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DESCRI8E THE PRESENT (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The John Hartin House is a tHo-story stone ruin situated on the crest of a ridge 
overlooking Sauratmm Nountain Range The south elevation; ','hich faces the mountain, 
is presumably the main facade:- for the porch is centered on this facade, and it is 
logical that the house 'would face this breathtaking vista The ruin is the remains of 
the late eighteenth century residence of John Martin; it has been a ruin since the late 
nineteenth ce.ntury Hartin's grave is located at the bottom of the hill below the house 
The strikingly picturesque structure v-lill be stabilized and will serve as the chief 
attraction of a four-acre nature park which is being developed here 

The t~r~2-bay wid2, recta~gula( structure is cUDstructed entirely of irregular­
shaped fieldstone, with the exception of the front porch, and has a high raised basement. 
The walls are generally intact throughout the first and second stories except for the 
west half of the south facade, where the stone has fallen away_ Exterior end chimneys, 
e2ch with single smooth shoulders, project from the east and west sides A square two­
story Hing approximately one-half the \,Tidth of the main block proj eets from the center 

of the north elevation. All traces of the roof have disappeared, although it was 
pees Llfllably gabled, as a port}'on of the ".Jest gable end is still in situ. Th(~ main 
entrance was apparently located in the center bay of the south facade, but no trace of 
:it: remains b,e.c:anse this segment of the '>la11 is missing" A segment:::ll-arched rear entrance 
1a located in the center bay of the main block, overring into the rear wing at both 
stories. The ba5em~nt contains three very small, wedge-shaped window op2nings at ground 
lev2l) which probablf functioned primarily for ventilation. Larg~r window openings, all 
of 1;\ihlc.:h are segmental-arched, st~rvive in the first-story east bay of the Illain facade 
and j n the end ba:;l"s of bo th stories of the r2ax elevation The side elevations are 
wiodowless~ In the northeait bay of the east side at ground level is a wide opening ~ith 
a large stone slab lintel The opening is built into the chimney on this side pre­
sumably for added structural strength. Stone steps descend through this opening to the 
basement A porch, which rests on a solid bed of rocks, oc.cnpies the middle section of 
the main facade The stone steps 'wh:Lch ascend to the porc.h, and the stone slabs J;'7hich 
compose the porch floor appear to be quarried. Traces of stucco exist on the exterior 
walls) and a~e particularly noticeable on the east wall. The entire structure was 
clpparently stuccoed at one ti-me, perhaps originally 

The rear wing appears to be a later addition, for nat only are the irregularly 
sha.ped fieldstones smaller and more consistently rectangula-r than those of the main block, 
but the wing slightly overlaps the second-story southeast window. The r2ar wing has an 
ovening in the first-story cent~r hay which was arpa~ently a doorway. This opening is 
flanked by segmental-arched window op The only other window in the w 
are in the secuLld s tory of the eelS t and \,rc~-)c elevatIons> 

b::lCk,C; in thc~ east and ,1{F'st :::;:~one \,/,"::]113 ai: {looe cl~uJ, ceil 
l:./occL,:Cl joists. The -verti~:~ll Liches in the. east ,s.n.d \"i2St stone tva:Lls at 
L,:vi:::1s in the -l~(~ar n1UC; t h::rve s,ervcd Lhi~ ScU,-le IJ,_lLrJ0se". Nos toE t~l(:; 

\,'rLLL 1uea ted '1;17E.'S t of cerrtex in the Rain block is tIl s 
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first-floor levels There are segmental-arched fireplaces at the b8sement and upper 
levels in both sides. Traces of plaster on the interior wall surfaces of the rear wing 
p~obably indicate the original wall finish Historical research has shown that John 
i'fartin \,;as a very prosperous man with a weal tIt uf possessions Archaeological arti­
facts probably exist beneath the rubble ~vhich has piled up within and around the ruin 
which will yield further information concerning the interior and exterior appearance 
of the house. 
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St1:'ong local tradition identifies the impressive stone ruin overlooking Sauratm'ffi 
Hountain as the eighteenth century dwelling of John Nartin Hartin acquired land in the 
LLr~-'a ~Joon after the A,'Uerican Revolution, in 'I;'7hich he served as lieutenant A large 
1,~ndm.rCler, h,::: ~,ras a colonel in the militia and held a number of political positions in 
S L:()~ces County The picturesque ruin, a reminder of~'That must have been among ttte 
gr3ndest early houses in the area, is to be stabilized as part of a nature park. 

T;l£~ Roc1:,;-. House is believed to have bee.n buil t by Colonel John :Nartin on l~OO acres 
of land purchased from Micajah Cl~rk in 1787 (Cla~k had acquired the land by state 
r~rant J.1l iU31t,) l.(Jcal tr:'1.di.tLon has it that Colonel l'Ifa:::tin laid the foundation for his 
l:l.Ot~S,?_ jn 1770 and c.i.::mp]Jl.r:ec it in 17e5~ Tb,is is unlikely, 11oH2ver, as he 'IJould have 
i~)e,::,;J. years oJd in 1770. FurttHc'::'-·more., an 1(1l(5 division of Colon,~l IvTa.ctin? s 

C2::ers tot-ds ;IOri8inal 110m2 tract of rout' hand-r-f':c1 acres Tvlhich was 

NZ:l.:tin se.rv'2d as a lieutena::lt in the ,8,2volution and engazed 1n a skirmish. 8.t 
Colson 7 sOld }?i.elds 0 H2 is belie'ved to h8.ve been 'l;vounded ",hile on a scoutinis expedition 
n2,:=1l:- King 'f s 'donntatn, 'I;\lhich allegedly pl-evented him from participating in the important 
b,3.t tIe ~'lhich took place there 

Af-cec the Rell01ution Hartin returned to present-day S tokes County ,.There he served 
£o~ a time as a colonel in the cOLmty militia and married Nancy Shippv H2 then began 
~cqLi large quantities of land in Stokes and Surry counties and in Tennessee. Toward 
the end o.c his Llfetime ~Jartin o~,m2d nearly 9,000 ac:::es of land in Stokes COU1J.ty alone 

Various inventories of the personal property in Martin's possession at th2 tLme of 
il __ i_:~ Ct(~C1_t[l Stlgg l:=:3!: trlat tr1e I(ocl<_ H.ouc;e \.\TClS -tIle lienne of an edtlcated man of cO[1s~lcle"{'clble 

He ~2S the owner of at least forty-one slaves and ~n his will bequeath2d twenty­
name to various heirs. H2 o~med considerable personal proper ,includ 

-Ci 1 iHl02_'::- of book~~; on L:u;v and the:: classic.s the more than i::y ,/olumes in 
several law dictionaries and casebooks· 
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Hartin served as a magistrate on the Stokes County Court of Pleas and Quarter 
Sessions at various times from 1791 to 1818 In 1798 and 1799 he was elected as one of 
Stokes's representatives in the North Carolina House of Commons. He is said to have 
been a highly esteemed leader who spoke with a pronounced stutter. "SAURA," an anony­
mOllS sppkesman for Stokes County who claimed to have been an eyewitness, penned the 
follmving anecdote concerning "Col" Jack" to a Raleigh ne1;vspaper in 1854 

~fuen a requisition was made upon the militia of this State for the defence of 
Norfolk, I 1;vas present \vhen the North Regiment of the County 1;vas paraded to stand 
the draft for its quota. Col Jack Hartin, \vho 1;"as the commander, formed them 
into a hollow square and made them a speech. I 1;17ish I could give you the speech; 
it was the best adapted to its purpose of any I ever heard He then straightened 
them out into a line, and gave the word for everyone that was 1;17illing to go, !~ 
march three paces in fron~. The drums rolled, the fifes squealed, the colors 
waved a flourish, and, at the word March!! e~ery man, with a simultaneous step, 
Gloved forHard three paces and halted perfectly in line!! The Col rode dm,m the 
regiment and picked out the number called for, and. discharged the rest --During 
the scene I have attempted to describe, a cODpany of some dozen bare-footed boys 
with cornstalk guns, whether for froli~ or to show their pluck, marched out too 
and joined in the S8,me line \vith the volunteer regiment: and there they \Vere 
when Col Jack came along picking out his men '~fuat, the bo-bo-boys, too! (he 
stuttered badly,) God hI-hI-bless you, boys!'said he He then marched them out, 
riding along the line, to the tune of the Hhite cockade, making a harangue, first 
to the boys and then to the selec ted men, (\'7ho \Vere advanced some1;vha t in front,) 
and then to the Regiment generally; and such shouts and hurras were never heard! 
Glorious, glorious old Jack! He was a rough specimen of humanity, but he had 
the ring of true metal 

John Hartin died April 5, 1822, at about the age of sixty-six His \vill provided 
that his widow Nancy be provided a life interest in his homeplace and that at her death 
the property should pass outright to his son William G. Martin. 

Nancy Martin died January 24, 1841 The Rock House apparently then descended to 
Hilliam G Hartin, 1;vho died intestate and \vithout heirs the follmving year In 1845 
Hilliam G. Hartin's lands \I,ere divided by court-appointed commissioners among his 
various brothers and sisters) or their respective heirs. It is uncertain from the land 
descriptions given in the division exactly who received the Rock House. No reference 
iJas made to it by name and an exhaustive examination of existing deed transactions 
uet\12en surviving members of the 'Hartin and related families eluring the period after 
1345 pl.:"ovided no clues as to the identity of the house l s mmer or mmers. 

In June, 1887, T. L. Sarles and his wife Malinda, residents of Surry County, 
conveyed to William K Thoer (Thore) for $900 a lJ3-acre tract of land in Stokes County_ 
~~eceJ when, and how the Sarles obtained the property could not be ascertained In 
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December, 1896, Halincla Sarles sold her interest in the 133-acre "Rock house tract" 
(the first reference to the tract by name) to Bettie Sarles (also of Surry County) for 
$517 Four months later the Sarles sold a seventy-four-acre portion of their land, 
including the Rock House, to Jessie A Ashburn and his wife (also of Surry), for $532 

Local tradition has it that the house \vas reduced to ruins by fire (or by a 
'>lindstorm) in 1897.. /',.S \vith so many other local legends concel.-ning tlH:~ Ruck House and 
its early o\vners, however, this could not be subs tanti3.ted by reliable evidence 

In Hay, 1899, the Ashburns sold the tract for $700 to Thomas J and Sarah E" Thore 
The ruin has remained in the possession of the Thore family since that time The 
present OI:vner is Mrs Norma Thore of Pilot Nountain 
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