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massiveness of the Cliffside portico. Boney was the architect of the New Hanover County High School, of 
1919, and the subsequent additions to the building. 

It appears obvious, now, that the choice of Hugh Edward White and the firm of White, Streeter 
&. Crlamberlain of Gastonia, North Carolina, was based on their design of the Gastonia High Scrlool. 
Construction on the massive Gothic Revival scholastic building began in 1922 but was not completed 
until 1924 at a cost of a half-million dollars. Textiles were the dominant industry in the economy of 
both Gaston and Rutherford Counties, and given the close holding of major mills within a relatively few 
families and stockholders, the Gastonia High School must have been well known to those on the building 
com m Htee of the new high schooL 

The career of Hugh Edward White and the firm of White, Streeter & Chamberlain is one that 
remains to be substantially documented. Nevertheless, there is sufficient knowledge at present to enable 
the determination that the Rutherfordton-Spindale Central High School was an important product of his 
and the firm's oeuvre. Hugh Edward White was born in Fort Mill, South Carolina, on 27 June 1869. 
According to his obituary, he worked in the office of an un- named Atlanta architect for a period before 
joining the office of the Supervising Architect of the Treasury about 1903. He served as an inspector for 
that Federal agency for fifteen years before relocating in Gastonia in 1918. In the 1921-1922 edition of 
the 6astonia,l North Carolina Ci(v Directory; Hugh White is listed as the manager of Char les S. Wilson's 
architectural office then located in the First National Bank Building. Charles Wilson was a Columbia, 
South Carolina, based architect and the designer of the handsome Joseph Separk mansion in Gastonia. 
Apparently, White came to Gastonia to supervise the construction of buildings designed by Wilson. 
Wilson is one of only two architects listed in the directory; the other is J. S. Zimmerman, who earlier 
was listed in the 1917-1918 edition as the town's only architect. 

It would appear that late 1921 to 1922 was a critical period in White's career for during this 
period he must have left the office of Charles S. Wilson, formed the firm of White, Streeter & 
Chamberlain, and obtained the commission for the Gastonia High School. Little is known at present of the 
1 ives of Char les J. Streeter and Carro 11 W. Cham ber 1al n, the other two partners 1 n the f1 rm. Given the 
fact that Mr. Streeter is the only one of the three to be cited as "Architect" in an advertisement for the 
firm that appeared in the 1923- 1924 city directory, it seems apparent that White, who had no known 
formal tra1n1ng as an archHect formed the partnersh1p 1n order to carry forward the comm1ss10n for 
the Gastonia High School and other work. His obituary states that the firm was dissolved in 1927 and that 
(( Mr. White continued the practice of architecture privately until the time of his death. His son, Hugh E. 
White, Jr., was associated with him here." The firm is listed at 509 Third Trust Company Building in 
the 1927-1928 edition of the city directory. In the next edition, 1930-1931, Hugh E. White is listed 
alone as an architect at 509 Third Trust Company Building. The city's only other listed architect, E. L. 
Quinn, had an office in suite 418 of the same building. 

In August 1936, as White was nearing the end of his career-he died in 1939-he published a 
monograph ent it led From the FlIes of Hugh E. White, Architect, Gastonif), N. C. Most of the i 1 tustrated 
work was located in Gastonia and Gaston County. The Gastonia High School was given prominent 
recognition; there is a much smaller photograph of the only other school building included herein, the 
Fort Mill High School in Fort Mill, South Carolina. Twenty-three buildings were illustrated; nine of 
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them, including the two schools, were institutional buildings while the remaining fourteen were 
residences. There were three remodeling projects illustrated with before and after photographs and it 
seems apparent that the publication was geared to the builders of the smaller houses of the late 1930s. 

The fact that the Rutherfordton-Spindale Central High School does not appear in the monograph does 
not diminish its importance in his career. Work for architects in the Depression years was scarce; 
clearly, White published the monograph as a promotional effort to secure residential commissions. In it 
he highlighted his smaller residential work rather than the grand mansions he had designed in the 1920s 
for textile magnates and other businessmen such as John L. Beal and Samuel A. Robinson. It should also be 
remembered that given the large amount of school construction in the 1920s, there would be very few if 
any schools built in the 1930s. Hence, the publication was aimed at potential clients rather than readers 
look ing for a representation of the finest work of his career. 

When the school burned on 14 April 1938, the commission to remodel and rebuild the high school 
did not go to White but to a little known architect by the name of V. W. Breeze. His office was in Shelby J 

North Carolina, and it seems reasonable to speculate that the commission from the Rutherford County 
School Board was secured through B. L. Smith who had presided over the opening of the high school in 
September, 1925, and later, in 1929, had removed to Shelby where he was superintendent of that city's 
school system. Alternatively I it would have been entirely reasonable for the board to have turned to an 
architect in the closest neighboring county seat when there was no resident architect in Rutherfordton. 

The damages to the school were largely confined to the west wing of the building: the south wing of 
the school, housing principally the gymnasium and auditorium, were unaffected except for some smoke 
damage. Following an inspection of the building, it was found that the exterior walls were safe and that 
the classrooms, cafeteria, and library could be rebuilt within the existing walls. This decision and 
subsequent action preserved the exterior integrity of White and his firm's design and, today, the building 
survives as an important example of their work. 

The two main public spaces of the south wing survive largely as completed in 1925. Of these, 
the auditorium is the larger and immediately more impressive chamber and is finished with Classical 
Revival style details that are focused on the framing for the stage. It is, however, the gymnasium on the 
two lower levels that is the most architecturally significant space on the interior. Here survives an 
indoor gymnasium of the 1920s, in virtually unaltered condition, that may well be one of the few such 
gymnasiums of the period to remain intact in North Carolina. The indoor arena has a wood floor and is 
encircled by a tall wainscot of vertical flush sheathing topped by a chairrail. Tall bands of windows are 
set in the second-story level on the south and north elevations. The balcony, the only space for viewing 
athletic events, is situated on the west side of the arena. After the new gymnasium was erected in the 
early 1960s, the balcony was closed off, a level floor laid down over the top of the stepped levels, and 
the space sub-divided and partitioned in a cheap manner for a variety of storage and service uses. If re
opened, the balcony and the gymnasium which it overlooks could achieve a remarkable renewed status as 
one of the few, if not on ly I such inter ior spaces in North Carol ina. . 
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1. The principal source of information on the history of the Rutherfordton-Spindale Central 
High School has been the h1story written by Robin Lattimore and edited by Julia Hensley, 
both graduates of the school. It has been published for sale at the All-Class Reunion held on 
14-16 August 1992. Lattimore's two principal sources were a series of interviews he 
conducted with staff members and graduates of the school and newspaper articles that 
appeared in Toe Sun and Toe Rutoerford County News. I n addition to mak lng the draft 
manuscript history available to this author, he also provided photocopies of many of the 
newspaper articles whose contents are cHed herein. The dates of all the articles are cHed 
in the text. The deeds for the tracts making up the campus of the school are recorded in the 
Office of the Register of Deeds, Rutherford County Court House, Rutherfordton, North 
Carolina. 

., 
Even though the school was erected as the consolidated high school for the communities of 
Rutherfordton, Spindale, and Ruth, it has been known as the Rutherfordton-Spindale 
Central High School for most of its life. Ruth was much smaller than either the town of 
Spindale or the county seat. Likewise, there is some variance within this report 
concerning "Ruth" or "Hampton" as the name of the third community in the triad. The 
settlement was established as Hampton in 1893 and named for contractor Samuel D. 
Hampton. A post office by that name was established here as well. In time, the railroad 
asked that the name be changed, since there was another place in North Carolina that bore 
the name Hampton. Subsequently, the post office was changed to Ruth although the town also 
continued to be known as Hampton. Both names are used in the documents and newspapers 
of the 1920s. In 1939 the name of the town was officially changed to Ruth. 

Mrs. R 1chard Penegar I chairman of the Gaston County Historic Propert1es Comm Htee, 
provided to the author a copy of the preliminary application for listing the Gastonia High 
School on the National Register as well as copies of White's obituary. A copy of the 
monograph on Hugh Edward White survives in the Gaston County Public L 1brary where it 
and the Gastonia city directories were consulted by this author. 
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TlleCllor/otteO/Jserver) Charlotte, North Carolina. 15 Aprl1 1938. 
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Lattimore, Robin Spencer. To tlpllold YOlJr Name. Asheville: Biltmore Press, 1992. 
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Tile RlJtller!ordColJnty News) Rutherfordton I North Carolina. 14 February 1929; 8 September 
1938; 27 April 1939. 

Rutherford County Records J Office of the Register of Deeds I Rutherford County Court House, 
Rutherfordton I North Carolina (Sub-group: Deeds). 

TlleSunJ Rutherfordton, North Carolina. 12 April, 19 April, 29 November, 6 December I 

27 December 1923; 3 January I 31 January, 24 July I 13 November 1924; 23 July, 
10 September I 24 September 1925. 
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The following information applies to all of the photographs. 

Name of Property: Rutherfordton-Spindale Central High School 

North 

Northwest corner of junction of Charlotte Road (Business 74) 
and Bypass 74 

Rutherfordton 
Rutherford County 
North Carol i na 

Photographer: Davyd Foard Hood 

Date of Photographs: 15 July and 1 September- 1992 

Location of Original Negatives: 

1. Rutherfordton-Spindale 

Division of Archives and History 
109 East Jones Street .. 
Raleigh J North Carolina 27601 
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Central High School: Entrance pavilion and principal southeast and southwest 
elevations, looking northwest 

2. Rutherfordton-Spindale 
Central High School: 

3. Rutherfordton-Spindale 
. Central High School: 

4. Rutherfordton-Spindale 
Central High School: 

5. Rutherfordton-Spindale 
Central High School: 

6. Rutherfordton-Spindale 
Central High School: 

7. Rutherfordton-Spindale 
Central High School: 

Rear elevation of the gymnasium/auditorium wing, 
look ing south/southwest 

Third floor hallway of the classroom wing, look ing 
northwest 

Typical (ground floor) classroom, looking 
south / southwest 

Gymnasium, looking north 

Auditorium, looking southwest 

Vocational Education Building, looking north/northwest 
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The acreage included in this nomination is outl1ned in bold on the enclosed copy of a portion of 
Rutherford County Tax Map 75. 

The property included in this nomination is that portion of the high school campus which 
retains its integrity and serves as the site of the historic high school building, the Vocational 
Education Bullding, and the entrance drive from the Old Charlotte Road (Bus 74). The remainder of 
the campus 1s the site of later educational buildings, sports facilities, and an asphalt-paved parking 
lot for students and faculty. 
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