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DESOHIBE THE PRESENT AMND ORIGINAL [If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Biberior: The Capiltol is roughly cruciform in plan being bilaterally
symnebrical, with ibs major east-west axdis deiineated by prostyle
“tetrastyle porticos. The fact that the nouse and Senate chambers are
located on the second floor is expressed on the exierior by the use of a
misano nobile, the diminubion of fenestration beiween the second anc third
floors, and the fact that only the second floor windows are croymed by
simple cntablatures, This is further enhanced by the subtle variation of
the ashlar, i.e., the use of larger blocks abt the base of the piano nobile
anu in the entaolature. The east and west facades are identical with
central pasdimented porticos resting on piers finished with horizonital bands
of rustication. %Yae order is of the fully developed Doric of thne Helliesnic
period, said to be that of the Parthenon., & full entavlature surrounds the
vuilding. It breaks out over the single-bay end pavilions winich are framed
by multiple antae. Therc are tnree bays between the cenutral projection
and each of the end pavilions. They are less elaboravely treated, wita tns
triglyphs, mubalies, and guttae, but not the tenia, omitted Lrom Lhe
entablature. There is a low hip roof which is hidden from view by 2 solid
parapes. From the cenver of the roof rises the octagonal drum of the done.
The heiispherical copper dome rests on three plinths of graduaboed neighis,
the lowest being the largest is octagonal, the two upper ones circular,

The oculus 15 surrounded by a simple circular parapedt wideh is erowned by
an iron band of anthamions connected by concave scallops. This feature

was inspired by a sindlar floral band on the cornice of the Choragic
lonwnent of Iysicrates, Athens. Tine north and south facades consist of
five equal bays divided by antae. The coiners are strenginened by
projecting antae coupled with half-antae which lie in the same plane wilh
those in the intervening bays, The entablature is fully developad with
trizlyphs, mubules, ete. The Capitol measures approximately 160 fest frou
noriinn to south and 140 feet from east to vesu.

L o2nd 1 sl

Intorior: The ground floor features a central circular lobby from wihich
axial. halls bisecct the norbth and south wings waich contain four rooms escli.
The cast and west wings have off-center stoir halls with thelr principai
doors on axis and contain one major room each, The stalr in .each wing is
vehind a sereen of fluted Ionic colwmns which take their order from tae
Temple of Ilisscus, Athens. The lobby at the intersection of the four halis
has smooth granite walls. DBetween the axdal doors are traveated scmi-
circular niches wiich hold busts of fawous Iiorth Carolinians, In JIroad of
cach niche there is a round plaster medallion in the elliptical eentilevered
ceiling which is pierced by the open well of the robtunda above. Tais dfords
an wibreken view of the dome from the ground floor. The main {loor has &
central circular rotunda with axial doors. Tnosc to the east and vest dead
0 halls each of which features a superb elliptical svair with an exposed
soffit and a delicite iron balustrade. The rotunda has a high granite dado.
The pranite dooreases are quite plain with simple mouldod scrolls supporting
A unadorned enbablature. ‘The dowble doors have threo squaro pancle cach.
e exbremely deep panols are surrounded by egs and dart moulding. Ytho
doors are studded with four-pebaled roseties. Above the doors are four
panels of similar design. IDach portal is [llanked by antee rising Irom tihe
top of the dado 1o the base of the doms. In the intervening spaces are

saii~cireular arched niches. Above the niches and the portels are recessed
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rectanguiar panels, which, like the niches, have no decoration. Tno
beauty of the robunda is attained by tihe dependenco of the dosign on
proportion and line rather than elaborate decoration. This principlo
can also be observed in the troatment of the dome with eight large
segmental colfers outlined by tho sinplest mouldings and the unadorned
circular ocuwlus,.

Tho cnambers of the Senate and the rHouse of Representalives arc
a full two stories in heipght; their gpaileries are entered from the
third fioor of the building. %The Scnate Chanoer in the noroh wing
ig roushly a Greok cross in plan wita a shallow dome resting on
pendenvives,  The galleries behind cach arcn aro supported Dy SCrGens
of fluted Ionic colwuns which interscct vhe plers on which the
pendentives rest. Tho order is taken from the north portico of the
Erechihoion, The captals have a plaited torus moulding between the
volutes, the spirals of the volutes carved with intermediate fiilets,
cushions ornamenved with bead and reel roulding, and the abacus tréated
with e and dart. The neckings of the coluwins have anthanion bands
ontlined by bead and reel mowlding. The anbnanlon bahd is ropeabed
on the antae and is carried around the room benecath the arcaltrave.
Above the gallerics is a heavy dentil cornice enriched with a band of
plain paterae. Therc are fireplaces Dianking the entrance and on the
side walls of the exedra behind the President's rostrum. They have
sinple black marble mantels,

Tho charber of the louse of Represcavabives features a full heigit
pend~circular colonnade witn a stralpict row of four colums benind
tho Speaker's desk. (Tiae D-shaped scating arves demarcated by the
colomiades is reminiscent of the siwilar roon designed by Latrobe fon
the U, S, Capitol. Bouh wore probably inspired by ancient Greel
theatre plans.) The order employing paim leaves above acanthus was
taken from tho Jiorologiwn of Andronikes Cyrrhcstes, Athens. Tac
Corinthian entablature featuwres dentils, an anthemian fricze, and efg
and tongue moulding. Above this spiondid colonnade is a shallow
ellipbical half dome. Benind the colwnns, at just above hall thedr
height, is the gallsxy. There aro four fireplaces of similar design
to those in the Scnave.

The furnishnings of both houses include stylized Greek Kiyomos
chairs with liavnerist turnings. The chalrs of - the Senate are of a
more elaborate style with upholstered backs and seats. The desks
belonging to the Spealker and recorders of the Housc and to the
President and recorders of tho Senate are of patberned veneer alss
with Mannerist turnings. The single momber desks of the Senate employ
solid vase supports vesbing upon scroil feev,

ho third Lloor is devoted primarily to d’fices, some decorated
in the Gothic Rovival style,
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STATEMENT OF SIGHNIFICANCE

con July 4, 1833, by Governor David Lowry Swain.

Hopeo,

In 1832 the General Assewbly of North Carolina appropriated 550,000
Tor the purpose of building a new Capitol to replace the one desiroyed
by fire in June, 1831. William Nicuols, Siate Architect, who had
repaired the old Stale House, suggested thab the new bullding be largesr
than its predecessor, and that stone from a quarry in Raledigh bo usad
in its construction., W. 5. Drummond and Golonel Thomas Bragg, in caarge
of opcrations, engaged Ithiel Tovm and alexender Jackson Davis as
arcnitects. Tne cornerstone for the new Capivol building was laid

Becausce the appropriated funds were exhausted with the conpletion
of the foundation and due to the fzct that the State's finances were
at a low level, charges of extravagance leveled against the conuds
Drumyrond and Bragr, resulited in their withdrawal from the constriuc
Ay Tovm's sugpesuion David Paton, a yoing architect from Edinvurgh,
Scotland, was cngared Lo take charge of vhe consbructvion, Hs arrived
in Raleipgh in Sepbewber, 1834, bringing skilled stonemasons from
Secobtland and elsewnhere, and supervised tho cutbing and findshing of
the stone. Duving the years of construction, General Beverly Daniel,
fhead of administration, and David Paton were fregquently occupled ixn
writing various architects concerning basic decisions with regard to the
design of tie building., One of their principal correspondents was the
architect William Strickland of Pniladelphia. At Strickland's.
surgestion, the stairway originaily plammed for the rotunda was deleted.
Strickland also advised the placement and the number of columns to be
uscd in the House and Senate, and the consiruction of the dome of the

10N,

Senate Chamber. The building was completed in the spring of 1840, Since!

1963 wnen the new lorth Carolina Legislative Building was first occupied
by the General Assembly, oniy the offices of the Governor, Secretary of
State, and Treasurer remain in the Cazpitol. The halls formerly

occupied by the Senate and the House of Representabives are preserved
intact along with their original furnishings. '

Archivecburally the State Capitol building is an important example
of the work of three outstanding nineteenth-century architects, dtniel
Tovn, Alexander Jackson Davis, and their collaborator David Paten,
Ot hio vioit vo Raloigh in June of 1966, Valtor Muir VWhitchill, direcctosn
and librarvian of the Boston Athenaows, romarked that the Capitol was a
"superb! exanple of Greck Revival architecture. The building is an
exceptionaliy fine version of the style in its most erudits and

4
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tionatl Histaric Preservation Act of 1950 {(Public Law
K9.A65), 1 hereby nominate this property for inctusion
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forth by the Mational Park Service, ‘The recommended
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Nationat [} State [53 Local [
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I hereby certify thal this property is included in the

Mational Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Hisloric Praservaiion
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