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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Duncan Cameron, a young Virginia lawyer, later to become one of the
wealthiest and most influential men in North Carolina, is thought to have
built the Nash Law Office between 1801 and 1807. In 18071 he purchased from
James Webb lots 10 and 13, which included several substantial buildings, and
in 1807 he sold the property to another young lawyer, Frederick Nash. This
transaction involved lots 10, 11, 13, 1L, and 16, which induded a total of
five acres with a dwelling house, law office, kitchen, wash house, barn, and
several other outbuildings.

Frederick Nash, born in New Bern in 1781, was the son of Abner Nash,
governor of North Carolina from 1780 to 1781, and nephew of Francis Nash,
revolutionary patriot. After graduating from Princeton College in 1799,
Frelrick Nash represented both New Bern and Hillsborough in the North Caroclina
General Assembly. He distinguished himself as a jurist, served as judge of
the superior court (1818-1826, 1836-18Lk), as justice of the supreme court
(18111-1852) , and concluded his judicial career as chief justice of the North
Carolina Supreme Court, a position he held from 1852 until his death in 1858
Throughout Nash's career as a Jjurist, his office, which he used for over
fifty years, served as a law school in which various notable young men, such
as Whig congressman Abner Rencher, read law under Judge Nash.

Pollowing Chief Justice Nash's death, his daughters, Sally and Maria
Nash, along with their cousin, Sara Kollock, opened a "school for young
ladies" known as the Nash and Kollock School, patterned after the Burwell
School, also in Hillsborough, which had closed in 1857. Beginning in 1859
music lessons for the school were held in the former law office. Two rooms
were added to the west facade about 1863 to provide additional practice
rooms and a residence for Sara Kollock. The building was used as a music
studio until Sarah Kollock's death in 1907.

On February 25, 1932, Hattie V. Brown bought the half of lot 10 which
included the Nash Law (Office. The property then passed through several hands
until it was purchased by the Hillsborough Historical Society in 1970.

The Nash Iaw Office is the oldest of its kind in Hillsborough, a town
that was once a center of state political and social activity. The small
office is a valuable link not only with Hillsborough's eventful past, but
also with The distinguished career of Judge Nash, one of the town's most
illustrious citizens.
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