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Ilenl 
CONDITION 

Alfered 

o Good o Fair 

(Check One) 

o Unaltered 

(Chocl< One) 

o Deteriorated 

I 
DES C RIB E THE PRE 5 EN TAN 0 0 RIG I N A L (if 1) PH Y 5 I CAL A P PEA RAN C E 

o Ruins o Unexposed 

(Check Dna) 

o Moved Ck Original Site 

The Old Brick House, set in a clearing ruaong gigantic cypress trees 
on the banks of the Pasquotank River, is a one-and-one-half-story dwelling 
on a raised brick basement Despite its name, the five-bay front and rear 
facades are covered with beaded weatherboards, and the two-bay gable ends 
are laid in Flemish bond with glazed headers.. The two interior end chimneys 
terminate in molded caps The corbel-like extension of the brick end wall 
at each corner of the molded cornice is exposed rather than being concealed, 
as it usually is, beneath a wooden pattern board. 

The focus of the main (south) facade (formerly the rear facade) is the 
central,entrance, consist~ng of an eight-panel door crowned by a transom of 
ten lights The windows of the entire house have been restored to their 
original nine-over-nine configut'ation t

".: The exception to this' pattern,. the 
four-over-four sash of the gable windows, is probably original Three 
roof dormers originally pierced both the front and rear but were removed 
many years ago. The roof now contains five modern dormers on thB front 
and three on the re ar .. " 

The top half of the basement, delineated by a low water table, is 
above groundo On the east end, steps lead down into a sunken approach to 
an off-center double door at the basement level. This entrance is protected 
by the floor of a porch that extends nearly the width of the side of the 
house and rests on brick pillars" This simple frame p:orch with a flat 
roof and plain balustrade is a reconstruction. 

As originally finished the interior of tQis house was one of the 
most distinguished of its period in North Carolina Its most striking 
feature was the fireplace wall of the parlor which contained a richly 
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carved mantel with an elaborate broken ogee pediment ren:(raming 'a:'rnblded panel .. 0 
~Charles Montgomery, director cf the Henry Francis Du .Pont Wintherthur 
Museum (1954-1961), noted the remarkable similarity of: thei"""curiouSland 
indi vidual ove rmante 1 , " to Plate 74 of Batty Langley's The Builders Jewel: 

I Or, The Yau th I S Instructor ,'a:nd Workman I s Remembrancer (LondoI!l.,~: 1746 ,) " 
,Flanking arched cupboards were set off by fluted Ionic pilasters. The 
low ceiling re sul ted in an awki:;rard vernacular adaptation of the British 
pattern from which the mantelpiece Was copied,=- itherelby. intens'ifyihgi ts 
Baroque exuberance. This wall, the remainder of the parlor, and the walls 
of the left front room, all fully paneled, were removed to a private home 
in Wilmington, Delaware. The original interiors of the other rooms were 
also sold. The house now contains paneling and mantels gathered from nearby 
eighteenth-century ho11ses"and is a veritable museum of regional liritEft"lor 
design. The full basement, part of which served as the kitchen, contains 
a massive fireplace with a Dutch oven. 
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o Pre-Columbian i o 16th Century o 18th Century o 20th Century 
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SPECIFIC DATE(S) (lfApplicable and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Abor iginol 0 Educoti on 0 Political 0 Urban Planning 

0 Prehi storie 0 E ngi need ng 0 Religion/Phi- 0 Other (Speci (y) 

0 Histaric 0 Industry lasophy 
I '0 AgriFulture 0 Invention 0 Science 

50 A rchi lecture 0 Landscape 0 Sculpture 

0 Art Archi lecture 0 Social/Human-

0 Commerce 0 Literature itarian 

0 Communications 0 Military 0 Theater 

0 Conservation 0 Music 0 Transportation 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
I ~ •. 1 ". ' I I 

The Old Brick House is thought to have been built about thel)rriiddle 
of the, eighteenth century by Robert Murden (the spelling "Munden" also 
occurs), an early settler in the Albemarie section. It appears likely 
that he built the house on property he had acquired from Isaac Stokely in 
1750. Mrs. W. P Jackson, who bought the house in 1936, found a map datin~ 
from the Revolutionary period, part of the collection of Sir Henry Clintor 
(commander of British naval forces in American waters during the American 
Revolution), which showed the names of many of the earlier settlers and the 
locations of their homesQ The "Murden place!! is marked as o~ing located 
where the Old Brick House stands in a bend of the Pasquotank River, north 
of the present town of Elizabeth City Another map, however, dated 1727, 
shows nothing where the Old Brick House now standse 

Robert Murden served in the Pasquotank militia (Pasquotank at that 
time included the Rresent Camden County) and was one of "His Majesty's 
Justices" as well as a member of the North Carolina House of Commons from 
1754 until his death in 1759@ Although the chain of title is difficult 
to trace, the -(DId Brick House appears to have remained in the Murden family 
until August 16, 1841, when Benjamin Murden sold the house and sixteeu 
acres., to, Jonathan Sawyer 0 ' 

. SawYer and his wife gave the house and_ sixty. acres to their, daughter, 
Keziah Sawyer, on July 1, 1869, with the agreement that she "support them 
during their natural life" in return for the property.. On June 25, 1900, 

,:,the,sixty acres, by, that time referred to as the "Old Brickhouse Place," 
was sold "for division among th3 tenants in common, II to T .. L. Spence," the 
petition for sale having been filed by G A. Jennings and others On' 
October 6, 1902, Eo F .. Aydlett, "special commissioner, by deed dated JlL1y 
16, 1900," conveyed the property to Cader Jennings, who sold it to W. H .. 

,Jennings. in 1905.. Jennings sold the house, to Charles ,A .. MacLell9TI of 
Wilmington, Delaware, who sold the original interiors. Since that time the 
house has had three owners, including the present one, Eleanor Foreman 
Stuart, who has lived there since 19439 

Though tradition has it that the house was built by Edward Teach (the 
pirate "Blackbeard"), it appears that the house was built qutte some time 
after his death. The Significance of the house derives not from the legen­
dary connection with that early buccaneer, but rather from its own architecr-
tural characteristicsu The Old Brick House, like the Cupola House in 
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Edenton, is characterized by retardataire seventeenth century forms which 
link these structures to early English house types found in Virginia. 'ilie 
extent and quality of the interior architectural elaboration of both suggests 
that they were likely considered mansions in comparison to standard residences 
of the 'region. The Old Brick House is not only apparently the oldest existing 
structure in Pasquotank County, but also one of the few brick-end buildings 
in the state. 
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January, 1958), p 68 

-' Archibald, al1d Wootten, Bayard Old Homes al1d Gardens of North 
Chapel Hill The University-or~North Carolina Press (Pub~ 

under the auspices of the Garden Club of North Carolina.), 1939 

August 28, 1949 and December 14, 1952 

County Records, Pasquotank County Courthouse, Elizabeth 
Carolina, Office of the Register of Deeds (Subgroups: 

STA TE: 

STATE: 

STATE: 

NAME AND TITLE: 

109 East Jones Street 
CITY OR TOWN: 

As the des ignated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedu res set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National 0 ~ Local 0 

Name __________ ~~ __ ~~--------------------

Title Director, State Department of 
Archives and History 

Date 4 November 1971 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

20 ' ocr 13 • 16 

November 1971 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

Nationa 1 Register. 

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 

Date ____________________________________ ___ 

ATTEST: 

Keeper of The National Register 

Date __ ~ ________________________________ ~-
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.Jld '3!'ick House 
~ ;j2 Br"ick House Lane 
C'"~li sacet,h Ci ty, North Carolina 

3tate Highway Commission 
Scale: 1 It /1 mile 
July 1, 1966 

1 Latitude 
degrees minutes seconds 

36 0 20 I 00" 

Longitude 
degrees minutes seconds 

76 0 13' 16" 
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