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ihls (orm is (or use in nominallng or requesting determinations of eligibility (or individual propenies or districts. See instructions in Guidelines 
lor ComO/til, ... ::;; NaiionBI Reglstar Forms (National R~lst8r Bul/etin 16). Complete each item by marking "x" in tM appropriate box or by entonng 
trle (E:ques:tXl information. If an Item dO€S not apply to tr1e property being documented. enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions, sryles, malenals, 
Jnd areas 01 Significance. enter only the categories and subcategories listed in the instructions. For additional space use continuation SiHlets 
(Porm 1 G-900a). Type all entries. 

1. Name of Propeny 
historic nam8 

other namesisite number 

2. Location 
street 6. numoer 

CItY, town 

state Nor-ch Carolina 

3. Classification 
Ownersnlp oi Property 

[Xl priv3te 

o public-local 

o public-State 

o public-Federal 

House 

North Peak street 

Columbus 
code NC county 

Categor; of Property 

G9 building(s) 

o district 

Dsite 

o structure 

Dobjec! 

Name of related multiple property listing: 

N/A 

4. State/Federal A9!:~enjfic3tjon 

Polk 

i'tLlvlot for publication 

NL~vicinlty 
code 149 zip code 

Number of Resources within Property 

Contributing Noncontributing 

1 buildings 
____ sites 

____ structures 

____ objects 

1 Total 

28722 

Number of contributing resources previously 

listed in the National Register 0 

As the designared aurhority under the ,\Jatlonal Historic Preservation Act of 1966, 2.!:: amended, I hereby certify that this 

[XJ nomination 0 request for d,et.ermination of eligibility meelS the documentation standards for registering properties in the 

Na[ionai Register of Historic plckes and meelS the procedural and professional requirements set fonh in 36 CFR Part 60. 

In 0 njon, t rc~ W rnJets [J does not meet the National Register criteria. D See con(lnuation sheet. 

• J' , M' .f; . s'2'2~ __ 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
State or Fooerai agency and bureau 

Date 

In mY- opinion, the property 0 meets 0 does not meet the National Register criteria. 0 See continuation sheet. 

::.");gnature of commenting or other official Date 

Slaw or Ft.:'<:leral agenC'y' and bureau 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------~ 

5. N~jtional Park Service Certification 
--------~-----------------------------------------------------------------------------I, hereoy, cel1ify that tnis property is: 

o entered in the National Register. 

o See continuation sheer. 

o determined eligible for the National 

Register. 0 See continuation sheet. 

o determined no! eligible for the 

National RGgister. 

D removed from the National Register. 
o other,- (explain:) 

Signaturo of the Keeper Data at .A.c(lon 



b. FunctIon or Use 
Historic Func~ions (enter categories from instructions) 

Domestic: single dwelling 

Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

Late Victorian; Queen Anne 

O'escribe present and historic physical appearance. 

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

Domestic: single dwelling 

on""c,," from instructions) 

foundation ____ ~8Llt..wO..l_nL..LJ:::;e ________ _ 

walls --____ --DW...L.e-<:a..l-t ......... bu..<.;;;e...J..r--'b..J-l.o..J-'3:;:J..r.l.-l.!d~-

roof ____________ ~a~s+p~b~a~J~t __ . ______ ~ ____ __ 
other ________________________________ ___ 

The J.G. Hughes house, North Park Street, Columbus, NO, presents itself as a 

small architectural j~wel against a mountain backdrop. It is sited at the 

western end of Peak Street, which has been closed by an extension of NO Highwa~ 

108. White Oak Mountain rises above the highway and the thickly wooded hal! at 
the property provides additional mountain background on the southwest side of 

the house. Several large trees still stand around the hou~e and there are remaj 

of··rock walls which once outlined garden paths and served a5 retaining wall~ o~ 

the southeast ~ide of the lot. 

The Hughes hou~e i~ an, "ebullient example of Queen Anne style house.,,1. It was 

fashioned according to reBtriction~ placed on the deed 7by Frank M. Stearn~_ Pol 

County benefactor. It i~ a two-story, gable with ~ingle. cro~~-gable house of 

weatherboard, approximately 13 feet by 29 feet, with the cro~~-gabl~ projecting 

trom the ~outhea~t elevation about 10 feet~ The house re~t~ on a 9tone founda­

tion which ba~ been replaced in part with concrete. Originally the hou~e contai: 

two room~ en each floor with a kitchen in a ane-~tory addition to the .rear. The 

hau~e present~ a gabl~.to the front or Peak Street facade ~nd to the rear. The 

front gable ~how~ hal timbering above a pair of two-over-two ~a~h window~ in 

the ~econd floor; the fir~t floor in that gable pre~ent5 a cutaway bay window 

with drop pendants. To the ~outheast is the cro~B-gable with a pair of two-aver­

two ~ash window~ on the ~econd floor under ~taggered ~hingle~. That gable contaj 

on the first floor a pair of two-aver-two ~ash window~ with-diagonally 3b~athed 

bottom panels instead of a doorway, which one might expect. The main doorway 

i~ in the Peak Street facade. Of great interest is the wraparound porch, turned 

away from Peak street and covering the southeast side of the first floor. The 

porch Is enclosed by a squared- balustrade connecting chamfered wooden posts and 
has Q*wn, wooden brackets and sawtooth frieze. The porch roo! rise~ in a small 

CSJ See continuation sheet 
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gable to emphasize the pair of windows with diagonally sheathed bottom panels 

The .cross-gable in this elevation contains an elaborate vent. Other major 

windows are two-over-two sash; however, a small Queen Anne, multi-paned windo 

is situated on the south facade, giving light to the entrance hall. All windo 

and door surrounds on the exterior are plain. 

The roof of the house, once of tin shingles but now covered with asphalt 

shingles, has exposed rafters, sawn roof brackets and shows one stepped brick 

chimney stack at the center of the house. To the rear of the house, a small 

detached well house is connected to the kitchen by a covered breezew~y which 

has brackets with trefoil motifs. 

The interior of the house consisted originally of two rooms on each floor ,. 

an entrance hall on the first floor and bath and small hall on the second, ane 
~ : a rear kitchen. 
~About 1925 owners Mr. and Mrs. Edgar B. Cloud added a one-story dining room tc 

,the northwest elevation, approximately 18 by 15 feet, and also extended the 

old kitchen with its shed roo! along the ~outhwest wall of this addition. A 

wide doorway was made between ~itting room and dining rooll, replacing a doubl~ 

window. At that time, a bathroom was added at the top of the stair~ on the 

second floor. These changes are noi; easily visible from the Peak street approc 

to the house and do not influence its integrity. 

The interior of the house retains the Qriginal pine and oak floor~, a~d bull's 

eye door and window surrounds, and six-panel Qak doer~. The original front 

d~or of colored gla~~ pane13 rernai~~ ~d open5 to ~ Qak ~tair~ay with ~_k 

b~l1d rail .ltd turned balu~t~.r3~,d llewel~4O There are 110 m~ntel~ ill the b"u~e; 

four ~tove-pipe opening~ were let i~to the central chim~ey. Change~ made to th 

interior of the Hughes house include the construction of a brick fireplace in 

the ~itting room, the addition ot a double opening from sitting room to dining 

room about 1925, and the extension of the original kitchen along tbe side of 

the dining room. These alterations are not intrusive. 

About 1925 a board and batten garage was constructed on the northwe3~ edge of 
the lot. Today it is deteriorating and empty. It is counted as a noncontributing rcsotJrrc. 



8. St::!tement ot ~19nltlc3nCe , 

Ci3nilylng oHicial has considored the significance of this property in relation to Oliler properties: 

o nationally 0 statewide (K] locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria 0 A 0 B !Ca cOO 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) 0 A 0 B 0 cOO 0 E 0 FOG 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) 

Architectllre 

Significant Person 
N/A 

Period of Significance 

1896. 

Cultural AHiliation 

N/A 

ArchitecUBuilder 
Unknown 

Significant Dates 

1896 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

Eligible for the National Register under criterion C, the J.G. Hughes House 

located in Columbus ~ Polk County, North Carolina, is an excellent example 0: 

Queen Anne architecture in the late 19th century in Polk County. In fact, i­

may be the only remaining example of that sub-type in the northern bal! of 

Polk County. The two-story, irregularly-massed house was built in 1896 by 

local civic leader, John G. Hughes. 

***************************************************************************~ 

Historical Context: 

Ted Alexander, in his 1985 historic si te survey of Polk County, says 11 the 

house (Hughes house) is easily one of the most architecturally and historicc 

significant buildings in Columbus."2,, This Polk County example of the Queen 

Arme style features wraparound porch with saWn brackets and sawtooth frieze, 

g~bled entry from North Peak street, cutaway bay window, overhangs with drol 

pendants and "various exuberant combinations of decorative detailing .. ,,3. 

Originally the house contained two rooms on each floor and a kitchen at the 

rear under a shed roof. A one-story dining room wing was added to the west 

elevation in 1925 and the kitchen extended along the length of the dining ro 

but neither addition influences the integrity of the house. The interior has 

a decorative oak stairway rising from a small entrance hall. Door and ~indo 

surrounds feature bull's eye corner panels. 

Historic Background: 

Polk9ounty, North Carolina, was established by the state legislature in 181 
See continuation sheet 
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However, there was so much heated discussion between the north~rn and Bouthe 

halves of the county about the site of the county seat that the legislature 

repealed the act establi~hing the county. It wa~ not nmtil 1855 that a~econ, 

bill to establish Polk County was pa~~ed. At tbat ti~e, commis~ioner3 were 

appointed to lay afr a town into lots near the ge~graphic center of tke cou~' 

and to construct public buildings. The town was named Columbus for Dr .. Colum', 

Mills, local resident and legislator, who struggled tor the establishment of 

county and town. 4 . A handsome brick courthouse was erected in Greek Revival 

style in 1857, designed by Ephriam Clayton. 5 • This building is in use today 

and is listed on the National Register of Historic Places. 

The mild climate and fertile bottom lands of the southern half of Polk County 

encouraged settlement and development there, beginning shortly after the Revo 

ution. 6 . Tryon and Sal~~a,the county's largest towns, thrived on tourism and 

summer residents,and the coming of the railroad to those towns in the 1870s 

assured the rapid deve16pment ot' the southern half ot' the county_ Columbus, t 

county seat, occupied itself with county business and its supporting business 

but it is best known as the site of the Central Industrial Institute, a local 

coed school founded in 1891 by ~rank M. Stearns, industrialist from Berea, 

Ohio f who was II ·~~-harmed wi th the scenery and impressed wi th the native intelli· 

gence of the peoi)le and the lack at" educatlonal opportuni ty .. " 7. Before the tUJ 

of the century, stearns nad purchased more than 3,000 acres of land in and 
around Columbus and sold off a number of lots in the town for the benefit of 

Central Industrial Institute. 8 -

On December 3~ 1894, John G. Hughes, of Columbus, purchased lots 1,2,3, and 4 
in stearns's recently-opened development on the north end of Peak street. 9 . 
Hughes had been born in Ohio in 1846 and married Mary Roberts, also of Ohio, i 

1876. 10 "MiSS Eunice Cloud, Colu~bus resident, relates that Hughes first came 
to Columbus in the timber business,11o but in the 1890s he joined W.S. Cannon 

in the clothing business in Columbus. 12 . In 1903 Hughes was president of the 

Polk County Telephone Company, located then in the Cannon store building. 13 . 
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He was a city councilman, and a member of the first Board of Trustees: of the 

Central Industrial Institute, later becoming chairman of that Board. 14 • 

The deed J.G. Hughes signed in 1894 called upon him as purchaser to refrain rr 

polluting water on the :property and from ", .. to manufacturin!t stering ar sellin 

intoxicant liquors or beverageB .·c·· .. II It ordered him to l'lant shade trees " .... of 

. reasonable size and kind not to 'exceed' one rod apart", renewin.! " •. the same 

to lIaturity when necessary", and to construct a sidewalk in front of the pre.: 

ises. The deed also required that any hou~e on the lot be a " .... two ~tory fra~~ 

building containing not less than five room~ resting upon a stone foundation, 

the whole structure properly finished to cost not less than eig~t hundred 

dollars which said building shall front upon Peak street and Shall Set back nOl 

less tban twenty-five feet from the line of Said last named street ...... ,,15(l 

But apparently Hughes found the restrictions too harsh for the construction of; 

house to fit his budget. On the 14th of May, 1896, stearns made a second deed 

to Hughes for lots 1,2,3, and 4 in Block A of the stearns addition to the town 

of Columbus. This deed al10wed Hughes to construct a one-story fra~e building 

containing " ... not less than rooms (3i c) resting u,pon a solid foundation,. the 

whole Structure,properly finished to cost'not less than Five Huadred dollars. R1 

Sorneti~e in 1896 Hughes completed the house on North Peak Stree~, of Queen Anne 

design, befitting the president of the Polk County Telephone Co~pany, city 

councilman and trustee ot the Central Industrial Institute. In 1901 his wife 
purchased lot number 5, adjoining the house site to the northwest. 17 . 

Mary Ro bRrt ~ Hug~1e s. di ed in 1 91 2 18.. and s orne time bef or e 1 91 8 HU:{hE: s re -marl.' i e d 

On October 20_ 1918 he completed the sale of the Peak Street house, for $10,OOC 

to Dr. H.H. Edwards of Polk County, and moved with his bride across Peak Street 

into a new house pu~chased from Sears, Roebuck. 19 • Hughes died in 1921. 20 . 

On October 25, 1925, E.B. Cloud and his wife Ada purchased the Queen Anne hous( 

on Peak street, which Mrs. Cloud had always adrnired. 21 . Edgar Burgess Cloud 
was born in Columbus in 18721 son of Vann Cloud. In the Census of 1900 he is 
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listed as a IImason,,~2. but shortly thereafter he attended Wake Forest Law 

School and began the practice or law in Columbus. He represented Polk Coun" 

in ·the state House of Representatives in 1931 and 1.935, and was a member O~ 

t h t: stat e Sen ate in 1 91 5 -1 91 6 and 1 91 9 - 1 920 . He '(/as """. g en e r 0 u s wi t h h 1 ~ 

legal services for stearns School, the Town of ColulJIbus and Polk County."2~ 
Cloud was !layor or Collin1bus in 1905, 1923 and 1925 p' and was acti ve in the 

service of the Colu~bu8 Preabyterian Church. He died in 1958. 24 . 

After the de~th of Mr~. Cloud in 1985, the house was purchased by Dudley 

Strange of Sparta:nburg, SO, 'Wno bas restored the "ebullience" of the hou~e 

·and garden. 
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FOOTNOTES 

1eAlexander, ~ed, Survey of Historic Properties in Polk County, NC, 
NC Division of Archives and History, 1985. 

2 .. Ibid " 

3"Ibid. 

4· Polk County Historical Association, History of Polk County, 1983, p. 32. 

5 "Alexander, OPe cit. 

6 "Ibid .. 

7· Van Hoppen., John and Ina,. Western Harth Carolina Since the Civil War, 
1973, page 138. 

S·Polk County Historical Association, Ope cit., page 34. 

9. Polk Co~~ty Register of Deeds, Book 11., page 467 

10·United S~ates Census at 1900, Polk County. NC. 

11· Miss Eunice Cloud, Columbus, in~erview, September 15, 1987. 

12·Thermal Belt News Journal, commemorative edition, 1855-1980. 

1 3 · I bi d. 

14"1' 'd I).l • 

15" Polk County Register of Deeds, Book 1 1 , page 467. 
16" Po1k County Register of Deeds, Book 1 3 , page 168 .. 

17· Po J.k County Register 0:[ Deeds~ Book 18, pa2;e 242. 

18'Colurnbus Baptist Church cemetery tombstone. 

19· Polk County negister of Deeds, Book 38, page 484. 

20· Polk County Register of Deeds, death certificate~ 

21 ·Polk County Register of Deeds, Book 55, page 245. 

?2 . - ·Unlted states Census of 1900, Polk County, Ne. 

230Pflk County Historical Association, OPe cit., page 159. 
GA. bid. 
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Vsrbal Boundary Desciption 

: T'he norni1)ated pro1)erti is tLe 1 .. 92 acre 'town lo.ic shown on the attached 

survey dated 1985, prepared ~0r Ada Uloud. 

D See ~on!jnuation sheet 

-"--------------- _._------ .. --_.-----
Boundary JLJstifi.~ation 

The boundary consists of the ':ntire paree.1 that b2.8 his tori cally be erJ. ", 

lJ See continuation sheet 
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Mapped, edited, and published by the Geological Survey 
Control by USGS, NOS/NOAA, Tennessee Valley Authority, North 
Carolina Geodetic Survey, and North Carolina Highway Commission 

Topography by photogrammetric methods from aerial pholographs 
taken 1978. Field checked 1979. Map edited 1982 

Projection and 10,OOO-foot grid ticks: North Carolina coordinate 
system (Lambert conformal conic). 1000-meter Universal Transverse 
Mercator grid, zone 17. 1927 North American Datum. To place 
on the predicted North American Datum 1983 move the projection 
lines 9 meters south and 14 meters west as shown by 
dashed corner ticks 
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IE ME THIS DAY AND ACK'NOWLEDGE THE EXECUTION OF THE FOREGOING INSTRUMENT. 
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