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Samuel Nixon House 
AND/OR HISTORIC: 

': .. , ,:.' 

STREET ANq NUMBER: 

On Perquimans River at the end of SoRe 1121 

STATE: 

North Carolina 
COUNTY: 

Perquimans 
FOR N P SUS EON LY 

ENTRY DATE 

CITY OR TOWN: 

Parkville TownshiD 
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT: First 
The Hon. vval ter B. Jones 

STATE 

North Carolina 
lr.-,p:A' 

CATEGORY 

(Check One) 

t:I District 

o Site 

~ Building 

o Structure 

o Object 

0 Public 

[K] Private 

0 Both 

CODE COUNTY: CODE 

37 Pe rqu im;:J,Yl Ei 

qWNERSHIP STATUS 

Public Acqui sition: lKJ Occupied 

0 In Process 0 Unoccupied 

0 Being Considered o Preservation work 0 Unres tri cled 

in progress Qg No 
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0 Agriculturcd 0 
0 Commercial 0 
0 Educational 0 
0 Entertainment 0 

Government 

Industrial 

Military 

Museum 

o Pork 

I]] Private Res idence 

o Religious 

o Scientific 

o Transportation 

o Other (Specify) 

o Comments 
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[J E [1 Fair [1 Ruin1 

(Check One) 

across e 
flank a handsome double ~"shouJ_dere 

o bl'.i ck Flo 
THO chinmsys th rebuil t staeks OCCU1' 

An early shed addl, tion at tIns 0 

roo and one d nddit 
beaded weatherboards survive 

covered \rith~matherbo3_rds rathe 
first lovel of the' main 

there are a ~Tindow in the 
tho bluck t~vo 

window in the ri 
the gambrel are eve 

the 

the main block features at the first leval a hall and 
hall on the south side ThG south d addition c 

smalls r rooms and be himi the is a room in the 
rise s the south 1I1al1 of the hall, \.Ji th ini tial ~Jinders and 

back-to-front. It is an ssive Ge stair, i,vith 
heavy n8\'181 square in section ".nth a molded cap, 

a molded handrail The hall is finished 
that continues up the stair wall. The 
a Hell-executed GEl lJainscot wi th raised 

syrnmu trically molded chair ra_Ll 
gm8 n tal-aTche d ope and a mol de d bClc1(band ts 

d. vITi th don Lils . AL10V8 is a raised 
Is ahove a conLrn.1 horizontal nul flanked :;quarEJ 

is a man r£ll Hi th thr88 flat 
d a.rchitrave ~ Bet\deen th(3 of the rooms 

.ntly oCl ~,rj Lh raisocJ-p,]nolod 
rose head nails I8C! ther Hashers 
tho hOll,],] Ac:COCi:::; to Lhe 30ccnd floor 
have a ha.ll and a ~~i room 

tl,.;'O small rooms 
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PERIOD (Check One or IHore 88 Appropriate) 

o Pre-Columbian i o 16th Century 

o 15th Century o 17th Century 

SPECIFIC oATE(S) (lfApplicab/e and Known) ca 
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Abor i9inal 0 Education 

0 Prehistoric 0 Engi neeri ng 

0 Historic 0 I ndus try 

0 Agriculture n Invention 

[]: Archi tecture 0 Landscape 

0 Art Architecture 

!Xl Commerce 0 Literature 

0 Communications 0 Military 

0 Conservation 0 Music 

STATEMENT OF SiGNl,FICANCE 

0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

0 
IX] 

[X] 18th Cen fury 

[2g 19th Century 

Political 

Religion/Phi_ 

losophy 

Science 

Sculpture 

Socia I/Human-

itarian 

Theater 

Transportation 

o 20th Century 

0 Urban Planning 

0 Other (Specify) 

The Samuel Nixo'n House is an important survival of an eighteenth 
century gambrel roof dwelling, with much of its original fabric intact. 
Parti~ularly interesting are the handsome Georgian stair and mantel. Its 
Significance is enhanced by its connection wi th Samuel Nixon, a prominent 
merchant who operated a toll float bridge near this house, and later ~Ti th 
"Blanchard I s Bridge," an important commercial center that flourished there 
in the nineteenth century. 

In 1789 Samuel Nixon (1768-1815) purchased a farm on the north side 
of Perquimans River.. It is thoughthe erected the house now bearing his 
name about 1790. Becoming one of the wealthiest men in Perquimans, Nixon 
acquired many tracts of land. At his home plantation he operated a store 
and a toll float bridge. An unusual provision in Nixon's bridge contract 
wi th Perquimans COlm ty was the granting of free passage to persons going 
to worship at nearby Wells 'Friends Meeting House Nixon was himself a 
Quill<er until his disownment in 1796 for holding and hiring slaves. In his 
mercantile affairs he employed his own sailing vessels., manned by slaves 
In the twenty years after Nixon's death in 1815, his homeplace and float 
bridge were owned by his son Samuel and two sons-in-laliv, Edmond Wni te and 
Exum Elliott .. 

William Ralivls Blanchard "'(1810-1875) purchased the property in 1837 a 

His business partner at that time, James C. Skinner, Oli,rned a half-interest 
from 1837 to 1843 Blanchard moved to the Nixon farm and lived there until 
his death nearly forty years later. To it he transferred the mercantile 
firm he had founded in Chmvan County in 1832 (The firm is still in 
existence, in the town of Hertford, as J Co Blanchard & Co -' Inc.) An 
important cOInIl1ercial center developed at "Blanchard's Bridge, II lin th the 
toll bridge, a 1;lrharf, a cotton gin and pre ss and sugar mill Bla.nchard 
also engaged in farming, spilming, weaving, tanning, shcemaking, black-
smi thing, and shipo~ming During the Civil l,var, he ~Tas a member of the 
local Commi ttee of Vigilance and Safety and of the comrnittee chosen to 
design and print Perquimans County currency" His toll bridge ~Tas burned 
by Union forces in 1863 Blanchard ~Ta.s an inventor, recei ving patents for 
a cuI ti va tor in 1869 and a corn and cotton cuI ti va ting-ploH in 1870 

William R Blanchard died in 1875. He is described in his firm's 
history as "merchant, farmer, shipowner; mechanic, craftsman,. inventor.; 
churchman, magis tra te and patriot "1i\Tilliam S Blanchard m'Tne d hi s I 
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father William R Blanchard's property from 1879 to 1905. He was a farmer, 
business leader and Hertford Town Conunissioner. Alonzo RIO ~vinslow owned the 
property from 1905 to 1934.. In the latter year it t-Jas purchased by W" HaY1'Tood 
Smith, the present OTrTner 
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Rese Ray Winslo\i1J, Jr .. , Hertford, North Carolina, consultant; archi-tectural description by Catherine Cockshutt) survey supervisor 
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.~_E.? L 6, TI TLlDE ANp LONGI __ r'JDE :0. LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

0 DEFINING THe. LI::.NT;:;:R POIN-' OF A ?i-<OPERTY DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 

R OF LEsS THAN TEN ACRES - -r------
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 
0 , .. 0 , " 36 0 13 ' 03 .. 76 0 29 , 45" NW 

NE 0 , .. 0 , 
" 

SE 0 , 
" 0 , 

" 
S,!{ 0 . " 0 , ". I. 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 9 acres 
'j - APPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES \I-.IST AL.L ST AT ES AND COUN ~I ES FOR PROPERTI ES OVER L 

STATE: CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

1?l:J:,:{.:FgB.MpR.~: p.t.",nc:h. 
g. ..:.:.: .... 

NAME AND TITLE: 

Survey and PlanninK Dni t ' tTE ORGANI ZA TION 

28 AUr'ust .1 on Division of Archives and Histor.Y 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

109 East Jones Stree t 
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE .. 

RalS3.:igh North~liILCi 31 .. ~ :." 
ILL 2:.:21 [1'2 ;:}.::[t\\A~SIihl~_~.~'Y0Z~ L P flCe 1-<·.1 J.t:' . Pi: 'l:Jl,r"t.:.:.,.+~G!~~-,. 'C' .:::. ~:~~ 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tiona! Historic Preservation Act 0f 1966 (Public Law 
I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion Natiol1al Register. 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

pvaluated according to the c-iteria and procedu res set 

forth by the National Park ServIce, The recommended 
Director, Office of Archeolol5Y and Hisloric Preservation 

level of signific<lnce of this nomination is: 

National 0 State 0 Local Qg 
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Title Director, Division of Archives 
and History 

Keeper of The N-:alional Ree,ister 
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