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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND Oﬁ|GINAL (Il fenown) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Gans Souci appears to have been built originally as a two-story dwelling
of molded weatherboards with a gable roof. Sel on a Flemish bond brick foun
dation, the house had an exterior end chimney on the east gable. Several
additions and changes made to the house over the years have led to its presen
form. Tt seoms likely that these chanpos were as Lollows: Tn bhe Tederal
paiod a chimney was added on tho wosl gablo, and one-and-a=-hall shory wings
one bay wide and btwo bays deep, were constructed at both ends. 1In the
middle of the nineteenth century, a (Greek Revival shed addition was built
across the rear of the main block and the east wing. At the same time, the
chimmey was moved from the east gable to the back slope of the roof of the
central block.

The front (south) facade of uhe main block is three bays wide with the
main entrance in the left bay under a one-story porch. The entrance contain:
a raised-paneled door surmounted by a five-light transom. The porch, a
later addition, extends the width of the main bloeck and features chamfered

nine-over-nine sash. The gable ends of the main block are two bays long,
the west end being dominated by alarge step-shoulder brick chimmey.

At either end of the main block is a story-and-a-half wing with a gable
roof. Tach wing has a window with nine-over-nine sash below a gable dormer
with six-over-six sash and side cornices adorned with tiny molded bracketls.
The east wing has an exterior common bond end chimney with concave shoulders,
The chimney is flanked by windows at the first level and in the gable. The
west wing lacks the end chimney, but has the same window arrangementb.

The addition of the shed sectlon across the rear of the main block and
east wing presents a five-bay rear facade with an entrance in the second bay
on the east side. There are three asymmetrically set gable dormers on the
roof . ‘

The interior of the main block has o side-hall plan with a Lorge parlor
to the right. The walls in the hall are plastered above a hipgh waingcotb
consisting of a range of horizontal raised panels above a range ol vorbical
ones. A closed-string stair rises from the left gide of the hall. Tho parlc

well-executed full height mantel. The opening is [lanked by [lubed pilastorg
which support a diminutive entablature including bands of inciced designs,
diagonal reeding, and a cushion frieze. Above is a simple molded shelf which
resls on small fluted consoles. The paneled overmantel is framed by two
fluted pilasters. The whole is surmounted by a molded dentil cornice which
breaks out over each pilaster and carries around the entire rooim.

The wings, which are less elaborately [inishod, havo walls which aro
plagtered above flat-panel wainscots. The west wing room entorod I'rom the
hall, conbains a mantel on the east wall. The opening is [ramod by an
architrave. Above is a single horizontal raised panel flanked by congoles
which support a molded shelf. The original room in the east wing contnins
gimilor inboriors.  Tho consbrucbion of the shod addilion croatod a darjo
room with a mido hall Lo tho woal on Lha roar of Lho wing.  1ho Cireplaco on

wooden posts and a burned balustrade. The lorge windows on both levels conlgi

containg a wainscolt like that in the hall, and on the north wall, an cxtromely
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7. Description

the west wall of the original room was rebullt as an exterior chimney on bthe
east side of the wing to provide a corner fireplace for the original wing and
the shed room. Tach mantel consists of a molded shelf above a raised-panesl
friegze. The rear hall leads to the north entrance and contains a stair which
rises from the leftside. It has curvilinear brackets, balusters gpmare in
section, and a rounded handrail. The remainder of the addition is divided
into one large room on the ecast and two smaller rooms to the west. The large
room, with plaster above and below a molded chair rail, has a fine Greek
Revival mantel with heavy fluted pilasters and applied Creek key ornament on
the frieze. The doors and windows in all the shed rooms have heavy molded
architraves with paneled cornerblocks. In the addition, the mantel, the
stair ornamentation, and the window and door surrounds closely resemble those
found in the old Orange County Courthouse. This suggests that the addition
may have been the work of John Berry, the noted local builder who is known

to have built the courthouse and several other Hillsborough buildings.

The second story of the main block is similar in plan to the first. The
walls of the large east room are plastered above a raised-panel wainscolt. Th
fireplace on the north wall feabtures an opening framed by a wide reeded archifr
trave. The frieze above is adorned with a single horizontal raised panel and
has molded consoles at either end which support a cornice shelf. The over-
mantel consistbs of a single horizontal raised panel above a row of three
vertical ones. :

[5)

The attic portions of the east wing and shed addition are finished with
plaster walls above and below a molded chair rall. Beneath each window is
a raised panel framed by the baseboard and the extension of the window
architrave. The mantels are quite plain with recessed panels as the only
ornamentation. The attic of the west wing was fiished in the twentieth
century.

In  the yard are goveral early oubbulldings dncluding a kitehon, an
olfice, and goervants' quarters. The frame kilchen features an enormous stop-
shouldered brick chimmey with an oulside fireplace.
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GTATEMENY OF SIGHNIFICANCE

Souci was probabliy built sbout 1813 by Williaw Cain. Altasugh

QN
DaNS

1.n0 record of transfer can be found, 1t s thought that Cain purchascd tha
1‘.}'1’- 'r*izv—ﬂcrr* bvract. whero he bulle the house. from David Yar borouf'}l. N
LILCO per acos when Yarvoroucn bought the land in 1812 indicates that i
bud }_Luuu of consequence stood there then. It is likely, bnomzfcu,e y hbna
Shie house was bullit after Cain bought the land.

San Souci, located at the edge of HL_]_] shorough, seems to have vesn
(3azn E‘ town house. His country house, called Hard Scrabble, is locaucd
B5aVE (111 egs from H:Ll]_ oorough in what is now Durhoas County.

The Cain family was one of the wealthiest In Qrange County durir

Tlate eighteenth and early nincteenth centuries. In 1000 william ¢

favher, also named William Cain, owned lL,L17 acres of land, making Lim she
largest property owner in the county. The elder Calu was a member of tiw
House of Commons from Orange in 1785 and of the Senate from 178k to ?'7"
and again in 1802, The younger William Cain, who built Sans Soucd, wes
born fpril 2, 178L, and married Mary Ruffin, a sister of Chiel Justice
Thomas Ruffin. When he died on Septempber 27, 1857, he willed 'the housa
in which I formerly lived" to his sonwirwlaw, Pride Jones.

Sang Soucl was sold at public avecbion on June 3, 1889, to Calwis B,

-

Parrist, wno immediately assigned his bid to Episcopal Bishep Theod.oo
Iyuarn of Raleighe. Dishop Iyman, a navive of Massachusetts who ounded

Episcopal churches in Florence and Rome during the 1860's, becams “he
feurth Protestant Episcopal Bishop of North Carolina in 1887. Bishop

Iyman and his wife, Susan, sold Sansg Soucl to Jemnie L. Ruffin on Jui.”
1893, Miss Ruffin's will, prowved on March 16, 193:4, bequeathed all of
property,

Sang Soucl appears to be a local adapbation of the bulidivg type mads
pepular by plate 37 in Robert Morris's Select Architecture. This de
basty b,}{(.,mp.i_lf.':)_ed in some of the Tidewater houses of Virginia and Novrin

Carolina, influenced bullders in many other parts of these states as w:ll.
Szns Soucl, which appears to have been constructed in three major stagts,
was probably not conceived om‘ ginally as a three-«pa'm'; house, for the CETIT
Dlock which once stood alone has a side hall plan rather than the more U7

col contor hall plan. Witk ihr-\ addition of the wings, howovor, it ujc i
On_ A vigie .1}\})r'o,<nmt,10n o “tho throc-part magsing charactoristic of housas

Morpris's plate. San Soucd is cited by Thomas Tileston Waltoirman I

following
5 2108 :'er the develcpment of North Carolina domestic architecturs,

import

real and personal 1o Samuel T. Latta, who now lives abt Sang Souoi

cspecially its fine original WOOMWOrkK.




O

1322
1306

57 L1556

[CIRRERESS

o
=

ot
S
[}

\\\\\\\W 2 S
o AN ol
-
= -
™ g

ey fau

=
Ly
)
=
<z
o
S

I

; E 2= [ qﬁ
! =1 Z A |2 W
= A 2 sl
R B
i - a
w | w 2
w I~ w w ] q
= ™ KING i = — - : 5T /
RD._\T ST = KING d
UNTWILING s e ™ e — =
WESTE BB B B |8 | wareageT ___‘_..i_,__.;Ez
SR PEF wer [ Ela - |
5T R RN i
BENTOWN [P0 4 e _\\‘\\-.____/ i
Z gy NS 7 \\\
A : ——
] .
i ~J
e L7 | IR
: ~
Sans Soucl
Tast Corbin Street -

-

[e=]

w
-

€

G/?OV((\

Hillsborough, North Carolina

Champion Map Gorporation
P. 0. Box 17435
Charlotte, North Carolina

Scale: 3/8"/1000 feet
No date

Iatitude
degrees minutes seconds

36° Ol Lo

T T.SPOROUCH: N.C

T 2 m——

Longitude
degrees minutes seconds

79° 05* 53"

) @

\

/

All Champto

and are |
f( n

|






