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home of the Nam.1facturing Company, is a Victorian mill village 
located on a knoll above the Deep River in .Rar:1dolph County With the exception of several 
c-dditions and three metal and frame \varehouses constructed in the mid-t\ventieth century, 
the buildings of this nearly-deserted village were built between 1882 and the late 1920s 
The village cons.ists of two stat.:=-maintained roads N. C 22 which runs north-

the. i:iver, and i·L C 902/S R .. 1005 whicp. intersects N C 22 at the 
village center3 The large brick mill of utilitarian design with Tudor Revival style 
entrance towe·l:'s, and the company store, company office, company bank, and warehouse, all 
in_ th.e. Romanesque. Revival style, cluster on the west side of the intersection.. A dirt 
1an(~ leads f:rom N, C. 902 ~7est to the mill race. The Romanesque Revival style 
nill and steam plant line the west side of the lane on the mill race. On the east side 
(; f the are three small pump houS"eS The of these, the John Caveness House, 
is located at the south~ast corner of the intersection, and the other mill houses con­
tL:1ue. up the hill in a rov.r along both sides of S R 1005. The picturesque village has 
n<:; in·L.rusions Only the company s ttJre, a- portion of the mill, and a fe~;v houses are 

1.:ill in us e.. 

The Cot.tlJn Hill located at the inters~~ction of N C. 902 and N C 22, 
~,.ras ~Juilt in t~~ 1920s The one-story L-shaped brick structure is laid in one-to-five 

ptla.s ':sr 

c=post=d 
:rJ-i_l.l t1as 

Be. tal window in each bay and a brick 
tloxee bays The. heavy \•TOode.n rafters of the lm·r gable roof, covered \·Tith 

a. t: tiLe.. e:a\res Sev(~.ral br~ck buttresses reinforce th2 
I.t•_ the c.ent.e:t c:f ths >.Te3t and scud1 stree.t el.e>vatim:1s :5.s a 

and 
teen-over-te.Lt 

Each .entrance to'"frer contains a tv·m-fligrlt stair, the first 0?:2.n 

Vic.: tor ian s rai1ing, -ch£! s·2.cond f li.ght enclosed ~~~rith narrm11 beaded 
T~1e in-cerio~c space of the cc.ill is divided by se.,rer::tl 

ro',-7 of heavy chamfered.· ~;vcoden posts, bol.ted to the 
s:_;ppo-:t the. roof at trte. The brick ~;valls are bare,- the. rafters ar-e 
and narr.:Y:v sheet co'~rers the underside of the roof The T.oTes t end of the 
[-:::f_:v.::~r-2.1 one-s fra111e additions North of the mill are several small brick 

metal water storage tower. 

The. cornp,:tny store. 7 located ac.ross N ~ C 902 from the mill, is a one-story 
b·-·ic:k b b;1i.Lt ca,, 1910:, of a center block \,lith lm·rer flankin;~ 
Tit2 blli1d::cl); is L~Ll:i in one-to-stc;'lBn cotr;:;_nc}r: bond ~vith a parapeted main fa:::ad2 l.vith 
pilnster 

;;_tainc: it:J or f3 cor ,::;f:Lo nt o£ a cast-irou lintel with a wooden 
ac.keted s npported by a ca•J t-iron flu ed Ccrtnthian columns. BetT.7een 

do-:;bl:::: ect and and a fa dis window 
th flankin;; b1y. A r,ride TilOU8'2tOO ::h brick t:rl•~ze 

the contains a si~ilar doo with 
b 
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The 1920s mill office, west of the mill, is a one-story brick building containing 
offices, each two bays wide and three deep, with a smaller mid-twentieth century 

rear addition. The 1.valls laid in random common bond, extend as parapets, with tile 
above the shed roof The storefronts have corner pilaster~ and corbel cornices 

nd each contains a paneled glazed door with a fanlight, set within a simple molded 
IJr/~ound in a round-headed , and a six-over-six sash within a segmental-arched 

Brick labels surmount the openings The side elevations are treated identically, 
but lacJ:: doors. 

Bank of Colf~cidge located betr,,;e2u the store and office, is a small rectangular 
one-scary b~ick building contemporary with the office It has identical storefront treat­
ifi.'::>nt ~~rLth ttl':~ exception of the openings The flanking windows are larger, and surmounted 

f ts Three courses of header bricks outline each opening The bank vault, in 
the n.or trnles t corner of the building, has a cast-iron door ~ili th a classically-ornamented 
sur::~ound. 

On the opposite site of N.C. 902, west of the mill, is a one-story brick warehouse 
•Jhio_· e:~:; th~ L"Je:rslcl.e site of the inal 1882 Enterprise Hill 1 and 'i:·Tas probabl-y 
l;tt:i L ::1 s tor2ge EaC'.i1it::y for the fir.s t mill ca, 1910 The one-to-six corn.rc.on bond 

tend abov~ th2 s root, and a brick cornice ornaments the eaves. Brick 
p d of the main t) facade and a round-hezded 
o CIL~ tLi nr-':d cap~ ~;,Ji. th a me tal door J opens into eac: h section, 

:_ 1:li_'"'() 

i' 

·elevation contains several window openings. 

of he will, which flows parallel to the river from abov2 the dam 
; c:=:ased to b.~ the so1_:_rc-:~ of po-::-1er "''hen the s 19203 mill 

s are strung along its >;,rest bank. Just 1;·7est of the 
the mill, water-powered a one-story re 

A 
8 

-1 

laid in one-to~s2Vr:?.n com.lilon bond The walls exteEd above the shed roof 
b~ic cornice like the store and warehouse. The segmental-arched 

ic~k. labels" the no tb end is a one-story fraDie addition cover:-e.d ~vith 
On the millrace south of the b mill is a two-story gabled frame 
meta] smokestack on the ~orth side. South of this building on the race 

J (-'l 

the'. 

t<'::d fer t:h:=: ne;:" cotton. rn:L11 in the 1920s·. 
roo£' cov,2r1:>.d 1.11ith tin;l round-arched doors 

one-story 
r1 t-over-e 

L (_· 

, and decorative bricki;mrk identical to the 
tack aouts the no th elevati0n. On the ~est side of 

J. I 

metal casem~nt windo~s, constructed i0 the 

1 
i) 

- 0 

'-=' i:: of tl1e ~.,~·::-:ich line th2 2 
4 
j_ 

the mill store) is che John Caveness 
~3ide.nceJ built , 1900 his 

0 T 
1.\-) j_J"" 
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his brother the mill The house, with a two-story rear \ving, is set on 
a high lattice1;,rork brick foundation, and has steep gable roofs \vith interior brick 

with .. d2corative stac1<.S and a one-story porch with ornate wooden bracketed posts 
"LLn. arcaded accents tr& porch frieze and gable ends. The porch wraps around 
th.e. sLJe ,2.nd continues the length 6:E the rear Behind the house is a frame 
1.\:·ell house consisting of a small clapboarded storage area with a bracketed porch shelter-

tl1e stone ~;;rp_ll Northeast of this house, on both sides of S R .. 1005_, is a row of 
i'::urn~Gf- frame h.ouses, predominantly two-s tory, but_ smaller and of less 
2rchiteetural pretensi.on The houses possess a variety of bracketed porches and gable 
.:;:nd frar::rf;:'rne.nts a:t1.d form a charming, harmoniou·s streetscape 
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The e Nanufacturing Conrpany mill village at Coleridge, founded in 1882 as 
the sourthernmost cotton will on the Deep River in Randolph County, is one of the best­
preserved examples of a turn-of-the-century textile mill village in North Carolina~ The 
Romanesque R~~vival and Queen Anne style brick and frame buildings, built bet1;•Teen 1882 
2.nd t:he 1 , include. the mill" company store, office and bank, warehouse, pm.Jer house, 
and housing 

Coleridge was the home of the Enterprise Manufacturing Company, the southerruuost 
cotton 1 built_along the Deep River in Randolph County Its construction in 1882 
T·ir-LS tiJ.e culru::Lo:.:ttion cf a \•l2.V'~ OT in the textile industry in Randolph Cou::1.ty 
tb in 1837. The comp·any \vas organ:i_zed by E A. Hoff itt, Daniel Lambert, 
~cd James A,_, Cole and the site of the mill became knm•m first as Cole s Ridge and later 

Like ma.ny wii_2_s =Ln. the early his tory of the 
~~l11Llfac ~,n.s C!le.. of slm.r yet. s gro1;,rth. T'ne first· facU;ry \•las a t\vo-
anci -lJn(~'-lLalf s Ol!.il-t along a mill race and operated ':ra-ter po~ve.r 

In its £trst ~y"'ea:cs of operar:.ion cor11pany ran only 800 spindle.s and employed 
Lx:: ~.,mri(.ers ,_A,: t,rooi , a sa.w mill, and a flour mill t•Te.re also in 

o eration along the. same. mJll race. 1888, a small Stf7am provided an addition.al 
pm·72T source and nea.cly 2, 000 spindles were in operation."'-- A guide to Randolph County, 

h __ ed in 1890, ooser-i,re.,rl that n Enterprlse. has u early established a reputati.on . 
for:: the high g:;::-ade and of its goods its excellent flouring mills, and its 

water power. 1900 the North Carolina Geological Survey reported 

the ~'t.::l.nufac contains 4 000 spindles and uses abotrt 150 
horsepm.rer The d-am. is constructed of cemented stone, Jli feet high 360 ieet 

and back_s the. 1;-12.te.r ters of a mile~ The race is 250 yards 
and gives a head of 2G f~e~ at th2 wheel which is a Leffel special turbine 44 
ii1c.h2s d::L.imt=-~te~-c, There. also D srnall flom::-~mill \:Tater from the. 
S CUJ.1,~=: The supp of \-later is ampl2: for all purpose.s thr:oughout the enti:;:-e 

T continued to and pcosp2r dur the first half of the twentieth 
o~riod th~ mill was directed L. Caveness who 

ority i~te~est in t~e c from his fa James Cole, 1n 

ac ti.v(::: in thr~ n of the mill until 19 22 ~~Then 
medical pra~tica. 
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treasurer. He also s2rved as president of the board of directors until his death in 
1951. 

Dr. Caveneas supervised the improvement of the physical plant of the Enterprise 
The o dam ~vas replaced around 1910 and a bending mill which manufactured 

chairs was constructed along the mill race. A new cotton factory, operated by steam. 
pow~r, was built in the mid-1920s along with an office and a building for the Bank of 
Coleridge During the fifty years of De Caveness's association with Enterprise, 
the mill had increased over twenty times in its size of plant, its productivity, and 
its net Harth 

The increased produc ti vi ty called for supplementary forms of pmv-er In the 1940s 
three hydroelectric generators were installed in the power house These units were 
automatically ope:cated by remote control Pov·:rer could be obtained by Sv·litching from 
one unit to anothe.r, By 1950 there Here 6, 000 spindles in the mill which employed 150 
persona, most of whou lived ill the small village overlooking the Deep River. The mill 
proces ~d aro11Tid 100 bales of cotton each week into cotton yarns This yarn was sold 
maLe-d .. to -iobbt=~rs \.,Jho distributt::d the - -l --.) uct t~ manufacturers in Pennsylvania and other 
no; states" 

1950, d t•"J the d;,:.:t!:h of Dr (-,av.::ness or perhaps due to the increased 
•. o ion fro~n. 1a:..:.;,::c L" in Nor~h C<-1.rolina, the Encerp-:ise Company abrup dc-:clined. 

n Russell , son-in-law of Dr. Caveness and director of daily operations in 
since 1940 announced the sale of the Enterprise Company to Boaz Mills of 

The mill >:1.::13 put into operation for a s"hort time and then closed It 
empt:y t•nt"ll 1958 ~:,,hen the Com:c:l~ i'Iachin.::: Company of Charlotte 

and sold the real estate to .Julian Brady of nearby Ramseur 
attert"1.pted to rJ. small manuLlc. turing plant producing handkerchiefs This 

was unsuccessful however, and he too sold out, this time to Dr Henry Jordan of 
c.~de!c l'alls and Sam Rankin o Ranseur Dr Jorda contemplated reopening the plant b;_tt 
d ':' i (=:d ins !:,~ad to 1case the interior as a ~:;;are'l:wuse for IUopmc.n Hills, a division of 
Bur i.'::on Irtdus trie.s. 

Tc·d.::._y' ther'~ is no m.:n-wfac done at Colerid~e although the former company store 
post office are still in o~eration. The B~n~ of Coleridge has moved to Ramseur 

btd.ld Th,::: chief ap 1 of this site is as a 
2at in oa2 o North Carolina s oldest manufacturing sectio~s. 
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.· Beginning· on the west bank of Deep River at N .. C .. · 902 bridge .over· river.' and con-·.-:_~>:· ... 
,_tinning ·south.:alorrg. west .to point .opposite where creek empties into river 
north .of a .. dirt.. along . center line of :·creek to north- . · . 

. ·wes't prop·ert:y :li"'!!e ·of>eig1:rth':hou-se north of said creek~ thence ~vest ·along said pr.operty . 
· line to S .. R.. lOOS.:J thence· sci.uth along center· line of S .. R.. ~005 to northern P.roperty 
of second 'house . .on we.s.t side of .S .. R .. 1005 above its junction with N .. C~ 22, thence. west . · 
along said .. prope-:ey·line and 'tvest along north property line of Enterprise Cotton ~fill· 
to N .. C .. 902, .thenc:.e··notth .ala~g ·cent:er .. -line·of N.C .. 902 to beginning on west side of 
bridge over ·neap ·1li v-er., · · · 
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t:crry ·brick .. 

.1910, .Ra-:nanes_que 

~).j~\ , uY'' ·siee E1Il race just south of bending mill). ~lid-20th 

.side race just south of fra::oe building). 
,_ ,.trlth brick 1940s addition .. 

e~~,~+-... :::....:::::~.<::llrt'> -corner_'·crf junction of N .. C .. 22/902 and S .. R .. '1005) 
-f r arne hous-e .. 

J·Ull Rouses (north and south sides of S R .. 1005 bet~.;e.en N .. C .. 22/902 
ani- -cannec -road -:bet:-w-e;err S-.R .. 1005 -and ·n.c .. 22).. Late 19th century Queen &"1.ne 
style .2-~LO=Y frame -ho~ses. 
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,I ~-lie-20th century 1-.story fra::re.: and ne.tal structure.s 
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