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The r1.atthe~\T Hoare House is located on a remote, picturesque knoll over­
looking the Dan River Valley It is a small one-and-one'""'half story brick 
co ttage on a raised basement (the donners have been removed) The basement 
'1:va11s are of uncoursed fieldstone to the water table; above., the brick walls 
are laid in Flemish bond with unglazed headers and well-executed closers. 
&1 interior end chimney breaks the roofline at each end of the house~ The 
three-bay main (south) facade has on the west a large door with four raised 
panels and on the east two windows containing six-over-six sash All 
openings have segmental arches and plain architraves A two-bay shed porch 
protects the two west bays and extends from the west corner of the house 
to the edge of the easternrnos t ~\lindow. The porch retains two apparently 
original chamfered posts "lith lambs v tongues and mal-ks of the handrail. 
Entrance to the basement is be~eath this porch The east end of the house 
has at the first level a ddor to the south and a small \vindow (casement type 
'-lith four vertical glazed lights) and in the attic tl;·TO similar windows \V"hich 
have no sash. The west end of the house has in the first story two small 
Hindows of unbalanced horizontal placement and in the attic two windo~,lS 

similar to those at the east end The rear (north) side of the house has 
three evenly spaced windows of s:lx-over~six sash There are plain box 
cornices at both the front and rear of the house. (The front cornice 
boxing has now partially disappeared.) The raking cornices are flush and 
slightly splayed, a feature occurring in early Salem buildings 

The interior fa 1101;']s one of the simples t of the Quaker plans, one 
large room with two smaller ones, the stair rising in the large room. 
Simple molded c1.rchitraves are found throughou t the house and there a.re deep, 
reveals found on the first floor The large room, occupying the west end of 
the first floor, contains a door and window in the south wall balanced by 
two windows in the north wall Centered on the west wall is a fireplace 
~"ith a plain mantel consisting of boards \I7ith a beaded edge surrounding the 
fire opening Flanking the fireplace are closets which are lighted by 
exterior "l;vindmvs and have six~panel doors \<7ith panels raised on molded 
fillets~ The stair rises in the northvlest corner of this room and has three 
steps extending into the room before the stair disappears behind a four~ 
panel door, also with panels raised on molded fillets. Entrance to the 
smaller rooms from the larger is through a door into the south room and froa 
there into the north room. The walls of the first floor have been covered 
by sheetrock, as have the corner fireplaces of the two smaller rooms. 

The attic has the same plan as the first floor, but both the small 
open directly into the large room The large room is heated by a large 
arched fire opening which has plaster over the brick and shows no evidence 
of having had a mantel The large room has a rather tall wainscot ,'lith a 
molded chair rail and applied stiles which break the dado into narrow verti 
cal panels. About midVTay on either side of the room, the wainscot returns 
to accommoda te a single dOl.l1ler!l since removed. The re.st of the room was 
finished {;lith plaster. The basement plan is similar to the rest of the 
house but contains only one small and one large room, both with dirt floors 
A large stone fireplace) '1:vitl1 a square fire opening and a huge ~Irooden beam 
across the top for support is found in the large room 
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o Prel-Columbian: 0 16th C",ntury 18 th Ceniury o 20th Ct:niury 

o 15th Century o 17th Century o l?th Century 
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FI C OA T E(Si (Ii Applic<>ble and K[Jo'","n) 1786 
OF SIGNI FICAf'-ICE (Chec;{ One or More as Approprii;lle) 

Abor iginal LJ Educction 0 Political 0 Urban Planning 

0 Pr"lhistaric 0 Engineering 0 Re I ig ion/Phi- ut Other (Specify) 

0 Historic 0 Industry losophy Exploration and 

0 Agriculture 0 Invention 0 Science Settlement 

kJ Architecture 0 Landscape 0 Sculrtllr<'l 

0 Ad Architecture 0 SOCia I/Human-

0 Commerc·.;! 0 Li leialure ilarian 

0 Communi ':ati on:; Cl Military U r heater 

lJ Conservation 0 Music 0 T ra n s porto Ii on 

STATEMENT.OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Natthel;17 floore House is a rare and important example of eighteenth 
century Pennsylvania-influenced domestic architecture, one of the few 
kno~\m instances outside Salem of the building charac.teristics brought to 
the North Carolina midlands by Moravian aQd Quaker settlers. Notable 
features include the Quaker plan, segmental-arched openings and fine 
bric1":r/lOrk" The small brick dwelling is also significant as the home of 
Hatthev,] Hoare, an early and prominent settler and a large landowner in 
the area it is believed to be the oldest intact structure in Stokes 
County. 

Matthew Moore 'i,ras an early resident of present-day Stokes County and 
o.;"ner of many tr3.C ts of land on or near the Dan Ri vex. It is unclear as, 
to Hhen he first settled there or exactly where he lived before cOIning ,to 
the banks of the Dan 

The earliest deed bearing Moore T s name ~\las written in November, 1773, 
\ihen John Walker and his Hife Elisbeth Hof the County of Guilford" solel 
to nHathew Hoare of the Same Countyll a 520-acre tract "lying on both sides 
of Dann River at the mouth of the Double Creek$ H £;loQ)~e paid "one hundred 
and seventy five pounds Current Noney North Carolina" for the property, 
upon \llhich he later built his dwelling (Halker had acquired this tract 
in December, 1761, from Earl Granville) 

In 1780 Moore acquired from Governor Richard Caswell 100 acres ad­
joining his original trac t and "including part of an Improvement he iJ.~00re7 
purchased of Hill Horton.. . If Tvhat this "Improvement" refers to is not 
given That same year Moore purchased from Gamaliel Bailey and his "l;vife 
Elisabeth additional acres adjoining his own and Ilincluding his (Moore's! 
Plantation II (Apparently Hoare had established a "Plantation tl by renti-;;-g 
at least part of the Bailey land for agricultural purposes ) 

Moore soon achieved prominence in his new surroundings. He was 
elected a membe.r of the safety c.ornmittee in Surry (later Stokes) County in 
September, 1775, and \Vas appointed justice of the peace in 1776 

The date cut into a brick on the east side of the Moore house indicatesl 
construction in 1786 Other bricks suggest that Matthew Hoare C'~IM") and I 
his l1ife Letitia ("LH"), along Hitl> an unidentified "WRvl," were responsible I 
fat' the bllilding The state census, taken in Stokes County tb.i.s same year, . 
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indlcates that Hoore's immediate family then included thirteen people and he 
held fourteen slaves, a considerable number for mountainous Stokes Count Yo 
The federal census of 1790 credits Moore I;vi th the ownership of fifteen slaves) 
making him one of only six heads of household in the county mming this 
number of slaves or more. 

At about this time, Hoare began to acquire huge tracts of "bounty land" 
granted freely by the state "agreeable to act of assembly passed at fayette-
ville /sic! for the encouragement of manufac turing of Iron II Betl;veen 
December,-1789, and April, 1795, Moore obtained a total of 3,500 acres of 
free bounty land in Stokes and Surry counties He apparently began operating 
his iron \\70rks about 1790 and continued to 01;'111 the facility until his death 
in 1801 

It is not clear whether the iron works was a successful enterprise, but 
Moore's vast land holdings surely represented a tangible form of 1;17ealth A 
county dwelling valuation survey conducted in 1799 credited Moore with III 

Dwelling House and 2 Out-Hollses valued at $800. 11 In a land valuation survey 
taken the same year, Hoore \'vas credited with the ownership in Stokes County 
alone of 3,065 acres va~~ed at $3,945 

Matthew Moore died in 1801 The exact date of death could not be 
asce-.r:tained, but his will was probated at the December Term of Court in that 
year. He was survived by seven sons and three daughters, as well as his wife 
Letitia. The will provides insights into Moore's wealth. It enumerates a 
total of nearly 5,000 acres in Stokes and Surry counties, and in Patrick, 
Pit tsylvania , and Amherst counties, Virginia, all of which were devised in 
varying proportions to his 'seven sons In addition, Moore bequeathed to his 
sons and daughters a number of slaves, dwelling houses, horses, feather beds, 
and furniture as 1;vel1 as several "bonds for title" (deeds of trust) to 
various prtrcels of real estate which he held at the time of his death 
Furthermore, the "qill provided funds for' the education of three of Hoare v s 
sons and one grandson 

Finally, the I;vi1l prOVld.eS tha t Hoore' s iron works "knmqn as providence" 
and the 2,500-acre tract upon I;vhich it stood be Vlrented Leased or sold to 
discharge all my Jus t debts Ec fur ther to discharge the necessary expense that 
may attend the education of my three sons .• & my grandson " Moore's 
wife was granted a life interest in the land comprising the homeplace and 
plantation, as \:>7ell as a similar interest in other realty, slaves, and live­
stock As to the mansion house, the will devises to Moorets son, Matthew Red 
Hoore, "the ol:iginal survey that I purchased of John Walker contains lJ3-ic/ 
five hundred & seventy five acres • • . to include the mansion & Plantation 
where I now live .• 

Hatthei;v R. Moore i;,Jas evi'dently a minor at the time of his father's death. 
His substantial inheritance enabled him to Oi;ffi thir ty-six slaves in 1820 He 
also became a prominent politician, ,serving as clerk of the Stokes County 
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Court and as state senator from Stokes at various sessions of the General 
Assembly from 1833 to 1840 In 1828 he pledged "all that part of the tract 
of land bought by my . father of John Walker ,'I as well as other 
tracts totaling 875 acres, to Emmanuel Shober, trustee as security for'a 
loan of $2,981 88 from Theodore Shultz of Salem Moore evidently defaulted 
on this indebtedness in August, 1843, Shober placed the property on sale 
lIat the C H /~ourthouse7 in Germanton for cash to the highest bidder II 

\vho \lIas Willia; Henry Va; Vleck of Salem, he paid $1,000 and received formal 
title to the property in :IYIay, 1844. Van Vleck was at this time "proprietor tl 

:ror rhe Unitas Fratrum, the l"luLavian settlement at Salem.. In this capac.ity 
he was charged with the duty of "handing down the property /held by the 
brotherhoo1./ legally to a successor Ii -

In March, 1844, Charles F Kluge, formerly of Nazareth, Pennsylvania, 
~vas named lIadministrator of the Unity's properties in North Carolina" and in 
April of that year the Brotherhood's ruling body decreed that Hthe proprietor­
ship of the Unity's properties in North Carolina is to be transferred to this 
brother iKlug!!:.7 by 0" William Henry Van Vleck by deed of conveyance. IY 

In August, 1844, title to all North Carolina lands in ·which the brotherhood· 
had an interest was deeded by Van Vleck to Kluge for· a consideration of 
$100;1 000; this included the former Hatthe;;·] Hoore property 

In 1849 Hardin W. Reynolds of Patrick County, Virginia, purchased Mthe 
tract o.f land knm,ffi by the name of Col Hatthe\\l R Noores home place 
(Hardin Reynolds was the father of tobacco baron Richard Joshua Reynolds of 
Winston) After Reynolds' death, the Hoare property went to his son, W. N 
Reynolds, and thereafter to Robert tIT. George; in \vhose· family the property 
remains 

On land east of Hoare's homeplace--the tract inherited by his son 
Tucker--was a mineral spring. In the late nineteenth century, the Moore s 
Spring Ccrmpany was fbunded, and a rambling hotel, a few cottages, and a 
store were built up as a resort near the spring Like many of its kind, 
including others in Stokes County, Moore's Springs flourished into the early 
twentieth century; the hotel burned in 1925 
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A List of Houses and their Valuation above 100 Dollars in Stokes County 
August, 1799, unpublished originals in State Archives, Division of 
An..:ldves and History, Raleigh l 

A Lis t of Persons who O;vn Taxable Negroes and their Number's an abs trac t, 
unpublished originals in State Archives, Division of Archives and History 
Raleigh 

A list of the persons who m,m houses of a 100 Dollars value and under, also 
the quantity and valuation of each persons Lands in said County the 
situation of Lands and persons being distinguished according to the 
Assessors Districts ~vhich the original List of the Assistant Assessors 
point out, unpublished originals in State Archives, Division of Archives 
and History, Raleigh 

Rowan County Records, Rowan County Courthouse, Salisbury, North Carolina 
(Subgroups: Deeds, Wills). 

Rm·mn County Records, Division of Archives and History Raleigh, North Carolina 
(Subgroups Deeds Wills) 

Saunders, ~lilliarn L., ed The Colonial Records of North Carolina Ten 
volumes; Raleigh 1886-1890, x. 

State Census of. ~_rth Carolina, 1784-1787. Second ed , rev; Baltimore; 
Genealogical Publishing Co., Inc., 1973. 

Stokes County Records, Stokes County Courthouse, Danbury, North Carolina 
(Subgroups Deeds, Wills). 

Stokes County Records, Division of Archives and History, Raleigh, North Carolin 
(Subgroups Deeds,Wills)_ 

Surry County Records, Surry County Courthouse, Dobson, North Carolina (Subgroup . 
Deeds, Wills)s 

Surry County Records, Division of Archives and History Raleigh North Carolina 
(S~bgroups: Deeds, Wills). 

Wheeler, John Hill.. Historical Sketches of North Carolina From 1584 to 1851 .. 
~vo volumes in one Baltimore: Regional Publishing Company) 1964 
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Scale: 1: 24,000 
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