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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

-The Dodd-Hinsdale House is a High Victorian townhouse consisting of &
gabled rectangular block whose front (south) facade, facing the street,is
dominated by a central projecting entrance pavilion out of which the tower
builds. The house is set well back from busy Hillsborough Streect on a
terraced site with extensive plantings, and 1s surrounded on two sides by

a picket fence. A patterned brick wallk leads up two sets of steps to the
front porch. The most striking features of the house are the central three-
and-one-half story towsr and the coloristic warmth of the stark red pressed
brick wall surfaces, which contrast boldly with the ornamental wooden trim.
The lightness of the wood trim does notwaken the structure's solidity, which
is a function of the hard flat brick surface reinforced by the angular brick
window surrounds. The structure is rigidly symmetrical, yet achieves
picturesqueness through its dominating tower which creates an irregular sky-

line, its decorative trim and its colorism.

Several stylistic modes are resresented. The Second Empire tower is the
primary feature, but the segmental and round-headed windows and bracketed

brackets. The widely overhanging eaves of the roof, covered with imbricated
slate shingles, are supported by heavy wooden palred brackets alternating
with three modillions. On the gable ends, the eaves form wide returns. The
rear half of the house is covered by a flat bracketed roof containig a narrow
hipped projection in the center. This projection, placed at right angles to
the front gabled roof, is the remaining vestige of the original shallow
hipped rear roof.

The two-over-two sash French windows of the first story possess plain
lintels, while those of the second story are similar but have segmentally
arched lintels and are paired on the gable ends and above the main entrance.
In the gables are pairs of small round-headed windows with corresponding
lintels. Surrounding the windows are wide, slightly projecting brick labels,
now painted a contrasting color, with plain stone sills. The labels are
spread at both the top and bottom into angular ears. The double entrance
doors are paneled and contain a circular motif in relief on the upper tisr
and a logenge-shaped motif of floral and knob-like forms on the lower tier.
A surround like those of the windows enfirames the entrance. One-story bay
windows with pendanted brackets project from both sides of the structurs.
The stubby embedded interior chimneys, one on each side of the house, are
capped by crenellated borders.

The tower, which rises one-and-one-half stories above the main block,
consists of three stages. On each of the four brick faces of the first staze
is a pair of tall, narrow round-headed windows surrounded by a label similar
to those on the windows of the main block. The front pair of windows opens
0nto, a delicate cast-iron balcony that breaks out from the second-story
eaves and is supported by two heavy wooden brackets. A decorative scroll
projects from the lower edge of the balcony, and a crest-like motif appears

eaves are hallmarks of the Italianate idiom. The influence of the intervenirg
Eastlake era is visible in the eccentric labels of the openings and the florild
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on the cornice beneath. The second stage of the tower 1s a slender mansard
roof whose wide cornice is ornamented with & band of scallop moldings above
a band of fleurs-de~lis and accented by brackets like those of the main roof
cornice. The mansard roof, covered like the maln rool with slate imbricated
shingles, is pierced on each face by a round-neadea doruer whose semicircular
surround, surmounted by a flat sawnwork, Dinial is ormamented at the upper
corners by studded knobs and at the lower corners by wide arched ears. The
south (front) dormer forms the focal point of une facade composition. Ter-
minating the tower is a small cupola-like wansard with 2 tiara of cresting.

A one-story porch originally projected from each ol the four cides of
the main block, although that of the rear has been removed. Trz “roat porch
extends the length of the facade, and the section that correspund
central pavilion is slightly projected. It and gids worche
chamfered square posts ending in elaborate pendant braciets wWhic

the overhanging eaves of the shed roof of the rorch. Squat
form the porch balustrade.

Two stages of dapboard additilons are  icoiole 1o Uos rear. ur g G
late nineteenth century, probably scon afvcir ~Iod 1 the nouse change
hands, the rear porch was removed, end a nar: _L10n Was Duildv Tri
addition extended across the entirs second zoow mclosed the wight
left sides of the first stary, leaving the center ssction open as a porcn
The use of plain, evenly-spaced brackets to ornament tic rear eaves and of
wooden surrounds with ears similar to those of the original structure,
indicates the sympathy with which this renovation was made. In the early
twentieth century, the center area was enclosed and a left rear L with a
hipped roof of imbricated and plain slate sningles wes added. The kitchen é
(formerly in a separate brick structure with zttached smokehouse at the rexr
of the site, and now demoliched) is located in the first story rear addition.
At some point, the pillars supporting the rear porch were infilled to form a
solid brick foundation, as was already precsent on The remaining three sides.
Subsequent alterations are also revealed ir the raadom window o4acbnunt and
variety of sash types on the rear elevation, Tns double faliti-pened colored
glass window on the second story is a particalerly Giscordd

H_) [©]

The handsome original intericr has received only .inor ziterations. The
arrangement is that of the center-hall plan m¢uh two majar rooms on 2ach side
The first story contains a front parlor and library anc a rear dining room
and bedroom, while the second story contains baacnaﬁ cre exclusively. The
entrance vestibule opens into the central Lall through double coors whose
lower paneling is ornamented with the same movifs used on the entreaice doors.
The upper portion comists of frosted glass panes which deplct feminine
figurines within ornamental rinceaux borders. The paneled s0ffits and reve ..
of the deep doorways throughout the house match the paneling of the doors.
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The bay windows of the parlor and the library are separated from the larger
space by arches with false corbels of plaster. Medallions also ornament the
ceilings of these bays. The three windows of each are surrounded by heavy
molded architraves that extend to the floor, framing flat panels beneath each
window. The hall staircase which leads to the second story has turned
balusters with octagonal bases and a molded handrail, terminating in a heavy
flat newel post. The scroll bracketwhich ornaments the side of each tread

of the open-string stair is continued around the base of the second story

stairwell.

The first story is finished throughout with deeply coved  molded
cornices and heavy molded baseboards and architraves. An egg-and-dart motif
ornaments the lower molding of the parlor cornice, and ths lower molding of
the library cornice has a simpler beaded pattern. Fach room of the first
story contains a plaster medallion from which & now-e¢lectriiicd gaslight
fixture is suspended. The medallion in the dining room consists of generalizsd
floral motifs. FEach of the first-story rooms and the front chambers of the
second story conteins aninlaid polychrome marble mantel with incised curvilinsar
ornament. The wooden mantels of the second story rear chambers were added

later.

Many of the original furnishings are intact and contribute significantly
to the total High Victorian environment of the Dodd-Hinsdale interior. The
solidity achieved by the careful execution of the structure is obvlious in
two unusual features of its construction--the interior partitions are of
solid brick, and the brick of the basement is continued in bay-skped projectibns
under the side bay windows--and its present excellent condition is further
proof of this sound workmanship.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

William H. Dodd, one of Raleigh's mayors, is believed to have had

the Dodd-Hinsdale House built on the west half of Raleigh city lot 201
about 1887, the lot having been given to him by his parents ia 1871.
Though no record of prcdf has been found, it is thought that Thomas Briggs
a successful Raleigh merchant, was the bullding contractor. Fimancial
reverses forced Dodd to mortgage his house on June 2L, 1889, and through
default it was sold to W. H. Pace on December 31, 1889, who sold the
" nouse at a sizable profit to John W. Hinsdale, on January 21, 1890.

John Wetmore Hinsdale, born in 18L3, in Buffalo, New York, came to
North Carolina with his family while he was still very young. A student
at the University of North Carolina when the Civil War broke out, Hinsdale
was commissioned a second lieutenant in the Eighth North Carolina regiment
as aide-de-camp to Brigadier General T. H. Holmes. Ending the war as '"the
youngest colonel in the Confederate army,'" Hinsdale entered Columbla

to North Carolina to practice in the same year. In 1875, he moved to
Raleigh where he became the attorney for North Carolina of the Seaboard
Airline Railroad system and gained a wide reputation as a formidable lawyel
with an extensive practice. The house has remained in the Hinsdale
family since 1890 and until recently was owned by John W. Hinsdale, also
a lawyer, son of the 1890 purchaser. Following Mr. Hinsdale's death,
August 21, 1971, the property is now in the hands of his estate.

The significance of the Dodd-Hinsdale House rests primarily on its
architectural rather than its historical merit. This architectural impact
is derived more from its total coloristic effect than from individual
stylistic attributes, although the brick surrounds of the openlngs represel
an ingenious decorative use of masonry. In spite of amlin part because of
commercial encroachment on three sides and the looming presence or a high-
rise concrete commercial tower immediately to the east, the Dodd-Hinsdale
House possesses a striking architectural presence. The structure, still
buffered by its fence, gate and greenery, is a self-contained living
monument to Raleigh's Victorian past. In fact the mansard tower thrusts

super scale of the twentieth century which now menaces its continued
existence.

itself arrogantly from the building mass in brash Victorian defiance of the

College Law School in 1865, was admitted to the New York in 1866, and returned

Nt
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Dodd-Hinsdale House
330 Hillsborough Street
Raleigh, North Carolina

Map of Wake County, State Highway Commission
3/8" : 1 mile
January 1, 1957 :
Latitude . Longi tude
degrees minutes seconds degrees minutes seconds

S350 L6 VA 78°. 38! 27"







