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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (il fnown) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

High Rock, a large Federal house of brick laid in ons-to-four common
bond, rises two stories over a full bassmsent. It is constructed on an "L"
plan and is covered by a hip roof. It is an ovarsized thres bays wide and &
bays deep with two more bays added by the ell. A large brick exterior end
chimney, deeply engaged, pierces the roof on either side of the house and at
the rear of the ell. ‘Both the rear of the ell and the south side of the
house are blind facades. The front (east) facade is treated with a pediments
portico supported by two colossal, unacademic, stuccoed columns with simple
neckings. There is a gallery at the second lewvel. Each tier is embellishsd
with a row of dentils, as is the pediment, which has an elliptical oculus in
the tympanum. The porch railing consists of a simple molded handrail sup-
ported on square balusters. A curving double stair (not original) ascends
to the porch.

The windows on the front facads follow a modified Palladian design,
each surmounted by a wids stuccoed arch with a large keystone and splayad
ends. The windows exhibit diminution with twelve-over-twelve sash on ths
first floor and twelve-over-eight on ths second; tracery fills the fanlights
The sidelights correspondingly change from six lights to five lights. The
windows have simple molded architraves and stone sills.

The entrances on both the first and second floors have the same Falla-
dian motif with stuccoed arches. They exhiblt dindnution containing six and
five-light-sidelights with shallow fanlights, and are set into raised-pansl
reveals and resded soffits. The double doors have thras raisad panals on
each leaf. .

On ths other elevations, fenastration consists of nina-over-six s
on the first floor and six-over-six on the second, with moldaed architravas
and stuccosd flat arches with keystonss and stons sills. Basement windows
contain six-over-six sash and have simple molded architraves, as does the
basement entrance.

At the east bay of the north side is a one-story gabls roof entrance
porch with a deeply molded cornice that returns into the flush-sheathsd
gable. It is supported by extraordinarily heavy columns similar in style
to those on the Ifront.

The rear (west) facade of the house has a reacently added, one-story
cast-iron porch, supported at the basemsnt level with square wooden posts.
Two Palladian windows occur at the rear.

The interior follows a central hall plan, one room deep with an open
well stair. The finish is Federal, with retardataire forms in secondary
rooms. All first-floor windows and intsrior doorways are framad by flat-
pareled reveals and soffits, and the doors consist of six flal psnels. Ths
hall wainscot is flat-paneled, and doors have wide molded architraves. Ths
south room is the most elaborate and has a wainscot like the hall, with a
marbleized baseboard. The door is flanked by fluted pilastars which support
a three-part entablature with sunbursts on the end blocks and canter parel.
The mantel has flanking, flat-pansled pilasters which support a three-part
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entablature identical to tha overdoor. The Palladian windows have a scallop
sh211 motif above the sidelights. The north room has the same wainscot and

a similar thres-part mantel, except that it lacks the sunbursts, and has |
fluted pilasters. The ell room has a three-part, flat-paneled mantel similar
to the others. .

v

The open-stringz stair is accentsed with wave brackets and ascends to the
gszcond floor in two runs with a transverse landing. It features a rampsad,
rounded handrail carried on square balusters. The newsl and intermsediata
postg are characterized by an unusual swelllng entasis and a simple nacking.
The wainscot carrises up ths stair and is similarly rampsd on ths first run,
but thereafter doss not follow the sams line as ths balustrade.

The two doorways off the second floor hall have pansled revesls and
soffits as in the first lloor. The south badroom has an unadorned thrasg-part
mantel similar to those bslow, as well as a molded chair rail and basebozard.
Closets have been added at the northern wall. Ths two north badrooms shsre
a common chimnay and have corner fireplaces with simple mantals of twawbﬁ—
tional Cegorgian-Federal configuration. FEach has a wide, molded architrawve
avound the opening, toppsd with two truncated pilasters supporting a thin,
molded shelf. The front bedroom has a flat-pansled wainscot, and the flat
panel on the mantzsl is marbelized. The rear bedroom has a wmolded chair rail
and basebhoard.

The bedroom in the ell has its own sst of enclosed stairs with winders
leading down to the room below. It also has a mantel similar to the cornsr
mantels, but wider, and ths same baseboard and chair rail as the rear bvedroonm

Leading to the basement is an enclossd stair from the centser hall. It
is floored in brick, with the basement hall floored completely with headers
or half-bricks. All doorways and windows have pansled reveals and soffits,
and the mantel in the south room is similar to those used in ths north rooms

the second floor, with the wide architrave, short pilasters, and n
molded shelf. The north room lacks a mantel and the ell room has a 00uk ng-
fireplace with a wids, archad opening and heavy, simple shelf. All roomg in
th2 bassment have a moldad chair rail.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The large brick house on High Rock Farm built early in the ningteenth
centbury by Jo seph MeCain, a prosperous merchant, is ths most impressive
Fedsral psriocd house in Rockingham County. Ths monumental three-story
block with massive columns supporting the full portico is strikingly
articulated by the fanlighted entrances and Palladian windows with haavy
stuccoad keystone arches. The interior, like the exterior, contains fin=
Federal finish of a quality unusual in ths area.

In 1805 Joseph McCain began acquiring land on the Haw River near High
Rock Ford, the river crossing near the high rock landmark, a 00116 roolk
outcrop on the north bank some forty fest high. The ford served a hesavily
travellaed wagzon route. By this time High Rock Mill had bsesn POnnthbb”d
nasar the outeropping and a granite dam built above the ford. In 1807
MeCain married Polly Scales, daugnhter of Nathaniel Scales, a wsalthy plawvter
The 1815 Rockingham County bax list indicates that MuCWLﬂ ownsd 500 acres
cf land valu=d at $6 000, =nother 317 acres valued at $1,115, elevan slaves.
and a store. The 6 000 evaluation probably includss the house. An in-
ventory of McCain's estate following his unsxpected death in 1830 rsvsals
that he operated a general store from at least 1611 until his death.
McCain died without a will, leaving a large stock of stors goodg on hanc

In 1831 Polly began petitioning the county court to allow her to sell
the plantation. In ths Ralsigh Register and North Carolina Cazette of
March 8, 1835, an advertisemsnt to sell High Rock apoeared. The plantation
a valuable tract of land belonging to the estate of the lafte Josaph MeCain,
was described as: '

HIGH ROCK

Contzining On
Road leadin
and at ths Cro

Washington City, through Salem, Salishury, % c.

Thousand Acres . . . on Haw River, on the main Stage
Tom
ss Roads from Wentworth to Hillsborecugh. It has long

been occupisd and known as a Public Stand, both as 2 Stors and House
srhaps as favorably gituated as any place
o Ph— improvems nts are, a large naw thres

)

of Entertainment, and is
in this section of countr
story BRICK HOUSE, containing ten Rooms, bsside 5, % C. oan
ICE HOUSE, with necessary qut houses, a STORE LJ 158 TAN TARD
which, at modsrate expense, can ke made fib for use; Apple and Paach
Orchsrds, the formsr of choice late fru
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The plantation was sold in 1836 and had several owners before 1848, whan it
was purchased by Francis Simpson, whose descendants retainsd possession until
1900. The plantation house was bullt as a private residencs, but due to its
nroALmlty to the tord it often functioned as an inn when ths river was im-
p;sscole. In 1857 a letter from the famous "Fool Killer," a fictitious
character invented by C. N. B. Evans, the clever editor of the Milton Chronicl

o)

was postmarked "High Rock, N.C." By ths mid-ninstesnth century High Rock had
bacome a community with a post office, although today it is once again an
isolatad residencs. In 1939 the deteriorated houss was bought and renovatesd
hy NP. and Mrs. S. R. Prince. The house, still in good condition, is now
ownad by Mrs. Prince.
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Stokes, Durward T., ed. "Five Letters from Jesse Holmes, the Fool Killer to

the Editor of the Milton Chronicle."
Review, Vol. L, No. 3, Summer, 1973.
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