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DESCRIBE r‘{(L PRESENT AMD ORIGIMAL (1f known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Monroe Oity Hall, a bhree-gtory bullding of brick ]ﬂjd ln lemish
bhond, has o gablo rool nﬂd intorior ond dimnoys.  Tho front (soubh) facado
is three bays wide with a slightly projecting onuwb&y‘pedimOJLad center
pavilion. The pediment is formed by a f{ine brick cornice which @rries
around the entire building. Tach hay on the ground level contains an
entrance., The west entrance is suwrmounted by a large single-pane bransom;
the central entrance features sidelights as well as a trangom; the east
entrance is contained in a large se gm ental arch which, considerably wider
than the other entranes, may have been designed bto accomodate a vehicle.
The windows ab the second and third levels have stone sills and molded
archilraves with plain cornevblocks. FEach containg modern two-over-two
sash. There is slight bul effeclive diminulion of lenestration.

’

The east and west ends arve pedimented also., A two-story twentieth
century wing has enclosed all but the bop story of the west side. The
threc~bay rear facade originally had three entrances on the gound level.

up, and a two-story brick addition has been nade to the west bay. The
windows Lighting the third story contain the early six-over-gix sash.

On the dntorior, tho City Hall presente a conter-hall plan bwo roons

the east side of the hall. Some twentieth century alterations have been
made including a bollet at the rear of the hall. A1l the mantels in the
Tirst story have been removed and the Tireplace openings plastered over.
Tha roons are gquito plain with plagbor walln abovo hoavy bagaoboavdo.  Ghe
doorg have roodad apchibravos wibh plain cornovhblocka.  Tho gocond Iloor,
gimilor dn plan Lo the [Mrabt, was formerly usod ag the shordlO's Living
quarters. It features slightly more elaborate trin than the Lirst {loor.,

The windowg in the hall are framed by paneled surrounds with cornerblocks
adorned with roundels. In the souwthweslt room isg the only remaining mantel

in the bollding. It is of conventional Greek Bevival deslgn with heavy
fluted pillasters supporting a flat-panel frieme and end blocks with a
Greck key mobif M enclosed stoadr, which rises from the second floor hall

ch ostfxnclly porvod as bho Joil,

oarlior abads. ﬂhm Lhird [loor, whi
16l

conbaing Litble of ibg ordginel (Cin

The central doorway and the east window on the second level have been briked

deep. A closed string sboair with o molded rail and square newol rises from

bhzouph the eagt room bo the third floor appears to be a replacement for an
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[X] Avchitecture [J Lendscape [} Sculpture

[ Ar Architeciure 7] Secial/Human-
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O Communicotions ] Military ] Theater

O Conserva'iqn [} Music [C] Traonsportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Monroe City Hall, begun in 18l;7 and completed in 1848, was
originally built as the public jails The old jail it replaced is reported
to have been a log structure which stood on Beasley Street. The January,
18,7, term of Union County Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions ordered
"that David A. Covington, Aaron Iittle, Robert G. Howard and Fli Stewart
with William Hamilbton be appointed commissioners" to draw up plans for a
public jail to be located in Union County.

Whéh the court met again in April, 1847, it was decided "that the large
fine imposed upon John Medlin at the Superior Court in Cabarrus County in
February last be set apart and appropriated for the building of a public
jail for the County of Union."

John Medlin and his son-in-law, Clemont B. Curlee, had been charged
with the murder of a runaway slave belonging to Medlin. Because feelings
were running high in Union County, the case was tried in Cabarrus County.
Curlee was found innocent, but Medlin was found guilty of "felony and
manslaughter." To avoid the death penalty, Medlin pleaded and was adjulfed
to be "entitled to the benefit of his clergy." (Benefit of clergy, which
under English common law protected the clergy from capital punishment, was
extended in some cases to any convicted person who could read. It was
abolished in Federal courts in 1790 and in North Carolina in 1855.) Medlin
was fined $3,000 and ordered to pay the court costs which were $390.37.

With a large part of e money needed for the building thus provided,
the court further instructed the committee to find a contractor who would
agree to erect the building according to the plans submltted by the committe
for $6,500.

Tho building, construched on tho north side of the public squaro, sorvo
ng Union County's jail until a new one was bullt in 1892. The old jail was
put up for public auction on January 2, 1893, with A. M. Crowell submitling
the high bid of $2,825. But since Crowell was unable to comply with the
Lerms of his bid, the building was sold to the Vown of Monroe for $2,880.80.
The building has been used to house Monroe city government since 1893.

The Monroe City Hall, possibly the oldest building in Montoe) is intere
ing architecturally as well as historically. A fine example of North Caroli
antebellum civic architecture, it has been used continuously as a public
building since itsg construction.
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