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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
Willow Oaks is a Federal plantation house of considerable architectural distinction,

with Adamesque interiors outstanding of their type in the state. The work is stylistically

related to that found in two houses of the 1830s in neighboring Caswell County, but more
elaborate, epitomizing the lavishness with which these classical elements were used at
the end of the Federal era. The plantation was probably settled and part of the house
built by William Brodnax from Virginia and the house -completed by his somn, Robert.

The plantation is located on a tract of approximately 800 acres, once part of a vast
tract owned by William Byrd II, which Byrd is said to have called "Land of Eden." On
October 25, 1755, William Byrd III and his wife sold 26,000 acres in Rockingham and
Caswell counties to Francis and Simon Farley, merchants of Antigua, for 1,000 pounds.
Following the Farleys' deaths, the lands were surveyed for division among heirs in 1804.

The property was divided into large lots called the "Sauratown tracts' after the
Saura Indians who had inhabited the area. In 1809 John S. Farley and other heirs
granted power of attorney to William Edward Brodnax and empowered him to sell their parts
of the "Sauratown tracts.'" On August 13, 1811, Brodnax purchased lot number sixteen (16)
comprising 2,664 acres of the Sauratown tracts from Brigadier General John S. Farley
of Jamaica for $8,436. Brodnax, justice of Brumswick County, Virginia, and sheriff in
1807, may have built part of the house on the plantation then called "Cascade." The
name ''Cascade' may have been taken from the name of a nearby creek, long associated with
the property. His oldest son, Robert (born April 30, 1787), received his father's tract
- of 2,664 acres on October 1, 1820, and it is he who is said to have brought the plantation

house to its present form. It is possible that Robert lived there before he was officially

given the land, for his infant son William is buried there (died July 17, 1820). Robert
is said to have been a school mate of Thomas Ruffin (later chief justice of the North
Carolina Supreme Court) at a Warrenton school.

The lands now part of Willow Oaks Farm were left by Robert Brodnax to his daughter,
Mary W., with two sons trustees. She married John G. Brodnax, a prominent Virginia

physician who served as a medical officer in the Civil War. - In 1889 the lands were divided
among Mary's two children, with her daughter Nancy retaining the plantation house. 1In 1890

the property was sold to F. H. Burton and T. B. Fitzgerald; the latter, who lived on the
place, was for many years president of Riverside Cotton Mills in Danville, Virginia. He
spent considerable time and money in renovating the house. In 1916 the property was sold
to Richard Ivy Smith of Danville, whose son now owns and operates the farm.
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