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OESCR! E THE PRESENT .A~JD ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Kerr Hi1l, a substantial brick structure, is pleasantly situated in a wide creek 
bottom surrounded by rolling hills in a rich farming area of Rm\Tan County. The t,;vo-s tory 
structurl~., three. bays ,vide and tHO deep rest.s on a stone foundation \<lhich is hardly 
visible on the front but is exposed to form a full basement on the rear or creek side of 
the building The. brick, well finished 'I';.Tith closers, is laid in four-to-one bond Fa.cades 
t€.rTIrL"l.ate in \il7ell·-·exe.cuted molded brick cornices The three-bay main facade has a central 
entrance consis tillg of a heavy board-and-batten Dutch door, surmounted by a three~light 

transom. A simple. molded door frame. is neatly set into the thick brick wall. The door 
is surmounted by a handsome gauged orick flat arch 2.nd there is a well worn s tone door sill 
S'lant::.ing the door are 'l';vincim,}s v-rith six-""over-'nine sash, also set into simply molded frames, 
'l;1!ith. stone. sills and si.milar brick flat arche.s This 'l;ITindow treat.me.nt recurs th.roughout 
the first floor. The ~I!indo\j" to the right of the door has batten shutters consisting of 
tT,lle vertical boards in each leaf joined by a horizontal board near the top and bottOT::; 
thJ:=: shu.tters are. h,:=:ld in place by strap hing\~s hung on pintles 

Direc tly c~bove the central entrance is a large batt.en door vTith stone sill belm'7 and 
flat a:cch abovt.::.w Since there. is no evidence of a porch, this door was probably used £01:: 
loadiIl.g and ur:.loacling Th.e second-floor v-Tlndows, 1;,fhich repeat the stone sills and molded 
fl'ame.C., of the. first leve.l, ha'lI=:' siz:-over-six sash and flat arches one. brick high. 

Botli.. of the. t\",o-bay gable. ends have t'ii70 large. openings in thr~ gables. The south end 
h;:1S t",jO windovis 'i'iith six-aver-six sash, and the north end has one winclm'T to the rear and 

ba:.::t dOOi: for IO~lding to the front On the_ first. floor of the south end is a door; 
otherwise the fenestration is like the front The rear fenestration is similar to the 
front but lacks doo::L's, except foc the: basement level Thexe .is. an ,interior end 
:in the I1ol:th gable, but the stack is broken to the roofline. 

The. interior appears originally to have had one l::lrge room at each level although 
some partition 1>lal1s have been added The. heavy timber framing is SCtI;'Tll. and ch3.mfered l;7ith 
lDf'lLJ f S tongues, The interior "JaIls are exposed brick and over each door and \.vindol>T are 
T,voodr:-;n lintels >,vith supportive blind arches above. The. only heat. in the bl.lild:Lng "I>fas 
prcvided one unadorned fire opening in the north wall of the first floor The. mill 
is not in order now but all floors and the basement are filled with milling 

The equipment on the second floor and attic appears to be predominantly 
tpent :Leth cCilcury \.v11.i1e the material s tared in the basement may be earlier. The floors 
h2ve various shaped holes reflec where belts, shafts and wooden pipes have passed 
t:-ITO during different stages in the In the t\,Tentit?th century, the. mill 

at ed; this has been c1ismantl cd No re.G'n:lnts of its ~'7ate.r pm:-er 
source rem~in in place though there wa o~ce a mill pond (now a field). 
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The Ke-:cr Nill in ROI,'lal1. County is an unusually handsome and substantial brick grj_s t 
mLLl one of the fe~r brick antebellum grist mills in th:::::. stc,-te~ Evidently constructed 

for Jo.::~ Kec'-:- ill th.e. ,,1820::-; it ~\TdS run by his son~ Dr Samuel r=err, di~r: lHUc:h 

of Hie nLH'tc·,::>ntt-L c:en 360 barrel e)f flour Eind 3,000 bushels of corn ITt?a1 

J.fi 18S0 anel 1 ~ 500 bat'L-els of flour in 1860. ThE:: T1.2_115 \v~Lich was until th(C' 19!~Os 

j~::; to:-be rehabilitated a~=-: cl local preserv-a_T_ion e.ct 

LOC,l.t.cd on Kerr CreeT,.:. nEar the community of Eillbridge. in Rm'lc"ln County the t' 

rLLil1 Lh.:-ti: b';'.(-l;:s the n2i.[U::' of Dor:tor Samuel Kerr Ivas in e_xistence in 182Ji,_ Ie that y,2;':1_ 

~:CfCi:(_:ll +:0 ilIC?-lr':::; Hill on 2ppE-~cLrS in county road ov,?·r:?,(:le-r 'Jl~(L::c.sQ Loccd 
L t-,-"~c'n .'~lso cl.cl.i[l;s that Samuel Ker.e built the mtl1 in the 18208, but sillee Sallluel KetT 

l,'las (10 L: 11::::. t(,,;,J as tClxablQ p:coperty r)efore 1[;30, it is more that bj s FatLer;, 
,i oc.:c p1~ T(i_ 'j built the rrJl1 1y somet: tJetl;·!ee.n 1820 and 18?A" 

~~-i'_1:'- Cr(:' i Oi..' 1 S Creek!! named for Jculles Ca J he.ad of z\ lc<.udhold f 
COLin 1::y at ttF1t time" Joseph Kerr rec(~ivcci land on Ca '( s Creek in 

d 2Ut deed the first in 1791 and the second t~o on Fehruary 3 1796. Because th0 
J j n tlL~:sC'_ deeds was clivlcle(l accord to lancLnarks that t i~; 
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c>=,{'tCJin vhLch clOClLni.2nt refe.rcc-:.d to the I'lil1 In all t:y) 

mill loc.cl t:ion ·was included in a deed of 
bl.-c)Lh,,::r Samuel Kerr (DC0 Keel. S 

3, 1796 grant2d to Jo 
trt:-l.s I etnel tr,lJl,3ClC, t ion d;.) E~S 

tl,2 nUElbei' of acres a\I3xc1ed to I~e[L~ it does list th:c~ t of land CJ:") 

to Jcli12~3 C3 \'7hos(: land. bDrdered on the site of KelT t s r!lill. 
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The RO\'Tan County physician \/as a man In addition to Samu.el Kerr's vast 
l::O,~1'2h()ld s ir~ r1ississippi ,'J.nd Tennessee as \'),211 as North Carolina, he m·med fifty-one 
slaves in 1860. In that year the value of his real estate was placed at 8228,200 and 
~lS e tate at $171,820. He also possessed considerable stock in the North 
~ rolina R~ilroad The 1350 census indicates that after the death of his mother 

lived alone with tIle exception uf Dr Francis N. Luckey, with whom he- shared his 
~l:"~dical pl_-ac;~ice for a short ti.1I12, anr:l an overseer nrJ_~:led Stanh~Jpe J" BrOlivl1. By lE;60 
")1':. Kerr had Ifen up th.2 prac tice of ned icine and had turned solely to fanning invest-­
~2n[, and the mill &8 sources of income 

Kec( s IJ:i.ll one of tVlenty-tl.'JO t iTdll.s in Rmr::-ill COUEty in IS6(), made a nice 
':-oiit for ::'C.3 OI,7rler. The 11350 cenSilS LE:::7e~11::~ t:-lat the facility annually ;::, roclLlc ed_ J(iO 

:'2_:crels of flour T'iOI" tIl $1, !+l;.O and 3 000 bu.shl?J.s of corn meal valued at $1 220. Up to 
that ~im;~ tlle investment in the [,till ",JaS S5, 000 and one miller \I7:-1S employed 
t'(12re at $10 per rnof1(~h. In 1860 the r.dll "[,.ldS used only for tl-te proc1uc.t:L:Hl of flour, 
,::lEd i tsd 1.:,> 500 barrels of the s e ~lorth $ 9, 750 & An adeli t ic>nal ma.ll 'da:; 2_1f:o 

]:lired. to Hod':"_ in the mi 11 CIt a salal.'Y of $10 per mOll th. 
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i-k:lud2 r{ tIt,=" i<ec.c i'U.-ll to Jarl-:.es rlcC:lbbins.t'fcCubkLns operL'_tcd the mill "lm'.::-Ll 1(";:):5 
"'.-;b~l~ Itt"': ;:301.cl .? half interest in tll CubbicL3 Hillll and "E',Lx: acres rnor:~1 or lesE~1I to 

~lj.l operator, John and also deeded a half interest in the same property to 
l~c'.rr~LsorL, The deed to HelY ison \viJscmd lIin e \;Jith a for 1.:.itlc. 
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