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Extolled as the architecture of "Americanness," it was also, in part, a reaction against the extravagance of 
late nineteenth-century Victorianism. The style reflected not only the influences of seventeenth and 
eighteenth American architecture, but also that of the early nineteenth century (Bishir, 416-417). 

In North Carolina, the Colonial Revival style first appeared at the end of the nineteenth century, 
when classical ornamentation was used on houses of Queen Anne form. This eclectic phase of the style 
flourished until World War I and continued until the early 1920s. It was overlapped, beginning in the mid 
1910s, with a second phase of the sty Ie which utilized a more literal replication of Georgian and Federal 
stylistic themes. This second phase, of which the former Chatham Memorial Hospital is an example, 
thrived in the 1920s and 1930s and can still be seen, to some extent, in much oftoday's domestic 
architecture (Bishir, 417). 

Numerous houses reflecting the Colonial Revival style were built in Elkin during the first two 
decades of the twentieth century. However, the Colonial Revival was rarely used for other building 
types. Completed in 1931, the Hugh Chatham Memorial Hospital is the oldest surviving and a rare 
example of the style used for a public or institutional building in Elkin. When the Nurses's Home was 
erected the following year, it continued the use of the style. Thereafter, a decade lapsed before the 
Colonial Revival was again used for a public building in Elkin-this time for the Gilvin Roth Y.M.C.A. 
Building, erected on the campus of Chatham Manufacturing Company in 1942. Like the hospital, it is a 
long, two-story brick building with a central classical entrance. Unlike the hospital, it has a truncated 
gable roof, a pair of gable-end interior chimneys at each end, and a two-story, five-bay, pedimented 
portico. Another decade passed before other examples of the Colonial Revival style appeared in public or 
institutional buildings in Elkin. During the 1950s, both the First United Methodist Church, located 
adjacent to the hospital property, and the First Baptist Church were built in ecclesiastical versions of the 
style (Phillips, Simple Treasures, 91-105; Centennial History, 85, 94-95). 

Prominent Winston-Salem architect Harold Macklin (1885-1948) designed the 1931 Hugh 
Chatham Memorial Hospital. It is not known whether or not he prepared the plans for the Nurses's 
Home the following year. His selection may have corne through the recommendation of the Chatham 
family. Although Hugh Gwyn Chatham, for whom the hospital was named, died in October, 1929, other 
family members lived in Winston-Salem at the time (this was during the period when Chatham 
Manufacturing Company's main office was in Winston-Salem) and would surely have known of 
Macklin's work there (Centennial History, 79). Harold Macklin was a native of Portland, England and 
was educated in the cathedral schools in Salisbury, England and the Architectural School in London. He 
moved to Winston-Salem in 1919 and soon thereafter opened his own architectural practice there. 
Macklin was known primarily for his public buildings. Although he could design in a variety of styles, he 
seems to have been particUlarly drawn to the Colonial Revival, and some of his best buildings are in that 
style. Among these are the Winston-Salem Journal and Sentinel Building (1926), the Spruce Street 
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YMCA Building (1927) and the YWCA Building (1941-42) (Phillips, Gilmer Building NR nomination, 
8.1). 

Macklin's use of the Colonial Revival style for the design of the hospital lent it not only an 
attractive appearance, but perhaps more importantly, a comfortable, domestic feel-a good choice for a 
place where patients and family members are often anxious. For the Nurses's Home, the Colonial Revival 
style was a natural choice, not only because it was intended to complement the design of the hospital, but 
also because it was, in fact, a domestic building that conformed easily to the style. 
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GEOGRAPHICAL 

Verbal Boundary Description 

The boundary of the nominated property is shown by the heavy black line on the accompanying site plan, 
drawn to a scale of 1 " = 120'. 

Justification 

The boundary of the nominated property is drawn to include the Hugh Chatham Memorial Hospital, the 
Nurses' Home, and the surrounding 3.9 acres on which they stand. The property comprises the ridge 
portion of the original 14.3 4-acre site which contains the property's historic resources and which is 
expected to be transferred to new ownership for preservation development. 
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The following information for # 1-5 applies to all nomination photographs: 

1) (former) Hugh Chatham Memorial Hospital 
2) Surry County, North Carolina 
3) LauraA. W. Phillips 
4) March, 2001 
5) State Historic Preservation Office, Raleigh, North Carolina 
6-7) A: Overall of Hospital facade, view to W 

B: Site context, view to SW 
C: Site context, view to NE 
D: Hospital entrance, view to W 
E: Hospital - Rear of 1952 wing and NW side of rear ell, view to E 
F: Hospital - Rear of 1931 section and SE side of rear ell, view to NW 
G: Hospital - Nurses' station and hall, 1 st floor, view to SW 
H: Hospital - 2nd floor hall, view to NW 
I: Nurses' Home facade, view to W 
J: Nurses' Home -Surgeon's entrance, view to W 
K: Nurses' Home - rear (SW) elevation, view to NE 
L: Spatial relationship between Nurses's Home and Hospital, view to N 
M: Nurses' Home - Surgeon's living room (1 st floor), view to NW 
N: Nurses' Home - 1 st floor doors and baseboard, view to S 
0: Nurses' Home - Nurses's stair, view to SW 
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