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Cood : -1 F (Ji r 

(C/IL'ck On,,) 

[1 Doic,-iofOicd r-=J Ruins 

n Moved 

te a:G a rUTal intcrsec tion is aS3Ilt Grove 
camp 

by ,sma,ll 
consists of a five-acre open 

fra:me stTuc ture s called 11tents 11 

tents ~vere sOTnel:Jhat 
by families livhile the 

struc~~ure s built of logs 
camp mee lilTaS in session 

heliI8 d 
Almost 

all the tents have been modern cabin.s T6C8ilt 
At the cen of opon 
"cu""bor 11 with a small frame church to the northeast" 
across the road vITh.ich encircles the site is the old 
ceme to the re ar 0 

The arbor is a l" fl"ane strttc 
sixty fee t lrJide vJl a central 
fee t oelo~T the eaves that extend,s aTounc1 all 
asbestos over ea:L'-'lie vie a 

SOl),UleaS 

'::(,':0.0 

'lo,TO 

exposed "JaIl surface above the west gable en~s contain 
louvered 

The strL~C of the arbor:; said to date fTOT!l 
anc1 te non 
h8Tv1.1 iJ6 

orac,::-,d 
the PC:ClLJ, 

main DOS 

are 

the centrclI 
C;1C:l.li1fere d up to the 

corneI',Sw 
~\J~lich is notclle d in a 

few' fee t bel 
livhich extend 

roof is suppor~ed 
of CLlJOUt fee t ewd 
posts also :::;l)pport t:18 

t(3 

-G,"?: Yj 88 C -cf~ (::. thG 
fOj~'YCS 'ene ImveT 

is 

the v" 'l'i1i s plate is in tu:cn d by 0" J.:'OTiJ of posc'o 01;' 

the ends aIld seven on each side t11 the exception o.:.c.' lower or" 
the south side:> which is Clll appcue n-0 replacement, the ti[(lOerS all CL)i,j8 aI' GO 

be 

The floor of the arbor is e covered savvdustG ROv'Is of 
be s th conmlOn runners occupy T!'lOSt of the interior FOll::"'" :C'O'vi3 

fd,cs tmTc,rds the 1rJest end and take up tHo-thirds of the interior" .iD the 
of -~he remaining third is a. raised s~eakers 'I platform 'VITith a 

to the rear (-~vest) end benches east for the c~l,oiru 
tIle choir 81'ld the speal{ers 1 a('e short rows of bOl1crles 

face im'J"a:,:-'d 

The located to the nort::Least of the on the C8 tral 
sc1uare:; is not the ono) bu-;~ the last of a serie s said to [laVe 

oc Q the site The main block is an 'Lmpro tGn tious frame 
s 'c,r'LlC ture) the only adornmeD t the delic ate s;:;.vrn boarQ 
repeats on the eaves and cornice returns) al1d the colorful stair-eO. s 
1Iindc-vTs 3et 'tvl thin rec d fY'al11es" SomsvJhat recent aGe:!.. tions 
-GO t:ne c:r,v,rch are the 'Grance ve s ti hule to the we stand a one 
scory tion stre across the redru 

a school::.ouse 
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, \/ Union 

(.Vumber nil (,Il,'riL's) 

the entrance is a with a roof supporte d by square posts. 

The tents that line the square perimeter of the camp c'Cl,re cabin-
like structuTes In 1902) all of the tents were t:,orn down exceIJt onCJ) S 

s in the south row It is dis d by a d-arched 
\rJind01~ in the end The materials and me thod of cons truc tion of the 
present tents are v'aried; however) for the most part they have the e 
a rectangular one-story cabin with a roof) the end inwards 
a shed roof across the front sheltering the entrance 
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T healer 
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CJ Oiher (Specify) 

Pleasant Grove :lV[ee Grotlnd of the, fev0- of i ts re 
in North Carollna" t 

the sa.me ye ar (1830) 
to 

at its pTe sent 
at Rock 

loca:cion in 
[nominated 
,th of a 

C.l.J._-'-~'.J._LL'~'-':; e 
'o-J~>"V.L'"I.J~,'-' s of veTnaculaT arehi tee The 

hOliJever" is as a rare and stlll ~fune 
Rev-lval JYlovement" the p t 

rural An~rica teenth 

Pleasant C:rovG Hee G s 'cablishe d on Ytarch l830 
(tI.J:.'or the uses anc( Pcc}:Joses JaIl me'[(lbers of 

opal Church c state Ii)) I,Jas oegun on 
from lVIa t thG lV~C Corkle by nine IT:811 ac 2;3 

GrormcL t Gr'ove is saj_o to d as Oc 
and 'lr,laS begw:-l as an (clrca 1787) j\!ldvi1ir-ter 
GrmlI1d which 'lrJas re strie te d in bee ause t:18y'e ~V'as no t a 

The first tents at }VIclJhil."ter';; hOlvever,J were bUllt be-
tv'men and 1820 contract to 'ouild, t:ne arbor at Plec.~sant 
Grove 
nome-grown tobacco in 

is said to have 
of CBorge Allison 
ne d to 

11 a small:; Ie an man vV'110 love d to s'[,1Ol,:t; 
Before the aTbor "L'vas 

s 

thir",~ 
\ ne'11 aJ1d few c to PleasJ.nt GrovcJ vJi"Gh an 

ade water ) g~cew the; before the 
Ci viI I;JCU" 0 There a:ce said to hCLlf8 been more than 200 Tl]l1"GS built be fore 
1860) most of them constructed of) t~v'O squares around t!:'10 
ox'bor) of those) ono survives v Jacob tvolfo) 011e of tIl,e 
-crustees) is credited 'lrJith built tho first tent in Pleasant Grove. 
_Ln addi tion to the arbor and tents:; a church was construc ted on the carnp 

in remodeled in 1860) is -co have been 
d by t~e present 

'11
[-le camp 

.JJ2,ust and 
_L ,-. 
uU 

I Ol~ 

but 

s trllc ture " 

d on after the second 
\):c.:'u.iI1pet blmcJn at Oa'Lvl1 vITa,s 

;1 each persori in his Of')11 te 
cGJ:18 Tdhole enc '-'-'ILj-/J.,L'o-J,LL to the ilY'oor for prayer mee at 



t-or~-jl :O-~~OO(j 

(Ju1y ~Yoj)) 

J i. 

J T T 

C QU,'I T '( 

lTnt on 

Four othe calls hTere blm,m the teer;; PTOC 
St3:nllces c;,t 8 am) 11 aQm,,) 3 P flL, and 8 P Hl The last ~vas 
C.::mclle Provision for the arbor includec1 

to bec:J]l cLbout tuen inch() Tn 
feet , which inside the arbor 

be t:/v-een the 2,rbor and tents "'(Alas Ci by fire s built on mounGS of s 
to S8 feet from each corner of the arbor~ At the be 

of the camp ti18e the ministers 1rJou::Ld corrle from faT a:c'1d ne on 
horseback to preach" For a number of years) I'eceived no pay for prsC-C,",'"L_L.L"F-i 
but there vv-e:t'e about rail pens built for the preachers 1 horses) 
members of the camp watered and fed thernu 

The CcJ1np 1tJas d in the second half of t~1e nineteenth c 
On :CClcembe 29) Austin and his \rJife J sold the trustees 
of lithe Pleasant Grove circui t of the South Carolina conference of the 
Methodist Church Sou'~hl1 t1rlTO·~and-one··~thi:cd acr8S acent; to the camp 
ground and on November 5, 1885 J'0 C0 Bat8s and his wife Jane H. Bates; con­
veyed foul" acres to the "Pleasant Grove Church. II 

An L'.tere story is attriLuted to the camp rCiG of :886 \iJhicn was 
held at nearby Antioch" A Brothel" Goo:(;2.n is said to have ~)ray8d in his 
service that an eax'thqual<:e ~vould come and shake the sinners) his praysT 
coinciding th the Great Charleston 86 's g:cave) lv-hich 
is located at Pleasant Grove Ceme on II He 
prayecl for an earthquake in Antioch 0 and it v,ras answered II 

A general decline in interest in the camp mee led to an order by the 
trustees for the camp ground in 1902 All the tents bl~t one v.J8re torn 
dOvJn and hauled CiHay, In October, ) the trustees deeded two a.cres to the 
Union Board of Education for use as a school; hmv-8ver;; by 5-, 
1926, the school was abandoned, and the school and property where 
it stood reverted to the tru.stee s of Pleasant Grove Church On Jrtl1e 20 -' 1931) 
1aTvson Hm-Jey deeded tTvO acres c Pleasant Gr'ove Church 
the trus tee s of the church 1e d by t Grove 
began to attract Y'ene1rJed interest;; and by ca:;np had rebuilt 
tents It has continued to grow the yeaY's 
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As the designated Slate Liaisor, Officer for the l\~j­

tional His'Loric Preservation Act of F)GG (Public L"w 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property ror inclUSiOn 

in the 1'\ational Register and cerli[y lhat it h8S been 

evaluated aCCOfC; ing to the criteri3 anli procedu res sel 

forth by the f\ational Park Service. '1':,C recomrncnued 

level or Sif;.:1ifi.c~lnce of lhis non11nation is: 
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Pleasant Grove Camp Meeting Ground 
S.R 1327 at S.Ro 1329 
Waxhaw J North Carolina 

State Highw~ Commission 
Map of Union County 
Scale 1 II 2 mile s 
Date January 1, 1962 
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