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The Seth Jones 1847 Restaurant, or Alpheus Jones House, is an admirably restored
example of unpretentious antebellum Greek Revival architecture. It has been converted
into a fine foods restaurant, and, as such, presents an equally excellent instance of
adaptive-use restoration.

The house is a simple two=story rectangular frame structure with a hip roof covered
with shakes. It is sheathed with weatherboarding and stands on a repointed foundation
of regularly laid smooth ashlar—-stone typical of northern Wake County. The main block
measures three bays by one bay and contains two rooms plus a center hall on each floor.
Two rear intericr chimneys project abnve the roof line; they are built of regular smooth
ashlar with a one-course cap. A one-story, hip roof extension, probably original, ex-
cends across the rear of the house. To the rear has been constructed a kitchen wing to
serve the restaurant. The severe rectilinearity of the house is offset by the hand-
somaly reconstructed two-story double Doric portico which projects from the center of
the western facade, under its own small hipped woof. Both upper and lower porch walls

have flush siding. A similar one-story portico projects from the northern side.

O}

A broad box cornice acts as an overhanging eave, the soffit of which is underlined
by a strip of bead molding. Coraerposts are symmetrically molded. Door and window trim
13 similarly molded with squatve, unarticulated corner blocks.

sh punctuates the
pears on all three
tory vear of the

9]

Lean appropriately vweaconstructed; siz-over-sizx sa
, and southern sides, wnile nine-cver-nine sash ap
hed shed and on the single window of the second s

The house is entered from the western portico through a Llarupanelad double door
which was originally situated within the house, marking the passage from the stair hall
of the main block to the center hall of the rear shed. The double door, set within
symmetrrical molding, is flanked by fluted pilasters, and surmounted by a four-light

Lranzom.

first~floor stair hall and the rooms to the north and south of it feature
marbleized baseboards. A flat-paneled wainscor runs throughout the stair hall and the
ont and tear northern rooms. With the exception of the southern reaw room, all of
the vooms originally contained strins of picture molding flush with the wall., Interiow
doot and window trim is similar to that of the evterior, with beading, fillets, and

ware covrner blocks.

Along the southzrn wall of the hall is an cpen—-string stair with thin
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rectangular
D?Q?.<:\ front in a single

iw oa small closer.

e Oreek Revival wceoden nantel., The

r-floor front rooms

Bach voom containg a firveplace with a simg
L s ; in the two fir

I
“rounds are all smooth laid ashlar. The mantels 3
re ddentical, as are those in the fwo rear shad rooms. The front
‘ the pliath to the wantel shelf; they flank a

room mantels have

Trted enga qpﬁ colonnottes vunning from




form Mo, 10-300a
Fev, 10-74

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR FOR NPS USE ONLY
NATIOMAL PARK SERVICE
(RECEIVED

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM PATE ENTERED

CONTIMNUATION SHEET ITEM MUMBER 7 PAGE one

frieze with a simple horizontal flat panel. The back room mantels have symmetrically
molded pilasters supporting plain end blocks which flank a frieze with one horizontal
flar panel., 'The upstairs mantels are simjlar with flat paneled frieze and reeded,
splayed, engaged colonnettes.

A one-story frame outbuilding is used as a garden and florist shop, "Flowers
for Seth Jones,'' and other outbuildings exist as welil.

The Seth Jomes 1847 Restaurant consiscently expresses a sensibility of restraint
and simplicity. T#s3 rvestoration, while indzed extensive, has held to these ideals and
i 1t is both harwmonious and dignified.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Seth Jones 1847 Restaurant, or Alpheus Jones House, is a handsome, unpretentious
and representative Greek Revival plantation house, with consistent, typical Greek Revival
finish throughout. It was built for Alpheus Jones, son of Seth Jones, about 1847. The
building has been sensitively renovated for a successful adaptive use as -a restaurant.

The house was probably completed in 1847 on a 680-acre tract of land given to
Alpheus Jomes in 1842 by his father, Seth Jones. Seth Jones (ca. 1784-1866) was a
member of the North Carolina House of Commons from 1814 to 1819, and later operated an
ﬂca(omv near his Wake County plantation known as Pomona. A successful breeder of live-

occk and thoroughbred racehorses, he was known also for his scientific agricultural

g Jonas was born in Wzke County about 1820, He attended the University of

Cevolina, whare he servad as president of the Dialectic Society and asg valedic—

class of 1839. (He was awarded the degree of master of arts

then studied law and--afier settling on his Wake County plan-~
a farmer.

r
v
!

A timber found in the Alpheus Jones House bearing the inscription "Richard Ligom

8, 1847" suggests this as the completion date, although it is uncertain whether
as in fact the builder. The 1850 census of Wake County includes Ligon, but lists
on a3 a grocer. J. J. Dunn, a lifelong neighbor of the Jones family, in

red the Alpheus Jones House as "A two story house on a stone foundation

“eet high, of heavy timbers, the best that could be gotten /./ Mr. Jones was
lar about the material.” The 1850 census lists Jones as a ''Lawyer & Farmer'
him with the ownerghip of seventeen slaves and real estate worth $4,5783,

Alpheus Jones resided in his house for only about seven years. He died of "pulmonary
at the age of thirty-four. His will devised his entire estate, both
to his widow ®lizebeth T. Jounes, Mrs. Jones survived her husband by
g a complex will which direcied that "the farm be carried on in the same
1y lifetime. . . .7 The will devised to each of three minor children a
estates in the 1,230-~acre homeplace tract, with the

res to Mrs. Jon2s's survivinz graand-
he vearv in whicih Mrs. Jones's yOU&”PSi child Alfred attained his
Jones children agreed on a division of their mokher's landholidings
eived a 590-acre tract including

a Tizzie becam2 residenis there

concunntion' in

givieion tventy-one-year-old Alfred Jones xa
ion house, valued at $14,300, He and his wi

el
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In the mid-1880s Jones made out to two individuals deeds of trust on the life estate
portion (one-half) of his interest in the Alpheus Jones House, but in 1888 he defaulted.
Jones's trustees thereupon sold his life interest at public aucticn to J. S. Wynne for
§4,000. Wynne in turn sold the intevest to Richard Stanhope Pullen for the same amount.
Pullen, a major benefactor of North Carolina State University and a Raleigh real estate
developer, retained ownership of the Alfred Jones life interest until his (Pullen's)
death in 1895. Hc did not, however, make his home at the Jones Farm.

ste

Mrs. Lizzie Jones, who resided at the Alpheus Jones House with her husband Alfred
from 1879 to 1888, later described the Jones homestead as it appeared in the latter year.
The homeplace, Mrs. Jones recalled, included

The House Place, and in the yard a smokehouse and dairy and just out of the yard
a large coru crib, stable and an outhouse, one double house and in the lower grove
was the overseer's house. Just across the read in front of the home place was a
nant house and just down the road a lirtle way were two tenant houses and still
ther down opposite Perry Grove was another . . . when we first went there the
sitchen was in the vyard, but we had that moved down on the road. That is still
/1911/ there, rhat is one of the tenant.bouses; we had a kitchen built on to the
housa. . . . /The barn/ was in perfect order an Ponditlon, It was a nice Jarge

J
bavn; that was burned . . . several yeavrs after T left. . . . /Tue MaEusion nung
has five large rooms down stairs and two large rooms upstairs and an attac Lgig]
and we added on a back porch pantry and kitchen . . . the front and the side vyards
were fenced off with picket fencing. . . . /The tenant hOUSEb/ were in good
condition. Tenants in all of them. . . . /The dairy waq/A frame building, but
very nice, it was ceiled nic01y with sills lined with charcoal and it was a pity

for it to go to ruin. . . .

in a division of R. 3. Pullen's estate in Movember, 1898, court-appointed
crmissioners sold the Alfred Jones life interest to W. A, Myatt for 51,500. Myatt
remained owner of the Alfred Jones interest from 1898 to 1909, but he rented the home-
place to various tenants during this time.

v

ifrad Jones's death in January, 1907, his children filed suit in Wake Councy
£ to recover respective portions of their father's life estate in the Jonas
d to recover from W. A, fyﬂtr compensation for his alleged waste of the
y. Testimony rtaken in the 3 of this t suggests that the Alpheus
1id dindeed suffer from )3-1909 period; the evidance
however, that much of thoe curred berween 1888 and 1898
S. Pullen was in posgsessicn of ia; : J. J. Dunn, who had admived
Yokt the mansion house as ir
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It was in poor condition; the front porch was going to decay, falling loose from
the house, propped up with poles; and the plastering was in bad condition and I
noticed the rats had made a hole in the wall abhout three feet from the wmantel and
the laths had given way. The blinds were in bad condition; and the back part used
as a kitchen was so bad no one used it but had moved the stove in one of the
dwelling rooms. . . . lihe dai:i7 had gone to ruin I thought. . . There were
no fences. . . . I think thev were cultivatingz cotton in the vard.

After a lengthy court battle (which eventually reached the Supreme Court of North
Carolina), the 590-acre homeplace tract was valued by court—appointed commissicners at
510,000 and divided in 1911 between W. A. Myatt and the heirs of Alfred Jones. In this
division the Jones heirs received a 130-acre portion, including the mansion house.

After 1911 the property exchanged hands threes timss. The present owners, Dr. and
William W. Hedrick, acquived the house in 1968, restered it, and are today (1975)
¢ it as a fine-foods restaurant under the trade name 'Seth Jones 1847."

O

Myato, 1-2, 6, Alfred Jones Estate
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Testimony ol Mrs. Lizzie C. Jones In Jones v,
Papers, Weke County.
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