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are doubl doo 
into three sect 
uccu the 

ion 

conta 387 addi onal seats 

7 

is from the lobby staircase and from a second ticket area and 
St t. The latter for use blacks and 
lower walls are the hea ducts 
Art Deco style. The upper walls are finished 

lasters suppa 
chandelier llllith 

room is a 
features sized 

proscenium arch decorated with an au band of bound fagot 
of s acanthus leaves This is flanked on either side 

arcades, the t the removed). The 
level is 

1 

and 
the 

The office portion of the Carolina contained on the level 
and two suites on the second used Dr. . L. Bowman in~ 

corporators of the company Because of rearrangement of the space the corner of 
and Chestnu st , the center window of the nobile 

it remained 
ion. 

a blind window--because Dr. Beam's room 
from the center of the Fourth treet facade one ascends to a 

paneled elevator enclosed a servIce To the 1 
and of this common area run the of offices Later, the third 

additional offices was constructed above the fabric 

The Carolina Theater is a handsome adornment to the commercial and ive 
district of Lumberton and combines '!Jell the dual func ion of the as 
tainment center and business use. The classical d of the main facade 
fine of theater architecture which once could be found in 
throughout America at a time when live thea of 
life It is has into the 

when the taste for live theater has once from the 
citi to reach a wider audience. 
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HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE 

Tlw Caroli Theat t born in the 19208 
" Located on the 

once the maIn cu~nerc 1 section 
1 and cuI 0 f Olnmu nit y 

ict, 1 as tan for Lumberton, the 

1 

1 o t h~1 t 

ton n 

when 
d s 

of the years when a small nine eenth cen town became a 
city. 

Lumberton, incorporated in 1788 and the county eat of Robeson County was sleepy 
little town for near 115 year. By 1900 its popul ion tood on 848 but aided by 
the incorporation of he mill owned VI of Eas Lumb ton (1901) North Lumberton 
(1911), the town cn red a pc iod a and growth,l Th 920 cnsu I ed the 
population at just under 2 700 and increasing number 0 resident came greater 
demand for and socia-cultural event .2 Cha Chri lao 
crusades d that people 0 urrounding areas were 
more than wi 1 group, led Dr. R. S. 
Beam, Dr. E. L. Bowman, tock~ company to meet the 
publ demand build event in downtown 
Lumberton,3 

The Lumberton Thea re Co., Inc. l s 
and treasurer and Bowman as vice president and s 
purchaged par of lot no. (66 75' 100') 
Fourth s reets where a fruit stand was then loc 
Beam Bowman and Barnes, contracted arch tee 
structure and the U. A. Underwood Construe ion 
contractor. Interior dec ion became the 
and New York. Cons tion on October 1 
local tinner named T. R. Driscoll who d d the sheet 
was a popular craftsman who had put roofs on some of 

"men compI ted in 1928, the Carol Theat 
i s own power generator. With a eat 
the build Wrl among mOAt spaciotJ 
and Driscoll's excellent ventilation sy 
all yea round. Functional a it was, the 
With an interior decor highli ted by the 
rose e, the theater wa as much the object 
Cost 0 construct wa somewhere between $150 
dance showed that the end product was well war the 

(1)(:11 ng !light, MOlld JUlle 18, 19 8 found 

with Beam president 
later the company 

Che nut and 
of 

design the 
be the gene 1 
of Greensboro 

the subcon a 
I and la ion ~.,ork. Driscoll 

the handsomest homes 1.n Lumberton,6 

fin:'proo 
could be 

then vr packed ap/!lc 

w th 
1,000, 

Til(' 
:1 program began with Owen 0, Ogborn play an overture from "Rio Ri on the 

organ. B ief remark by E. M. Johnson and Dr R. S. Beam followed syn-
chronized musical novel (Ko-Ko Car Tune)' an animated cartoon ( II); 

II sy Roth another organ solo ( ); and the main feature 
Miller, George Sidney, and Lewis. 8 he t of the not so 
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HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE 

con nu~d 

place 

In 
features 0 

year 
the silent 

~1cKinnon ) 
placed in 

$ 2,500 Geneva organ 
in the Lumberton 

of 
a 

shows 
noted that everyone in town came to the theat 

en and th five ents for matinee and 
shows. Youngst formed much of the aud enc pa 
mostly because "there was noth else young people to do l.n 

"Talkies" came to the Carolina Theat i.n 1929. "The 
t 2:00 P.M. on rch 18 and 

imate 1,400 a tended va ious 
have ttended, but the scheduled open when 
lost in transit rom New York. Theate Medd di 
Norfolk and brought it to Lumberton ruck in time fo 

on ruction 

tion, 

talk motion pictures b t an end to th silent and 
hac ruund sounds of the Geneva pipe organ. Vaudeville too wa 
other acts on the Carolina stage ie shows 

in it 
rl 

of the 
death throes and 

e group ) and 
wes ern screen stars, such as Tex Ritter, began mak regula 
and for tie s , 1 2 E v C' nth t d (. pSI 0 n 0 u I d no 
theater people could escape from the ha sh Ii Ie 

In Wil Inccy 103 ed the thcatr 

in the thi ties 
for in tIle 

an tensive 
remodel containing the added, and for tares and 
offices were made on the Fou th S reet side. Renovations 
A opening was held du the first week in Feb 
declared "Carolina Theat Week." A new neon 1 
that used elec ric bulbs, beckoned movie goe 0 

un formed ushers. 13 I was the "golden age 0 the c 
its but s were on the horizon. 

The 1950s 1960s witne sed remendaus tions In 1 
cente appear on city pe imet nd the hub of ommere 

from the down tOl.vn area T\4i n th \vi th Vl tua I 
live entertainment eplac the Ie, mul iple purpose rue es, 
began dwindling at inner city faeili es like the Carolina Thea re and co ts 

enance and production surpa sed profits from the continu 1 decrerl ng aud 
January, 1969, the Lumbe ton Theatre Company began divest i self a its 
rights as part of a pI for dissolution. A se ie of deed n Feb t 
title to the heirs of E. L. Bowman who currently own the Carol Theatre. 
years the theater ruggled for survival before clos its doors if I 1975. 

ly 1940, 

\"i th 
wa in 

ty 
s on 

Attendance 



(11 

Almost immed 
tCI\'JrI Lumber ton. A 

the Li Ie 
Theatre, 

HISTORICAL 

of 

bu tpd 
it 
e 

h the POB 

repo ted the owne 
were interested 1n see 

1nce 1975, the 
one. 

cultural deve 

the 
th 



North 
B 11 
vol 

( j 1 ~ 711) 

I, 403, 

(Lumb ton) June 

4 . 
The Robesonian June 18 1928. 

S 
Robeson Deed Books Office 

387. 

FOOTNOTES 

hOll 

Book 
In 
File 

, Lumber I Deed Book 7-U 
YYY, 7, and Deed Book 4-E 9. For 

with Horae 
and P 

0 Archives 

Robesonian, June 18, 1928. 

lan June 18, 1928. 

June 18 1928. 

iew' and The Robeson June 18, 1928 

1 
rne 

lC1'h R b eo eson , March 18, 25 1929, 
~~-~~--~~ 

2nConversa ion th Howard 
ee fn. 5, hereina t ci ed 

of the theater. 

s conversa lon' and The Rob 
~~---~-~----.~-

i 

A. McKinnon Jr. to IDr,} E. Ti d 

1975. 

July 29 1978. For reposi ee fn. McKinnon 
concern ownersh 0 the property the he of Dr, 

1 5 1975 

HoiJeBoni 

of 
and 

, 4 

lon 

itory, 

Archive 
Ie 



t t. 

t-\CREAGE OF NOMINtUED PF<OPERTY __ ~""~-A" __ J-.U\"~L'--!b--'-'-'_'~ 

UTM 

The 
enD on 

in this nOfnination includes the, the 
the tands It bound 

on the South 
ce 

STATE CODE COUNTY 

STATE C:ODE COUNTY 

NAME;' TITLE 
t 

ORGANIZATION 

STREET & ",JlVIUI_"~, 

CITY OR TOWN 

SvJ Lumberton 
1 2 l tOOO 

Lmnberton's 
the East 

COOE 

THE EVALU,A,TEO SIGNIFICANCE 0 THIS PROPERTY WITHIN TH STAlE IS: 

NATIONAL 

h€~robv nominate this propHny for inc:lusion in ihf~ Natiol1ol 

criteria and procedures forth by the National Park 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE 

TITLE Preservation Officer J981 

IN 

cpr; 892.1\ 



11 

BIBLlOGRAPHY 9 1 

lk, Kathleen. In rVl th Ho 

Conver with Howard S undated. 

Lawrence, Robert C. The S of Robeson. Lumberton P 1 1939, 
~,--~-~~-~<------~~-~~ 

NcKinnon, Jr. A. to La Ti Ju , 1 78 lon 0 

Archive , Raleigh, 

Powell, William S The Ch 1 H ll: f 
No th Carol Pre 

Robeson Coun Deed Record 

Lumber June 18 1928' 1 1 5 
79 

Fou vol 1 

The lne. November 29, 1952. 



I 

1- Jay:::ee 
Park 

IV!E::::RTC '\ 

= FOR' 

\ 
\ 

\ 

s 

Carolina Theatre 

S-cale 
Zone 17 

UTI1 

Q 

I'\ORTH CAROLINA-ROBESON CO. 
7.5 Ml 

Carolina 
Less than 1 

acre 

.... , ---- - -::.--------

Ro>o 




