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:~13:::: THE PRESENT <\1'-10 ORIGINAL PHYSICAL APPE.<l,RANCE 

The Humphrey-~'Tilliams House) a t-Ho~story frame farmhouse dating from 
th? second quarter of the nineteenth century, is located close to the road 
in an impressi ve setting of large trees, surrotmded by an early l1Tooden picke 
i'cnCr:3. A number of early outbuildings) including a barn) a carriage house) 
a,sToclcehonse, a.nd a store-post office, complete the farm compleX0 The house 
i>Lv8 1i1Jide and three deep) is in its original fm.ill t;vith the exception 
3D unobtrusive t~ventieth century one-story center rear ~ving l;,rhich replaced 
the original one-bay ~\Tide tTNo-story porch It is set on a high brick 
tioE 31'-d covered Hi th plain lapped siding Nine-over-nine sash 1i,Jinc1oHs l,\Ti 

molded archi traves beneath projecting cap molding illllminate all 81e 
In each upper gable end are four-pane transom lPTinduw,'3 ~\Ji th the 

surround A handsome molded box cornice ~'Tith short 1'e Gurns terminates 
the front and rear facades, and a narror"r molded cornice continue.'3 a~ong the 

Q 0 THO interior brick chimneys with ornamental stucco bands beneath 
tile molded caps rise from the gable roof 

An ol"iginll one-story shed porch runs across the main (south) facade 
The porch roof extends beyond the porch floor, and is supported by turned 
~)()s-;:;:3 l·Tith unusual turned capitals resembling coiled rope The posts are 

tJl1 freestanding brick piers The treatment of the cornice is 
i(1(3llcic2"1 to t of the r(lain cornice ~ Chamfered posts, plain b8.1ustaI's) 

molded b.aJ'ldrail form the porch railing The space enclosed. by the 
i~'3 treated like an interior room, Hi th tln~ee facade entrances 1"rith 

r],"; :=,~"i18 c1 arcl1i tee ttu",il trim to the po:cch) and a. .rIa t-paneled I;ITcl,in.s 
c! I'::' f:rr.:tending across th8 facade nearly to the corners Tha porch railing 

is idsntical to the interior stair railing, which enhances the :LnterioT 
.~:'l'L:JJ_e nce In the center bay is a double door Hi th transom ctnc1 ,sid81i.gh~,s, 

'Tho each leaf containing a single vertical panel, ha,s c:m elaboY\;J,te 
;~")}.ArouIld consisting of pilasters composed of slender engaged half~~round 

1vl th flat-paneled corner blocks, supporting a molded entablatul~e 
cJove the door Pilasters composed of slender vertica~ lPTOoden strips Hhich 

fc:r~Tn. flat panels fla.,.ru{ the sidelights and support an identical entablature 
SlJTTflo'tJDting the en tire entrance" Each flanJcing :3ntrance is a single dooI' 
cont.:],ining tlj\TO vertical panels set TJ'ri.thin a plain frame and surmoQnted by 
'iJ ran;30TTl CLTJ.d an entablature like that of the main entra;.'1ce The firs 
:;::·C),c::: 2,c1.a ljIindo~iTs are dis tinguishe d from the remaining !!'Jindo\J'ls by an archi­
tl'ClT/e composed of slender applie d vertical 'ijlJoodsn members like the center 
entl'8.nce pilasters 

The interior of the Humphrey-Williams House -' a center-hall plan hIo 
, continues the vernactUal" Greek Relrlval finish of the exterioT. 

is cJi viclec1 into a front cmd rear hall at both Ie v,sls. The Tear 
i~:::<Ll :"13.:3 originally open to the rear porch at both level.s ... _ but ~Iras closec1. 

T'lhen the rear TrIaS reffiovecL An open-string stair rises the 
A tall cha.mfered n8['Jel, balusters ,~1nd 

handrail form the balustrade The flat 'paneled hall ~ITainsc ~;;ith 

3, moldc-3d chaiT rail is repeated on the stair a.nd contin')"3s 
stai:c liTa~l to upper hall@ Above the Hainscot the 

) and c urviline ar brae ke ts adorn the open 'Hi th the 
:{C8fJT,J,fJ:-l of tbe parlor, each room has plastered Halls :.1nd a \,TOOJ. theel. 

C':1 The first -floor front and Tear hall and the first·floor 0ll.th3 9,;3t 
___ .~ ____ ~ ______ ~~_~ _____ ._~. ____ . __ ~~ __ ~. __________ ~~ __ ~ ___ ~ ____ ~ _______ . __ ~ ____ ._---i 
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room contain flat~paneled 'Hainscots 1;,ri th molded chair rails) and the second~ 
floor front hall contains a flat-paneled 1;IJainscot The 'lrTindoH and door archi· 
tra,ve,'3 throughout the house are very similar to the archi traves of the first~· 
floor facade 1;,rindm,rs) and are surmounted by projecting molded caps In 
s811e1'al of the rooms the lj,Tindow archi tra ve s extend to the floor, framing b,ro 
horizontal flat panels Each door has t1ilTO vertical flat pansls, and a 
numbar of origina~ box locks sur vi va Each of the rooms contains the original 
mantel; no b,ro are identical, but each is composed of pilasters, frieze and 
sh31f elaborated varying combinations of the sarne decorative elements 

on the f ac ade':> 

The southi;vest room, the parlor!} the most finely finished room) has 
plastered li>Talls and ceiling!} T"Ti th a molded plaster frieze a,nd cornice and a 
large plaster ceiling medallion composed of concentric rings" The paT'lor 
mantel the most elaborate in the house -' is composed of synmletrically molded 
p:ilasters lirith a tvro-tier molded frieze, a flat-paneled center tablet, and a 
molcJ,a c1. cornice CLnd shelf 

Th3 store-post office) located at the rear v'Test sid8 of th8 house) i.3 a 
salall L'8C tangular fra.lT1'3 building covered -0>Ti th plain lapped siding and a steep I 

roof Hith plain boxed eaves" The ma.in (south) gable end facade contain,:? 
lh:] entrELn(8) a cii:1g onally ~ihF:'] ,~:tth8 d batten door hung on strap hingr3 S) I 
1;\Ti a largf3 iron door pull A small ~vinc1mIJHi th a single c1 I 
::;hu GteI' is present in the front alld rear Beneath the front ~,Tindo-;\r is the 
letter chute, probably dating from 1856 Hh::m the Raft S'Hamp Post Office \fTaS 
established here The interior is covered w-ith IIide horizontal sheathing, 
'i'Ji. th e:-~oosed beaded ceiling joists The ~vindolilTs are framed by a simpler 
version of the interior surrotmds of the main house The built-in \fTOoden 
sh81v~3s and counter are perhaps original to the store 
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STATEMENT OF SiGNIFICANCE 1 

The Humpbrey-vJilliams House is at! unusual lli'1d well-preserved vernacul34 
Greek Revival house, of particular significance in exhibiting the handling 'I 

of porches as rooms, a regional characteristic admirably suited to the 
V) 10TtTland climate.. The full compl&ment of early outbuildings includes ,an 
z 1856 store-post office. 
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The Humphrey-Williams House \Vas apparently built by Richard E .. Humphre;x'" 
bet-Heen 1835, ItThen he begaJl to acquire the laYld on Hhich the farm is ,I 

located) and his death about 1856.. At his death his orpha...'1ed children, .AIm 
Eliza and Tiiilliam Eo) Here left in· common his 3,OOO-acre estate _ During 
the August, 1859, term, the qOlLl'lty court of pleas and quarter sessions 
c1i v"ide d the e sta te, al;'Tarding .A_l'lD Eliza and her b.usb2nd IJvs.rren '~Tilliams 
1,487 acres containing Richard HUIn.phreyl s house and outbuildings, valued at! 
$6.,961, and the remainder to her brother.. In 1908 the ~~!illialns bequeaths d i 
the house and plantation, reduced to about 600 acres, to their children j 

Robert ~\j .. ) Ida and Janie, and in 1965 it was sold to the present owners;) I 
HI' .. and r1rs. Charles Thomas Smith. I 

, 
The house has had Ii ttle al tBration, and is nm-l under restoration. It I 

I is one of too best-preserved of the feltT remaining examples of antebellum ; 
domestic architecture in Robeson Cou.nty, a m-raTilpy, sparsely settled area I 
of the state in the nineteenth centuryo It is significC3.l'1.t not only for the I 
unusual application of whimsical Greek Revival archi tectural trim, but as I 
an exarnple of the fluid h&"'1dling of interior and exterior snace charac teristic 
of southeastern North Carolina.dHellings of the period. Th~ facade porch i~ 
finished to resemble an interior room) and the rear hall at both levels Has I 
originaJ.ly open to the outside as a porch. A portico in antis occurs at 
the nearby Philadelphus Presbyterian Church, which) according to county 
tradi -Cion, ~vas built by the same carpenter 1vho built the Hun:phrey-lfJilliams 
House. The presence of several early outbuildings and the early nineteenth I 

centuI'Y store) containing the Raft SI-Jam:i.'J Post Office established in 1856, 
adds to the histoTical integri ty of the farm complex~ 

L-__ . 



Research and architectural description by Ruth Little Stokes, survey 
specialist 

Robeson COilllty Records, Robeson County Courthouse, Lumberton North Carolin 
_ Office of the Register of Deeds (Subgroups: Deeds, 1AJills) - - L8i

r

J 

ROo8son Co:mty Records, Office of Archi vas and History" Raleigh, North 
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As the des igr.ated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), 1 hereby nomina te this property for inclusion 

in the :"Iational Register and certify that it has been 

?vat'.latccl according; to the c-iteria and proceeures set 

forth by ;.he National Park Servlce, The recommended 

le '/81 of s i.gnific3 nc e of th is [wmioa tion is: 

State Cl Local IK1 
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register, 

Director, Office of Archeology and Iiistoric Pre3ervation 
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Humphrey-Williams House 
Lumberton vicinity 
North Carolina 
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