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DESCRIOE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if 
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[J Deteriorated o Ruins 

(Check One) 

LJ Moved Oiiginol Sik 

High Hock, a large Federal house of brick laid in one-to-·four comrnOll 
bond) r:Lses t~vo stories over a full baseln'3nt. It is constructed on an "LII 
plan and is covered by a hip roof. It is an oversized three bays ~:ride and eno 
bays deep inTi th tHo more bays added by the ell. A large brick exterior end 
chimney, deeply e~gaged, pierces the roof on ei ther side of tb.8 house and at, 
the re ar of the ell . Both the r8 ar of the ell and the sOlJth s ide of the 
house are blind facades. The front (east) facade is treated with a pec1iment(ld 
portico supported by h\To colossal, unacademic, stuccC'J8c1 columns "\"Tith simple 
neckings There is a gallery at the second level Each tier is Ambellished 
~Tith a r01i\[ of dentils, as is the pediment., ~vhich has an elliptical oculus in 
the tympanum. The porch railing consists of a simple molded handrail sup
ported on square balusters A curving double stair (not original) ascends 
to the porch. 

The 1;,Tind01ivs on the front facade fol101iv a modified Palladian design., 
each SlJTmonnted by a ~vide stuccoed arch with a large keystone and splaYBd 
ends The ~findo1tls exhibit diminution w-:L th tr"Tel va -over-tl\rel ve sash on -the 
first floor and tvmlve-over-eight on the second.; tracery fills the fanlight.s~ 
The sidelights correspondingly change from six lights to five lights The 
windo~Ts have simple molded architraves and ~:;tone sills. 

The entrances on both the first and second floors have the same Palla
dian motif ~\Ti th stuccoed arches. rrhey exhibit diminution ccmtc:tining si ... '( andl 
five-light-sidelights ~Irith shallow fanlight,s) a.nd are set into raised'-pansl 
reveals and re(3o.ed soffits. 'The double doors have trJree raissd panels on ' 
each leaf. 

On the other elevations, fenestration consists of nine·-·ovor-sj sash 
on the first floor and six-over-six on the second" inT:i th moldad architra i /3s 
and stuccoed flat arches 1;ITith keystones and stone sills. Basement tv-indov\Ts 
contain six-aver-six sash and have simple molded archi travos, as doss the 
basement entrance 

At the east bay of the north side is a one -story gabl:3 roof entr3.nce 
porch T"Ti th a deeply molded cornice that returns into the flush-sheathed 
gable. It is supported by extraordinarily heClvy columns similar in style 
to those on the front" 

T.r1e rear (v,rest) facade of the house has a recently added, one-story 
cast-iron porch, supported at the basem:3nt level ~Tith squaTe lj,Yooden posts 
Ttvo Palladian HindoHs occur at the Tear. 

The interior Iollm'Ts a central hall plan, one room ~.rith an open 
~'iell stair. Tlv3 finish is Federal) Tl'Jith forms in sec 
rooms All first-floor Hindm'Ts and inte are frame-3d flat-
paneled reveals and soffi ts) and the dours consist. of sj_x flat panels. Th8 
hall l;ITainscot is flat-paneled) and doors haITa l;'Jide molc1f3cl architraves. The; 
south rOOTIl is the most elaborate and has a Hainscot like the hall, ~Jith'J. 

marbleized baseboard. The door is flanl=ec1 by fluted pilast9rs ~\rhich 

l
~'1 three -part en tablatuce VITi th sunburs ts on thf3 end blocks <:lnd center panel 
The m,3.ntel has flanking, flat-paneled pila,sters Hhich st:.pport 8. three-part 
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enta.blature identical to the overdoorw The Palladian v\TindoT,lTs have a 
sh~ll motif abow the sidelights The nor th room has the same v\Tainscot B-nd 
a similar three-part mantel, except that it lacks the sunbursts, CJnd has 
fluted pilasters The ell room has a thTee-part, flat-panelod mantel simila.c 
to the others 

The open-string stair is accented lvi th Have bracke ts cu"Ld ascends to th8 
second floor in t\;,Jo runs vfl th a transverse landings It features a ramped, 
rounded handrail carried on square balu.sters The n8~\T8l and intermediate 
posts are characterized by an unusual st\relling entasis and a simple 
Tho lJainscot carries IIp the stair and is similarly ramp8c] on the fil'st run 
but thereafter does not fol101i'T the S:1nle line as thg balustrade 

TlJ.e two doorv\Tays off. the second floor hall hav"B paneled revea.l,:; and 
soffi ts as in the first floor The south bedroom has an unadorned throe-par t, 
mante 1 similar to those be low, as Ive 11 as a molded chair rail and base board 
Closets have been added at the northern TrTall The hlTo north bedrooms share 
a common chirrmey and haiTe corner firep19,ces wi th simple mantels of tVctrlsi
tional Georgian-FClc1e:cal configura:bion. Each has a vricle, molded :Jrchitr3.v(~ 
arol;.nd the opening, topped wit.hbV'o tJrunc:.rted pila:=;b~n's supporting a thin, 
nlOldecl shelf. The front bedroom has a flat-paneled lfi7ainscot, and tbe flat 
panel on the mantel is marbelized The rear bedroom has a moldeeJ ch'lir Tail 
and baseboard 

ThFJ bedroom in the ell has its Olin slat of enclosed st.C"drs vith -;.J:ln~i8T':; 

leading dm,Tn to the room below It also has a mantel similar t.o the corner 
mantels, but wider, and the same baseboard and chair rEdl as the 1'e a1' bedroom 

Leading to the basement is an enclosed stair from the center hall It 
is floored in brick" iivi th the basement hall flooTed completely '~rith hecl.dsrs 
or half-hricks All dooTI,rays and vTindolJ\TS have paneled reveals and soffits) 
and the mantel in the soath rOOm is similar to thos8 used in the north T'oom::c: 
on the second floor, Hith the Hide architrave, short pilasters) and thin 
molded shelf. 'The nor th room lacks a mante 1 and the ell room has c 
fireplace with a v,rids" arche dope ning and he a vy,' simple she If. All 'rooms in 
th3 bast3ment l-:ave a molded chair rail 

I 
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The large brick house on High Rock Farm built. early in the nine -Geenth 
century by Josoph HcCain, a prosperous merch:lnt, is the most impc8ssi \-e 

Federal periGd house in Rockingham County0 The monumental three~story 

block liifith ma.ssi VB columns supporting the full portico is strikingly 
articulated by the fanlightec1 entrances and Palladian 1JVindurr.rs li,D.th heavy 
stuccoed keystone arches. The interior> like the exterior, contaj.ns fine 
Federal finish of a quality unusual in the area. 

In 1805 Joseph IvIcCain began <=I.cquiring land on the Hm1T River near II 
Rock Ford.~ the river crossing near the high rock landmark) a ::;~olid };'ock I 
outcrop on tho north bank some forty feet high4 The ford seriT8cl ,';1. haa II 

tT'ave11ed wagon route. By tllis time High Rock lvlill had been con,=) t,rlJI~ :~f:'d 
ne ar the outcropping and a grani te dam built above the ford. In lS07 l 
}'kCr';!.in marriad Polly Scales, daughter of :Nathaniel Sca1e~3) a W6ctl·tlry '_1" 

The 1815 RockinGham County tax list indicates that f'1cCain m,rned 600 cwre.-:; 
of land val1J3d at $6)000-, ::lJ.1other 317 acres valued at $l;llS; cleVA;l c:;l:=I\Tp.s. 

and a store. The ;$6,000 evaluation probably includes the house An ill'--
ventory of i!lcCain I s estate follo~ring his unexpected death in 1830 rav;::~a13 
that he operated a general store from at 1:3ast 1811 u.ntil his d8ath 
l1cCain died 'i"ri th01Jt a willJ leaving a large stock of store goods on hane, 

In 1831 Polly began pEl ti tioning the county court to allm,r her to sell I' 

the plantation. In the Raleigh Register and North Caro1ina. Gazette of 
Barch 8, 18.36, a:1 advartIS8ffient to sell High Rock appea;8cl-~The -PTantatto!:lj 
a vCl~uable tract of land b810nging to the 8st,:I-ce of the Jate Jos-Iph 
was described as 

Conta.inil1g 
Road Ie 
and at thr3 

been 

HIGH ROCK 

One Thousand Acre s. . on HaI,r Hi ,7Br:> on the main 
from lr,Jashington Ci ty) thrO'l1.gh Salem~ Salisbury ;~~ c. 

C:::-'oss Roads fl'(lrfl lrJentworth to It has Ion::; 
d and knm,Tn as a Public Stand) both as a SiI OTt;3 ,qnd House 

of Entertrl.inment, and is perhaps as :::,i tuated as any' p1ace 
in this sec tion of c The .nts a:ce., a nC-lf,,] thre 
sto:cy BJ1',ICK HUUSE, containing ten Rooms) besJ_dcs PciS3,:3.g:33)?,: C an 
ICE'HCU,SE" ~,jj th necessary Cut-houses; a .3TOHE HO'J,SE ::nd TAil) YA0~J 
1tThich) at, moderate eArpens8) can be made fit for Uc::>::1 anI Pe::'ic}1 
Orchards) ths former of choice late fruit 
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The plantation ];\Tas sold in 1836 and had several mvne",cs bei'ore 1848, tlThen it 
'C'JC1S purchased by Francis Simpson, ~Those descendants retained possession until 
1900 'The plantation house ~Jas built as a private residence, but due to its 
proximi ty to the ford it often functioned as an inn t'Then the ri VOl' was im-
f~3.3 ::mble • In 1857 a Ie tte r from the famous IiFool Killer, rr a fic ti tions 
character invented by C~ N. B Evans, the clever editor of the Nilton Chronicle) 
';);:1,S postmarked tlHigh Rock, Nell By the mid-~nine te3nth century High Hock h;Jr-
become a community ~Tith a post office) although today it is once again an I 
j,solated residence. In 1939 the deteriorated house was bought and renovated 
by JYlr. and Mrs S R. Prince The house, still in good condi tiOD, is nmv 
OI>/ne d by Hrs Prince 
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CPU 921.72" 



surw~y spe c-'La.list" 
by Neil Pea.rson, consultant. 

archi te c r,pral de 

TIl harch 8, 1836. On microfilm in the 
C01'(1 s 

Rockingham COlmty Rec ords -' Rockingham County Courthouse, Hentt~Torth, North 
CaTolina, uffice of the Register of Deeds (Subgroups Deeds, Naps, 
Marriago Bonds) Tax: Lists, Court of Equi ty I1inute s) 

Rockingham County Records, Division of. Archives and History, Raleigh, North 
Carolina (Subgroups Deeds, rJfaps, Marriage Bonds) Tax: Lists, COlJ.rt 

Equi ty Minutes) 

LATITUDE AND L()NGITUDE COORDINATEs 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATII-4G THE PRooERTY 

CORNER LATITUDE LONGI TUDE 

De0rees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 

NW o o 

NE o o 

SE o o 

Q o 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 

TFN 

LATITUDE LONGITUDE 

Degrees Mi,1utes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 

36 0 15' 36" 79° 34' 00" 

ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES F,OR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPiNG STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

ST ATE: CODE COUr-lTY 

STATE: CODE COUNTY: 

STATE: COD E C 0 UN -r'( : 

STATE: 

NAME AND TI TLE: 

S~rve y _§]~1 PI ann:'~ng_ U nl t------------------------------TD;.'-E-----------
oRGANIZATION 

Division of Archives and_ Hi§.tory _ 17 October 12.D 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

109 East Jones Street 
CITY OR TOWN: 

As the des i.gnctted State Liaison Officer for the Na

tional Histur.i~ Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the N8ti.ona! Register and certify that it has been 

pvalu8ted according to the c-iteria and proceo'ures set 

forth by the National Park ServIce. The recommende~! 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National 0 State Ga Local 0 

Name 

Title _JJj r'':"i.C....tor, D"i vi stS2.IL of Archi \I"(-J 8 

and History 

Date 17 October 1973 
-------

I hereby certify that this property j~<; included in the 

N8tiona 1 Register. 

Director, Office of Archeoto~y Bnd }listoric pj','servation 

ATTEST: 

Keeper of The NationAl i"?egister 

Date __________________________ __ 
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Stokes) DUI1dard T ,ed "Five Letters from Jesse Holmes, the Fool Killer to 
the Edi tor of the Hil ton Chronicle It toric ,'11 
Re Vol@ L, No 3 -' Summer, 1973 
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