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The Bullard-Ray House was built in the Rockingham County community of Leaksville 
(now Eden) in the middle 1840s by John Hall Bullard. l A �~�a�t�i�v�e� of Massachusetts, Bullard 
(1808-1870) moved to Rockingham County in the late l830s at the behest of John Motley 
Morehead to run Morehead's Leaksville textile mill. 2 

John Motley Morehead (1796-1866) was one of North Carolina's most important ante
bellum figures. Elected as governor on the Whig ticket in 1840, and serving from 1841 
until 1845, Morehead was one of the leaders of the state's progressive element, and was 
a staunch advocate of a number of causes

1 
including transportation development, cons 

tutional reform, and improved education. Morehead owned "a big combination business . 
[at �L�e�a�k�s�v�i�l�l�~�]� which developed into various kinds of mills, cotton and otherwise, gen
eral merchandise and supplies of all kinds."4 Morehead's textile mill was begun in 1835 
but was not completed until 1839. It was the first such mill in Rockingham County and 
was one of the first in the state.5 Needing someone experienced in the textile business 
Morehead hired Bullard from Boston "to build and manage the mill for him."6 

Bullard helped develop the mill into one of the most successful in the state. He 
ran the mill only a short time, however $ before resigning to become a merchant in 
Leaksville. Bullard was "the pioneer modern merchant in the region and made his purchase 
in Boston and other eastern cities and introduced a better variety of goods and by quick 
sales and short profits forced a general reduction of prices."7 

Bullard died intestate in 1870. The property was eventually purchased by his daughter 
Annie and her husband James B. Ray. Ray was Bullard's business partner for a period and 
continued as a Leaksville merchant into the l870s.8 In the 1880 census he was listed as 
a superintendent of a cotton factory. James and Annie Ray had five children.9 The 
fourth of these, John Bullard Ray, was born in 1875. He attended medical school at the 
University of Maryland, where he received his medical degree in 1898.10 

John Bullard Ray practiced medicine in Rockingham County from 1899 until his death 
in 1958. He was regarded as the dean of the Rockingham County medical profession at the 
time of his death. Ray was also a civic leader. He served as a mayor of Leaksville from 
1907 until 1910, was a member of the local school board and draft board, president of 
Leaksville's Home Savings and Loan Association, a charter member of the local YMCA, vice
president of the Leaksville Bank and Trust, chairman of the Rockingham County health board, 
physician for the state prison camp at Wentworth for 20 years, and company doctor for the 
Marshall Field and Company Cotton Mills. Ray was named Rockingham County physician of 
the year three times. In 1972 a bridge over the Smith River near Eden was dedicated to 
Dr. Ray. In 1905 he married Mary Eliza (Chattie) Ivie. From around 1908 until around 
1915 Ray greatly enlarged the house. He and his wife had one son, who died in infancy 
in 1926. Dr. Ray was survived by his widow and a sister.11 His home is now owned by 
a niece, Mrs. Jean Harrington. 

The Bullard-Ray House is one of Rockingham County's most important historical houses, 
with roots in the area's industrial, commercial, and medical life. John Bullard's 
relationship with the Leaksville Mills, called "one of the most important nineteenth 
century industrial sites in North Carolina,,12 by one observer, was brief but critical. 
The Bullard-Ray House is believed to be the only remaining domestic structure related 
to the mill. 
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The structure, of course, is closely related to the surrounding environment. Archaeo
logical remains, such as trash pits, wells, and structural remains, which may be present, 
can provide information valuable to the understanding and interpretation of the structure. 
Information concerning use patterns, social standing and mobility, as well as structural 
details are often only evident in the archaeological record. Therefore, archaeological 
remains may well be an important component of the significance of the structure. At tnis 
time no investigation has been done to discover these remains, but it is probable that 
they exist, and this should be considered in any development of the property. 
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NOTES 

1 In 1967 the cornmun1t1es of Leaksville, Spray, and Draper merged to form Eden. 
William S. Powell, The North Carolina Gazetteer (Chapel Hill: The University of North 
Carolina Press, 1968), 157. 

2Lindley A. Butler, Our Proud Heritage: A Pictorial History of Rockingham 
County, N. C. (Bassett, Va.: Bassett Printing Corporation, 1971), 67-68, hereinatter 
cited as Butler, Our Proud Heritage. 

3 Hugh Talmage Lefler and Albert Ray Newsome, North Carolina: The History of a 
Southern State (Chapel Hill: The University of North Carolina Press, third edition, 
1973), 360-361. 

4 Burton Alva Konkle, John Motley Morehead and the Development of North Carolina, 
1796-1866 (Philadelphia: William J. Campbell, 1922), 103, hereinafter cited as Konkle, 
John Motley Morehead. 

5 Konkle, John Motley Morehead, 103-104; Butler, Our Proud Heritage, 67-68. 

6 Butler, Our Proud Heritage, 67. 

7 Webster's Weekly, August 15, 1901. 

8Rockingham County Estates Papers, John Hall Bullard; Ninth Census of the United 
States, 1870, Rockingham County, North Carolina, Population Schedule; Levi Branson (ed.), 
North Carolina Business Directories (Raleigh: various publishers, nine volumes, 1866-
1897), I, p. 97, II, p. 138; Rockingham County Deed-Book 3c, p. 359. 

9Tenth Census of the United States, 1880, Rockingham County, North Carolina, 
Population Schedule. 

10 Greensboro Daily News, August 14, 1958. 

11 Greensboro Daily News, August 14, 1958; July 21, 1972; Rockingham County Records: 
marriage Index. Death Index; Sanborn Maps, Shelby, 1908, 1915. 

12Brent D. Glass, North Carolina: An Inventory of Historic Engineering and 
Industrial Sites (Washington, D. C.: Historic American Engineering Record, 1975), 
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Property includes house and lot within city limits of Eden, N. C., 650 Washington 
Street, between Henry Street and Bridge Street (NC 87). 
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