ONS

SEE

INSTRUCT

Form 10-° UNITED-STATES DEPARTMENT CF THE INTEH STATE: G e
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE North Carolina
. COUNTY:
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Pitt !
INVENTORY — NOMINATION FORM FORNPS USE ot «
' ENTRY NUMBER OATL
(Type all ealries — complete «_'Jpplicable sections)
{1 INAME
. C OMMON ¢
s Grimesland Plantation

AND/OR HISTORIC:

OCATION

STREET AND NUMBER:

Route #2 (SR 1569)

CITY OR TOWN:

Grimesland ~

STATE copE |COUNTY:

37

North Carolina

CoDE

1y

CLASSIFICATION'

CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
(Check Onc) OWNERSH!P‘ " STATUS TO THE PUBLIC
[J District Building ] Public Public Acquisition: Occupied Yos:
[J Site (] Structure ‘ Private 3 In Process [] Unoccupiod {7 Restricted
O] Object ] Both {J Being Considered [ Preser«stion work [ Unrestricted
‘ ' in progress & No

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)”

] Transportation
(] Other (Spocl{;r)

[ Comments

[ Agricultural 7] Government O Park

O Commercial 1 Industrial X} Private Residence
{C] Educational O Military [ Re|igious'

] Entertainment J Museum ) [J Scientific

F4 OWNE] ROPERTY.:
OWNER'S N AME: o
5
Vernon White o 2 3
STREET AND NUMBER: g n
Box 41 DB
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: coos W ';'1
Tinterville North Carolina 37 =
[5 {iO‘"C'ATfONfVQF"‘;I:E_GA'EZDESCR!PTlON e ¥
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: 3
e}
Pitt County Courthouse oy
STREET AND NUMBER: . = _—<!
Third and Evans Streets o
CITY OR TOWN: STATE COoDE
Greenville North Carolina 37
REPRESENTATION [N EXISTING SURVEYS: "= ="
TITLE OF SURVEY: [N
IR
DATE OF SURVEY: [ Federal (7] State ] County O Local i ; %
DLPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 1 clz
e 2
i ;‘ f
STREET AND NUMBER: : m
e
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: coDE } i
Lo
| »
B
L. A




17, DESCRIPTION - o i s

(Check Ono)
[A Excollont [C} Good ] Fair [T} Dotorioratod ] Ruins [J Unexpesed
(C/:uc/(—anu) ’ ‘ (Chack Ono)
X1 Altored ) (7} Unaltered . [ Moved (A} Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

CONDITION

Grimesland Plantation is a two-story structure builbt of beaded
weatherboards with a gable roof and American bond exterior end
chimneys. During the Greek Revival period a single-story wing with
a hip roof was added on each end, a two-story addition was constructed
across the north (rear) side, and a one story verandah was addec 1o
the front of the house,

The south facade of the main block is five bays wide. The ca:
entrance contains.a nine-panel door framed by a pair of engaged Fii
columns supporting a diminutive entablature which features a pier
fret design and breaks out over each column. The wall under the
entablature is of flush siding. The windows have nine—dver-nine
3ash on the first story and nine-over-six on the second. Tach wing
contains a bay window with unusual applied wooden ornament.,

' The interior of the house is center-passage in plan with a parlor
on either side of the main hall., A well-designed stair with fine
ornamental brackets and a simple balustrade rises in three runs from
the left side of the hall, The main door with its fanlight is framed
by a molded architrave. It is flanked by reeded pilasters which support
an entablature decorated with a Wall of Troy motif. On the door is

an unusual iron box lock with two knobs.

The hall and parlors have plaster walls above and below a molded
chair rail. There are simple Federal mantels in the main block and
marble ones with arched fireplace openings in the wings.

The plantation grounds contain several fine outbuildings including
slave quarters, still occupied by farm laborers, and a smokehouse
bullt of uncoursed fieldstone with a+low pyramidal roof.,

QJ
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

In 1786 William Grimes bought several tracts along the Tar River
in Pitt Couaty and combined them into a plantation. He builv
for his family on this property in the last decade of the eight
century.  Grimes was a prominent local politician and served szeveral
terms in the General Assemoly. He died at the age of thirty-ons and
his son, Bryan Grimes, acquired the plantation soon afterward. In
June, 18L8, Grimes gave Grimesland to his son, also named Bryzn Crimes.
In 1861 the younger Bryan Grimes, a strong secessionist, and owaer
of fifty-seven slaves, was elected a delegate to the Secession Convention
and was e driving force in North Carolina's witndrawal from tre Union.
He joined the Confederate Army as a major and as commander of the
Fourth North Carolina Regiment., His military career was marked by
aggressive bravery. At the war's end he had advanced to the rank of
major general and his regiment fired the last volleys prior to the
surrender of the Army of Northern Virginia. On August 1lj, 1880, he
was murdered by political enemies. General Grimes's widow, Cherlotte
E. Grimes, held the plantation house in dower until her death in th=
1920s.

' Among the other distinguished members of the Grimes family was

J. Bryan Grimes, son of General Grimes. He served as Secretery of
State of North Carolina and was noted for his progressive reorzanization:
of that office., ” '

Grimesland Plantation is now owned by State Senator Verncn White
of Winterville, North Carolina, and remains as a fine example of an
antebellum plantation in North Carolina., In addition to the plantation
house, there is a barnyard with several well preserved outbuildings
including a row of frame slave quarters and a stone smokehousc,

In its setting on the banks of the Tar River, among large open
Tields, Grimesland is perhaps more evocative of the antebellun era
than many of the better preserved plantations of greater architectural
merit in North Carolina,
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