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The oldest section of the Mordecai House was a simple hall-and-parlor
Trame dwelling. Originally this section may have been one-and-a-half
stories, which were subsequently raised to two stories. Av an early date
wwo shed rooms were added along the west side. There was an open passage
between these two rooms. The passage was laver enclosed and parts of it
partitioned to form a small storage room and three closets. At approximately
the same time the soubh shed room was extended to the west, a flue built
on its soubh wall, and the western end partitioned to form a narrow service
passage. The major expansion of the house consisted of erecting a frane
Greek Revival two~story section on the souvh side making the house Le-shaped
thereby changing its east-west orientation to a southern one. At this tinme
the chinmey of the soutn room of the oldest portion was removed and the
room was transformed into a gracious stair hall by removing the old stair
and constructing a new one in the opposite corner. On the interior some
of the original fabric of the old section remains including two mantels which
bear a marked resemblence to designs found in William Salmon's Palladio
Tondinensis. The later stair is simple but graceful, being enriched by
nice profile brackets. The Greek Revival trim of the south section is quite
effective in ils restrained simplicity. There are panels below the windows
which add to the vervicality of the design as they and the windows are iframed
by the same reeded surround punctuated by corner blocks decorated with
roundels. The mantels are of Federal inspiration, bub the use of diminutive
Ionic pilasters show the influence of the new style. On the exterior there
15 a marked contrast between the formal facade of the south front and the
picturcoque informality of the rest.of the house. The former features a
superimposed pedimented portico correctly employing the Ionic order above
tho Doric. The portico is flanked by pairs of windows on both levels. ILach
window has nine-over-nine sash. The house is painted white and many of <the
original green blinds with stationary louvers survive. The later section.
of the house is approximately 52 feet by 20 feet. The older section
including the shed rooms is approximately 32 feel by 34 feet,
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STATEMENT OF SIGMIFICANCE

The Mordeccai House was built about 1785 by Joel Lane for his son
ilenry on land repubted to have been granted by George III., Seven ycars
Later Jocl Lane sold 1,000 acres ncar his son's home to be used for the
capital civy of Raleigh. The house takes its nawe Lrom Foses Mordecal
who moryied vwico into the family of lHenry Lanc——Cirst to caughter
anenaret and after ner death to her sister Ann Willis Lanc. Beforc his
death din 1824, Moscs Mordecal hired William Nichols for the purpose of
cnlarging the original structure., Four rooms facing souvh were added
maie Ltrie nouse a Greclt Revival mansion. This addition is significant o
an exisving example of the work of the architec William Nichols. In
the years 1620-1522 Nichols remodeled the old State Capitol originally
built in 1792-1794.
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Moses Mordecail was the son of Jacob Mordecai. The latter was a
pioneer in the field of education in North Carolina as he founded a
giris school in Warrenvon in 1808,

"For more than a century after the coming of Jacob Mordecai into
Noyvin Carolina his fawmily and descendants played an lmportant part in
the history of the state. In many walks of life they could be found
prowoting the good of their country and community, and they were partic-
ularly noted for their legal ability. Ispecially prominent were the membersy
of this family aboubt Raleigh, where they greatly ailded the development of
that secbion.  (North Carolina Historical Review, Jan. 1945, p. 63.)
Among, Jacob Mordecai's children were: lMoscs, a prominent lawyer and
taleiph nanber of the 1805 Court of Coanference; Samucl, a browinent
businessman in Richmond, Virginia, who wrobe a history of thal city;
Solomon, who studied medicine in Philadelphia and practiced in Mobile,
hlabanma; George of Raleigh, an eminent lawyer, president of the Raleigh
and Gaston Railroad, and president of the Bank of North Carolina; and
Alfred, who graduated first in the class of 1823 at West Point, taugnt
there for several years, he rose to the rank of major and during his
ariy career was the commander of several arsenals, and the author of sev-
eral tracts on military engineering and other subjects. During the Civil
Viar ho resipgned from the U. S. Ary and lived a civilian life in
Philadelphia. After the War he became assistant engineer for the Mexican
Irperial Railway.

loses Mordecai had two sons, Henry and Jacob, and one daughter, Ellen,
bor his first wife and one daughter, Margaret, by his second. Henry was
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a prosperous planter and lived at the Mordecai house. He was a member
of the State Legislature, His daughter, Margaret, married Dr, William
Little, a distinguished Raleigh physician., Their descendants owned

and occupied the Mordecai house until it was sold in 1967. Moses
Mordecai's daughter Lllen married her first cousin, Sanel I'ox
Mordecai, son of Dr. Solomon Mordecai of Mobile. Dllen lMordecai was the
author of Glcanings T'rom Long Ago, a delightful collection of stories
and descriptions of antebellum life in Raleigh and the surrounding
areas, Hoer son Samuel IFox Mordecai, Jr. was the dean of the law school
of Trinity College (later Duke University) from 1904 until his death

in 1927. Moses' daughtoer Margarot married John Devercux who was hoad
of the Quartermaster's Department of North Carolina during the Civil
War. :

When the Raleiph Historic Sites Commission acquired the house it
came into the possession of many of the oripginal furnishings which
range from the last quarter of the eighteenth century to the early
twentievh. In addition it rescued the significant Mordecal papers
and library. The papers are now on deposit with the State Department
ol Archives and History in Raleigh. They include documents dealing
wivh the Mordecal and Idttle family, their relations, and other
prominent North Carolinians including Christopher Gale (1680-173L),
William Person, Philemon lawikins (1752—1833), and Stvephen Haywood.
The extensive library covers over 250 years of publication., 1t is
the plan of the Raleigh Historic Sites Cowmmission vo catalog the
library and place it in the Mordecai house. The house is presently
undergoing an inberdor restoravion. When this 1ls completed, the
original furmiture, porbtraibs, books and memorabilié of the Mordecad
family will be returned. ' ‘
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