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Tha Governor David S. Reid House is a two-story T-shapsd frames dwellin,
of the late Victorian period, occupying a shaded cornar beside the railroad
tracks on Market Street in Reidsville. The Market Strest (west) facade,
three bays wide, is the major elevation, and the Lawsonville Avenue (south)

facade of the sams width functions as a secondary focus. Ths ona-story
shed projecting from the north bay of the rear and the one-story kitchen
wing projecting from the south bay of the rear are apparently original to

the house, although each has bessn extended at a later dats.

The house is set on a low brick foundation, covered with plain siding,
and capped with a gable roof covered with standing seam tin. Thrse interio;
brick chimneys with molded caps project from the roof. Flat-pansled corner
posts with Doric caps accentuate the facade corners. The molded, bracketed
eaves of the main roof form a wide eave return at the gable endb, The
main entrance, located in the center bay of the Market Strest facade, is a
double door, with round-arched etched glass panels. It is protected by
a porch across the two north bays of the facads. Tt has clustered tapered
posts joined by arches, supporting a bracket cornlce beneath a hip roof.

A sawnwork railing in a sprightly floral design encloses the porch. The
entrance bay of ths porch is surmounted by a pediment with a louvered
vantilator. Ths south bay of the west facade projects as a wing, having
a bay window with bracket cornice at the first story and a window at the
sacond story with a scalloped hood. A louvered lunsette ventilator is
centered in the upper gable end of the projection. The remaining facade
windows are identical but lack hoods.

The Lawsonville Avenue facade has a center bay entrance identical to
ths Market Street entrance, protected by a nearly identical ons-bay porch.
This elevation and the remaining elevations are treated lilke the west
facade, except that the rear lacks the bracketed frieze.

The kitchsn wing is set on brick piers, and an interior brick chimnesy
projects from the roof. The openings have plain surrounds, and ths horth
sids door has two flat vertical panels. The breezeway between the main
block and the kitchen has been enclosed.

The interior of the Rsid House is unaltered, retaining not only its
original architectural fabric but much of its original furnishings. Each
floor contains an L-shaped hall, and at the junction of the cross hall and
the center hall is an arch supported by simple plaster corbels. The doubls
flight stair is located in the transversae section of the hall against ths
east wall. "The railing of the opsn-string stair is composed of turnsd
balusters, a shepad handrail, and a turned newsl. The [irst floor conbains
two rooms on thz north side of the center hall and two on thz south sidse;
the sacond floor contains ona room on the north side and two rooms on the

goubth side. Througnout the house are high molded bassboards, plaster wallsg,

doors with four flat panels surmountsd by two-pans transoms, and simpls

molded architravss. The parlor (the front south side room) and ths hall
contain plaster cornices and plaster ceiling medallions. The most ornate
mant2l in the house is in this room, an inlaid marble ons. The rsmaining

wa’
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mantels are simple wooden dasigns with raisad panels ornamanting the J
pilasters and friegas. .
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
This typical Victorian house, the homs of Governor David S. Reid from

1881 until his dsath in 1891, is Reid's only remaining residsnce. Reid,
an dmportant nineteenth century North Carolina political leadsr, was the
first Democratbt elected governor of the state and is chiefly remembsarad for
liberalizing suffrage by sponsoring the elimination of ths propsrty
qualification for saenatorial suffrage.

David S. Reid's political career spanned forty years, and in this
period he served as state senator (1835-1841), United States congressman
(18143-18147), governor (1851-185)), United States senator (185,-1859), and
as a delegate to the Peace Conference (1861), the North Carolina Secession
Convention (1861), and the State Constitutional Convention (1875).

The houss was constructed by Thomas S. Reid, son of David Reid, as
his family homs. Thomas purchased the lot containing 2-83/100 acres from
his uncle, Hugh K. Reid, in 1873. The July 19, 1881, issue of Webster's
Dollar Weekly, the Reidsville newspaper, containsd a notice that "Our
young friend Thos. S. Reid has given J. M. Walker & Co. a contract for a
large and elegant private residence on his lot near Miss Emma Scale's
seminary.'" Within the ysar Thomas and his parents, Govarnor and Mrs. Reid,

~moved into ths completed house.

A Tha "large and elegant' house, with its dual facade and sawnwork
ornament, is in a remarkable state of preservation, for it has remainsd
in the Reid family. At Thomas Reid's death in 1930, his daughters Helen
Redid Ballard and Henrietta Reid inherited it, and it is still in ths
possaession of the latter. Many of Governor Reid's personal effects, in-
cluding his library, are in the house.
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