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C; /t ftcrcd i}J Uoolt,rod 

lo-,-"-C-HiiJF.:_T_I~ t.; PfH:SEH r ... ~lO ORI G!N_A_L_(~/7/ 7hn_o_:w_:cn) PHYSICAL APPEAR AHC £ I 
E:-::';.·~dor: Tlw Capitol is roughly crucifoz;.i in plan being bilaterally I 

S}'T.lmctrical, w:Lth its major east-Host axis cieili.eated by prostyle j 
tctrastyle portico::;. 'l"ne fact that the ilouse and Senate chambers are • 
located on the second floor is expressed on t<1e exterior by the use of a 

1

1 

r~-i.:1.noyohilc, the d:L-ninution of fenestration bet~·recn the secOnd one:. thi:rd. 
:floors, n..r1d the fa~t that only the second floor \·rindol'/s are cro~med by I 
sil<lplo cntaOlatures. This is further enhanced by the subtle variation of j 
the ashlar J i. c. J the use of larger blocks at the Oaoe of the pi~:1o nobi 1 e 1 
.:!.t'1U in the cnt.aolat.ure. '.lhe east and ·\'/est i'acades are identical •·rith ,. 
central pedimented porticos resting on piers finished •·ri. th iwrizontal ba."1dG 
o:f ructicv.tion. -:L';1e order is of the fuJJ.y developed Doric of tfie 1--ieL.cnic II 

period, naid to be timt of the Parthenon. ;, .full entablature surrounds t.he 
i..nd.ldinG• It bre.::U-::s out over the single~bay end pavilions ikdch a.re frCJ..lled. i 
by l11ultiple antac. Thoro are three bays bet1.-;een the central projectiqn 

1
1 

and each of the end pavilions. They are less elaborately treated., Yiit":l tfi0 
tri;3lyphs, mutalcs, and. guttae, but not the tenia., o;ni.tted. from tl1e I 
cnt.:tbl.:-~t.nrc. 'li1ore is a lo1-r hip roof which is hidden f1--orrl vim·r by a solid. 1 
JXlrCJ.pct.. From the center of the roof riDes t[,e octagonal drtun of t~1c d.o;;,e.. l 
Ti·1c hc!;::i.nphc.t•ico.l copper dome rects on three pli.nt.hs of cr~~duat.oci hci;)~-~.o, l 
thn lo~·;o~t bcin[; tho J0.rcost is octaconalJ tr,o t\·Jo Ul_)per OlJos circular. J 

r;;lo octLl'J.r; is surroth~ded by D. simple circul.a:.."" parapet --..;hici1 is c:::·o;·.11ed. by I 
un iron band of attf.h0..:ri.ons connected by concn;re scallops. This feat.lL.""'C 
\;v.s inspired by a sir.-.ilar floral band on the cornice of the Chora,;ic I 

I l ioJl\L'ncnt. of L::rsicrates J A thonG. The no.J."th a:--.. 'i south facacies consist of 
fj.ve eqnD-1 bas·s cli·vided by ,"J..t"'J.tae. The coj,--ncrs are strengthened by 
project.ins antae coupled l·r.ith half-a."1tae v;hich lie in the scr.ta pla."1e i'i:ith 
tt1oo0 in the intcr·vci.1ing b2..ys, 'fhe entaOlat·J.re is i'u..lly de\·eloped. VTi-'llh 
trit:;l~l}JhG, r.tutulcs, etc. '.lne Capitol measures approximately 160 feet i'ro1.L 
north t.o south and 1/+0 feet from east to "viest. 

In{·,crior: The ground floor feat.ures a csntral circular lobby from \·;hich 
a::d.al h~l:J biooct the north and south wings w:1ich contain four roor1s each. 
'l'i1e oust and 1·rest 1·rinr;s have off-center stair halls lrith their principal 
door3 on a.Us nnd contain one major room each. The stair in .each l:inb is 
behind a uc.:'ecn of fluted Ionic colt:nms l'l'nich take their order from the 
Tc~:plo of Ili::;;;u::;, Athena. Tne lobby at the intersection of the four halls ' 
!'"-" ~:nooth r;ronito 1mlln. Behrcen tho ar..ial doors arc t.rabeated sent- I 
circul~d"' nichcG 1·/i-tich hold busts of famous l';orth Caroliniann. L'-1 i'ro:at of I 
ca.ci1 niche t.hcre is a roUtid plaster medallion in the ellintical c2.ntile~-.;e~eJ., 
ceilinG v1hich is pierced by· the open Nell of t:'le rotunda ~bove. This cffordsl' 
u.n \Ulbrr"J1-:on vici·r of the dome from tho gl'·our.d fJ..oor. The ruain floor has a. 
central circular rotunda 1·r.i th axial doors. ?'nose to the east a."1ci \'iost lead I 
to halls each of 1·ihich features a superb e1 I i :)tical stair with an. e.."'C_Posed 
::;offit and a delicl:l.to iron balustrade. 1'ne ro'0uada has a hit;h granite dado. 
Tho r.;rnni"~c doorcascs nre qtdto plain 'h-ith Gi."t1ple moulded scrolls nupport,in£:;1 
nn UJH1tiorncd cnl~ablo.l.uro. 'l'ho donblo doorn hnvo thrco oquaro panolo each. I 
'.'he extremely deep panola arc ourroundod by ef!,fJ an.d dart tr~ouldinc;. 'l'ho , 
('_,oor::; arc otuddo<l ;lith fotU'-pol:.alcd rosettes. Abovo tho doors are four I 
panel;:; of s:i.r.Ula:- design, Each portal is flarj_ked by antae riGirlg .!'rom the . 
top of the dG.do oo the base of the do:o-.e. In the intervenir.g spaces are 
:.:.-~·.U-ci~cular arched 'rlicho3. Above tho nicho3 and tho portala are recessed 
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roct<Ul[;u.lar jX1.;1ols, which, lilco tho rucnos, havo no decoration. 1~no 
beauty of tho rotunda is attained b:t tiw dopondonco of tho dosic;n on 

I 
I 

Pl'OporU.on and lino r<~thcr than olaoor.:.to docor<~tion. ?nis ~r:i.r,ci>)lo 1 
can :tl<>o be ob::;crvod :i.n tho troat.meat of tho dome Hi th eight lar.:;e 
noLJ•tentul coi'fera outlined by tho G:i.r.t;:Jlcst mouldings and '.:.ho unadornoo.l 
circular ocult\G. I 

'I'ho ci1nmbcrs of the Senate and tho r:ouso o.f Rcprc~cnt::ttivc:; £n~;:; 

1 
a full ti-ro ntol•ios in height; their callel·ios are entered fro;n tho 
third floor of t.ho ou.ilding. 1'ho Scna·~e Cha;.toor in tho norch Kin.:; 
ia rou~hly u Creole cross in pla.."l Hit:1 a stialloit ciomc rcntit'1J: on 
pcnclcnt:i. ,tc5. '.i'j1c [;ollcrics behind caci1 2..rci1 aro supp,)rtcd Oy .JC:i.'001-,~ 

of fluted. Ionic collo·til)S l·rhich inter::;cct '~i1o piorn on \'~lich the 
pcnricnti vca rent. 'l'ho order is tlllccn i'ro:n tho north portico of t,i1c 
Jo:rochthoion. Tile captuls have a pldi·~od to1~uG moulding oct1·roon tho 
volut.oa, t.hc spirals of the vo1utos CC'lr"..:Bd with intormeciiate fillets, I 
cuGhion5 orn0Jnont.cd 1·ii th bead and rocl r.~o·Jlding, a.i"ld tho abacus t.:..--(>J..~~olt 

Hith ccr. and du.rt. The neckin~:::; of t:vJ: colUilU'lS have anthcraion ba .. i1.dG 1 
outlb1cd by bend and reel rr.ouJ.dinr,. '.i.':-.o WJ.t.i~C:rflion bai1d is l-0peCLt~cd -1 
on tho ant.rle .::md is carried arou11d t.ru) room Ooncath the arcilit:t~<:v!o. 

Above tho g:_-U~eric3 is a heavy don til co:t--nice cru ... ici1cd with a band o~ 
pla:i.n patorae. There are fireplace::; i':Lanld.ng the entrance and on the 
oidc Halls of t.hc e.xecL.--a behind the I):ccGiricnt 1o rostrum. They i1avo 
sjJil~)le black r..arble 1n..1.ntols. 

Tho dlariihor of the House of Rcproso<<c.atives fea'~Ul'03 a full heio1t 
ser.D.-circulnr colo:mndo 1·titi1 a ::;kaic;i.~.:. row of fom• columns boi1ir.d 
tho Spci\kor 1:3 desk, (The D-shnpod sea',;i;1[; areu del;lV.rcated b;y the 
c9lonnadoo iv rc:-~riniGccn-t of the siri.il~:c room desiGned by LJ.trohe ·fora 
tho U. S. Capitol. BoU1 l·rore probably i.11s;:Jired by ancient GroGk 
t.hcatl'O plum,) Tho order• omplo;rinc p<:L~., leaves above <~ca.•thu::; 1·ras 
taken from tho Jioroloi_;ium of Andronii·:o::; C::rri1c::;tos, !\',;hen::;. Ti10 
Gorir.thi<Ul on~nblaturo fon~u.ros <lentils, <Ui anthenri.<Ul frieze, ond c;:;g 
und tonr:;no mouldinc~ Abovo thio splcr..C.id colonr.ude is a shallo~·i 
elliptical half C:or.\o. Behind tho colu;,.-r,::;, at just above lnll' their 
hoicht., b tho galh~'Y. 1'here aro fom• firepl<lces of nimilar desig.< 
to those in tho Senate. 

The furniohingo of both hou.:;cs iacl1.:.d8 stylized Greek klycm.os 
chairs Hith l·jan.norist tu:rn:iJ1gs. '.i'he chairs of :t.he Senate arc of a 
Jnore elaborate ::.;·~yle 1·titil upholGtered bu.c;{s and ::;eats. 'l'he de::;ks 
belonGinG to the Spealwr <Uid recorders of the House and to the 
Pronidcnt <Uid rccordo1·s of tho Senate are of patterned veneer als<) 
Hith H<umcri"st turnings. 'l110 oin[;lc ticnl\:wr desks of tile Senate employ 
:;olid vase supports l'estinG upon scro~l. feet. 

'.lho third floor is devoted pr:i.rnu ril;:r ·(,o cffices, Game decorated 
Dl the Gothic Rovival style, 

. . -~ ... -··~·~ ............ -· ··-·-··- ·- ...... .,.... . -~ _, ___ .. ____ .... _, __ ,,, ., ..... ·····~-- . 
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In 1832 the General Asser,lbly of i;or~h Carolina appl'Opri;:.ted $50,000 
for· the purpo:;e of buildine a ne;·r Capitol to replace the one dostroyc.ci. 
by fire in ,Tunc, 1831. WiLliam Nic>wls, State Architect, Hi!O hc.ci 
repaired the old State House, sU[;gestsd that the nm·r building be la:'.:;e1• 

than its predecessor, and that stone from a quarry :L'1 Raleigh be us0d 
in its construction. 1·-[. S. Dr~.un;nond a..'l.d Colonel 'J.'i1omus Brar;g, in c::a::·t;c 
o.f O}Jcra.t.ions, ent;aged Ithiol Tot·m a.r~d ;,.lexander Jackson Davis as 
architects. Ti10 cornerstone for tile novr Capitol building i~as laid 
on July h, 1833, by .Governor David lo;·;r;r S;-rain. 

Because the appropriated ftL'"'lcis -l/0:-e ox.J.w.usted l·lith the cor.1plet.ion 
01.." the f'olUK~ation m!d due to tho feet that the State 1 s fina..'"1cos Hero 
at. a lo\'l level, charges of extravar:;~tce leveled against the commisGioii.crs! 
Drumrr.ond a.nd Dra..:;g, reGuJ..tod in their -;rlthdra-:.·/o.l from the constructiu~1. 
At Tol,'l1 1s succcstion David Paton, a yoL:..l,s architect fro}tt EdinOu.rgh, 
Scotland, \·1£1.3 cnco.ged to talco charge of the construction. he al~riveC. 
in iw.J.oiGil in Septe:i\ber, 1831;, bring:L<g s~ille<l stonc::msons fl'Orr. 
Scotland and elsc\·Fhore, and supervised tho cuttinc and fili.ishinG of 
the atone. DurinG the years of cor:struction, General Devcdy Daniel, 
head of ac\Jainistration, and David Paton i·;ere froquently occupied in 
>:riting various m:chitects concerning basic decisions with regard to tr,e 
do3i[;n of tho buildinG• One of their principal corNspondents was the 
architect \•/illiWll Strickland of Pniladelphia. At Strickland's 
sU[,(lOstion, the stairv:ay oriGinally pJ.anned .for the rotunda \·ras deleted. 
Strickland also advised the placement and the number of colv;nns to be 
used :in the House o..11d Senate, and the construction of the dome of the I 
Senate Chamber. Tho bu.ildin[l was cor..ploted in the spring of 1840, Since 
1963 i·tilen the neu lJorth Carolina Legislative Duilci:L•g ~:as first occup:.cd 
by the General Assembly, only the o.;'fices of the Governor, Secretary oi' 
State, ru1d Treas\~er r~~ain in the Capitol. ?ne halls formerly 
occupied by the Senate and the House of Representatives are preserved 
intact along ;d.th their original furnisl'.ings; · 

Architecturally the State Capitol bt<ilding is an ir,;portant e=••~Jle 
of the Hork of three outstanding ni11eteenth-century arcr.itects, Ithiel 
Tol'm, Alexander Jaclwon Davis, and their collaborator David Paton. 
Ch1 his vioit to it:Uoich in Juno of 1966, \·iaUol' Huir Vil1itchill, dircc'oOl' 
and librariall of the Do:;ton Athonaourr., rcl•iarlced that the Cnpitol i·:aG ;:;, 
"ouporb" e:·~1i.~ple of Greek Revival archi tocture. The build:L'1[l is a.'1 
oxcopt:'-on.:;.lly fine version of the style in its most erudite a.'1d 
nophiotice~tod fern. 
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-::j-:.tlc, i\c:n.p P. '::'"t;e 3-'l.~~ly History of R•lr:dr:h, '.Gie Cu.pitcl C.ity of 
~_.::~:7t.:~ Co.:,q_:lj_;--:2:• rt.:J.eiGh: Ed\,rardn and B:cougilton, Printers and 
.iJjJ:dcrG 1 lb93. 

Elliot, Cecil D. y.ncl Shumaker, Ross. "The liorth Carolina State Capitol," 
,. tl ' . . t ~ ,, 195" .~,:J~l 1orn l\.l:Ci1~- ecv, u.ay, o. 
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