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(Cllcck Ofl':) 

ExeC'II>:eI1\ C:'i Good [] Dc·l(:rioroted [J r~lJil1:J 

(GllllCk Ouo) 

Unolt<1rc:d Origil1lJI Site 

PH'{SICi'L. APpeARANCE 

~'1!J.(:, Hazel (Hast).ll) -Nash House CO:r.ls:i.sts of a t"\>vo""story ped:Lmented 
cent:;;"al block fl~lnked by a pair of p{;d.im.,:;::nted single-story wings \) It 1-Jas 
prob:tbly built from pIa te 37 of' Robert I101':tis f s Rural Archi tectur~) . (London" 
1750) ·~Ii:i.th moldod \..;reath(-;.l"'DOards on a foundation oj:·G:t:;'j~c·j{I;l.{(I-inFlE;mj.sh 
bond . ., 

1'118 south (front) fa.cade of the main block is three bays l'rlde In th 
thl~ inain ent.rance in the right bay (.) The double door has raised panels on 
f:Lllots and is su.rmounted by a. ltll"'ge transom containing t~IjO rows of five 
lights", The first st.ory is covered by a single-story porch suppo:cted by 
Ionic colu.nms <II TJ.r1i~'J appears to bl3 a 1:x:t,19r addi tiono The second story also 
hc.d a floor in the right b2 .. y \.J"hich has been converted into a large vvindoH Q 

The pcd.im8nt contains a central Pa.lladian 1dnd01.-l that is a replac8111ent for 
a smr.l.l1er arched opening", 'rhe \>rindovIS in this sectton have nine-over-nine VI 

8a.~Jh. on tho fir3t. level and nine-aver-six on the second", ["':1 

The 1.vinga are set back slightly from the main block and t~ach contains 
a mullioned windo';iJ' and a louvered vent in the ty··mpanurn.. Interior chi!i1..l"1eys 
rise from thi3 lE~ft side of the main block and from the ea.s't side of the 
I'ight v~'inG ~ 

The intm:'ior of the centra.l block is a side-hall plan with a large 
parlor t.o the 1·Je~3t. The stair rises f:corn the right side of the entrance 
hall and 11:3.3 sim.ple square 'ba.lusters and a :mold(~d st:d.nger ~ An enclosed 
Dtcdr loca.ted under the main .stair descends to a full basement Q Tho t.;a118 
in tho 11;::;.11 a1'8 pla.ster above a horizontally pa.n81ed wainscott) 

(rhe p.3.rlor contains an. early Federa.l mantel ~<J'ith reeded trim.. It is 
loea.ted on the i'lest wall and is flanked by a pair of high arch<.~d openings 
framed by molded architrav~s with key3tones o The arch to the left leads in­
to a s~';jall room l:Lghted by two windmvs 011 The right arch connects tr:8 pc,rlor 
and the weat wing. 

The west wing conta:Ln:3 one room with a fireplac(~ in tht3 southeast 
corn';)!" I'> The mantel is sirnilar in design to the one in the parlor 11> The 
no:rth -vrall of this room has been moved fO~'rard and a wi.ndo"\<l on t11e 1!8S't side 
has been bricked in to accomodate the addition of a modern ldtchen on the 
nort,h side 0 

The east 'N"ing is entered through a p,?ssage under the stair in tb.8 en­
trance hall. 'I'1:'ds ,..ring contains two rooms with corner fireplaces in the e.3.st 
\i.:lllo The room in the rear appears to be a Greek Ran val addi tiol1o 

The second floor has a. side-hall with a large bedroom to the west o The 
hall has been partitioned into thre t3 separllte rooms and ret;;-.dns little of its; 
origin.J.l cha.ract/:::r.. The stair continues in tHO flights to a finished attic <> 

Trlis level contains some of' the earliest inte:i.""iors in the house, includin~ 
a boa.rd-J.nd-batten door with H-and-L hil1ge~3 and rose headed n3.ils (> 
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On March 26, 1787, the Commissioners of the Town of Hillsborough deed;a 
ed lots 56, 57, and 58 to John Stokes for ~3" Stokes sold the lots at I 
public auction in July 1819 to Archibald Do JvIurphey" Murphey ~-Jas active in I' 

No~th Carolina politics, serving as a state senator and as a judge of 
superior court", He vIas especially interested in progressive state educatio-1:1 
and, though his ideas were not widely accepted during his lifetime, he is 
nOH referred to as the father of public education in North Carolina.. He is 
also remembered as an avid collector of historical manuscripts. I 

~Iurp~ey sold his, lo~s .on -July 27, 1819, to Eliza Goo Hasell.. She is I 
thOli,sht to' ha~Te had the Hazel(Hasell);'Nash .House built on lot 58 about 
1820 In' 1828 she married Wi'lliamPlumnler' and moved to P:;:-ince Ed:-lard 
County, Virginia, ·'selling "the h011s'e and lots .... oo on Hhich the said 
Eliza lately resided ll to Samuel Sirripson for $3,000 0 The property ~-Tas in­
he:;:-i ted by Simpson t s daughter ,-'Mary Simpson Nash, and' upon her death in 
1897 it passed to her sister~in-law, Annie So Nash" . In 1921 the house 
Has acquired by AQ' Ho Graham,' a lieutenant governor of North Carolina and 
the grandson of Governor William A .. Graham g On August 20, 1935, the 
house was purchased from the Grahams by Dr" 'Ho W" Moore, the present OI'lner Q 

I 

The Hazel(Hasell)-Nash House remains as one of the finest examples 
of the architectural influence of Robert Morris in North Carolina. It 
departed from Horris I s plate 37, hm-J8ver, in that the \·rings '-Tere changed 
from stumpy projections to clean-cut, pedimental wingso As such, Thomas 
\vaterman deems it lithe cuL11ination of the Morris type g
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