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Playmakers Theatre is a temple-form building of rusticated stucco on
brick with a prostyle tetrastyle Corinthian portico on the front (east)
facade. The fluted columns display an individualized rendering of the
Corinthian order with full Abttic bases and elaborate capitals composed of
sculptured corn, wheat, and tobacco. The central entrance contains a large
paneled double door surmounted by a five~light transom and framed by a

crossetted architrave. The flanking windows, which have lost their originall

sash, now serve as a ticket window and a billboard for the Playmakers
Theatre which occupies the building. The portico has a most interesting
entablature which is quite simplified from the usual Corinthian ones, being
embellished only with widely spaced stylized modillions. The entablature
carries around the building.

The north and south sides have fourteen bays separated by pilasters
above a high stucco watertable. FTach alternate bay is accented by a large
window with nine-over-nine sash. There is a side entrance under the window
in the seventh bay on either side.

The pedimented rear facade has a central entrance which is like that
on the front, except that there is additional paneling above the double door
instead of a transom. The doorway is flanked by pilasters like those along
the sides of the building.

The interior retains little evidence of its original arrangement, for
when the building, designed as a ballroom, was adapted for use as a library,
a bath house, the school of law, and a theater, various alterations were
made. AL present the interior congits of a transverse hall with the theater
boyond. AL olthor ond ol tho hall dp o otnlr which mloon Lo Lho balcony.
The auditborium, ontered bhrough two doorg locabted on bthe west wall of the
hall, features a steep 8loping floor and plaster walls. The walls are
divided by molded stringers with fourteen bays separated by attenuated
paneled pilasters which support an entablature. Rach third hay contains a
large window with the glass painted to keep out light. Dominating the
west wall of the suditorium is the proscenium opening which is surrounded
by heavy moldings with an ornamental ertouche in the center of the top.
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STATEMENT OF SIGMIFICANCE

In 1848 the Di and Phi Literary Socielies petitioned the Board of
Trustees of the University of North Carolina to erect a building to be
used for dances and alumni meetings. The bullding is thought to have
been designed by A. J. Davis, of the New York architectural firm of Town
and Davis, who had designed the Capitol in Raleigh (1833-18L0). The
contractor for the structure was John Berry of Hillsborough, designer and
builder of the Orange County Courthouse, built in 184)i. The new building

was completed in 1850 at a cost of $10,363.63 and was named Smith Hall in
honor of former Governor Benjamin Smith, who had given the university f
20,000 acres of. land. %

During the century that followed, Smith Hall was used for a wide
variety of university activities. By 1885, since another building had
been provided for dancing, the library was moved into Smith Hall, and a
chemistry laboratory was set up in the basement. In 1893 the building-
became the University Bath House, serving 500 students. The University
of North Carolina School of Iaw, the next occupant of Smith Hall, remained
there until 1925. On November 23, 1925, Smith Hall was-dedicated as the
Playmakers Theatre, the home of the Carolina Playmakers to the present.
Among tle notable alumni of this group are novelist Thomas Wolfe, actor
Andy Griffith, editor and writer Jonathan Daniels, dramatists Paul Green
and Kermit Hunter.

The Playmakers Theatre's superb inventive order is quite important
architecturally in that it varies from tradition by having capitals
decorated with wheat, corn, and tobacco, rather than the usual acanthus
leaves or other clasgsic motifs and employs an entablature with only ﬂ
minimal detail. The building is one of the oldest on the campus of the
University of North Carolina and houses the nationally recognized

Carolina Playmakers.




Henderson, Archipald (ed ). Pioneering A People's Theatre. . Chapel Hill,
North Carolina: The Universily of North Caroling Press, 1945.

Iefler, Hugh and Paul Wager (eds.). Orange County: 1752-1952. Chapel
Hill, North Carolina: The Orange Printshop, 1953,

Spearman, Walter, The Carollna Playmakers: The First Fifty Years. Chapel
Hill, North Carolina: The University of North Carolina Press, 1970.
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