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E THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL OF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Lumberton North Carolina Post Office i a rectangular structure built in till: 
Beaux Arts style in The i one-story-with-attic 1 ing masonry 
laid in 1 4 common bond brick The original roof was covered with a teep standing 
seam copper roof in 1965 Thi roof provided room for additional federal offices 

The structure on a ra; limestone basement with molded water-table 
from which brick pil with plain stone capi l~which give the impression of a 
colonade) rise These pil define all bays and support a plain entablature dentil 
cornice and blind stone-capped parapet All bays are 12 over 12 sash with stone lintel 
and sills. Over each bay is a plain stone panel Smaller bays are in each side 
facade of the basement The second bay on the south side has been infilled with red 
1:4 common bond brick. The cornerstone is inscribed: "A W MELLON SECRETARY OF THE 
TREASURY JAMES A WETMORE ACTING SUPERVISING ARCHITECT 1931" 

The main four-by-seven-bay block i 69 by 75 feet To the rear is a 65 by 73 foot 
addition built in 1965 in style, scale and detail identical to the original block Only 
slight difference in brick color and mortar and the flat roof, show the joining of tht) 
addition to the original block. The pilasters, bay details and roof treatment are all 
beautifully integrated with the original block. 

The entrance and four 12-over-12 bays are recessed slightly behind ct colonade of 
fluted stone columns with a variation of Doric column capitals with rosettes and egg 
and dart ech i nus.. The centra 1 door surround is meta 1 topped by an e i gh t- 1 i gh t tran S 0111, 

Over the door in gold lettering is "LUMBERTON, N. C. 28358". The columns support a 
plain stone entablature with "UNITED STATES POST OFFICE" in brass lettering a stone 
dentil cornice and a blind stone-topped parapet. The parapet was continued around tll~ 
roof line of the 1965 addition .. 

Bays on the main facade have stone sills, and lintels which are joined by a plain 
stone band supported by the brick and stone pilasters which define the bays. Over 
each of the five central bays are plain stone panels .. Wide shallow st(~)S lead to tt)(:: 
colonade and are flanked by ornate wrought iron lamp-posts wi~h white g' lSS globes 

Flanking the five central bays are two smaller projecting blind ba: with stone 
architraves, the sills of which are supported by stone consoles. Benea each bay 
are plain panels which rest on the water-table band. 

The entry leads to a small molded wood and glass vestibule with two side entranu" 
These doors are fifteen-light with brass fi ings The back wall is three-part 
paneled wood wainscot on stone course with fifteen-light center section and three­
light sidelights. Wood pilasters, in imitation of the exterior brick pilasters 
support a molded cornice. The interior walls are sheathed with marble to a height 01 
eight feet, with plaster above. The floor is terrazzo. The ceiling has been covereu 
an accoustical tile on grid ceiling with drop florescent lights. 

To the north are the original brass post boxes wh~ch remain, and an alcove added 
accomodate newer boxes, which have been removed The lobby and boxes form an ilL II dl)', 
the north side of the lobby.In the northwest corner is a closed-string stair with pl,!, 
rai 1 ing which leads to, the upper offices An original set of brass-ra; led steps wi Ul 
diamond motif leads to the basement 

11 To the southfare the twoboriginal offices. These offices are plair! with plaster 
wa s. Entrance rom the.lob y is through a panel and glass door set in a marble sur: 
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Over this door is a broken marble pediment with dentil cornice supported on fine stone 
consoles Flanking the door are brass and glass display cases 

The main desk is the rear of the lobby area@ Behind it is the original mail 
handling area and behind that ~/ithout dividers is the mail-handling area created by 
the addition. This addition has exposed block walls and is unadorned Access to 
the original offices on the north side of the main block is in the northwest corner. 
The addition is also loadbearing masonry with exposed block walls Off the addition 
to the rear is the loading dock Steps lead to the basement area which houses, beneath 
the addition, a recreation room, locker room and storage area Under the original 
block are storage space and the boiler room which still contains the original boiler. 

The Lumberton, North Carolina, Post Office remains in good condition although in 
need of some maintenance. It sits on half of a block in the central business district 
of Lumberton, and serves as an anchor one end of a main commercial street. The 
site has low foundation plantings, an alley on the south side, and parking lot to the 
rear. It is an important, nearly intact, example of federal Beaux Arts architecture 
in the rural southeastern portion of the state. It is a sophisticated structure built 
and finished with expensive materials and detailing, and is one of few such structure~ 
in the town of Lumberton. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Robeson County was created from a portion of Bladen County by an act of the state 
legislature in 1788 The county was named in honor of Revolutionary War officer Col 
Thomas Robeson of Bladen Additional land was acquired from Bladen County in 1788 and 
Richmond County in 1796. Land was lost to Cumberland County in 1791 and to Hoke County irl 
1911. The courthouse was built Red Bluff Pl ion owned by John Willis The Act of 
Incorporation created the town of Lumberton named for the Lumber River. to be the courl 
seat in 1788. 

Robeson County was, and ill is primarily rural The county has a large (35%) Indl, 
population At the turn of the century sixty post offices mainly in small railroad 
towns and villages, were found in Robeson County With the advent of better roads arId 
rural mail delivery the post offices in the county were consolidated until today thert' <if 

only fourteen in the 948-square-mile county. 
The Lumberton Post Office, built in 1931 is an example of the Beaux Arts style GI 

architecture and was constructed of expensive materials and with fine detailing The 
structure occupie~ half a city block in the central business district of the town and 
serves as a valuable reminder of Lumberton1s past 

The Lumberton Post Office was designed by James A Wetmore (1863 1940) Architer 
tural Supervisor of the United States Treasury. It is one of three recorded examples 
of his work in the state although his office is credited with over 2000 structures jn 
the country_ The Beaux Arts styling was the forerunner of the style for WPA post off-ic:~', 
of which there are several examples in the state. The basic style massing and materiJ! 
are found in eastern North Carolina. the most similar being the Mount Olive Post Offic(~ 
which was also designed by Wetmore and was constructed in 1931. 

The town of Lumberton has replaced much of i historic architecture over the COUf:,( 

of the years. The town has also experienced urban sprawl which has resulted in shoppirlg 
centers at its outskirts and the removal of downtown business to those areas There­
are only a few examples of historic fabric extant in Lumberton and the Post Office is 
one of the pivotal structures in the downtown area 

Criteria Assessment: 
A. Important in the historic fabric and context of the development of the county and rill 
town of Lumberton The Post Office represents the consolidation of postal service in rlJ: 

North Carolina during the 1920s and 1930s 

B. The work of James A 'Wetmore, Supervising Architect for the Treasury during the 
1930s. This is one of three examples of his work in the state. 

C
f 

fExamole of the Beaux Arts style. r~latively intact both exterior and interior. 
o ew nlstorlC hlgh style structures ln the town of Lumberton 

(JIll' 
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY _L_e_s_s_t_h_a_n __ _ 
UTM REFERENCES 

The Lumberton Post Office is located on the north half of the block bounded 
by Elm Street Seventh and Sixth Streets and Chestnut Street The lot is 
101' X 216' See attached plat map property outlined in red 
Lumberton Tax map #33, Lot #91 
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