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" 

h:)~.:E;:3 in an undi ,s tur be d itfoode d 3e on Old 
He ili 

ck Road 
a nUfnber of plantation housl:3s" Tl1.e houso i~3 OD.e of a regional group of 

houses rsl:3.ted detail, and family. It com.bines the o'7erall 
masi veness and boldness of forms of the Greek Revi 'lal lrri th the delicacy OT' 

extend acro,ss the front and rear facades and are covered by extensions of 
the main gable roof. The facades, are flush-s.2eath8d, ths sldes covered 
1j\lith lapped li,reatherboards; the latter are covered ol[er ;;,rith asbestos 
Both porches feature ta11, sOnle'Hhat atteDtuated unfluted Ionic columns 
sepaTating the five bays; those on the front ri3e uninterrupted, but the 
recn" porch has a second-level gallery I-'Ii th lateral steps LJetHeen the lJ3vel..s 
in front of the central door1il}"ay The colum.n.s., ;;,jhich Test on a sturdy-brick 

-aI"ched arcade) are hands0rrlely executed..} Tilith ~,rell--m.olded bases anc.1 
ca;oitals ~'Ti th 311 egg-and-dart echinus 1'e sting o'n a be3.d molding The 

'llha' trA-3. tmeut of the cAntral entrance bay is consistent Hi th ths 
dr'1matic scale· and rina de t.ail of the porch. Visually fl'amed by the -eMO 
r~pntr-3.l columns are a first-level fanlit entrs.:::c8 and ,], s8co:1.d-level dClO..c-'-
1Jlay tiith transom and s:i.delights" opening ont'ol' a small balcony. The lO~\Ir3r 
Em_tr::lnC8 provides a focal point for th8 fac,ade the double door is flanked 
by si.delights flanked in turn by pairs of sJ[rrrr_8tricEJ~ly moldad pilaste:cs 
that carry a striking, outsized fanlight ~I)ith a bold molded arch and 
ston8, The l8.2"'ge area of the fanlight is articulated only siz simple 
muntin3 radiating from the central hub 3 The door at the second level is c'~ 

singls one;, t,rith sidelights beneath a full~-T,fidth transom, each [,'Tith gecme 
tracery" These eleTr1l3nt.s are outlined by I'Jell--articu19.ted G1"8ek R8viv2,1 
surrounds consis ting of syrnme trically 'molded bands Hi th corner blocks at 
eac;h intersection and a double gT88k key motif a.t cent9T. The dslic.:3.te 
iron balc:ony, \:vith railings composed of elongated lozenges joined £10[,;:01 
bas se s, is supp orted on cUJ. .... irllinear bracke ts 0 The of this 
fac3.de contain 'Hindm'Ts Hi th molded frarr_e 3 and sills) ~\Jith nine ~ove';:'-'nin;3 
,sash at the first lev81 and six-aver-nine at the. second an arrangement 
consis tent throughout the house. 

The side ele va tions ha\i-e a striking configuration characteristic of 
the gronp of house s to ~1Thich Cove Grove belongs on each si.de rise tr"ro 
chirrl1sys,; the tlride gable roof has tlil}"O plane s of slop8., s be tueeD the 
chim_ .. 'leys, and less steep from the chimneys in unbroken lines to the co,cniC:8 
of each porch The He st side has four bays at the first 18vel, bTD banea th 
the chimneys and one to front and Tear.; the ~~ear at the second level is 
blind j and -(-,rNO ~.Jindm\Ts oC!.3U1' in tho gable, The east side bas 
marked) one bet,T8en thE) 
"\jITincl. ry;v- th(:3 r8 ar fir~] t~'s 

c)f lat/3Y' cOIlstrncti':m" 

and one t'0 the front '>Ti t"l a 
is co·rri=~re.::1 a 3T,18.11 :3hed 8ntrC!.nce 

The rear facade has a central entr~nC8 at t~8 
level 2.lld at the second, doors in th:::; second and fourth 
oxt"3"('lor tTa.nsverSG st9.ir -to th3 cen.tral sscond.-levsl ant;:C3nC>3 

________________ . __ ,---.-~--------------------,-------I 



COUI"J f'f 
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int8r~lor) ':Thieh Iol1m'Ts a c8nte:c~~,;::.11 t,'"TO rooms d:38p) c.: on t tnuEJ s 

doors 
of the doors 

frame ri an 
Tre8 
some of the 

characteristic 

th the t~'TO 

detail) 
sclT3me thems91ves, are of the 

35,3 of the group J \',hi ch ara rnore 
'€i'3 3 L·rle rrla~-~ ) ll~~'2 ·'lC '?~[l,.j T,~Jii-~'j()('f fl-cctrr~83 .J.Dcl 

ment of the stair hO;~Tever.' are Federal jn feeling--far more so than in the 
otha house s The firs t-floor rooms fea tU=:-'9 simple molde d chair rails and 
~8_39 bOcLcds 

The Hest parlors are th.8 wost elaborsLtely treated) having full-blm'm 
thre 8 "PE1Tt Fe deral mantels Tha t in the frcmt room has s;ymme trically molda d 

ters carrying a frieze Hi th sllnbursts in high relief on end blocks and 
c8nc,er tablet, beneath a double dentil cor:::.ice and shelf adorned TpTith gou.ge-
~'i(!l'k cornice breaks out over all thT88 elements, tha shelf only OVdr the 

~J3 1 Al C,l-~ ';2 ~']'~~ t cal,~~g~ ,3 Ij:-I' ~. Ie" ~3 "';'~~ SS t" ldJ~;~;3\1;~~:1':' ,~;;di n jg . 
orJ-3,cl mo .cdngs .r',atJ-pane_,-ed pi_2s"Cers carry a r.3. Her TrTi,.f:3 [lW.LCl8C arch t 

i,ri~.}l CL deeply rnolded kdystoD83.ccented by :=l central i/ar-Gice!.l rOH of round 
P,':-l~::;~ The soffi t of the arch is flat-p3.ngled, and the inner corners of the 

'='J:>'J2:'3 a1"'3 notched GO fi t, {JT()lJ.nrl t,}li~ 1.:-11'9 Hh::11l c10s80. Tl,18 Tsar rO(inl has 
E:. ;TI::j.ntel of similar but slightly Simpler design~ rrh9.t in the front- east 
p::-cc'lo.c is of t118 same form but ~'Ti th rIa t·-~~5.n21ed pila.s ters and flat pans 1::; 

the sunbursts as OL'lament; the T'28.:C 8cc:::-;t parlor has led 
blocks and no center tablet~ 

The first-floor ball is qlJ_ite an ssive room) lighted the oversize! 
f::::tnli of th3 f~"or1t door. It is bts3cteQ by a transverse arch like that 
2.(1 th'3 adj Darlors) difierc_-d,iated a bead-and-reel lnolch on the 
l-:::;:yston_e, A Hainscot~l]'ith raised flat panels ljITith square-indented corners 
is presentQ The stair rises in b,ro flights at the rear of the hall 1fiith an 
jJ~ t.ransverse landing The open string is ornamented ~,Tith si rl1ple 

rn bracts ts) 2.nc1 sle Dder balu.sters square in sec tion carry a gr.ace­
,'_'ul rounded handrail, '(,;T..hich terminat.es 0\T8~ the tapered 118(1[31 in a carved 
el~;m(:Jnt characteristic of the group of h01.183S) rather like astyliz8cI paH and 

o rdsambling a robust scallop shell; e127cHl rounded sections radi9.te {rom 
U<.':; back foc"U.s, Cl.l~d it is far the most d31icately detrl.iled of t.he 8xarrrples 
se3D) including those at LandI s End and the Edmund Skinner House 

The s8conc1--'s-Gory rooms are more simply finished) having Ivalls plastered 
;".jOV'fl molc.!ed baseboards The frl3.ntels have molded architra-vC!s and backbands 
~l1'3, (~clI~r;y' encl bJ_c>cl{s ,3.nd I:t pl,3..il1 fr'iez8 8en8cLth a rrloldec1 corrlic~3 and shelf 
In 'evo of the rooms ap~)lied form l.ozenge patterns on the end blocks 

To the soUt:-,hH3st of the h0118a is a I,ri th 9. C ]1'0 ol::t , 
~ [ 
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rST,"if=:MENT OF SI(,NIF1CANCS I 

II C(';ve C~rOV8 j S cLn lJJl11Sual1y graceful and impressive coast9.1 Dlarltation I 
house _, c ombi lling the boldne ss of the Greek R.e vi v3.1 1;,rt th much of 'the j 
de.licacy of the late Ferieral period IGS dramatic double porches enga.ged I 

I
I under the main roof and its ;,7ell-executed exterior and interior det\3.il I 

m,=~ke it an outstanding member of an irriportant ::.'8gional group of houses) 
130) 1,}iIIIL!1: 

H3 amin Smith Skinn:3r' (1795 -1861) acquired a number of ~-3mall trac c,s 
of l'::?,Ld in t;}18 Old Neck section of Perqtl.imans, beginning in 1818 J to form 
C,J';/8 G~:-'OV8 P1an.tati:J11 Abcut 1830 .b.e built the Cove Grove man8i!Jn~. Hhich 
has been m,rned by his descendants e veI' since" (A, tradi tion says he ii-rished 

I 
to prGvidG his \"Tife:: Eli z::Lbeth, Hi th 3. chTelling like? that of her fathtH', 
Col ').08 1. rJ,g,:ne s 1e igh of Iti:c'.d 1,3 End. A.l'1oth3I' tradition clCl,:ims Colona 1 I,eigh 
himself built Cove Grove for' hie:; and 5kinJ.'1er. The similal"'i ties 
betT"T'38n Cove Grove and Land 1 End are striking but Cove Grove sho(J's fa,r 
gre2,"Cer Federal influence and is probably the earlier o~ the c't-To.) 

, i 

t 
A prominent pl'.lnt(3r J Skinner' \,ITas a pa.tron of edt'tc3,tion, being ,'1; i 

8ubs r.:;riber or tnlstee of Union Hall, ?armington, and Harveys Neck academie21~ 
He HEV3 also the vir"Cual founder and p.cir:;.cipal su.pporter of the Epis,copa1 ! 
CrUTch of the.::; Holy Trini in Hertford cmd first Geniol" 1"Tcn1 den of its 
~J'8 s He die c1 on the 8 va of the Ci \.d.l lrTar, oe que a thing Cove (1'1'01;;"8 to 
his son ne.tnes:lks. Be S. S~(inn8r, Jr. (1839--1861--!-) enliswd in 
-j-'le D'8rr11'll"m'Cl~"~ BO~'--"~e{7a'V"Oc"c:! (C'-" F ()7-'-'l Re-.J.. II-J'" 'T \~j ('t A ) l"n IRo.?] ui_l1. I .... J.L .. cL.!.ll.:> J...vC .. LLl. b-.l,.-l_ll...) L), ) L-, L.:1 gU:'J 1\ l_, n, Jr'lU-a ~ ____ () _~Q 

In 186J he became captai!1 of the corrpany, and in lC36h he ~vas killed in 
ba ttle at Re 8,ms Station) ViTginia 9 

t 
Because 01 economic disruption and the early death of Captain Skinner)'. 

Cove Grove Has sold at public anction in 1870 and ~\Tas plu~Ghased by the 
c9.ptain IS you.nger brother', Joshua Skinner (lB45-1911)) 1,17110 died i.n 1911 
Ie Cove Gr\)V'3 to his three children during their liv8s and ctf~BT'HarcJ 
to -cheir children., In a 1923 eli vision the home faTm t,Tas allot teo, to Dr ~ 
JOShl; .. ::l ,John Skinrer ( ~1969). 

He. Ll', J. SkilllJ2l" 
o.f t u:ce :-lr.c1 th8 
L1U. trl T,ion and s.::rils, 
Skin.I18r anc1 

He h=; qUi33, t,hecl C',)V'C3 Gr'ove 
t~l;e 11 SlcLnn,~.n:~ (1915 
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