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Coleridge, home of the Enterprise Manufacturing Company, is a Victorian mill village
located on a knoll above the Deep River in Randoiph County. With the exception of several
additions -and three metal and frame warehouses constructed in the mid-twentieth century,
the buildings of this mearly-deserted village were built between 1882 and the late 1920s.
The village layout consists of two state-maintained roads: WN.C. 22 which runs north-
south, parallel with the viver; and H.C. 902/S.R. 1005, which intersects N.C. 22 at the
village center. The large brick mill of utilitarian design with Tudor Revival style
entrance towers, .and the company store, company office, company bank, and warehouse, all
in the Romanesque Revival style, cluster on the west side of the intersection. A dirt
lane leads fxom N.C. 902 west to the mill race. The Romanesque Revival style bending
nill and steam plant line the west side of the lane on the mill race. On the east side
oi the lane are three small pump houses. The largest of these, the John Caveness House,
g located at the southeast corner of the intersection, and the cther mill houses corn—
tiaue up the hill in a row along both sides of S.R. 1005. The picturesque village has
5 futrusioms. Only the company store, a portion of the mill, and a4 few houses are

T
2¢ill in use.

The Enterprise Cotton Mill, located at the intersection of N.C, 902 and N.C. 2Z,
was built in the 1920s. The one~story L-shaped brick structure is laid in one-to-five

a
common boad, witha ssgmental-arched metal casement window in each bay and a brick

i 2t every three bays. The heavy wooden rafters of the low gable roof, covered with
2re wyxposed at the saves. Several additional brick buttresses reinforce the
alii} ir the center of tha west and scuthestreet elevﬂtiOﬂs iz a Lwo=3tory
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c’?ranrp'tower contains a %wo-rliglt
ht enclosed with narrow beaded
tan Hoor. The interior space of the mill is divided by several
A single row of heavy chamfsred wooden posts, bolied to the
sunport the roef at the ridgelins. The brick walls are bare, the rafters are
and narrov cheathing covers the underside of the rcof. The west end of the
meveral one—story frame .additions. North of the mill are several small brick

suses and a metal water storage tower.
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902 from the mill, is a one-story tripartite
c

2
ailt ca. 1910, composed of a center block with lower flaankinz wings.
1nid in ome-to-severn comnon vond, with a parapeted main facads with
cve and & promiment corbel covnics. The center gection, the sters,

inal storefront, comeistingz of a2 cest-ivon lintel with a wooden
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The 1920s mill office, wast of the mill, is a one-story brick building containing

riround
1

i
rear addition.
o 'ingy

cach

above

The
the

. Brick labels surmount the openings.,
doors.

BanL of Cols
brick building contemporary with the office.

shed roof,
contains a paneled, glazed door with a fanlight, set within a simple molded
in a round-headed openingz, and a six-over-six sash within a segmental-archad

v offices, each two bays wide and three deep, with a smaller mid-twentieth century

walls, laid in random common bond, extend as parapets, with tile
The storefronts have cornmer pilastere and corbel cornices,

The side elevations are treated identically,

en the store and office, is a small, rectangular
It has identical storefront treat-

>ridge, located betws

flanking windows are larger, and surmounted

exception of the openings. The
Threes courses of header bricks outline each opening The bank vault, in
corner of the building, has a cast-iron door with a classically-ornamented

a one-story brick warehouse
Mill, aund was probably
common bvond
Brick
facade, and a
opens into

z 1its we;t ban’ JUut west of
r-powered, a one-story rectangular

The walls extend above the shed roof
and warehouse. The segmental-archad
a one-story frame addition coverad with
a two-— s'oxy cﬂblpﬁ frame
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anding mill is
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‘helped his brotbher masage themill. The house, with a two-story rear wing, 1s set on

a high latticework brick foundation, and has steep gable roofs with interior brick
chimneys with dacorative staecks and a one=story porch with ornate wooden bracketed posts.
An arcaded dripcours= accents the porch frieze and gable ends. The porch wraps around
the morth side and continues the length of the rear wing. Behind the house is a frame
well house consisting of a small clapboarded storage area with a bracketed porch shelter-
ing ‘the stone well. Northeast of this house, on both sides of S,R. 1005, is a row of
turp—of-the-century frame houses, predominantly two-story, but smaller and of less
architectural pretension. The houses possess a variety of bracketed porches and gable
and treamments and form a charming, harmonious streetscape.
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The Enterprise Manufacturing Company mill village at Coleridge, founded in 1882 as
the sourthernmost cotton mill on the Deep River in Randolph County, is one of the bes
preserved examples of a rurn-of~the-century textile mill village in North Carolina. The
Romanegque Revival and CQueen Anne style brick and frame buildings, built between 1882
and the 1520s, include the mill, company store, office and bank, warehouse, power house,
and housing.

Coleridge was the home of the Enterprise Manufacturing Company, the southernmost
cotton mill built along the Deep River in Randolph County. Its construction in 1882
i tion cf a weve of developmeat in the textile industry in Randolph County
a: . The company was organized by E. A. Moffitt, Daniel Lambert,
A, Cole and the site of the mill became known first as Cole’s Ridge and later

&}
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oy textile miils in North Carolina, the early history of the Entarprise

nz Company was one of slow yet steady growth., The fivst factory was a two-
story frame structure built along a mill race and operated by water power.

t years of operation the company ran only 800 spindles and employed only

ix workerz. A wool carding mill, a saw mill, and a flour mill were also in

-351
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tton aleomg the same mill race. By 1888, a small stgam engine provided an additiomal
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urce and nearly 2,000 spindles were in operation. A guide to Randolph_County,
i d in 1890, observed that "Enterprise has . . . 2arly established a reputationm .
the Ligh grade and qL lity of its goods, its excellent flouring mills, and its

T ed

water power." In 1900 the North Carolina Geological Survey report ad 2

the Enterprise Manufacturing Companv contains 4,000 spindles and uses about 150

horsepower. The dam is constructed of cemented stone, 3% feet high, 360 feet

iong, and backs rhe water thres—quarters of a mile, The race is 250 yards long,

and gives a hezad of 20 f£eet at the wheel, which is a Leffel special rurbine 44

i { diametet} There 1130 o small flouc-mill operated by waner from the
The supply < v is ampis for all purposes throughout the entire
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The company continusd to expand and prosper doring the first half

. For mosk of 15 peariod, the will was directed by Dr. Rob
Durchiged mﬂio?jtv interest in the company from his farher-in-lay 3
i ' active in the oparation of the mill 1

Heo did, howesvar, continue to cerva as a divecror and
)

Daprasszion, he resumed

his duties as
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Lreasurer. He alzo served as president of the bozrd of directors until his death in

br. Caveness supervised the improvement of the physical plant of the Enterprise
Company. The original dam was replaced avound 1910 and a bending mill which manufactured
chairs was constructed along the mill race. A new cotton factory, operated by steam.
power, was bullt in the mid-1920s along with an office and a building for the Bank of
Coleridge. During the nearly fifty years of Dr. Caveness's association with Enterprise,
the mill had increased over twenty times in its size of plant, its productivity, and
iks net worth.

The increased productivity called for supplementary forms of power. In the 1940s
three hydroelectric generators were installed in the power house. These units were
automatically operated by remote control. Power could be obtained by switching from
ona unit to another. By 1950 there were 6,000 spindles in the mill which employed 150

persons, meat of whon lived 4o the small village overlooking the Deep River., The mill
processed around 100 bales of cotton each week intoc cotton varns. This yarn was sold
mal o =obb@‘§ who distributed the product to manufacturers in Pennsylvania and orher

o gtates.

{IJ

1 th of Dr. Caveness or perhaps dus to the incrsased
in North Carcolina, the Enterprize Company abruptly dec nad
in-law of Dr. Caveness and director of daily operaticns in

the sa]e of the Enterprise Company to Boaz Mills of
ation for a short time and then closed again. It
gmpky until 1958 whe Machine Company of Charlotte bought the buildiag,
‘ed ?he mill machinevvy, the real estate to Julian Brady of nearby Ramseur.
te a small wma nutnuturﬂn@ nlant producing handkerchiefs. This
., and h= too sold out, this time to Dr. Henry Jordan of
iin of Ramseur. Dr, Jordaa contemplated reopening the plant but
the interior as a warehouse for Klopman Mills, a division of
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W 19‘203, with scnne 'I‘udcr Revival feat.ures 5 ,_.-stnry L—-shaped br:Lck buildin

i,j’,}Z,d,x" Enterprise Company Store (southwest corner of. Junctlon of N C. 22 and N.C‘ 902)
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1. 'Ent:erprise Catton Mill ,(northwest corner- of Junction of N C. 22 and N.G. 902)¢

Y - La.- ]59179 :.anmesqua Revival, .l-stmry brick.

‘b)g @w Lnterpr:tsa’m‘:ll 'Office (west side N.C. 902 opposn:e Enterprise Cotton Mill). v
SR 19203, *;Romnesque IRe:n;va&,.‘l—stcry brick. SO e
y hn k/ Bank o"f Cnleridg&*éwe"t side 'NAC 907 ~betwe°n company off1ce and store) 19203 et
R Romannsquﬁ ,Revival ‘}-story brick. : _ N A
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u;a: - EJ:arpnsa Haﬁehm.&e fwest&dsn .N,C. 1902 ;u,st noxth ‘of - u,m:erpflse uot:t:m ‘13.11). :

- X9 Rcmna—sque Revrm, l-.:to‘ry brlczc. o o Sl s

h}}é’«’" ?ntbzgpnse Bending ).J:Il faas_t s:.de mll.L ‘race ;3_!..St belgw .d.am).. (‘a. ~._910 P;Cmanés_qu'e R

Rev:r;ual 1—s:ory ‘brick.

‘u“}}? o Prm bnlldlno“ (east siée J:L:_I‘l race Just south of Dendln': m:Lll). ' .I;Lid—ZOtH cen,l';v..xr}.',

WL msmr“ure. .

PIBL
7 Romanesque R=v1va_,_, ,l—.strr'y brzck -w»ﬂ:h brick }940s addition. N

/f’,lzz/ f

j—-w/Cavasmss ‘House €seuth=as1: “corner’ cf Junctian oF N.C. 22/902 a._d S. R. 1005). . Late
A9th wee ""Lt..r"“j Queen Anna s‘y.;e ,Z—Sh:vry frame house. ' T

%10 Eﬂ._‘:e‘r':r*‘saﬁllill Bouses {(north and south sides of S.R‘. 1005 between LT C 22/9502

ﬂ {W - . .- » . " . N - s ‘

a/f—' Warah'\usem "(e'ast ard was:t sifes of N.C. 902 just north of .Eatarprise Corton Mill).
,‘) - .

' Mid- ZOCH century l-story frame and matal

ani carmecting toad “between S.R. lOOJ and M.C. 22). Late 19th ceatur y Queen Anme

style 2-story frame -houses.

structures.

I
w
o
‘a
v
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Tntgm Steam Plant (..ast side mill race just south cf frame bulldinf") -1920‘3:1 ..
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BeOinn:Lno on the west bank of Deep Rlver ‘at N. C. 902 brldoe over river and con~:-_,v'

-tlnuing south .alomg west bank to point opposite where creek empties into river just -

vorth of a dirt - road; :thence-upstream (northeast) along center line of ‘creek to morth- . =
" 'west property Lliwme of reighth house north of said creek, thence west along said property R
' line to S.R. 1005, thence sauth along center-line of S.R. 1005 to northern property line- - o}
of second house.on west side of S.R. 1005 above its junction with N. C. 22, thence west - .
along szid ‘property line and west along north property line of Enterprise Cottonm Mill

to N.C. 902, thence-nmorth alano center. llne of N. C. 902 to beclnn.lno on wust 51de of

bra.dc'e over . Daeo ‘Pq.ver.

7\7 Ly/w/ 445@1@‘#7 |
(D@/a@:fbég /y/fC 2725%

/7’,_41:’%} 49 Sg/,¢ ERS

Lo Boy )iy |
/b/yﬁz:z’a@o A/,C 27203

5 8 p /A//ﬁé /\"E at
z//t} . DIXIE DR.
ASHE BeRO N € 27203
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tfi‘int:el:’gn::l.se Cotton Mill (narthwest corner  of junc:t:ion of N C. 22 and N.C. 902).
19203 w‘ith some Tud.m: Revival featutes, -st:nry Lmshaped brick buildi:ug.

;,5 w“'Ent:erprise ﬂompany Stare (southwest corner of unction of N C. 22 aud N*C. 902)
L La.” IQlD mmmanesque Ra\r:tval, .1~stm:y brick.

L\‘)B-,L%& ’Entzrp‘ri‘se‘ml ""Office (west side N.C. 902 opposite Enterprise Cotton Mill).

e wlﬁlﬁs, Ramnesque ?Rmriml,:l;-—smry brick..

5B

,: 0«{34 ank an Cnlerid.g-e—«»éwes*t side N. C. 902 between ccmpany Office and StOI‘e) 19203
. o Romamasque Revilval, Z!:-story hricke. : - ,

,YVKQM% Entarptise .Ua];ehmlse (west .side N.C. :902 just morth of z:.rrterprls:e Cott“xm Hill).
L ~ y9T0 Romn-agque Revival, l-atcrry brick. |
AN

' é)g,.él”’«.dﬁm:et_prise Bending l{i‘ﬂ (east su’[e ml.ll race J.ust be.low dam). Ca.. 1910 Romanesqqe v
e

Reviwal, l~story brick.

A}}""W “Praoe’ hn.lldln"‘ ‘(east -side mill race Just south of bending m:.ll). ‘Mid-20th centurj',

. aqzustcr-y— strmurcture.
& .

Romanesque Revival, l-=sto~y brick, with brick }940s addition.

ol '
&L/%avesms ‘House ésouthaasrt corner 'of ‘junctian of N.C. 22/902 and S. R 1003). . Late
A9th scentury Qu*ega Anns, sr.y;.,e }sfary frame house. R

Ifs@ Enterprisa Mill Houses (zmorth and south sides of S. R 1005 bet\:een N C. 22/904
' ani commecting toad hetween S.R. 1005 and MN.C. 22). Late 19th century Queen Anme

style 2-story frame houvses.

ﬂf*"cl X E»arcno:_ma. (east ard wes: sifes of N.C. 902 just north of Eatarprise Cotton Mill).
3 .

Mid-20th century l-story frame and metal structures.

o
}
4

.qu?w *Wnter;rrrs& Steam Plant (..a.st .side mill race just south cf frane bulldint") 192Qs )

e e o B ¢ e
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BOUV‘DARITES«-—CULer:Ldge Elstut:f.c District @ ;

Beginning on the west bank of Deep Rlver at N.C. 902 bridae aver river and con«iijt‘f

tinoing south along west bank to paint opposite where creek empties into river just -
rorth of a.dirt road; -thence upstream (northeast) along center line of creek to north- -
west property Llime of efghth house north of said creek, thence west along saild property

" line to S.R. 1005, thence south along center lins of S5%R:=10605 to northera property lipe.

of second hcuse.on west side of S.R. 1005 above its junction with N.C. 22, thence west
along said property line and west along morth property line of Enterprise Cottonm Mill
to N.C. 9502, thence nocth along caenter . llne of N.C. 902 to beginning on west 51de of
bridge over Deep River.
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