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The earliest extant portion of the Wright Tavern is the western four—
bay two=story section composed of an open stair hall with a single large
room to the west. It has an exterior end chimney with straight sides
laid in Ilemish bond. From archaeological and architectural evidence, it
is certain that this section was an addition to a one or one-and-a-half
story structure. This earliest uwnit was replaced by the present three-bay
eastern sectbion which is two rooms deep. It has a single end chimney of
American bond which serves bthe corner fireplace in each of the two ground
floor rooms.

As a unit, the plan of the east and west sections takes the form of
a "dog=run." This configuration is Typical of log cabin construction,
but is seldom found in a frame building, particularly in one of two stories.
In The Bavly Architecture of North Carolina Thomas T. Waterman stabes that,
A singularly elaborate example of such a building (dog—run) is the old
Wright Tavern at Wentworth, in Rockingham County . » . This is an
exceptional instance, a more normal cxample being the Andrews log cabin in
Pollk County." (pp.7-8)

The exterior features beaded weatherboards on the west section and
plain ones on the east. There are simple box cornices and windows Iramed
by architraves which differ in design in the two sections. There is a
full length one story shed porch which dates from the time that the main
block reached its present form. The posts are not original.

The open stair hall, or "dog—ruu," is fromed by a fine elliptical
arch resting on pilasters and featuring a keystone. The hall retains its
original plaster above a simple unpaneled wainscot. The stalr ascends on
the cast side of the hall in an initial straight run to a transverse
landing and returns in a short straight run. It has fine Iederal details,
especially noteworthy are the rich curvalinear brackets.

The large room west of the stair hall has plain wainscot finished with
lats nineteenth century graining. On the second floor of this section
there are five small rooms, two of which have small cormer fireplaces.

In the east section the ground floor rooms have simple mantels decorated
with bands of frebtwork which are similar in design to those on the second
floor of the west section. There is one large room on the second floor of
the east section which features a large, elaborate mantel ornamented with
intricate reeded patterns.

There have been various additions to the rear of the building. Very
corly in its history the dining room was located behind the west room and
connected to it by a narrow passage. Due to its modillion cornice and
fine Adam mantel which bear no relation Lo any of tho othor woodwork ol tho
house, it is thought that the dining room may prodato Lhe Lavorn and wos
perhaps moved to its present localion from anothor sito. Ah‘an carly dabo
the connecting passage was removed. The end wall of the dining room was
oxbended to the rear wall of the main block. This greatly enlarged the
size of the room but necessitated the closing of a second floor window.
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At the rear of the east section there was an early unheated shed
room, which was later replaced by a larger shed room with an exberior
chimney. In the late nineteenth centuiy the latter addition was
increased Lo a full two stories in height and an interior chimney built
to serve the single room on each floor. At an early date a porch was
built along the rear of the house between the shed room and the
enlarged dining room. Later the porch was extended along the eastern
side of the diming room. In the twenticth cenbury a board and bhatten
kitchen was added to the rear of the dining room.
was a log structure in the yard. Neither of the kitchens is extanv.

Originally the kitchor
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

somebime prior to 1814, Williem Wright, constructed the original part
of Wright Tavein in Wentworth, the County Seat of Rockingham County.
After his death in 1824, his son James operated the tavern until his death
in 1870, at which time the tavern was taken over by his unmarvied daughber
Nannie Wright. ©She operated the tavern in conjunction with her nepheir
James W. Reld and the tavern became known as the Reid House or Reid Hobel.
James W. Reld was the son of Dr. Numa Fletcher Reid, a noted Methodist
preacher and Presiding Elder, and Anne Wright, the daughter of James.
James Reid practiced law in Wentworth and served in Congress from the
Fifth District. He subsequently moved west and died in 1902. The tavern
was laver operated by his half-brobther Numa Raine Reid, who was the son
of Dr. Reid by his second wife Sallie Wright, the sister of Anne. For
some years Numa R. Reid was postmaster of Wentworth and the Post Office was
located in a swall building adjoining the tavern. After his death in
1946 the tavern was owned by his widow. After her death, the tavern was
purchased from bthe heirs of Mrs. Numa R. Reid by the Rockingham County
Historical Society in 1967. The restoration of Wright Tavern is now
being undertaken by this group.

The proximity of Wright Tavern to the county courthouse made it the
pathering place of many local political figures. Numerous courthouse
officials stayed there.

In addition to its fine architectural detail, the Wright Tavern is
one of the most sophisticated versions of the so=called "dog-run" plan
to be found in North Carolina. It is one of the few buildings in the
state which has been used as a tavern for well over a cenbury and has
survived with most of its fabric intact.
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The Farly Architecture of North Caroling.
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