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Si tuated on a slight knoll near the road and facing south dO~Tn the 
Fisher River bottom is the t1j1fo~story frame house of Bernard Franklin 'The 
five-bay structure rests on a stone foundation and features asymmetrica~ 
fenestration at both levels of the main facade ,. Supported by six heavy 
chamfered posts, the tvell-executed shed porch lin th a molded cornice runs 
the length of the first floor main facade The east bay and the- t1ivO "liITest 
bays of the first· floor" main facade, contain 1iITindoTAls with nine·-over-nine 
sash; the central tHO bays contain "tlTOod-grained doors set very near each 
other Each ·door has six raised panels and is surmounted by a four-light 
transom" The second floor, has four unevenly spaced Lvindows also livl th 
nine-over-six sash The 'sash arrangement of the facade carries around the 
house, and ~l windOlivs have simple. archi traves Flush sheathing above a 
beaded baseboard is used in the aX'ea protected by the porch The balustradE 
of the porch is gone but a beaded board at the end of the facade ShOHS the 
outline of the profile of the handrail and of the baluster base support A 
molded box cornice across the main and rear facades has returns at the ends 
of the cornice 1>l1"hich do not enter the livall of the side elevations 

The east end is dominated by a sturdy, double shoulder chimney of 
brick laid in Flemish- bond.. There is a door to the south livhich is said to 
have been connec ted by a 10TI'T bridge to the kitchen which no. longer exists 
To ·the north' of this chinmey is a window 'Llrhich still has its fixed-louver 
blinds co Tl18 second floor has only one T;vindo\tlT to the south of the chimney, 
an.d there a.1"e paired attic ~vindow's 1>Ti th four-aver-four sash The He st 8nd 
has a similar chimney wi th the date., 1799;1 painted near the top shoulder 
(north side) 2nd paired li-dndm'Ts at all three ·le\lels The basement entrance 
to the north of thi.:-:: chirrmey, has a door made of vertic~ boards vlllCh hac, 
a wooden box lock Cll'ld strap hinge s " 

The knoll on which the house stands drops sharply behind the house 
with the stone foundation being about four feet high on the rear facade. 
A door is located roughly in the center of this side and resemblos the fron,G 
doors but lacks the wood graining There are tl;vO ~lrindo[ATs to the liVest of thp. 
door and one to the east rrhe second story has t1iW HindolArs, one at each 
end, but there is ev-ldence that a third existed in the second bay from the 
west end" . Whatever arrangernent "LvClS u,sed in getting from the back door to 
the ground no longer exists" . Evidence indicates tha.t there ~va3 probably 
only a flight of steps or a verysmCLll porch 

Basically a Quaker style plan, the house has its two small rooms to 
the east wi th the eaE)t front door leading into the south room.. The 1;\T8St 
front door leads into the great room 1;\Thich occupies the livest half of the 
house and contains the stair" Crude parti tions have recently been installe::l 
which gi va s the house a central stair hall and di tides the great room into 
two smaller oneso Fortunately, Ii ttle damage ~'Tas done to the original 
fabric .. 

The first floor has a handsome ~'Tainscot consisting of horizontal 
raised panels ~vi th moll-Jed fille ts belocv a molded chair rail ~vhich also I 
serves as the -Itlindmv sil18 The li\Tainscot h:1S intere Hood 
as do the doors Hhich ~qve six panels raised on molded fj_Ilets" tl 
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the house are simple architraves The large, main room mantel is transitional 
Georgian-Federal It has two large horizontal flat panels 1Ivith Federal raold­
ings above the fire opening, flanked. by broad planes 1I1ri th slender" superimpose 
flu:ted pilaster'S 1;vhich support a heavy molded shelf that breaks out slightly 
in the center and over each pilaster The small first,-floor rooms have corner 
fireplaces" wi th the southeast room (originally the dining room) having a less 
elaborate version of the main room mantel and the northeast room having a 
simple mantel v-Thich h.):1s a square fire opening surmounted by one horizontal 
flat panel .. 

The Federal stair, which rises along the east 1;vall of the' main room just 
past the door to the southeast room) has marbleizing along its string) as "V1T811 
as on the risers and baseboard Slender balusters support the rounded hand 
rail whi ch begins abrup tly as i t passe s o'ver a slender, square nm'Tel Hhich 
tapers upward, and the handrail ramps to its conclusion as the stair reaches 
its first turn near the rear wall Simulated panels are painte d on the dado 
below the chair rail as it climbs to the point Hhere the stair winds to re­
verse its direction al1d reach the second floor .. 

The second floor appears to have origin3.l1y reflec ted the firs t,~floor 
plan but was modified at an early date to give a. central-hall pla.n) tMO rooms 
deep.. The handsome wainscot of the first floor is rep(-3at8d on the second but 
the added partitions vITere made 1In th horizontal shaathing in the dado benatlth 
a distinctly Federal chair rail as opposed to the more transitional on(3 of 
the original work.. A serni'-enclosed stair rises in the southeast corner of 
the hall, but panels in the wainscot behind it indicate that this may not 
have been its original posi tion and that it may have been moved during th(3 
early renovation.. There are h'TO fire openings on the sec ond floor tha t in 
the southwest room wi th a square fire opening surmounted by cl. horizontal flat 
panel, and that in the southeast room is a Gorner fireplace I,vith an arched 
opening surmounted by a horizontal flat panel The second floor exhibi ts 
several forms of marbleiZing and 1ivood graining in 8\rery room '(All tb the use of 
various color combinations 
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The Ber'nard Franklin House is a handsome Georgian--F'ederal d1i'Tslling 
retaining a remarkable amount of its original fabric, i,ncluding fj_ne panel,,­
ing throughout the house with interesting marbleizing and good graining 
It is by far the most ambitious early house in Surry County@ The signifi­
cance of the house is further enhanced by its association vITi th Jesse, Fralli<:l,"n, 
son of the builder, Hho is said to have selected the land for his father IS 

new home tl This is the only extant reminder of North Carolina I s t1j\Tentie th 
governor and noted senator, 'V1Tho tias Surry County's most outstanding his tori 
cal figure 0 

Bernard Franl~lin., of Orange County.? Virginia;; began buying land in 
Surry County, Nort,h C8rolina) lftrith the help of his son., Jesse) T"rho scou t,ed 
the land for him, about the time of the American Hevolutiono 'TrRdition has 
it that his farr[Lly se ttle d in Surry County about this same tj.me -' Ii Iring in 
log houses tv-hich ,Jesse had huil t until the "mansion hOU;::it3 If could b3 buiJ_t 
in 1799" Since Jesse I s OWn house btu'ned, this house is th3 only vLsible 
reminder of Bernard Franklin I s most illustrious sorL Jesse entered the 
Continental anny and before the vITaI' was over had risen to the rank of major, 
In 1793 and 1794 he lftTaS ~lected a member of the North Carolina General I 
Assembly and re-elected In 1797 and 1798 In 1805 he vas elected a member 
of the state senate Q In the meantime, from 1795 to 1797, he~,ras a member 
of Congress In 1799, as the state sl;nmg from Federalist domination to the 
Jeffersonian Republicanism he v,ras elected to the Uni t.ad States Senate and 
served as pre sident pro tem, para11e1ing North Caroli.na, arcl1.~R8.publican 
NathcJniol :Ha.con's service as spe,9J<::er of t.h8 HouE)e" Franklin lj'.Jas re-elect-ad 
to the ;-3enate in 1807 In lEn6 P:cesident HonrOd Senator Franklin 
commissioner to make a treaty li'rith the Chickasa\;v Indians; he capped his 
po1i tical careElr by being elected the t\;-J8ntieth govr3rnor of North Carolina 
in 1820 He died in Surry County in 1823 

The Bernard Franklin House passed from the Fr::tnklin family ljIThan ,J8,'338 I 
D Franklin, grandson of Berna.rd) sold the 1,]OO-acT'e plantation to Saint 
Clair (Sinclare) rlcMickla on 6 May l8L.7 rlbut at the SCHne time excepting tlLa I 
lot called the g~av:~ yard ". to remain the prop~rty of s~id J~SS"8 D . I 
Franklin" The IJlclYl1.ckle fanllly held the property :Lnto the "Gi,ITentletl1. cenT~uril 
when it passed by marriage to James Blevins 'The property v\Tas purCh'lSEJe!. byj 
the Surry County Historical Society in 1972 from Sam Blevins, and i t.s 
restoration is plan.l',,::'ido 
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