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Cove Crova i1s a largs transgitional PFederal-Grsek Revival
in an wndisturbsd wooded setting on Old Neck Road, an e g
of a regional group of
ines the overall

1 with the delicacy of
tory ?“Dme LeRnIre

by a numbsr of plantation houses. The housa 1s

houses related by form, dabail, and family. It comb

melven ss and boldness of forms of the Gresk Reviva
o
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the Fudaral poriod.

2

- [ QP ~
WS LG U LSS C O

3 bay3 wids, and is dominatad by ara

s 1 3

axt@nd across the front and rear facadss and are covafed b]‘eften31on of
the main gable roof. Tha facades ars flush-sheathsd, ths sides cove
with lappad weatherboards; the latter are covered over with asbastos siding.
Both porches feature tall, somewhat attentuated unfluted Tonic columns
separating the five bays; those on the front riss uninterrupted, but the

. raar porch has a second-lsvel gallery with latsral steps betwesn the levels
in front of the central doorway. The columns, which rest on a SLuray'bricl
“du"i*ar had arcade, ars handsemsly executed, with well-molded basss and
udﬁlba s with an egg-and-dart echinus TQbEIQJ on a bead melding. The

= ’TI{‘)"‘“’ ra features a nodillion ~or

IS

The traatmsnt of the cantral entranca bay is consistent with ths
dramatic scale and rina detail of the porch. Visually framed by tha two
cantral columns ara a first-level fanlit entranca and a2 sscond-level door-
wey with transom and sidelights, opening ontd- a small balcony. The lowsr
antrance provides a focal point for ths facade: the double door is flankad
by sidelights flanked in turn by pairs of symmetrically moldsed pilasters
that carry a striking, outsized fanlight with a bold moldad arch and key-
stong. The large area of the fanlight is articulated only by six siwmple
muntins radiating from ths central hub. The door at the second lewvel is =

singls one, with sidelights bhensath a full-width transom, each with geomatri

18-

tracaery. 1ese elaments are outlined by well-articwlated Greek Revival
surrounds con81st1ng of symmetrically moldad rvands with corner blocks at
ach interssction and a double greek key motif at top center. The dalicste
ron balcony, with railings composad of elongated louzengss 301ned by floral
ossas, 15 supported cn curvilinear bracksts. Ths remaining bays of this
facade contain wiadows with molded frames and sills, with ne-over-nins
sash at the first level and six-owver-nine at the. second, an arrangemant
consistant throughout tha houss.

)_I‘ [

o)

()]

Tha side elevations have a striking con f1g1rau1am characteri
the group of houses to which Cove Grove beslon
chimneys; ths wide gabls roof has two planes
chimneys, and less steep from the chimneys in unbroken lin
. of each porch. The waest side has four bays at the first 1
the chimneys and one to front and rear; the rear bhay at ths s
blind; and two windows cccur in the gable v

. 3
marked, one batnoen tha Cﬂ“hﬂ@fs and ong to tha front with

window; ths rear first-story bay is covared by a small shad antrance wlag
of latar construction. Ths raar faca s a cant antrance at thz Tirst

level and at the second, doors in ths
axtarior transverse stair to ths central
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Wlth sunbursts in high reli
do&bl dOnEll cornicz and shal
thres elaments, ths shelf only over uha
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wates ovar ths tapsred
aracteristic of the group of housas, rather 1like a stylized paw and
= robust scallop shell; elsven rounded
and it 1s by far the
thosa at Land'

most dalicately da

g

gn. That in the front =ast
nznaled pilasters and Ll .
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rooms deep, continues
The plan, with the two
soma of ths detall,
ractaristic of ths
sl which ara mora
frames, and tns treat-
mors so than in ths
ded chair rails and
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having full-blown
symma trically moldad
ef on end blocks and
 adornad with gouge-
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fiat panai

1 vertical v
the ion2r corner
closad Tha rsar room has

lighted by the oversiazs

is bloactea v a transverse arch like that

antiated by a bead-and-reel wmolding on the

l flat panels with square-indsnted cornars

two flights at the rear
Tha opsn string is ornamentsd with simple

usters sguars in saection carry a grace-

of ths hall with an

navael in a carved

sections radiata rfrom
tailed of the sxamples
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the Edmnund Skinnsr House.

simply finished, having walls plasterad

nantels have molded architraves and backbands
v end 5J0~f5 and a plaln friezs hensath a molded cornics and shelf.
5 applied moldings

form lozsngs patterns on the end blocks.

worle gazebo with a cupola
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STATEMENT OF SIGMIFICANCE

Cove Crove is an umisually graceful and impressive coastal plantation
house, combining the boldness of the Grsek Revival with much ol the
delicacy of the late Federal pariod. Its dramatic’ double porchas engaged
under ths main roof and its well-executed exterior and interior dstail
malka 15 an ouuQBand ng membsr of an ional group of nox as,
S mish in i3 s ) . Its builder,

a family of regional and state ﬂ(OWUMW
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o
2081

Skinner, was Q.LK)OJbWC‘THGWbef”(ﬂ?

jamin Smith Skinnsr (1795-1841) acguired a numbsr of small tract
f o in the 0ld Neck seciion of Perquimans, baginning in 1818, to form
Cova (rove Plantation. About 1830 he built the Cove “fovw mansion, whic
has bean owned by his descendants sver since. (A tradition says he wished
to provide hieg wife, E7*zaboth} with a dwelling 1like that of her father,
¢ mes Leigh of Tand's End. Anothsr tradition claims Colonel Laeigh
himselfl bullt Cova Grove for his daughter and Skinner. The similaritiss
¢ batwean Cove (Grove and Land's End are striking, but Gove (Grove shows far
eater Federal influence and °
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5 probably the earlisr of tha twe.)
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A prominsnt planter, Skinnsy was a patron of education, belng a
subseriber or trustee of Union Hall, Farmington, and Harveys Neck academies.
He was also the virtual foundsr and prigeipal supportsr of ths Episcopal
C“wrch of the Holy Trinity in Hertford and ;1rot senior warden of its

ggiry. He diesd on ths ave of the Civil War, bequeathing GCove Grove Lo
hls son and namesake. Benjamin S. Skinner, Jr. (1839-186)) enlisted
the Perquimans Beauregards (Co. F, 27th Regt., N.C.T., C.S.A.) in Lﬂél
In 1863 hs bscame captain of the company, and in 186l he was killed in
battle at Reams Station, Virginia.

. Bacause or esconomic disruption and ths early death of Captain Skinner,|
Cove Grove was sold at public auction in 1870 and was purchased by the
captain's younger brothar, Joshua Skinnsr (18L5-1911), who died in 1911
lsaving Cove Grova to his thrse childran during their lives and afterward
to their children. In a 1923 division the homa farm was allottsd to Dr.
Joshua John Skinner (1882-1949). ‘

Dr. 4. J. Was g biooha"‘
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As the desigrated State Liaiscoa Officer for the MNa-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
84.665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the Mational Register and certify that it has been
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forth by the Mational Park Service, The recommended
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