on

the interior.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Burwell School in Hillsborough was typical of the female boarding
academies so important in the educational system ofwmid=nineteenth century
North Carolina. The Presbyterian school operated for twenty years,
1837-1857, and was an outstanding "female school.” The Reverend Robert
Burwell and his wife Anna were a young Virginia couple of distinguished
ancestry who dispensed '"knowledge and virtue, efficiency and good manners"
to girls from eight to eighteen. Mrs. Burwell became well known as "the .
first woman teacher in North Carolina'" as she successfully managed her
gchool of 40 students and her large family., In 1857 the Burwells moved to
Charlotte to take charge of the Charlotte Female Institute (now Queens
College) and in 1871 the Reverend Burwell and his son, Captain John Bott
Burwell, moved to Raleigh where they were in charge of Peace Institute.

The Burwell School was originally the Presbyterian manse and a much
smaller building. In 1848 Reverend Burwell contracted with Captain
John Berry to enlarge the house which created the present central hall

plan, ‘

In 1862 the Reverend Burwell sold four lots in Hillsborough to v
Thomas D. Warren, Elizabeth A, Collins, Ann C. Blount, and Henrietta E.
Page, all of them refugees from Chowan County. The Collins family were
the owners of "Somerset Place" and had other large landholdings in the
eastern section of the state. The Burwell School was so overcrowded
during the Civil War that it became known as "the Beehive."

One of the most famous rooms in the school is Mrs. Burwell's little
"Prayer Room," which is also associated with Mrs. Burwell's "Aunt Bott's"
love affair with the architect, Benjamin Henry Latrobe.

The property changed hands six times between 1862 and 1895 when it
was purchased by Dr. John S. Spurgeon. One of the ouwners, thought to
have been Mrs. Charles M. Parks, was responsible for the alterations made
in the house by a Mr. Korner of Kernersville. This work, done in the
1890s, accounts for the loss of several good mantels and the addition of
"gingerbread." In 1965 the Spurgeon heirs sold the property to the
Historic Hillsborough Commission which has undertaken the preservation
of the house. The commission plans to develop the property as a visitor
center for Historic Hillsborough. The building will also serve as head-
quarters for the commission and the Hillsborough Historical Society,
and will be available far wse by other organizations.
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[12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTI TIONA

As the designated State LLiaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
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National Register.
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