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Perched on a viss overlooking the flood plain of the Grsen River is a
rambling two-story house called Green River Plantation. Tt is composite of
thrae major constiuction periods. It started as a frams Tedaral-style houss
facing west. During the Greek Revival period a separate two-story brick
structure of similar proportions was built slightly to the rear (east) of
the structure, facing south. Farly in ths twentieth century these two struc-—
turas were united with 2 two-story section. At this tiwe numerous additions
and improvements wasre mads throughout, yet the integrity of thes two earlisr
structures was preassrved.

The oldest section of the house is two full stories hizh and four bays
wide. Tt has a sable roof with boxed eaves, plain siding, and dormers most
1liksly added in twentieth century. For ths most part, windows contain
nine-ovar-nine doubls-hung sash and have molded architraves and sills. Ths

outh side appears to hawve the original configuration of tha gablse ends; a
cenoraL chimnay flanked by two standard windows at each level with six-ovsr-
six sash in the attic. The doorway, placed in the second bay from the right)
retains its originzal treatment, having four-pane sidelights flanked by fluted
pilastecrs (with eraggerated entasis) supporting a frieze with an archsd
opening, w1th a molded cornics. :

k Revival-style section is also four bays wids with a
vabla coof. he wida cornice ds decorated at thu ton with a variastion of
-
1

(o]
the b=2ad-and-reel awotif with an exaggeratad oval besad. Hvidsnce indicates
that this cornice continued along the east gable end, forming

a g 3 poediment
ith a fanlight in the tympanum. An interior chimney pierces the roof he-
N .

gon the firgt o~ sscond east bays.

1

The twentis i century section connecting the two structures is unified
under a continuation of the main roof of the brick‘w1ngs The windows are
similar to those on the Federal part, but the main door in tha second bay
{from the left on the south side has sidelights and transom surrcunded by
symme trically molded architraves with faceted corner hlocks.

itions wesre made to the previouns structurs in the early
including a two-story gable roof addition to ths west side
©3ing opsn), a one-story brick wing on the east, a sevvants
nd floor extending north over the driveway, two-tier

L

ed) on the remainder of the north and west sides, and a
s thae south side of the brick ssction.

Numerous add
nbiath centur
tha first floor
wing from the ss

)(
O’)U)

tio-tier porch

Ths Federal ssction has a hall-and-parlor plan downstalrs and o rooms
to 2ithsr side oo the central hall above. Architectural elements which
occne in this saciion of the house ars a flat-paneled wainscob (consisting
of double rows o vectangular pansls), three-part architraves, some sarly
stw-pansl doors, shzathing in the walls and ceiling, and a moldel cornics
i ls have ,h:~ﬂ~part architraves surrounding Ul NETILTIS v
pansled frieze 2idead by frieze blocks over which the heavily mu”ded shall
breaks out. The wost interesting of thasse, E and of a Hl” i
conficuration, is in ths south room of thﬂ fJ
luted end blocks to each side is painted s
formarly an exteior doorway (now co

A
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is of similar configuration to the west entranca previously msnhionsd but has
no fanlight or friezs. The hall occupying the space bstwean the two sectiocns
features a twentieth cenbury open-string stair with turnad balusters.

The Greek Revival section has two rooms to a floor separa ated by a partitid:
d

wall containing tha central chimney. The walls are plastersd and have a molder

chair rail. The architraves of ths windows ., doors, and firsplacs surrounds arg
2 5 h

symmatrically moldad with flat, faceted, or roundel corner hlocks.

Many OutbulldlﬂJb are present on the propsrity, including a twentiath
century log cabin, othsr log and frame bulldlﬂD05 and a family chapel at ths
sumit of the hill behind the hotse. The simple Gothic Revival frame chapel
is sidad with weatherboards and is sheathed in the interior, with narrow
forming vsrtical, diagonal and HerranbOﬂa pabterns. The delicate
indicative of the spri Ohtly‘lztarior woodwork, 1s
under pointed arches with a band of pilerced trian 1514

boards
freestanding rood scrasn,
composed of trefoil arches
at tha crest.

)

9]
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Green River is an imposing and well detailed plantation houss that
was the home of Joseph McDowell Carson, a member of thz politically prom-
inent Carson family. It later was acquired by industrial magnate Franklin
Coxe. Originally a single Federal structure, the house is an interesting
composite of additions up to the twentieth century.

was the son of Colonel Johu Carson, an early setbler of Burko Gonntv'and a

Revolutionary soldisr. Josepn lelt his iat 18r's homg, Plsasant CGardsns,
and settlsd in Rutherford County where in 1807 he bough ’”O acres on hotl

sides of Green River for $3,000. Tradition says that he built ths planta-
tion house called Green River in 180L. This would not seesm probable
considering the date of his deed. It would seem possible, on the othar
hand, that William Walton, from whom Carson bought the land, had built a
houvse after settling there in 17%99. Th2 possible existencs of this housz
would account for ths relatively high purchase price. In 1817, by way of
comparison, Carson was able to buy more than 100 acres adijoining this
tract for only $20.00. Carson married sometime soon after buying Creen
River Plantation and, if he did not build a new house, may have begun the
first series of alterations or improvements so evident in the present

structure. Stylistically the Federal block could have baan built during
either Walton's or Carson's ownsrship; tradition credits it to Carson, and
it was certainly ha who built ths Greek Revival saction. '

Joseph McDowsll Carson was a FTStlDUUIQhQ awyer and repreasenied
Rutherford County in the North Carolina House of COMMOQD in 1613 and 161L.
He was elected to the state senate in 1832, 1836, and 1638. He was a
dslegate to the Constitutbtional Convention of 1835 and was a commissionzi
for the implemsntation of the public school plan provided for by the
rasultant amended constitution. e

‘)

honor, Carson challenged him snd in the subsaquent duel mortally wounded

Joseph McDowell Carson, the probable builder of Green River Plantatior

A person of note whom Joseph McDowsll Carson brought to live with hinm
at Green River was his half-brother, Samuel Price Carson. Whan only t, r+“
Four, Samuel Carson embarksd on a political caresr as a U*atem States
sanator and latsr as an officer in Sam Houshton's goverruent of Texas. e

was married at Green River in 1031 to the sister of Joseph I [PDOWQIL Carson'ls
wife. In the course of his political caresr, he was involved in ona of Northh
Carolina's most famous duels. Whan Dr. Robert Vence auestionad his fathar's

o
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Vance JaS the uncle of Civil War Governor Zebulon Vance, pernaps ths most
gsteemad North Carolinian of his day.

Tha Agricultural Scheduls of the United Statas Census of 1860 indicatss
Green River was then a plantation of 1,7h5 acras with a valuation of $15,000.
Thars were at that time twenty-five slaves. Carson died in 186

Green River was put up for sale and bought by Franklin Coxe, who had
married there in 1861 a kinswoman of the Carsons, Mary Mills. When ths housa }
bacame available in 1878, bz bhought it for $5,005, together with the 535-acre
tract. Coxe was a grandson of Tench Goxe of Phllaoelphia, assistant sacretary
of the United States Treasury, and, under Thomas Jefferson, "purveyor of public
supplisgs."” For his work in developing the cotton industry, Tench Coxe has
bean called the "Fathsr of American Cotton Tndustry." Franklin Coxe was
president of the Commercial National Bank at Charlotte when hz bought CGreen
River Plantation. It became his summer homs when hs moved to Philadelphia in
1882. Coxs, who was instrumental in the develoomsnt of Asheville, was

ciatad with A. B. Andrews in the building of th

250 @ Western dovrbh Garolina
Railread and bullt Ashevilile's Battsry Park Hotsl, Ythe First node’ hotal
in the state," which opened in 1886. When Coxe dia” at Green Rivar in 1903,

v use wdnt to his youngest daughter, Maude Coxe. It is now own&d by John
J. Crowdsr of Ruthsrfordton, North Carolina.

pny
[exy
oy
o]
oy

GPO GELLT 24



MAIOR BIB3LIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES .+

-
4

e - — - - - — “.. ‘ - ' ok w‘ AR e : - - .

lesearch by Gharles Blume, survsy specialist; architectural description by
Bruce MacDougal, hsad, research and restoration.

Western North Carolina.

Arthur, J. P.

Company, 191l.

Aghe, Samuel A.,

Times to the Present.

ed.

Biographical History of North Carolina from Golonial

Raleigh:

Noppen, 190

{e

Griffin, Clarence W.

Carolina:

Western North Carolina Sketches.

Greenshoro, North Carolina:

Charles L. Van

Forest City, North

The Forest City Courier, 19L1.

OGRAPHICAL DATA =

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE AND LONGITYDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE Pro®eRTY | & DEFINING The CanTZIR POINT OF A PrOPERTY
. R . OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
s 7
nw | 35° 17 29 | 820 01+ 27~ ° » . o , g
NE | 35° 17 29| B2° 00' 50°
se [35° 16 56 | 82° 00 5O-
A ! P
Sy )5 a 10 56’7 82 o Ol ’ 27 o
AFPPROXIMATE ACREA ERTY:
E REAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 30 acres
ILIST ALL STATES AND COUMTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAFPPING STATE OR COUMTY BOUNDARIES
STATE: CODE | COUNTY coDE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: coDnE
STATE: CODE | COUMTY: coos
STATE CODE | COUNTY: cope=

FORWPREBAR

NAME AND TITLE:

Survey and Planning Unit

ORGANIZATION

Division of Archives and History

DATE

12 October 1973

STREET AND MUMBER:

109 Fast Jones Street

CITY OR TOWN:
Raleigh

STATE

2

TATIoNS

BEdwards, Broughton Printing

As the designated State CLiaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion

in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set

forth by the National Park Secvice.

The recommended

leve!l of significance of this nomiration is:

National [}

Name

State

) Local [}

A
I 5o st

H. G. Jones

Titls

Director, Division of Archives

and History

12 Octobar 1973

Date

1 hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Date

ATTEST:

lesper of The Maticnal Regdister

Date

GPO 831.894




Form 10-%0a UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
(uly 1959) . NATIONAL PARK SERVICE North Carolina

MATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES |SoUNTY
IMYEHTORY - NOMINATION FORM Polic _ ]
FOR MPS USE ONLY N
ENTRY NUMBER DATE

(Continuation Sheet)

(Number all eniries)

9.

Malone, Dumas, ed. Dichlonary of American Biography. New Yorlk: Charles
Scribner's Sons, 1943.

Patton, Sadie Smathers. Sketchas of Polk County History. Asheville, North
Carolina: Millsr Printing Company, 1950. : ‘

Polk County Records, Polk County Courthouse, Columbus, North Carolina, Offics
of the Registsr of Deeds (Subgroups: Dsads, Wills).

Polk County Records, Division of Archives and History, Raleigh, North Carolina
(Subgroups: Deeds, Wills).

Ruthsrford County Records, Ruthsrford County Courthouss, Rutherfordton, North
Carolina, Offics of the Register of Dasds (Subgroups: Deeds, Wills).,

Rutherford County Records, Division of Archivas and History, Raleigh, North
Caroliha (Subgroups: Deeds, Wills).

GPO 021.774




L

! ‘@){\RUTJKRFGRDYbN v

S
N
asant Grove

' W}ﬁ?‘éreegx

g ‘\.(//'Y N ‘/
s L e : ‘
Grbay Crede € ~ a(T Y
TR LN R
Lo

| INTERIOR-GEOLOGICAL GURVEY, WABHINGTON|
MR 2698







