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OWNERSHIP 

(Chock Ono) 

0 District IZl 8ui Iding 0 Publ ic Public Acquisition: 

0 Si te 0 Structu~e rn Private o I n Process 

5TA TI.:: 

COUNTY: 
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FOR NPS USE m":l.:' 

ENTRY NUMBER 

CODE 

ST ATUS 

L2l Occupied Yes: 

o Unoccupi ad o Restricted 

0 Object 0 Both o Being Considered o Prc,:;c""'ll,on work 

in progress 

o Unrestricted 

2J No 

PRESENT USE (Check One ork/ore as Appropriate)' 

0 Agricultural 0 Government o Park 

0 Commercial 0 Ind ustr i al ~ Private Res idcnce 

0 Educotional '0 Mi litary o Religious' 

0 Entertainment 0 Musoum o Scientific 

OWNER'S NAME: 

Vernon 'White 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

Box 41 
CITY,OR TOWN: 

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: 

STATE: 

o Transportation 

o Other (SpecJf~) 

North Carolina 
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CONDITION 
DO Excollent o Good o Fair 

(C/IUc/< Onu) 

lXJ A Itored . 0 Unaltered 

(Chock One) 

o Deteriorated 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

o Ruins o UncKpC'sed 
--------; 

(Choe/< 0110) 

o Moved [3] Original Site 

Grimesland Plantati-on is a two-story structure built of beaded 
weatherboard~ with a gable roof and American bond exterior end 
chimLleys.. :;Juring the Gre'ek Revival period a single-story wing vrith 
a hip roof ,\vas added on each end, a two-story addition YfaS constructed 
across the north (rear) side, and a one story verandah was added to 
the front of the housea 

The south facade of the main block is five bays wide The csnt=,1al 
entrc:-nce contains a nine-panel door framed by a pair of engaged fluted 
columns supporting a diminutive entablature 'which features a pierced 
fret design and breaks out over each column.. The wall under the 
entablature is of flush sidingo The windows have nine-over-nine 
sash on the first story and nine-aver-six on the second.. Each "ving 
contains a bay window wi th ',unusual applied wooden ornament 0 

The interior of the house is c'enter-passage in plan TTi th a :Jarlor 
on ei therside of the main hall o A well-designed stair vri th fin3 
ornamental brackets and a simple balustrade rises in three runs fl'om J 
the left iide of the hall o The main door with its fanlight is fra~ed 
by a molded architrave.. It is flanked by reeded pilas ters which suppor '_, 
an entablature' decorated with a Viall of 'D."oy motif.. On the door is 
an unusual iron box lock with tlNO knobs 0 

The hall and parlors have plaster walls above and below a molded 
chair railo There are simple Federal mantels in the main block o.~1d. 
marble ones with arched fireplace openings in the wingso 

The plantation grounds'contain several'fine outbuildings including 
slave quarters, still occupied by farm laborers, and a smokehouse 
built of UYlcoursed fieldstone with a,I,lOlY pyramid,al roof /) 
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One or /Horo as Appropriate) 

Pre-Columbian i 0 16th Century 

0 15th Century 0 17th Century 

SP EC I FI C DA TE(S) (If Applicablo and Known) 

0 Agriculture 

GSl Architecture 

0 Art 

0 Commerce 

0 Communications 

0 Conservation 

0 Educati on 

0 Engineering 

0 Indllstry 

0 Invention 

0 Landscape 

Architecture 

0 Literature 

crl Mili'tory 

o Music 

'" 

Kl 18th Century 0 20th Century 

q 19th Century 

lKl Political 

0 Religion/Phi_ 

losophy 

0 Science 

0 Sculpture 

0 Socia I/Human-

itarian 

0 Theater 

0 Transportation 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
; 

In 1786 William Grimes bought several tracts 'along the r:='cI'River 
in Pitt Couclty and combined them into a planta tion He built 2. home 
for his faraily on this property ih the last decade of the- eigh-c,ee~'lth 

centuryo' Grimes was a prominent local poli tician and served 0c1reral 
terms in the General Assemblyo He died at the age of thirty-o:r:8 and 
his son,' Bryan Grimes, acquired the plantation soon afterward. In 
June, 1848, Grimes gave Grimesland to his son" also named BrY2.i~ Grimes 0 

In 1861 the younger Bryan Grimes, a strong secessionist, and C','i:1er 
of fifty-seven slaves, was elected a delegate to the Secession Conventio~ 
and was a driving force in North Carolina I s yo. t~1.drawal from t:r.s Union" 
He joined the Confederate Army 'as a major and as commander of tee 
Fourth North Carolina Regiment" His military career was markec. by' 
aggressive braveryo At the war's end he had advanced to the ran.1.c of 
major general and his re[;iment fired the last volleys prior to the 
surrender of the Army of Northern 'Virginia" 0{1 August 14, 1880, he 
"tras murdered by political enemies. General Grimes 1 s widow, Ch2.rlot-t.8 
E .. Grimes, held the plantation house in dower until her death in tJ;,:'~ 
1920s 0 

Among the'other distinguished members of the Grimes family was 
J 0 Bryan Grimes, son of General Grimes.. He served as Secret2.r:r of 
state of North 'Carolina and was noted for his progressive reorganizatio~ 
of that officeo 

Grimesland Plantation is'now owned by state Senator Verncn V{hite 
of Wintjcrville ,North Carolina, and ren11.ins as a fine example of ,an 
antebellum plantation in North Carolina o In addition to the plantation 
house, there is a barnyard with several well preserved outbuilc.ings 
including a row of frame slave quarters and a stone smokehousco 

In its setting on the 'banks of the Tar River, among large open 
fields,Grirnesland is perhaps more evocative of the antebellw":1 era 
than many of the better 'preserved plantations of greater architcctUl~al 
meri t in North Carolina 0 
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DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPEnTY OR DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY I 
OF.LESS THAN TF.N ACRES . 

CORNER LATIT).)DE LONGITUDE LATI TUDE LONGI TUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Se·conds 

NW 35 0 "? 20 " 77 0 10 , 02 " ).) 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 
o , ill 0 , It 

NE 35 0 33 ' 20 .. 77 0 10 , 01 " 
SE 35 0 33 ' 24 .. 77 0 10 , 01 " 
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ORGANIZATION 

North Carolina De2artment of Archives and History 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

109 East Jones Street 
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE 

I Raleigh North Carolina '37 
[12. STATE UAISONOFFICER C~RT1FICAtION :.:/... !L~ .. iL":"NAT IONA L' REG is T E RVER IF leATI 0 ~·I 

As the des ignated State I~iaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the Notional Ret2;ister and certify that it has been 

evaluated occoruing to the critel'ia LInd procedures set 

forth by lhe National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National 0 Sto te i3J Local 0 

Nnone Dr, H~ ~ 
Title _~Dir~tor~ St.llc~l1ent of 

Archiv8s and History 

Dale December l~~2~7~0~ ____________ _ 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register, 

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Pre&ervution 

Date 

ATTEST: 

/(cl'{J()r of TII(' N,lIic>llnl r\OI~i:;(('r 
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rn 

z 

n 

o 
z 




