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ESCRIPTION

(Check QOne)

Exceilent
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i T Altered {7 Unaltered
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(Check O

[J Moved % Crigiral Site
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT
he McMeely-Strachan house was built about
dwell*ng thet probably had a gable rooi. Just b
tier porch was constructed across the front, ard
smaller originsl ones. About 1911 the exterior
high hip rooZ was added.
The main {ezst) facade is dominated by the
which is encliose
in a grapevine pattern. The cornice of the porc
brackets above each support. Under the porch th
siding and has central entrance at cach lewvel
length windows with nine-over-six sasia. The rece
-

contains a double door framed by sidelights and
with two ranges of eleven rectangular 1i

[CE Ol

doorway is surﬂounued by a simple single-11]
On the east side, the roof features two small hip rooi cormers rlarking
a large central geble dOﬁmer that contains a Palladian window. A single
dormer, simi_ex to the small ones on the front, appears betwesn tne chlmneys
J Pl iy

on each side of the roof.

On the interior the McNeely-Strachan house has a center-hail plan two
e Federal, Cree! K
has walls plaSUered above a vertlcallj sheath

hall, a pleasing compination of

rooms deep Th

Victorian s%ﬂes

The wainscot cont
i

hall in two = ‘s. The open-string has its or

=)

T
but the turnec bslustrade with heavy nswel is a Victorian revnlzcers

The Greeslk Revivel entrance is surmounted by an unadorned entabd

d on each level by a five-bay ornamental cas:
at n features =

AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

1820 as & wro-
efore the C

lambwumm
chimneys were

UJ

Ly P _’"] -~ —
two-tier ZlzazT

e wall is find
Ilanked by D
ssed first

iginsl ornarnen

The doors leacing from the hall into the adjacent rocms have

but are topped by Greek Revival entablatures that represent en attempt
uniTfying the different styles present in the hal 11 <h

on the first floor have been replastered, but the
Each room also retains an original Federal mantel
is 1n the northeast parlor. It has a rectangula
architrave with an applied guilloche band. The

shelf are supported by engaged fluted colonettes. s
this parlor is the fine brass gas chandelier consisting of six radisting

brass Ifixtures adorned with cut glass pendants.

T
the Victorian chendeliers that have been retained taroughout the nouse. The

chandeliers are complemented by the ornate brass
the downstairs perlors.

1. The walls
e original b

1, the most
r opening ir

U

three-parv

It is the mos:

valances over

story frame
71 Tier the uwwo-

el brackets,”
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Federal sum

tne windows in
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by

h
, and the school re-opexns
"Salisoury Academy" in Selisbury. 3u

]

ATtar an interval of sixieen years
n

INSTRUCT

1807 that the Salisbury Academy was being d demy i
its fingncial struggles, the Salisbury Thespiern Scciely wder the lesadership
of its president, John T. Henderson, took over the school's charier in

1812 and conducted a state-wid r P

ide lottery to raiss funds for new school

The Thespians were able to report by 1820 that a “comncdious

pile of buildings were erected in a retired part of town! on lots 35, 34,
d

S EE
o
}_.J
i
[=]
4]
w

L3 and 1), which property the society and purchzsed from John Fuiton. Among
these buildings was the house now cailed the McNeely-Sirachaan House, which

occupied lots 36 and Ll and served as the girls' school of the academy.

Witnin o few years, howWever, expenses Droved 0 Le 1oo hesvy Zor ik

Thespiens, end they were forced to close The sncol egnd sell the tropertiy.
In 1625, John Giles, presicdent of the scciety, scld the loits "wherson the
dcademy stands'" to Mrs. Retscca Nesbit Troy. Irs. Troy owned the acuse
jointly with her half-brother, Maxwell Chambers, & prominent and wealithy
Selisbury citizen. In 18L0 Maxwell Chambers, David T. Caldwell, znd nis
wife, Revecca Troy Caldwell, sold the house to Dr. (lzudius 3. Whealsr.
The house changed hands several times belore being vurchzsed in 1635 27
Dr. e H oved i z St. Louis, Zssouri,
wher i University. on
2 wel h "Or. J. .

‘ Hall ctoser 9, 1855." The

j Hall s zdgivicn of the

4()
o
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o=
oveér a hundred yeers. Mrs. Milared
now owns and lives in the houss.

Strachans from whom comes the opre name of the house) have lived
1 IV Zom .
— 8.

T
ttractive amalgam of the arcnitectural styles of several periods. O

it
by the collecti

The MMcNeely-Strachan House, surrounded by a large wooded lewn, is

attra Ve

a Federal-style building designed for use as a girls' school as part
academy descended from the first coliege estaeblished in North Carolin
has been expanded and remodeled to suit the tastes and needs of owner
over a hundred and 7ifty years. Tne effect is of a veriety of elemen
Greek Revival, mid-Victorian, ana pest-Victorian--each retaining its
individuald ] i ; nio

us whole. Tnis eifect is enri
I
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