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I C:SCRIPTION 

Ex cell en t lL~ Good 0 F 0 i ( 
CO ,"W IT ION 

One) 

;::;:: Altered C Una:tered 

.' 

(Check One) 

o Deteriorated 

I 
DESCRIBE THE PRESE:--':T A.'~D ORIGINAL (iflmown) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

1'1 Ruins 

o Moved ;::2 O;-igir.a! Site 

The Nc~\Teely-St:L"achan house Has b\.::.il t about 1820 as a t;,:o-sto~~y I=-~arr;.e 
G.·Jelling that ~Tcjaoly had a gable roof. Just before, the Ci Ii:" 1 ~·r2..r -ehe t~'TO­

tier porcl-:.. ~·,i2.S cC:1stI'ucted across the front) arn large T;,JindO-,TS replaced the 
smaller original ones. About 1911 the exterior chim.:.Geys Hers 2:'s-Quilt and the 
high hip roo:::'- \'Ias added. 

The m2."i ''1 (eE.st) facade is dorninated by the t 'iJo-t=-e::c' ':::12.t-=-'-"8c--'::- ~o:::."·Cl1) 
\'Ihich is er.!.c:iose ci on each level by a £'i ve -Day ornarr.ental CE.Sl:. =-~"cn 2.l'cade 
in a grapev~2e paG"Gern. The cornice o£' the porch featUI'es a pair of Tn,olded 
brackets above 82ch support. Under the po:::."ch the '\-Jall is finished ',Ti tn flust 
siding 2l1ci has a central entrance 2.t each level fla:0J(ed by pa~-"-'s o£' ==-001'­
length l'Jindo~vs \'Ji th nine -over-six sasD. -r':''1e rece ssed first floc::: ent=-.... 211ce 
contains a double door framed by, sidelights and an extremely lar68 tr2.DSOm 
I'Jith two ranges of eleven rectangulaY' lights. At the secone. =-eve~) the 
doon-Jay is surmount8 d by a simple sir.:.gle -light transom. V"l 

On the east side) the roof features two small hip roof QOr2e:::s flar~ing 
a large central gable dormer ·,tha t COD tains a P alladia..YJ. I·rincio;·!. l-_ single 
donner) sirJ-i - 2" to the small ones 0:;''1 the front) appears beti'Jee=-: t:c.e c~il'i1neys 

on each side of the roof. 

On the in.~erior the McNeely-Strac!1CLYJ. house has a center-h~' J.. ulc:.'l two 
rooms deep. Ine hall) a pleasing comoination of Federal) Greek 2evival and 
Victorian styles) :b..as walls plastered above a vertically-sheatt.eci -:'1a=-:;''1Scot. 
The 1-Jainscot continue s up the stair) T;~'1ich rises from the left s=-c.e of the 
hall in tr,'JO fligt.ts. The Open -string has its original orn~T~e2tal oracke ts)' II 

but the turnee. balustrade with heaV'J n.el-Jel is a Victorian r8-olace:=ent. 
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The Greek Re,Ti val entrance is surmounted by an unador28d entc.ola-'::rU2:'e. I 0 

The doors leaCi~g fr.om the hall· into the adjacent roems have ?ede:::al surrounds 
I z: 

but are topped by Greek Revival entablatures that represent ~'1 attempt at I 
.,..,. .L 1 d' ,..,,.., t' 1 .L" , h - 1 ml 1 .., . ., 1 . 1 I 

,1l[l~IYlng lJ...Yle l2:Ieren s"(,y e,'3 presenv lD Gile a~. lne \Va_..!...s ::!.-n 2....!..._ vile roo,s 
on the first floOT have been replastered) but the original basesoards remain,~ 
Eacb roam also retains an original Federal mantel) thB most elaborate of whiqh 
is in the northeast parlor. It has a rectangular opening fr~ued oy a moldedJ 
archi trave '"lith a.~ auplied guilloche band. The three -Dart frieze anc. molded 

... 1. J 

shelf are s~-oported by engaged fluted colonettes. Of particular interest in I 
this parlor is the fine brass gas chandelier consisting of S~( rac.iat=-ng I 
brass fixtures adorned '~ri th cut glass pendants. It is the most elabor2.te of I 
the Victori~YJ. ch~~deliers that have been retained throughout the house. The I 
chandeliers 2-Y>8 complemented by the ornate brass valances over tne 1'iin.dows i)l 
the dO'iffistairs p22'lors. 
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PERIOD (C.L:cc.:{ One O..-:"fO ru os .~tpproprj[]tc) 

Pre-ColurnSion, 

C 15th Ce"lury : 17r~ Ccnru;y 19t;' Cer,;ury 

SPECIFIC D'!'TE(S) ([(Applicable and I{r. 0 wr.) 

AREAS OF SiGNIFICANCE (ChdCk One or:,iore as Appropriate) 

Abor iginai 

o ? rehi storie 

i~ Hisioric 

o Agriculture 

Xl .!.rcni tecture 

DArt 

[J Co:nmunications 

o Ccnscrvotion 

lZl EducctioOl 

o Engineering 

o Industry 

o Invenrion 

o Landscape 

Architecture 

o Literoturc 

o ~,\ili;ary 

o Music 

Pol itice i Urba,~ Picr,ning 

CJ Re I ig i on/ ?:,i- [J Other (Specify) 

losopny 
,-, 
U Science 

,--, 
Scu 'p7ure LJ 

;::J Sacic i/f-{:..;;-;:on-

itcr;an 

~ Tnec7er 

[J T ransparta;ion 

ISTATEMENT OF SIGN:FICANCE I 
The !ffirst successful si'fo:;."'t to establish .s.. college in Nort~~ c~c=-ina"l 

~vas the fow.lding of Queen's College in Charlottei:2 1771. The colless) I 
vJhich I'las authorized to gr~~t degrees) \<las to b.a7e lftl~e'e or less t~tcrs" i 
and to je fin2I~ce d by a t2( OD :::"u;n. But in 1 T?2 KiYlg C-e orge II=: ~: s-c:;:::::; c s e dly 

;J-= II "1 '1 " . , '\'1 CY : ~ rr-,-'~ r"'l'v-. c::"'.: 0/ ~"'"'.:l' h! 
u:::..S2-_0~'TeQ" tae ac-:.::. =-n.cOY-:":Jor.s..0:'lg ~uec;n 0 -....:'-'~...:..sge. 111e ~c __ Ov_) ,,:.L_Cai 

had alT'e.s..ciy begun o:geratiO::,""2.s) continued to OPe~at2 \'ri-:'::'fwut a Ch2~ ___ i:;r 'Jr~t:il i 
1777) \''/:2en. it Has chartered. as !!Lic2Tty Hall II ':Jy tis Ge::-~e2:'al J'_s s2:-:-_jl;;- 0= ! 
tl:e ~'1c~·:=-=r =-21c.e-[Je~'1de~'1 t s t2 te . ~~.3 f-:' -n.c..:n.cia=- s ~~~2~2::-.:.c2rtr of t!'.:.s 2 e 'lJ:)l:-=-t:"on I 
led to =..ts decay) ho\veVeT') 22~::::' 17s0 =-lj haC. c~ossd. In 17El) a ~.:.e~,; cia2'ter 

- - - " ! lJas ootaineQ) S'1Q the schoo..!.. re-ope:.:--,-sd in a L.e~·; ..:..ccatio:.:-.:. unc.er -t..:.:e ~~2..-_e o::!:. i 

"Salis81.:r:T Academyl' in SalisCLE--'-'-Y. 3ut ag2.i:'i) .=-c'r_.s..r:.cial diffic'~l::i2s 02:'0'1edll' 
too :muc~ :for the school) a...'1d it Has cloC::.Qd ~7.!..c:.-'" S,Q~"'-r'rC7' only s""'·""''-', \T;::l~-"'s - u~ '--- u'-'_ v_ --.10 _ c; ,~-- J '-' c::..- • I 

Afte~ a:.'l. interval of s~ct2ez-~ yc ~s) t:ne Rc..leig~i ~·~r:cerv.s.. 8TL.:.O-~Cec. iIl i 
I 1807 that the ScUisbury AC2.c.ef.1.Y ~vas oein.g rev"2. 'J'eci. '1'0 2ici the .s.cac.eY\T in I 

its fin~~cial struggles) the Salisbury Thespi.s.n Society urder the le2.Gers~ip 
of itsf)resident) John T. Henciersorl) took over the school1s c!-:.a:'ter ~'<'l II 

18,2 C-=-'16. conducted a state-Trride lott€~y to raiSe f1E.c.s for ne1-T sc2c.ool 
I. bU::.ldings . The Thespians '('JeTe able to report by ,820 that a II corc2Tlco.ioLls 
I pile of buildings were eTected in a Tetired p2I't of· to'iTil'r on lots 35) 30) I 

43 CL'YJ.Q 44 -' Hhich -oro-oerty the socie t:T 2Dd purc!-.:E..sed fr ern. Joh:'11 3'L0. ton.. _;j_Lllong 
these buildings Has the house no~·,/ c2.lle d the Hc:'Teely-Strachan House) ,,;,;rhich 
occupied lots 36 and 44 and seTved as the girls' school of the acaceuy. 

Vr:!_GnJ..::J. a Ie:T years) hO~'7ever) e)::pellses prOVed to be too ne2.-v} i'o~ the 
Tue spians) 2,:r1d they Here forced to close the s:;iool cr~ci sell the :;:r'J~e:rty. 
In 1825) Jor~'1 Giles) preside21t of ~1e society) sulci the 2.ots II~fce::"~2GL the 
~t1.cademy st.s.nds ,t to fFtrs. RetG 8ca Nesoit T~oy. I'·t."'s. '1.---'::Gj' o~'r.::..ed t2e ~'1Guse 

jointly -:,rit~ her half-brothe:;.~) Ma...:(1:'Te~l Cha.1Tlbe~s) a p::..""c:-niTle:'1t ar..d ~'J22.l-:.::.hy 

Salisou:'j citizen. In 1840 1'~2,x\1ell Ch2r.:.oers) lJa'rici? Cald~'Tell) c.DC. !:.is 
i-rife) Reoecca T~oy CaldHell) sold ~e house to :Jr. Cla'.lciius B. ~'keeler. 
The house c~~anged hCL.'1QS se'Jera.l times be:ore be-=Y'lg p'G2'c!l2.sed ir: -:059 oy 
Dr. Jose-:)~~us ~ .. j. Hall) Hho haC. ltoved -:0 Saliscu..::.."":r :ro::~ St. Louis) ='~sSG'J.:"i) 

=-:2.l~s ~~ac.e Se-;Ie:'''''~ c~arlges tc tie ~)::'1"J?e2.1~:,;-) i~~c=--~G==-~_~ -::~1e 2.de.=- t=.c:: :;: G~~e 

ti'To-tier porch CL'1C. the elaoorate cast:;· i2:'on gate. at t.ie Iront en.tr2~ce to 
the Y2.2'd. 
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(Continuation Sheet) 

COU:--~7Y 

FOR riPS USE ONLY 

=:NTRY ~lUMOER Q;"TE 

Strach2l:.s 1roJ} Hhom come s the pre ser:.t r::ame of the house) have live d t!'~eTe fOT 

over a nLL'1dred years. }fIrs. r1i:::"c:i:r'ec. SeaDer -' great-granciaughter of Dr. ::al1-) 
and lives in the hOUSe. 

I 
I 
I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

. I 
The l'.IcNeely-Stracha..Yl House) surrounded by a large Hooded laT.-Tn) lS ;::.:r1 I 

attracti ve amalga:.m of the archi tectl.Lral styles of several periocis. or:'ginall:rl 
Tl' l ,.., , 'l" ,. .,,-, . l I ,.., ,~ a .reaera_-s"Gy..!...e m.ll_Qlng QeslgneQ I.O::::-' "C.se as a glr_s SC:lOOJ.. as p2.l'"G o=- ail J 

academy desce:::.ded from the first college established in North Carolirla) it 
has been e~'"Dar.d8d and remodele.d to suit the tastes 2.:.'ld needs of o,;,meTS =or 
over a hundred and fifty yeaTS. Tf'z effect is of a v~"'iety of elerrBrlts--FeC:e:",3.l) 
Greek Rel.rival) mid-Victorian) a.YJ.cl :;Jost-lJictorian--each retaining its O-;'iI: I, 
indiv"iduality yet olen ding into a h22'Iilonious 'Vvhole. This effect is er.c::'iched 
by the collecti ml of furni tuX'e ano. appointments of various periods of ~se 
that is a..Yl iJltegral part of the eclectic chCLY'ffi of the Ec~;eely - Strach2: ::{cuse. 

I 
I 
I 
I , 

I 
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3rc;.·;la y) J 2me s S. Old ~'::-;~'Jc:.~ V=-e~'T s aIle, 5ke tche s . 
R,O\-;y.al1' Pric:::tl!:.g·'COr.:.:;J2"'.y) . '1.954 .. _ !" 

1e::1e::,) hugh 
SoutherI'.:. Sta t2. C':l2.-:Jel Hill; Tr~e Ull.iversi ty of North C2.Tol~1.2. P::::'2SS) 
1963. 

R01·T2..."1 County Recorcis) ::'C:'i2.n 

Office of the Res=-s0e~ 
C cu~n T.,y C ' 1 n l' , 

.l..L v OL:.rl,E ou se) :::>2 l S oury) X orth C2rc=-=-::-~2.) 
~tTi~ls) . 0: !Jeeds . (Subgroll~:Js : Deeds) 

I" 10: . G t: G G RAP H f CAL D).. T A 

I '~hTITUOE ,"NO LO;--lGITUO::: COO;::;:::;I><ATES 

! OEr=-iNING A RECTANGLE LOC:;'T:NG THE ;:>"O;:>ERTY 

ICORNER/ LATITUDE LONGITUDE 

-----------------------------------------~ I, LA; ITUOE A:--JO LONGi, UOE CCGROI."';'7ES 

101 DEr=-INI:-JG THE CE~~TER ?OINT OF A ?RO?E:=<TY 

! OF t...:::ss iH)"'0.' TEN AC~'=:5 I R~: ---------------------------r-------------------------, 
I LATITUDE LO~G~i:..J::JE 

, 

I 
IDegrees ,\i,inutes Seconds i De;rees Minures Seconds 

I

, Nrt: /,i 

NE 
SE 

Degrees Minutes Secones Degrees l\'t i nute s Seconas 

3" 0 40 03" 80° 28 23 " :;J 

! SW <] ;) 

I ':";:>;:>ROXIMATE ACRE':"GE OF NOMINhTEO ?RO;:>ERTY: :b2 L ere 
j:LiST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FO" ?RO?ERTiES OVERLA:='?:NG ST;'TE OR CO:"":N I Y 30U~~:J;"'~: E5 

/STATE: CODE COU:-"TY CO:);::. 

I 
jSTATE: CODE COUNTY: CODt:.. 

I 
ISTATE: CODE COUNTY: ! C:::;Dc:. 

I 
CODE 

·n·3 j ;:F ORM· P R2PARED:SY 
I~A:-'1S: AND TITLE: . 

~I __ S~Ul~~~~~\ne_'~y_-~CU1~~d~p~1~aJ=n~,~rLL==·~~G~2~~L~:r~.=~~-~~~S~'~t~a~f~-~·~~. __ J~o~h~DJ~-~~R~.~T~J~p.~l~J~s~~) __ ~T_-Li-~I~~Q~,luJ+~~c~~--~\r~: I~~~~~,-E------------------' 
!ORGA,-";IZA710N 

st2. te Department of ~~~c',-.!.~ 'Fe s 2.:.'ld iiisto-"y - 6 Jnl :r ~ 97 1 

!s, Rc.c.T AND NUMBER: 

I 
i 109 E2.st Jones Street 

39-665), I hereby :1omina te ~his p~ot:Jer~y {or incLusion 

in ~he ~ational Re 6 ister and ce:-t:::; ~h3i: it h3.s been 

evalua~ed accord.i:1g to :he cri;:e~i3 dnd procecJ res set 

forth by the ~ation31 P;;;:-'r( Ser·,':ce. :.'he reco:T,mended 

le'le1 of signific3:1ce of this nO::;'':':-:.3tio:1 :.s: 

u 

Title 

H. G. Jor:e:
c 

L_ 
D-;-rectoY', 0l.Jc.vv J-::-:J;:JY't:-iJ.e::-_t 
.Archives 

Da te ___ -J,1-l..6-'-Jul~l_r_l'-Q.L-,..'7-J'----------------------

Ii 
II 
'I 
II 
'I II 

Ii I 

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preser'"a:i.c.",< 

ATT.2:ST: 

Keeper of The ,Y;]cicna! .:::egister 

Gate 
--------------------------------------
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.~ ~ .. 
\.~ 
McNeely-strachan House 
226 South Jackson stre~t 
Salisbury, North Carolina 

De artment of Public Works!! Salisbury 
sc~le~ 2.5"/2400 feet 
September, 1969 

Latitude 
degrees minutes seconds 

cO hOI 03 11 

37 . 

Longitude 
degrees minutes seconds 

800 28 1 23" 




