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(Chadr. 00,) 

[J Good KJ Fail [J De 1m i 0'0 h~d 
-,--------,--"'-,------,--,----------"------'-------,-

(C/I"c/( Onc) (Cfwci( One) 

r?~:l A tIered [] Unall~1f,"d 

t,I'IO 0 RIG 1 N 1\ L PHYS1C,6,l, APf-"Ef\F(,o.NCE 

rJ~hG :f\'10,nro(j Cit,y 1J}111, a tbrflG of bric]( laid in 
hn.cJ n, rr,:lblc) ,c()oT ;:lnd :i.nLor:iol' (me] dl:hnflc.l,Y:3" 'tJ.IO r:J'oJ.IL (f\()uLJ:l) 

bay D ldicl.o Ili/it,h apro;j8 etin,g ono Lod cent.er 
,P The pochm,ent. i~) for,mod by a fine brid<: cornice wtcLe,h cHl"rios 
a,ruund the ent.iro bu:U.ding E;ach 'bef,T on tho ground level containf1 an 
e,Fl.trance ~1te west entranee :1::3 Sllrmounted, a large -'1) 8.n 0 
t)lO cent,ra,l entranCE) feature:::; ~:ridE)light:3 ':lS l'r.Jell D.c:; ,:t t,r8.rlf:lOm.; t.h(3 ecuJG 
eu.trClnce i,s conta:Lned in a large SOISf}l1ent,8.1 arch ~\Thic11~\ corlsideral::>ly '~vider 
t,han thlC) othe r ('3y.l.t:caoo:::i, may have belen de to aecomodate a vehicle 
l.rhe '(.\I~i,ncJ.o1fm ~l.t tho sf,)Corld a.nel thil:,d. levels b,a.v'E) r::1ione and mo1ded 
;],rcb,iLrn.'\Tor:; lid,th pla:Ln corn(;rblocl:~:[) h ED,ch conta:lnn modoI'll. t;VJ'o~ovor,,·t;1ATo 

l.l:h(:)1'o :i:3 hut:, effc;Gt:L V'EJ diminllLion of feno:crl:,r':J.U.on 

'rhe (lnd \~rE)st enclt3 a.rE:) peclj.1IH3.rrted ali30 A i:,wo-·st.ory tliJGntiel1:,h 
cerlt, .. u.I'Y T~r.ing l.tcw enclof3ed all but, the top .':rtory of the west [:iido ',tho 
threo 1'0 a 1" f "'tea.cIe 01'1 Ij,;-=j,d t"hr'oe E),nt-ranee s on t,l1.8 g:ouncl leve.1 
The c nnt.ral d,OOJ:"'\I\]'c1Y a:nd t,he El8Bi:. w'in,clol.l.l' on the secoJ:'),cl lov(::31 ,hctve been 
l1P.1 a,nd a brick addition ha.s been :nl,:::tdo t,o the 'lilfesti bc.:i.Y' 1'1:1.0 
iATindo1J,),s liglrLing the i:.hird ,c:;to.ry contain t.h(:3 eclX'1y six~ovor~Gix sas,ho 

thcl tho CiLy Hall a GoyrLer·"'·]:]al.J Ij'(-\TO I'OOJ(I:3 

E),Ga:ir wi tll 8. :m,olcled l';,cj"l and DqU.t1To llr:wrol r:iJj[~:'3 from, 
'the east ~3i.dE) of the hall Some t.l:',rentieth century a1 terations have; boen 
nklclE,J in,eluding a toilet at the rea): of the ,ha.ll AlI t.he mantolG in the 
f3.rst Gi:.ory' boon I'8nlovecl and the fi:cop1aco openi:ngs plastered over' 
'I'h,('] runl'll:; ,'l.,r'() (Ilri. Lnpl",:i. n~'Ii. t.h, I) l:.l.rl Len'\",·;I.:l!.:'l (l.i>OVCl lln:l.vy l):1.nn\ H)"II~dn· (I,llle) 

cI norr,l h:), VI') J'(II) ckid :1..1'(; 1):1 Lr; I,V()U VI/. I 1111. J )ltI,J,.I co I'!I() l'1) I.ocl< I.: '/ 1111) IICl C ()II( I J'JOO1' 
la.r :in /:,0 th,Q L, 'l"J'nt: w;od. D.n t.l.l.'J uhl) !' t ;) 

It f03,'I::.ur'C[j nl:Lght,l,y- H10,I'O oJa.borat,o t.:cim L11an. LItH f:Lr:1L J'loor 
'[i,r:indoWf) in tll.!:'; h,Ell1 ;:1.'.r'f) fra.med by I)(]Jl()lod. Gll'I'I'O'und:3 eor,norhlockc.; 

wit.h T'onndelB In the [:JO'Ut.bWE1S[j I"oom :b3 tho o.n.1y romf'Jining In::;J,nt.el 
in the build:Lng It J,S of conventionil1 Greok Heviva,l witJh hE)d.VY 

fl1.rLoci piln.[-;ltc3r.'3 supporting a fla,t-pa,nE)l fr5.ezEl and end blocks l-\Tith a 
motif ,A:n enclosed riflElS f:l:"om the second floor 

room to thE) 'hh:b:d t10 bo a repl:':l.CCmlOrrL for n.n 
Tl),n 'Lh::l.rd ::o1'vof1 all 'Lh,o ;1(1.:\1" 

con L; :tin [l l:iLLlo of :i. ,/:,[,1 

rn 

n 



LU 

Iginol 

o Pr'±!histol'lc: 

o Historic 

0 Agricultum 

CZl Architecture 

0 Art 

0 Commerce 

0 Comm~nicotions 

0 Canser'Jation 

ilpproprifl/o) 

[J 16th Century 

o 17th Century 

Appropriate) 

I. I 0 Educali 00 

o Engineoring 

0 Industry 

0 Invention 

0 Landscape 

Archiloclure 

0 Li loraturo 

0 Military 

0 Music 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Cl HlthCenfulY 

gg 19th Century 

Pol'ilieol 

o Religion/Phi­

f050phy 

o. Science: 

o Sculpture 

[] Socialhluman-

jladan 

o Theoler 

o Transportation 

r-=-l 20th Century 

DUrban Planning 

o. Olher (Specify) 

The Nonroe City Hall, begun in 184.7 and completed in 1 84.B, was 
originally built as the public jail The old jail it replaced is reported 
to have .been a log structure which stood on Beasley street. The January, 
1 8L~7, term of Union County Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions ordered 
"that David Ao Covington, Aaron Little, Robert G Howard and Eli Stewart 
with William Hamilton be appointed corrnnissioners" to draw up plans for a 
public jail to be located in Union COill1ty. 

When the court met again in April, 1847, it was decided "that the large 
fine imposed upon John Nedlin at the Sl~perior Court in Cabarrus County in 
February last be set apart and appropriated for the building of a public 
jail for the County of Union " 

John Medlin and his son-in-law, Clemont B Curlee, had been charged 
with the murder of a rru1away slave belonging to Medlin. Because feelings 
1t\Te.re rru1.ning high in Union County, the case was tried in Ca.barrus Count Yo 
Curlee was found innocent, but Mecl1in was fOill1d guilty of "felony and 
manslaughter II To avoid the death penalty, Medlin pleaded a'nd was adju];ed 
to be Ilenti tIed to the benefit of his clergy " (Benefit of clergy, whi ch 
under English common law protected the clergy from capital punishment, was 
extenc1ed in some cases to any convicted person who could read It was 
abolished in Federal courts in 1790 a.nd in North Carolina in 1855) 1'1edlin 
was fined ~~3, 000 and ordered -to pay the court costs which were ~~390 37 

Wi th a large part of -!lie money needed for the building thus provided, 
the court further ins-tructed the cormni t-tee to find a contractor who l~rould 
agree -to erect -the building according to the plans submi -tted by the comrni tte::. 
for $6,500 

'rho huilding, constructed on tho nortil1. 8ido of the public 8quaI'o:; DOI'ITO-1 

:1.n Union County t s j;J,:Ll until a ne·w one was built in 1 (j92 'l'he old jail wau 
IJut up for public auc-tion on January 2, 1893, with A*.M Crowell submitting 
the high bid of $2 825 But since Cro1t\Tell was unable to comply with the 

of bid, the building was sold to the town of Monroe for ~~2 880080 
The building has been used to house Monroe city government since 1893 

The Monroe City Hall, possibly the oldest building in Montoe; is 
:Lng architecturally as well as historically A fine example of North 
.'J.ntebellum. civic architecture it has been used continuously as a public 
building Ginco itG corwtrll.ction" 
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