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Development Company for the purpose of developing a new clubhouse, which was constructed 
by local contractor John D. Brown of Salisbury at a cost of $30,000 (Lesley and Lucas). 

The homeowners who purchased homesites from the Club Development Company and its 
developers represented some of Salisbury's most successful business leaders. The Salisbury City 
Directory of 1938 lists the following residents along Confederate Avenue: Walter F. McCanless, 
President ofKlumac Cotton Mills, Inc.; Joseph P. Mattox, owner of Mattox Insurance Agency, 
Mattox Realty Company, and Tarheel Oil Company, Inc.; Graydon Patterson I, agent of The 
Texas Company; Julian Robertson, Vice-President and Manager of North Carolina Finishing 
Company; William H. Smith, Assistant Treasurer for the Carolina Rubber Hose Company; Fred 
J. Stanback, Owner (with Thomas M. Stanback) of Stanback Company; and Hilbert C. Trexler, 
President of Trexler Brothers and Yost, a men's clothier. Their homes remain standing today 
and continue to exude a sense of affluence along Confederate Avenue. 

Architectural historian Davyd Foard Hood states, "the Walter McCanless House is a two-story 
Renaissance Revival brick mansion whose grandeur is unrivalled in Rowan County." (Hood, 
329). Two examples of comparable properties located beyond Rowan County are the Lineberger 
House in Belmont, constructed in 1919 - 1921 in the Renaissance Revival style, and the B.S. 
Womble House in Winston-Salem's Reynolda Park, built in 1927 incorporating Italian 
Renaissance elements. C. C. Hook of Charlotte designed the Lineberger House; Charles Barton 
Keen of Philadelphia designed the Womble House. These mansions represent the wealth and 
taste of North Carolina's industrial aristocracy in the Roaring Twenties. All three properties are 
examples of two-story stately Renaissance Revival villas, prominently located on large suburban 
tracts. Common design elements are single-story side porches and porte-cocheres flanking the 
two-story main block, hipped roofs, pairs of French doors surmounted by fanlights, and 
balustraded �t�~�r�r�a�c�e�s� extending across the front elevation. Due to its impeccable condition and 
retention of architectural integrity, including the hipped tiled roof, original windows and 
entrance, stone Venetian detailing, ceramic tile ornamentation, parquet flooring, decorative 
plaster ceilings, ornate w'ood casings and moldings, and iron staircase, the '1-1 alter I\1cCa..1J.less 
House continues to make a significant contribution to Salisbury's vast inventory of historic 
architecture. 
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The property being nominated is identified as lot #1 on the Salisbury Township Map #3, Rowan 
County Tax Maps. A copy of said map in enclosed with this nomination, the lot is marked by a 
bold line. 

Boundary Justification: 

The property being nominated consists of the parcel of land purchased by Walter F. McCanless 
and wife Mary Zita McCanless in 1927, less the portion on the eastern side that was sold to the 
adjacent property owner, Enoch Goodman, in 1947. 
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