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E)(ce lion! 
CONDITION 

(CI1ecf( Ono) 

o Deteriorated Cl Ruin!> 

(CII<:H:/, One) 

[l Movod GSt Origlr;al Sila 

Playmakers 'rheatre is a telnple-form building of rusticated stucco on 
brick with a prostyle tetrastyle Corinthian portico on the front (east) 
facade The fluted columns display an individualized rendering of the 
Corinthian order with full Attic bases and elaborate capitals composed of 
sculptured corn, wheat, and tobacco The central entrance contains a large 
paneled double door surmounted by a five-light transom an.d frall1ed by a 
crossetted architrave The flanking windows which have lost their 
sash, now serve as a ticket window and a billboard for the Playmakers 
Theatre which occupies the building' The portico has a most interesting 
entablature which is quite simplified from the usual Corinthian ones, being 
embellished only with widely spaced stylized modillions The entablature 
carries around the buildil~ 

The north and south sides have fourteen bays separated by pilasters 
above a high stucco watertable@ Each alternate bay is accented by a large 
window with nine-over-nine sash There is a side entrance under the window m 
in th~ soventh bay on either side m 

The pedimented rear facade has a central entrance which is like that 
on the front, except that there is additional paneling above the double door 
instead of a trru1som. The doorway is flanked by pilasters like those along ~ 

the sides of the building 0 

The interior retains little evidence of its original arrangement, for 
when the building, designed as a ballroom, was adapted for use as a library, 
a bath house, the school of law, and a theater, various alterations were 
ron, de At present tho interior cons:j,'1l~18 of n. trnnnvorno hall with 'Lhe thoatGr -I 
boy·ond,. A'L o:Lt.hor owl of tho hnJJ. J(1 II. nLll.lr 'wltJch l':L(JOLl to 'Lho bll.lcOJ1Y 
The auditorium, ontorod through two doors loco.tod on tho wost wall of the 
hall, features a steep sloping floor and plaster walls. The walls are 
divided by moldod stringers with fourteen bays separated by attenuated 
paneled pilasters which support) on entablature E,J~ch third bay contains a 
large window with the· glass painted to keep out light ·Dominating the 
west wall of the auditorium is the proscenium opening which is surroill1ded 
by heavy moldings with an ornamental mrtouche the center of the top 
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o 181h Century 

191" Century 

Political 
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I050phy 
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::locio I/Humon· 

iladan 

Thealer 

Transportation 

o 20lh Century 

0 Urban Planning 

~ Other (Specify) 

In 18tt8 tho Di and Phi terary Societies petitioned the Board of 
Trustees of the University of North Carolina to erect a building to be 
used for dances and alumni meetings The building is thought to hav:e 
been designed by Je Davis~ of the New York architectural firm of Town 
and [J)avis, who had designed the Capitol in Raleigh (1833-18~D) 0 The 
contractor for the structure was John Berry of Hillsborough, designer and 
builder of the Orange 'County Courthouse, built in 1844 The new builm.ng 
was completeq. in 1850 at a cost of $10,363.63 and was named Smith Hallin 
honor of former Governor Benjamin Smith, who had given the uni versi ty I 

20,000 acres of,land. 

During the century that followed, Smith Hall was used for a wide ' 
variety of university activities.. By 1885, since another building had

l 

been provided for dancing, the library 'Was moved into Smith Hall, and a 
che~stry laboratory was set up in the basement In 1893 the building 
became the UniVersity Bath House, serving 500 ~tudents The University 
of Notth Carolina 'School of Law; 'the next occupant of Smith Hall, remained 
there until 1925", On November 23, 1925, Smith Hall was'dedicated as the 
Playmakers Theatre, the home of the Carolina Playmaker's to the present' 
Among tIn notable alwnni of this group are novelist Thomas Wolfe, actor 
Andy Griffith, editor and writer Jonathan Daniels, dramatists Paul Green 
and Kemi t Hunter 

The Playmakers Theatre's superb inventive order is quite important 
architecturally in that it varies from tradition by having capi taJ.s 
decorated with wheat, corn, and tobacco, rather than the usual acanthus 
leaves or other classic motifs and employs an entablature vlTith only 
nrinimal detail The building is one of the oldest on the canvus of the 
UniVersity of North Carolina and houses the nationally recognized 
Carolina Playmakers 
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As the 'des ignated State Liaison Officer for the Nfl

lional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

89-665), I hereby 110minnte this property for inclusion, ii. Nntiona I Register. 
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, Playmakers Theatre 
Cameron Avenue 
Chapel Hill, North Carolina, 

The University of North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill, North Carolina 
(Office of the University Engineer) 
Scale: 1"/400 feet 
June 1968 
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