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The second floor reveals as sharp a distinction between the j.nteriors of the 
south and north sections as does the first floor. The doors consist of six raised 
panels, with molded door and windmv frames differing in each section. The architraves 
in the later part being more deeply and symmetrically moldede The doors in the older 
section are hung on HL hinges. The northwest room has a flat-paneled ",ainscot with a 
vertically gouged chair rail and the mantel is flanked by cupboards containing double 
door '\tIlth two raised panels each.. The �t�h�r�e�e�~�p�a�r�t� mantel has fluted Doric colonettes 
supporting an entablature which has paterae in the flat-paneled end blocks and a 
festoon in the center panel. The cornice is embellished with dentils. The adjacent 
northeast room has a similar wainscot with a slightly different gouged chaiT rail) 
and the two-part mantel is also flanked with cupboards in the same manner. The mantel 
has the same colonettes as its counterpart in the adjoining room, and has anthemions 
in its flat-paneled end blocks 

The south rooms are identical in treatment having a wide, simply molded chair 
�r�a�l�~� and high baseboard, with transitional Georgian-Federal mantel. These have a wide 
molded �a�r�c�h�i�t�r�a�v�e�~� atop which are two stubby flat board pilasters supporting a deeply 
molded shelf. 

The hall stairs continue up another two short runs with a transverse landing to 
the attic which contains three �r�o�o�m�s�~� The rooms have simply molded architraves, and 
the walls and ceilings are plastered and have flat board chair rails and baseboards. 

�~�v�o� outbuildings survive--a smokehouse and an office said to have served as 
plantation office and as doctor's office for Dr. John G. Brodnax. 
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Willow Oaks is a Federal plantation house of considerable architectural distinction, 
with Adamesque interiors outstanding of their type in the state.. The. work is stylisti(!ally 
related to that found in two houses of the 1830s in neighboring Caswell County, but more 
elaborate, epitomizing the lavishness with which these classical elements were. used at 
the end of the Federal era. The plantation was probably settled and part of the house 
built by William Brodnax from·Virginiaand the house·comp1eted by his son, Robert. 

The plantation is located on a tract of approximately 800 acres, once part of a vast 
tract owned by William Byrd II, which Byrd is said to have called "Land of Eden .. 1t On 
October 25, 1755, William Byrd III and his wife sold 26,000 acres in Rockingham and 
Caswell counties to Francis and Simon Farley, merchants of Antigua, for 1,000 pounds. 
Following the Far1eys' deaths, the lands were surveyed for diyision among heirs in 1804. 

The property was divided into large lots called the "Sauratown tracts" after the 
Saura Indians who had inhabited the area. In 1809 John S Farley and other heirs 
granted power of attorney to lVi11iam Edward Brodnax and empowered him to sell their part.s 
of the "Sauratown tracts." On August 13, 1811, Brodnax purchased lot number sixteen (16) 
comprising 2,664 acres of the Sauratown tracts from Brigadier General John S. Farley 
of Jamaica for $8,436. Brodnax, justice of Bruns~vick County, Virginia, and sheriff in 
1807, may have built part of the house on the plantation thEm called "Cascade" The 
name "Cascade" may have been taken from the name of a nearby creek, long associated with 
the property. His oldest son, Robert (born April 30~ 1787), received his father's tract 
of 2,664 acres on October 1, 1820, and it is he 1;vho is said to have brought the plantation 
house to its present form. It is possible that Robert lived there before he was officially 
given the land, for his infant Son William is buried there (died July 17, 1820)0 Robert 
is said to have been a school mate of Thomas Ruffin (later chief justice of the North 
Carolina Supreme Court) at a Warrenton school. 

The lands now part of Willow Oaks Farm were left by Robert Brodnax to his daughter, 
Mary W., with two sons trustees. She married John G. Brodnax, a prominent Virginia 
physician who served as a medical officer in the Civil War. In 1889 the lands were divided 
among Mary's two children, with her daughter Nancy retaining the plantation house In 1890" 
the property was sold to F. H .. Burton and T. B. Fitzgerald; the latter) 'vho lived on the­
place, ~vas for many years president of Riverside Cotton Mills in Danville, Virginia. He 
spent considerable time and money in renovating the house. In 1916 the property was sold 
to Richard Ivy Smith of; Danville, whose son nm'l mms and. operates the farm. 
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Rockingham County Records, Rockingham County Courthouse, Wentworth, North Carolina 
(Subgroups Deeds, Wills) 

Rockingham County Records, Division of Archives and History, Raleigh, North Carolina 
(Subgroups: Deeds, Wills). 
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