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DE.SCRIBe PHYSICAL APPE.AnANCC 

" 1'1a ttheli·} I s }!?pi,scopal ",tn of 
a:cchitecture:> is btilt in Flemi~3b. bond.ltrit.h 8. steop gable 
Goth:ic Hev:Lval elOJIH.:mtD cere na:crQl,\T poJ .. nted a.rc:b.os an.d a 

thr80 bays, buil t. fro.m '\ n;!:.,; to'1 6 -' t:l.re .m!.Lckr:H:l by 
v,d_ndo\is i'ille d.., as arE) a.l1 tAh 0 .'l \'\1'1 th fine ~rtc:dned 

Orig\r~(/' Sile 

was ext.ended by one ba.y to the rear' (east) i.n 1668, making the 11\1'hole 
bays long 0 1'he fourth bay on tJ:1e south side contai.ns a smal1 aTched 
entra.nce, 1\rhilt) the corresponding bay on the north side i::; treated as an 
lIDbroken expanse of wall 

Dominating the west facade li) a f;clual'e tOliver of brick laid in common 
bond The t01r.H3J', originally const.ructed in. 1830., 'fllaS rflb'uilt in 1 eso ~ On 
the ground level is an arched rna.in en:l:,ranee sot in a slightly rocos(;!ed 
x'8ctangula:c panolo rpl:df3 port,·~l..l con[3i~rL::; of a dO'Llblc door rmrmollntod by a 
'lIJooden tympanum, the v\l"11010 :.Jot :}n (i. rcndod. '~'iroo(Jon DU:l:TOrmd.. Tho 10tllrG:J::' 

porti on of er1ch door has four squ.':.I.1'8 , \.vtLLle the uppe:c portion consif3ts 
of a single elongated cinquefoil arched panel~ Tho lint()l is adorned tV'ith 
a rOhT of small incj.sed quat.refoilE~,,· 'The pointed t:.rmpanrl111 is ctL vided into 
t.hree panE31s., t;wo of whi.ch -Galee the form of sma.ll arches over t.he doors COD­
taininE; cinquefoils.; t.he thiJ:,d :L~3 a lo2;8:nge'-'~)haped cO[l'tral sectj.on featuring 
a quatrof'oil 

The entrance is flanlced by a pair of narI'OW recessed blind lancets. 
Another blind lancet, occurs on. the sf)cond level of the tower above the main 
entrance" 1l'T'om the t~p of tho tow8r l'j .. f.:oa a sharp pyrnm~idc:t1 ~.;pire with a 
diamond-sha.ped 10uvered vent on oach face and a 1argE) crOE.)3 on. the to,p 

Ii'lankiJJ.g the tcrweT" on. ei.-I::.her sicit:) :is a. la.rge In,ncet window set, liko 
the m';'l.:in entironco, in D. I"octa,ngul:rr I'CCOfJ[;;ocl pa,nol At. oither ond of tho 
faciule is a. narrow X'GcGrJs(:ld bl:l.nd. lcroco L" 'l'l'.dG .coGnrren.'L patt,orn of altor­
nating open and blind lancets e:mphasizGs the styl:Lst.ic unity of to'Wor Llnd 
facade" 

The int.erior of S-Lo ]vl.attJhow r t3 exh::Lbi.-k5 a s:iJnple center-aisle plan Tho 
wall~3 arG of plc.t::rl::.81:" C':tbove a. vertic:ll1Y··"~3hcn:Lhod. w[rLn[~c()'\i Tho 'whito pla::.;tor 
provides a dramatic contx'Dc:t t,h tho d::H'k-r.:;tained ·~\food~\1·o·.pk 'uGocl "LhrorL{?;hout. 
the interior ~~he ceiling, al~3o covered th shoathing b.tlEJ a.:n U111J.f5UD,1 

8A-posed tru.ss syst,mn 0 Intormediate braces rise from thE-) bottom of each 
I'after to a point several feet bEllO'w t.:tle top of the 0ppoGi"GO :cafter" 1'he88 
braces jJ:1.tersect. ea,ch other below' t.ho apex of the roof and cree, in turn, 
reinforced by a central vertical post 'TrJhicb, descend.s from the 

Ext.ending across the east, Gnd at a levol sevoral feet below the ceiling 
:L8 ~1 881::1(38 of t~/hl'1ee J_flrgE) tj:t~:L8']Jg\1.1.tLr" cl.r·cl1E;~3 '\IJllj .. ch c()r.rGc.t:LrJ Cllr"VEjd l)l~ct(~es 

which create a cllrved point.ed arch ·v.rithin each tr:Lctngular (,lrch TheEJe bra.cos 
:eise f:l"Q)ll lOH molded i:mpost~) and are tangent to t.he intrados of each arch at 
a poi.nt, a.bout mid1\1'ay thei.r length" In the cent.ral arch, a }3ma,ll Gollax' bewn 

i th kingpost Gonnects the crown of the braces t.o the apex of the triCl11gu.lar 
, in the apex of each flanking arch is a small trian[:,'ular panel acco.ntod. 

an i.ne:l2,ed trefoil 
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Within the left arch is an ornate organ case The right arch is filled 
wi th vertical shea thing and contains an arched doorway with tli1TO fJ at panels 
in the iympanum and a flat-paneled double door. The central arch the la,rgest, 
opens into the chancel which has a low sheathed ceiling like that of the nave 

The simplicity of the large timber arch framing the chancel makes a 
pleasing contrast with the elaborate, delicate detail within The chancel 
features an intricately carved altar and reredos decorated with pointed 
arches, incised quatrefoils and small fleurs-de-lis. Over the altar is a 
central lancet li1Tindow flanked by a smaller one on either side. 

In the west end of the church is a gallery with a flat-paneled solid 
wooden balustrade supported by four Doric columns@ It is reached by a closed 
string stair which rises from the west wall. 

st Matthew's stands in a large churchyard measuring approximately 520 
feet by 370 feeto The yard is divided into rectangular plots of'different 
sizes and dotted by gravestones of various designs Large oaks, hollies, 
and magnolias shade the cemetery and provide a picturesque frame for this 
~nall church on its high knoll. 
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The first st Matthew's Episcopal Church, built in 1766, burned about 
1793 The church was reorganized on August 23, 1824, and the present 
building was consecrated on May 21, 1826, by the Right Reverend John Stark 
Havenscroft, the first Episcopal Bishop of North Carolina The church was 
built on land belonging to Thomas Huffin, who served for twenty-five years 
as chief justice of the North Carolina Supreme Court It has been suggest d 
that the architect may have been Francis Lister Hawks, the grandson of 
John Hawks (architect of Tryon Palace) and a vestryman of st Matthew's 

Over a period of some forty-five years, st. Matthew's evolved to 
reach its present fonn in 1830 a tower was added; in 1835 a gallelJ( was 
built; in 1850 the tower was rebuilt; in 1868 an exposed-beam ceiling was 
substituted for the original flat ceiling and the eastemextension 
constructed containing the present ch~1cel; and in 1875 the spire was 
added.. When the eastern end was extended, several graves were covered .. 
These were left undisturbed except that the stone markeFS were incorporate 
into the brick wall The R~ght Heverend William Mercer Green, the first 
rector of st Matthew's, later first Bishop of Mississippi and chancellor 
of the University of the South, Sewanee, Tennessee, is buried beneath 
the altar. 

The beauty of the small church is enhanced by its "sylvan setting 
high on a knoll 11 Buried in the churchyard are Chief Justice Thomas 
Huffin, the Heverend Moses Ashley Curtis (botanist and musician), and 
m~nbers of some of the more prominent families of North Carolina Marking 
many of the graves are early nineteenth century gravestones of striking 
design and historic interest 

st Matthew's, cited by Thomas Tileston waterman as "the first 
appearance of 'Gothic' influence" in North Carolina church architecture 
is not as a but 
the many outstanding North Carolina c'i tizens who have been associated 
wi th the church 
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