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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Thomas Capehart House is a small, fully realized Do\VTlingesque Gothic cottage, 
\vith its ornament intact or restored and its picturesque charm enhanced in recent years 
by renovation. The contrast of yellow walls and white trim intensifies the cozy, pictur-
esquefeeling the mode was intended to connnunicate. The vertical board and batten-covered 
walls, steep multiple gables dripping with airy sa\vn \vork bargeboards, and lacy front 
porch, plus the almost ecclesiastical use of tracery-filled lancet windo\vs and lancet 
panels in the chimney give the cottage a storybook character unique in the several­
county region and rare in the state. Its regional identity comes from the use of certain 
distinctive features suggestive of the work of.Warrenton builder Jacob Holt and perhaps 
his associates--including the bracketed entrance, the treatment of the door frame, and 
the handling of the stair. 

The asymmetrical frame cottage is L-shaped, with a gabled one-bay west wing pro­
jecting fOTlVard to create the L form. The board and batten walls are defined by rather 
heavy corner-posts whose bases project from heavy baseboards. TIlis linearity provides 
a foil for the crisp, lacy confection of Sa1-VTl bargeboards and porch. The three-bay 
main (south) facade features, in addition to the projecting gable, steeper false gables 
over each of the other two bays. The long 1-vest side is also punctuated by a steep 
gable. Each gable is pierced by a lancet window \vith a heavy molded frame, and each is 
divided by :tracery into two narrower lancets. These are filled with delicate lozenge­
patterned tracery, and the spandrel at the intersection of the arches is pierced 1vith 
a fleur-de-lis -like quatrefoil. The heavy "overhang of the eaves is lightened by delicate 
salVTl ornament; which not only outlines the gables but continues along the eaves as well. 
It consists of a continuous open scallop motif;- on the main facade and the side gables 
this is complicated by a sawn criss':'cross motif in each scallop. j\Iost of this trim is 
originCill, but mfssing items were .~eproduced and rep~aced when the present Q1vner renewed 
the house. 

Filiing'i~ the·angle'of the L-shaped house is the front'porch; it consists of 
intricate salVTl flat posts filled witll pierced curvilinear patterns, carrying a frieze 
composed of a series of,alternating small and-large pierced circles. Sinuous brackets, 
also Sa1-VTl, spring from each sawnwork post. Much of this had rotted away and was 
reproduced from surviving elements. 

At the first level, the projecting gable features a bay window with windows underlined 
by a slightly different scalloped pattern above flat panels. The cel1tral entrance con­
sists of a double door flanked by sidelights, with brackets separating corner lights and 
transom. The composition is outlined by a very heavy molded frame terminating in a 
molded foot similar to Jacob Holt's work. The west front bay features a two-leaf french 
door. Other bays in the main block contain double and single windows with four-over-
four sash, except the bays of the east side, where a pair of doors have apparently been 
added. To the rear of the house are simple shed roof extensions, and a north addition 
with gable roof and a repeat of the scallop trim. 

I 
f 

The interior fe~tures a cedntber-hall Plafn, Wiht~ hone. room hto tlh~ east and ~wo tbo thhe I! 
Ie t, the latter palr separate y a wall rom W lC rlses tee 1J.lllney, servlng at 
rooms. The walls are plastered above rather plain, but tall, molded baseboards :Mantels I 

are of typical mid -19th century design, with the chief ones featuY~ing lancel panels in I ' 
i\ I 
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their pilasters. The floors are original. The bay windOiv features heavy panels beneath 
the windows, similar to the exterior treatment. 

The stair is quite handsome, rising in t1vO flights with a transverse landing, and 
occupying TIlllch of the central hall. The turned urn-shaped newel, slim square balusters, 
and particularly the ramped, rounded handrail and simple but distinctive moldings at 

,the tread ends, are suggestive of the l850s 1vork of Jacob Holt and might be the work 
of a former Holt associate or apprentice. Of special cham are the small bedrooms 
lighted by the vigorously framed, delicately traceried lancet windows. 

Complementing the character of the dwelling is a small outbuilding, also of board 
and batten, which repeats the open scallop motif. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Thomas Capehart House, located amid the rolling farmland near the village of 
Kittrell, is a picturesque, well-preserved frame Gothic cottage of the type popularized 
by A. J. Downing's publications. Built shortly after the Civil War for Capehart, a 
Confederate veteran and farmer, the cottage 1vith its ornate bargeboards and traceried 
windows is one of the few examples of the Gothic domestic mode in the state. 

Thomas Capehart was born on August 21, 1840, in Hertford County, North Carolina, the 
son of Tristam and Buta Capehart. He attended the University of North Carolina from 
1858 until 1860, although he did not receive his degree until much later. vl/hen the 
Civil War came, Capehart" living then in Chmvan County, joined the Confederate forces 
almost irrnnediately, enlisting in the First Regiment of the I\[orth Carolina Infantry on 
April 29, -1861. He attained the rank of 3rd Lieutenant on J1..me 29, 1861, and was 
mustered out when the unit 1vaS disbanded in November of 1861. On February 22, 1862, 
Capehart enlisted in the North Carolina ArtillerYl where he quickly became a captain, 
conunanding a' group knmvn as' I'Capeha!t ' s Battery.' I· ' , 

Capehart h2d acquired substantial land holdings in Hertford'County by way of his 
father's will. In November of 1862, h01vever,-he moved to divest himself of this land 
in a number of transactions. The catalyst for these moves may well have been his 
marriage to Amelia Epps Tucker o! Northampton County on February 12, 1862, at an 
Episcopal, \ ~hur~h D: I that cOWlty. ' , , 

The Kittrell family (present owners of the place) state that Capehart came to the 
Kittrell area because of his friendship during the war with George Kittrell.. Capehart 
settled in Granville County during the war and was Kittrell's immediate neighbor.. (His 
brother, B. A. Capehart, had already obtained a farm in the Kittrell area in 1862.) 
Thomas acquired a little more than forty-tlvo acres from George Blacknall on June 22, 1866: 
for a purchase price of $600. This tract adjoined that of George Kittrell. It 'vas on 
this land, according to strong family tradition, that Capehart built the house where he 
would live for the rest of his life. Three years later, Capehart purchased an adjacent 
tract of seventeen acres from Kittrell f04 $335. By 1870 he had over one hundred acres 
and had fathered his first four children. 

Capehart, like other Civil War veterens, came to an area severely cripplezl by the 
I';ar. Ki ttrell was probably better off than many areas of North CaTolina, h01,vever, as 
it maintained a certain prominence as a resort area Hi th a large hotel (1,'lhich burned in 
1883) and a number of warm springs. Kittrell ,vas said to be particularly popular 11J-ith. 
the well-to-do resident? of New Or~leans, a city plagued by recurrent attacks of yellow 
fever during the l860s. J Unfortlmately for Capehart none of these springs were on his 
land and any benefits he accY1Jed from them I,,-ere strictly peripheral. He supported his 
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family in more traditional ways: the 1870 census lists him as a merchant and keeper' 
of horses, while the agricultural census shows him producing. Irish potatoes, sweet 
potatoes, butttSr, and slaughtered livestock. Capehart o1med two horses, two milk cows, 
and six sheep. In 1880 he had under cultivation corn, oats, wheat, cotton, and thr7e 
acres of tobacco. He had a dry goods store, and his family included seven children. 

He had also attained a measure of prominence in his new community. Capehart was a 
fotmder of the locally important St. James Episcopal Church of Kittrell, and was listed 
as one of the members of the first vestry. He was also lisSed as one of the bondsmen 
for the first sheriff of newly formed Vance County in 1881. . 

As Capehart grew older he apparently distributed h~s land among his children, 
al though he left no will. He died on August 30, 1919. His widow, Amelia Capehart, 
eventually moved to Beaufort County 1vhere she applied for a Confederate pension, leaving 
the house and lands in the hands of the children. Amelia Capehart's will of 1930 was 
probated after her death on November 19, 1936. In it she states, "Having given most of 
what I possessed to my children years ago, I have little left but the gratitude for 
their love and tender outlook for my needs. I leave to my four living sonro .. whatever 
interest I have in the farm. . . the. houses and all appurtenances thereof." 

Shortly after the death of Amelia Capehart, the remaining helrs of Thomas Capehart 
deeded their interest in the estate to J. T. Capehart of Hamtzt He kept the pro-
perty for eight years, deeding it to R. G. Kittrell in 1945. After only a few days, 
R. G. Kittrell deeded an undiy~ded one-half interest to J. C. Kittrell on July 28, 1945, , 
while keeping the other half. J. C. Kittrell died in 1954 ~~ in his will he devised 
his one-half interest to his daughter, Lucy Kittrell Brothers. Less than a year . 
later, Lucy Brothers an15her husband Reginald E. Brothers conveyed this interest to 
Robert G.. Kittrell, Jr. When the elder Kittrell died in 1957 he left his remaining 
one-half interest to his son, Robertl~. Kittrell, Jr., a Henderson attorney, 1vho 
continues to own the land and house. 
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1Alumni History of the University of Horth Carolina, (General Alumni Association, 
Durham, N.C., second edition, 1924), 98; Louis H. Manarin (compiler), North Carolina 
Troops, 1861-1865: A Roster (Raleigh, Department of Archives and History, 1966) I, 
P 358; III, p. 62. 

~ertford County Wills, Hicrofibn Copy, Archives and History, Raleigh, N.C., 
Book A, pp. 296-299. 

3Hertford COlmty Deeds, Microfilm Copy, Archives and History, Raleigh, N. C. , 
Book A, p 16, 459, 463, & 662; Northampton County Harriage Register, 1851-1867, p 99 

4Granville COlmty Deeds, Microfilm Copy, Archives and History, Raleigh, N.C., 
Book 23, p. 126, & 214; Ninth Census of the United States, 1870· Granville COlmty, 
North Carolina, Population Schedule, Agricultural Schedule, hereinafter cited as 
Granville County Census, 1870. 

5 Samuel Thomas Peace, Zeb' s Black Baby, Vance COlmty; North Carolina: A Short History 
(Durham, N.C., Seeman Printery, 1955) pp. 351-355, hereinafter cited as Peace, ~eb's 
Black Baby. 

6Granville County Census, 1870, Population Schedule, Agricultural Schedule. 

7Tenth Census of the United States, 1880: Granville County, North Carolina, Popula­
tion Schedule, Agricultural Schedule. 

8 Peace, Zeb's Black Baby, p. 17, 47; Granville COMty Deeds, Book 25, p. 491. 

9Vance County Index to Vital Statistices, Births and Deaths, I, 1913-1925 

10Application for Confederate Pensions (After 1901) (State Department of ~~'chives 
and History, Rc'1leigh, N.C., 1957) I, p. 147; Beaufort County Wills, Book V, p. 519. 

11 COlmty Deeds, Book 23, 64. Vance p. 
17 County Dee-is, Book 243, 332. -Vance p. 

13V ance COlmty Deeds, Book 243, pp. 334-335. 

14 County Wills, Book G, 488. Vance p. 

l\rance County Deeds, Book 231, p. 169. 

16Vance County Wills, Book H, p 63. 
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