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,The Dodd -Hinsdale House is a Victorian tovvnhouse c of a 
gable d rectangul3,X' block TJ1Those front sou th) facade", tbe stree t) is 
dominated by a central projecting entrance on out vJhich the tOvlBr 
builds. The house is set well back from busy Street on a 
terraced site with extensive plantings) and is SUYTolJl1.dad on tvJO sides by 
a picket fence. A brick WQlk up t~JO of to tb.o 
front porch. The most striking features of the house aTe the central three 
and-one-half story tower and the coloristic warmth of the stark red pressed 
brick Hall surfaces, which contrast boldly wi th the ornamental liJooden trim. 
The lightness of the wood trim, does notliBcU-cen the structure! s solidity, whict 
is a function of the hard flat brick surface reinforced by the angular brick 
window surrounds The structure is rigidly symmetrical, yet achieves 
picturesqueness through its dominating tOVJ8r which creates an irregular sky­
line, its decorative trim and its colorism. 

Several stylistic modes are re~re'sented. The Second Empire tower is the 
primary feature" but the segmental and round-headed windows and bracketed 
eaves are hallmarks of the Italianate idiom. The influence of the interveni- g 
Eastlake era is visible in the eccentric labels of the openings and the flor'd 
brackets The widely overhanging eaves of .the roof -' covered with imbricated 
slate shingles, are supported by heavy liJooden paired brackets alternating 
with three modillions. On the gable ends) the eaves form wide returns. The 
rear half of the house is covered by a flat bracketed roof containirg a narro 
hipped projection in the center This projection, placed at right angles to 
the front gabled roof, is the remaining vestige of the original shallow 
hipped rear roof. 

The two-over-two sash French windows of the first story possess plain 
lintels" while those of the second story are similar but have segmentally 
arched lintels and are paired on the gable ends and above the main entrance. 
In the gables are pairs of small round-headed windows with corresponding 
lintels Surrounding the windows are wide) slightly projecting brick labels, 
now painted a contrasting color, with plain stone sills. The labels are 
spread at both the top and bottom into angular ears. The double entrance 
doors are paneled and contain a circulffi~ motif in relief on the l~per tier 
and a lozenge -shaped motif of floral and knob-like forms on the lower tier 
A surround like those of the windows enirmrres the entranqe. One-story bay 
windows with pendanted brackets project from both sides of the structure. 
The stubby embedded interior chimneys, one on each side of the house, are 
c~oped by crenellated borde:s. 

The tower, whi'ch rises one-and-one -half stories above the main block) 
consifus of three stages. On each of the four brick faces of the first 
is a pair of tall, narrow round-headed \Jindows surrounded by a label similar 
to those on the windows of the main block. The front pair of TJ\TindoHs opens 
;onto_l a delicate cast-iron balcony that breaks out from the second 
eave s and is supported by two heavy wooden brackets. ' A decorative scroll 
projects from the lower edge of the balcony, and a crest-like motif appears 

m 
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on the cornice beneath, The second st age 0:' the tOT/Jer is a slender mansard 
roof whose wide cornice is ornamented with a band of smoldings above 
a band of -de ~lis accente d by b:cacKcd-,,'3 those of the main roof 
cornice, The mansard roof -' covered like t1:.(, :coo~' 'ili t~1 slate imbricated 
shingle,s) is pierced on each face by a rounci-.n8aCtG~ CtOY'::ler irJhose semicircular 
surround) surmounted by a flat sawnvJork, finial) is ornamented at tre upper 
corners by studded knobs and at the lower co:cnCl."S by '!fide ax'ched ears The 
south (front) dormer forms the focal point. of the facade: composition. Ter­
minating the tower is a small cupola-like w::cnsard lJi th a tiara of cresting. 

A one -story porch originally projected from each of T,he i'oLrc ~ides of 
the main block) although that of the re'ar has been ::c'emoved, Tt::; -=r-'::;:-lt 'porch 
extends the length of the facade) cll1d ths sect.lon that CC::"'Te '-= _~ the 
cen tral pavilion is slightly proje cted S:L,~:e orct83 ,:;33S 

chamfered square posts ending in elaborate br2.C~(E - uhic:.: 
the overhanging eaves of the shed roof of the :.orch. '0 tu:cn-.::c !>~l'Ltsters 

form the porch balustrade. 

Two stages of additioLs are \'i:.:, J,._V Y'8i::~,:(', ' __ -;?; 'ehe 
late nineteenth century) probably 3\~;on af'0'~.-c ':= the bC;~'J_ 
hands -' the real" porch was removed) 2nd a ::'-l[~:~' O~1 'liTas bu=.c..i"'G, This 
addi tion extended across the entirs S8 cono .3·:,c~·J.::.:~_c=-osed t[-~t; dI'.Ld 
left sides of the first stoI'Y) Ie the ce:-lte:c CC.iO[i open as a pOrC.Ll., 
The use of plain, evenly-spaced brackets to Ornay~'lent t,l-:..~ Tsar eave:; sand 0:' 
wooden surrounds vTith ears similar to those of the structure:; 
indicates the sympathy wi th ~vhich this renovation ~'las made. In the 
twentieth century) the center area was enclosed and a left rear L lv'i th a 
hippe droof of imbricated and plain slate es I/J8.S adde d. The kitchen 
(formerly in a separate brick structure with attached smokehouse at the Y'EEr 
of -~he si te) and now demolished) is located in the first story rear addition. 
At some point, the pillars supporting the rear 'vJGY'S infilled to a 
solid brick foundation, as was already present on tDe 
Subsequent alterations are also revealed :::"L th~ 
variety of sash types on the rear elevatioll. dO'J.ble;, 
glass window on the second story is a partie O .. 1..8COY'c,ant. a,-;cc~;L-,-,. 

The handsome original interio::.:· 11as r8cei\led~ ll~~(lOi'" -:':'-L-b,-~ncL-Gio~'1S The 
arrangement is that of thece'nter-hall plarL 'Iilith tlvO ~Y' 'OOY/13 on eac11 side 
The first story contains a front parlor arid. room 
and bedroom) while the second story contains bedcharrlosT2 Tte 
entrance vestibule opens into the central tall couble c,oOY'S \~h08e 

10v18:::''' paneling is ornamented with the sarn,s Inotifs used OJ,1 the '~r2:.1ce eloors. 
The -llJper pOY'tion coYEists of frosted glass ~Janes which i'6y(unine 
figLL"'ines TN"i thin ornaraental rinceaux: borders. The paneled soi'fits and rc 
of the deep doorways throughout the house match the paneling of the dooY's. 
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The bay windows of the parlor and the library are d from the larger 
space .by arches with false corbels of plaster. also ornament the 

of the se bays. three windoltJS of each are surr ounded hea vy 
molded architrave s that extend to the floor, framing flat panels beneath 
~~indow. The hall staircase which leads to the second story has turned 
balusters with octagonal bases and a molded handrail, terminating in a hea~J 
flat newel post The scroll bracket Which ornaments the side of each tread 
of the open-string stair is continued around the base of the second story 
stairwell. 

The first story is finished throughout v~ith deeply coved molded 
cornices and he avy molded baseboards and aTchi traves" An egg-and-dart motif 
ornaments the lower molding of the parlor cornice) and thg 10~Ter molding of 
the library cornice m ~1 a simpler beaded pattern. Each 1"00[;1 of the first 
story contains a plaster medallion from which a nO~T-electrifi2d gaslight 
fixture is suspended The medallion in the room consists of 
floral motifs. Each of the first-story rooms and the front chambers 
second story contains an inlaid polychx'ome marble mantel with incised 
ornarllent. The wooden mantels of the second story r2aY' cha(nbers wej.-'e 
later. 

Hany of the original furnishings are intact and contribute 
to the total High Victorian environment of the Dodd-Hinsdale interior, 
solidity achieved by the careful execution of the structure is obl/ious in 
two unusual fe ature s of its construction --the interior partitions are of 
solid brick, and the brick of the basement is continued in d proje 
under the side bay windows--and its pre~ent excellent condition is further 
proof of this sound workmanship. 
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William H. Dodd, one of Raleigh1s mayors, is believed to ha:V8 had 
the Dodd-Hinsdale House built on the west half of Raleigh city lot 201 
about 1887, the lot having been givGn to him by his parents in 1871. 
Though no record of proQ'f has been found) it is thought that Thomas Briggs I 
a successful RcUeigh merchant) was the building contractor. Firral1.cial 
reverses forced Dodd to mortgage his house on June 24, 1889, and through 
default it was sold to W. H. Pace on December 31, 'j889, who sold the 
nouse at a sizable profit to John W. Hinsdale, on January 21, 1890. 

John Wetmore Hinsdale, born in 'i 843.5 in Buffalo, New York" carn.e to 
North Carolina with his family vJ"hile he was still very young. A student 
at the University of North Carolina when the Civil War broke out, Hinsdale 
Was cormnissioned a second lieutenant in the Eighth Nortr.l Carolina regiment 
as aide -de -camp to Brigadier General T. H. Holmes. Ending the war as II the 
youngest colonel in the Confederate army,,11 Hinsdale entered Columbia 
College Law School in 1865, ~s amritted to the New York in 1866, and returr,ed 
to' North Carolina to practice in the same year. In 1875:; he moved to 
Raleigh where he became the attorney for lJorth Carolina of the Seaboard 
Airline Railroad system and gained a ~Tide reputation as a formidable lawyei 
with an extensive practice. The house has remained in the Hinsdale 
family since 1890 and until re cently was ovmed by John -~T. Hinsdale also 
a lawyer, son of the 1890 purchaser. Mr. Hinsdale1s death) 
August 21) 1971, the property is now in the hands of his estate. 

The significance of the Dodd-Hinsdale House rests primarily on its 
archi tectural rather than its historical merit. This architoctural impact 
is derived more from its total coloristic effect than from indivj.dual 
stylistic attributes) although the brick sur-rounds of the op represe- t 
an ingenious decorative use of masonry. In spite of art1 in PCG.:"t be cause of 
commercial encroachm.ent on three sides and the loorring presence of a gh­
rise concrete commercial tower irmnediately to the east, the Dodd-Einsdale 
House possesses a striking al"chi tectural presence. The structure) still 
buffered by its fence, gate and greenery, is a self-contained 
monument to Raleigh I s Victorian past. In fact the mansar-d tOlrJ8Y' th~{'usts 

itself arrogantly from the building mass in brash Victorian deficmce of th(d 
super scale of the twentieth century ~,yhich now menaces its continued 
existence. 
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